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Tax Divine proverb says, ' Of making many books tbere is no end/ 
li ia coBtomary , therefore, in presenting a new book, to prefaoa it witli 
aa apcJogT for its intnuion upon the poblio atteBtioo, or ■onie ae- 
eoooi of tne cireaniataiieea tliat originated it. TIm eompiler of this 
woffk would give the following account of its origin, and of bas eon* 
aeeUoQ with it, as bis apology for multiplying the number of books 

leoT 



which the world is fill< 

A litUe over twenty-five years ago, an effort was made to gathar 
the materials and compile an account of the origm and progre s s al 
the Shaftobuiy Baptist Assodatioo. The first reeord of this eflbrt ia 
ia the foUowing words, ia Ube minutes of the year 1825.—** Jiaaoh^ 
That Elders Hull, Mattison, and Mallery, be a oommittee to eoUaet 
sU the information possible respecting the origin and progress of thia 
association, and report at the next session.'' This commission eott- 
tinned from year to year, with the additioo of several names to fill 
vBcsDciea, — sudi as Tinkham, HubbeU and Keaeh^— until 1882, whea^ 
at their own request, the committee were discharged, having a ee o i 
pfidied nothing, as we suppose, worthy of publintioiL It is to ba 
regretted however, that the venerable &ull, who, at that time aonld 
have furnished a good aeoount of its rise and progress for more than 
fifty years, mostlv firom personal knowledge, declined a service which 
would have greatly aidea this present effivt But the failure of that 
eommission suffered manv facts to pass into oblivion, that would have 
been invaluable to the object of this work. 

At the mxty-eighih session of the Association in 1848, with the 
Baptist Ohnreh in Manchester, Y t, the subject was moved again^ and 
aeommittee raised to secure the accomplishment of this mxuSk desired 
work. Of this commission. Elder Justin A Smith, then pastor of tha 
saeoiid Baptist Ohureh in Bennington, and Hon. Natilian H. Bottom 
long a member of the centre Shaftsbury church, were active members. 
Tli^ labored to secure a file of the minutes of the Association, and 
other necessary matter for the work. But in the summer of 1849, 
Elder Smith removed from the bounds of the association, leaving the 
work in the hands of his associate, Judge Bottom. At the §ivenHeth 
session of the Body held with the first Baptist church in Benning? 
ton, the following action is recorded in the minutes : " Votedf Th2t 
Brethren I. Mattison, N. H. Bottom and S. Wright be a committee 
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^o prepare a History of this association as far as possible, to present 
at our next annual session." — (Min. of 1850, page 4.) Thus was the 
compiler, then about settling as pastor of tne Manchester Baptist 
Church, connected with this work as he supposed, only to fill the 
compliment of three, usual in^such committees. But Elaer Mattison, 
for reasons he counted sufficient, declined all action in the case. And 
before any thing definite had been accomplished, the year had almost 
rolled us round to the next anniversary of the body. The engage- 
ments of the other member of the commission were such that he could 
do little towards the accomplishment of the labor expected. He there- 
fore urgently requested its junior member to take the materials, and 
prepare a report for the committee to present to the Association to 
meet the first of June in North Bennington. With a deep sense of 
his inadequacy for the task, the compiler of this work thus under- 
took the labor whidh he had eupposed bis seniors would haye dime ; 
and from their intimate acquamtance with the affiurs of the body 
for many y^ars, — ^have done so much* better than he could possibly 
hope to perform it 

But in looking oyer the materials collected, a great deficiency 
was discovered. The file of minutes was yeiy imperfect, lacking 
seyeral of the earlier copies, especially for the first 15 or 20 years, 
and some still later ; and what could be done, or how to begin, — 
without the foundation for the work which these earlier records only 
eould supply, was the embarrassing question in his mind. Things re- 
mained at this pass till a few days before the Association was to 
meet, when, yery providentially, most of the minutes that were 
wanting came to his knowledge among the records of the Bottskill 
ehurch in Greenwich, Washing^ton Oa N. Y. 
' And here the compiler would suggest that the clerk of every 
church, as well as of every association, be authorized by a standing 
rale of the body he serves, to file among his records one copy at least 
of the annual minutes of the association to which he belongs, for fu- 
ture reference and use. It would be a very ea»y duty, if done at 
once, when the minutes come first to hand, and might be of invaluable 
service to the church and the interests of religion in after years. 

Stimulated anew to his work, bj this acquisition,* the compiler 
prepared a brief report, sketching m )i cursory manner the rise and 
progress of the Association from the first, with some allusion to re- 
vivals and ministers, who lived yet in the memory of some of the 
present Fathers and Mothers of the Body. It was expected that the 
revision and printing of this Report in the minutes of the current 
year, would fulfil the duties of the committee and release them from 

* The minutes attained In fills manner, were for the years 1786, probably the 
flrst ever jMrinted. 1788, 89, 1791, 98, 94, 96, 97, and 98, nearly every one of which 
were wanting Wore. With a enbaeqnent addition of the minutes for the years 
1801 and 1804^ our file is perfect fh>m 1786 save for the years 1787, 1790 and 92. 
These have never yet been found, after the most diligent search in the oldest Bap« 
tlit Ihmilles. And yet they may be esetant, and should be added to our file if pos- 
dble, and all be presorred. 
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further labor. But the readiDc^ of the report awakened a desire toir 
more labor to be done, as the following action, recorded upon page 
rixth of the minutes of 1851 will show: 

**£e9olved, That we request the Oommittee on History to eante 
to be published one thousand or more copies of the Histoiy of this 
Association ; and that we will indemniff^ said committee against ar- 
rearages, if any, which may accrue from its publication. The loss 
to be apportioned anumg the several churches of the association ac- 
cording to the number of members in each.** 

The abore action, with other expressions of encouragement from his 
brethren, assured the compiler that he should not be left to labor nn- 
sostained in the arduous work. And as adyisory help, Elders P. 
Tinkham of White Greek, Wm. Arthur, then of Hoosick, and Elon 
Ghduaha, formerly of Shafbsbqry, though now of Lockport, in western 
New York, (who was present at this meeting,) were associated with 
the committee. Under such auspices were this commission chaiged 
to make a book which should^tell of the deeds of Jehoyah among the 
diurehee of the Old Shaftsbury Association. 

Ajid yet frx)m various circumstances the chief labor fell upon the 
junior member. But still materials quite necessary to the correct 
illustration of the work were wanting, and efforts were made for 
months, to secure them, almost entirely without success, only as by 
personal application they were collected. 

Amidst tne cares of an active pastorate, at Manchester and Whi- 
ting, Yt, to which latter place tne compiler removed in the spring 
of 1862, — ^has the work advanced toward completion during the past 
two years. The double labor of compiling this work, and performing 
the duties of a pastor, though in a small <£urch, had become onerous, 
and hence the compiler felt that he must do the one thing, or the 
other, ^ther publish and circulate the work, and thus make it pay 
tar itself, or else lay it aside as a valueless mass of manuscript that 
weald not pay for the printine^, and give his time and energies more 
directly to other duties. The latter, on various accounts, would have 
been more desirable to him personally; but an expectation had 
been awakened that the work was forthcoming; much labor had 
already been done that would thus be lost ; and the difficulty of ever 
rescuing from oblivion many important facts connected with the 
rise and progress of this venerable association and its ministers, would 
be increased ; — Whence a moral obligation seemed to be laid upon him to 
go forward in the work. 

Besides mtJring the matter of his duty a subject of frequent and 
fervent prayer to God, the compiler in April last spent some time 
in traversing portions of the territory of the Association, to consult 
with bretb-en, and secure greater accuracy in regard to some facts 
and events connected with the work. From the assurances given 
every where in favor of its publication, by ministering and other 
brethren, to whom he exhibited the work in manuscript, he felt that 
Providence called him to go forward and fulfil as speedily as possi- 
ble the commisaiou of his brethren, by publiBbing and circulating the 
book. 
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The work has grown to a much larger volume than the little hand 
book of facts a^ incidecta first talEed of. But in no other way 
eould he do reasonable justice to the Thbme fi^iven him, nor dispose of 
ihA materials that had accumulated upon his hands. The character of 
iheae materials was sudi, and the territory for the circulation of the 
work so extended, that it was thought best to give wider scope to 
the design of the book. 

First we give the annals of the Association from year to yefti** 
divided for greater oonyenience to the reader, into chapters of ten 
years each. Tida makes seven chapters, and with an additional chap- 
tar, briefly rehearsing the rise and progress of the adjacent associations 
thai have been formed mostly, or in considerable part from this mother 
of associations, forms the body of the work. 

Interspersed among these chapters may be found some of the 
older circular and corresponding letters, which will be read with in- 
terest we trust by many who have Jcnown personally, or heard pro- 
nounced the names of a Barber, Blood, Oovelt, Cornell, Hubbell, Hull, 
Keoifirick, Lee, Leland,.Peck, Powers, Warren, Webb, Werden and 
Witherell ; whose voices will echo from these pages, and stir anew 
the souls of many who shall read them. It may be thus said em* 
phatically of each of these worthies of a former age, " He being dead 
yet speaketh.** In the body of the work will be found also some ac- 
counts of revivals, from the pens of those fathers who labored in them. 
But being men of more practical labor than literary leisure, they 
wrote but few accounts at length, of those deeds of frace wrought by 
the hand of Qod in their day, only garnering up in the pages of their 
printed minutes from year to year, the simple statistical facts whidi 
record the results of their lal>or. Once in ten years, it will be seen, 
we give the statistics of the whole association just as published in the 
annual minutes. The design of the body of the work is to give a con- 
densed view of the matter to be found in the whole series of the 
minutes for a period of more than seventy years. A tabular view of 
all the annual meeting^ of the several associations will interest many 
who shall look them over, as well as the statistics in the appendix, 
we doubt not In the body of the work will be found obituary no- 
tices of tkfew of the ministers who died while members of the asso- 
ciation, and of whom enough authentic information could hardly be 
gathered to constitute a sketch, such as we give of others in the ap- 
pendix. 

An Appendix has been prepared with much care and labor, that 
will gamer up many interesting facts, mcidents and reminiscences, 
that might otherwise have perished from the knowledge of this 
generation. 

The Appendix is divided into three sectto?t,s, each embracing a 
distinct class of matter. Section first gives brief historic sketches 
of the seven churches that were members of the association when 
thid work was first undertaken, prepared carefully from authen- 
t ic sources ; and closing up with a tabular view of all (he churches 
that have ever been connected with this body, and the leno-th of such 
connection. ° 
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Section teeond, embraces Biographical sketchea of iwenty-ont of the 
aged ministers, two of tiiem still living^, who have acted a oonspiea- 
OI18 part in the business of the body, or attained to great age and 
nsefolness in their day. This section also closes with a tabular Tiew 
of the names of all the ordained miniatere that erer were connected 
with the churches in the association, and the time of their connectioD. 

Seetion third embodies a series of Tables, extending through manj 
of the dosing pages of the work, that gire a statistical Tiew of most 
of the churches that have ever been connected with the AssodatioB. 
and the branch dburches that have sprung from the Shaftsbmy 
stock. In these diurdi Tables the reader may see the sncee*- 
sion of Pastors, with Uie statistical condition of each church finom year 
to year on a smgic page or two before his eye, so far as we bare neeo 
able to obtain the files of minutes. For want of room, we hare left 
ont of this section the names of a few churches that were in the body 
hot a few years, and whose location is so for distant, that we oan- 
not hope to profit them by the circulation of the work amooff them. 
And in one or two cases we have given the statistics of a chnn& nerer 
actually connected with the body, because it lav directly in our way, 
or as in the case of the Salem Baptist church, because its Pastor 
was an active minister in the Association. We trust this feature of 
the work will give satisfiiction. 

The statistics of some of the churches, it will be seen are defective, 
but it is enough to say, we follow the printed minutes, unless there 
is some obvious error, easy of correction. In regard to the monies 
credited to each in the^e tables, from year to year, we would simply 
remark that it was difficult sometimes to determine to what churcfi^ 
some individual contributors belonged, whose names are printed.— 
When the Association met with a g[iven church, the public collectiooa 
taken for all purposes at that session, are credited to that church. 
Often achurcn made no report of monies to the association, when they 
gave liberally for different objects. The highest attainable accuraqf 
is secured, we trust 

It is hoped the varums matter contained in this book, as well as 
the order of Us arrangement^ will commend it to the favorable re- 
gard of a generous public, and not only gratify a laudable desire to 
know what were the labors and success of our ancestors in this region, 
but extend the circulation of the work so far as to pay the cost of ita 
publication. 

The compiler knows of no similar work now extant The re-print- 
ingof the minutes of the Philadelphia Association in 1850 for the 
first 100 years of its existence, by the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society in Philadelphia, edited by Rev. A D. Gillette, was a 
worthy act, and deserves the patronage of our denombiation. Bat 
this is a simple re-print And in the some year, the Cnyuga Baptist 
Association in central New York published a history of their anaira 
for the first fifty years of their existence in a 12 mo. volume of 214 

f>ages, that is a valuable contribution also to our Baptist historical 
iteraturc. It gives the annals of the body briefly, as we have done, 
and extracts of circular and church letters, in some instances, that 
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^re Taluable, with historic sketches of the various churches in the 
body in 1850, with Tables of churches and ministers, quite usefid 
doubtless to those living on their own territory. But the compiler 
of this work flatters himself, that the arrangement ojTthe Tables in this 
volume is so convenient as to present a larger amount of statistical 
matter than usual in so small n space. 

The work does not claim to be perfect. Of faults, doubtless, like 
oil human efforts, it will be found to have its share. Some errors of 
the press have escaped the vigilance of the proof-reading ; but they are 
BO unimportant as to need no special correction. In one instance on 
page 60, the southern Associations are said to have sent Ministbrs, 
instead of minutes to this bodv in correspondence. But these minor 
errors, every candid reader will either correct at sight, or overlook as 
of small moment. 

But of facts, we trust the work will be found full. And facts 
too, that will interest and profit. The circular and other letters 
will be as voices from the dead, speaking among: us, from the graves 
of the long-departed, but noble ancestors of many now on the stage of 
action. The statistics of the churches published every tenth year 
will revive the memory of the many worthies, who were "the mes* 
sengers of the churches and the glory of Christ ;" while these pages 
will tell of large accessions, in some of those " years of the right 
hand of the Most High," to many of the churches. 

In regard to the Biographical sketches, it may be proper to sav the 
compiler has done what he could with limited iaformation, to fill this 
department of the work. His acknowledgements are due to various 
brethren and friends for their kind aid and counsel towards the com- 
pletion of the task laid upon him. To Hon. N. H. Bottom, his asso- 
ciate on the committee, are his special acknowledgements due, both 
for counsel and for a timely contribution of pecuniary aid, while he 
was disabled by ^r^a/ physical weakness from taking any active part 
in completing the work. May his valuable life be spared for many 
years, to enjoy and serve in the cause of Christ. 

In conclusion, the compiler hopes for the indulgence of his readers, 
towards the imperfections of this effort to serve his generation by the 
use of his pen. May he not hope that however defective it may be, 
through me blessing^ of God upon its circulation, the labor of its 
compilation, will not nave been in vain in the Lord. For this let every 
devout reader pray. 

Troy, N. Y., July, 1863. S. W. 
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mended. Oronlar Letter, by Elder UatUsoi. Fesdoii of 1S27. Besolnttwi on 
the death of Ann H. Jndaon. t^urr Itom Sohodaok on Oommnnlon aoaiTtted. 
BeAablre Amodatloa noognlzad. Cornspondlng Letter of Elder Jobn HutIb, 
ScedDoattBSS. l^ablce In the WiteT«>rd ohonh. Tbe nvlaed OonstKntlon 
ordered to be printed. Tariatlou fMm the tormerime. An eioellent dooament 
"■ parpMnaUiw. Saaion of ISM. Washington AHodaOon tSllowshlpped. 



8a«lon oriBSO. B«alatlona on TwpasuiOk. Free-Maaonry again. An In- 
tBreaUiiE eloae. Father PioK^ list meeUng with Oie Bodr. Seeilon of ISSl. 
ea ag^. Aotlon ot the Asaoelatlon again on Free-Matotuy. Be- 
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BeoDla^D, aitraot ITom. Dutb of EMun Hiru. and Ouibtiad. Saialon of 
IBM. !»>■« more ohuidiu dismissed. Eitinota from tbo ClnuUir. br Eldar 
Hnbbcll BoBBliiiu of lesb, 'SO. OnCIOD of Ibl; Bddf od the BIbta qu«Mion. Se^ 
lioaotlMt. Total sbaUaoare BUnd. BeHilnUona aeaUHt Amorlovi ^verr. 
SBmonnotiaas, -sa BsvirilmorclfaoDpemofo. Beadm ofisaa A curious 
AnnhqneEtloii usn-etiid, SusbIoq of ISil. KeealaUDn on tba BilUmnra trt- 
NUllAl (^isttnon- Stitlatlisor tbe Bbnrohis— tint eiffhc In the Body. 

OHAfTEK VTL—FAaa 9M. 
cmiTa DiflADi or Yiaio. — Geaenl leuiarki, Besaloa nf 1843. Qneriw in- 
* ~ "i. lliaa^. S«»)aa oTlS-ia. Bevlrnls. IHnolution o[ tbs Bodr 
mu. jirtwel frqia tie 01rooI»rLo««. on Holy Living, BesdonoflSU. 

atlDB« sgrio* SIsTOTi F«oJi(sK>tirT, Odd-Fonomslilp, and InleinperMioa. 

SmMoi of ISST OrdlDtUoa of J.X^Binlth. Eouloa of im. Cteinlsr I«lt« 
~ mllv PnyflTj^by^Elder KMcb. ^ Swaloii of IMT. Oo^^.^ohBrchMloft. 
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siuttsbuyTW Tubiils Tiew of all tho ahnrohes In ttda Body, M3. BipUaa- 



» Domutla Ululotiarke, SW. 

SECTION III. 

SUUitIa of the diorohes, 970. Adams, North, STl. Atbicy, flrst, JTa. Bmu^ 

eJionAaa,* fltwrfUon-Srwl, and Stma PuorlJtrsBt, BTO. P»irf-*(r«l, i^ulA 



uiliiirift. and jr«u<«MV<S«, SI< .Stofe-Mreet hi _. 

tan. 3IS. Adiilald stid AnsteiUti, 3TT. BilMOD Bpa, SIB. BMket, 8 
Bennington, (flrat,) 881. BennlngloB, (second,! and Berlin, P" o™^" 
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ind Omflm, aU. PeHrtbwgK 3S5. Bott^lU, seS. laixcille, SST. 

391. ObuloUaylUe, D. 0„^ CbUbun, 391 ChHhlre, [DnL) 394 ^d 

ffioath,) 3WIl Cbubln, (third.) 39S, Lane^onf and Ctuatcifleld. MT. ' 

l«r, N._T„ »& CliftoCL I>iirk^ 3m. Bamt Iimt^iiaB. Glentiliie uid ffafflnoon. 



(«iwnd,}4ai. ira(M>™, Wot:) «ad CUntonTlJ. O, «H. Oolenlii, (Momid,) 

field, ^rtifioe. GKunaeld, (uomid;) m. GmbbD^ (UiM,) 410. Bi^vr, 
41L Huuiink,4ia. Hutfbrd, (finl,) jia AiirMvil, MoDtb,) mod AiinM, «% 
HBtfiiid,ei«andJ OT.UimBTlDe,'4IS. Hirtftnd md EIneibaTy, 417. Hmi- 
dile,(W«t}41l). Hlllsdtds, O^tiBt,) 41V. HlBidile, 4S9i Hoottoi, 4ta Klsn- 
boro', 433. ^jmdngbiirKli. ^tT^SEuMbHter, 490. UUbm. 4M. Hoiaa, dT. 
NUMU. (Snt) 4M. Naffiin, (ssoand,) 430. FiCUIIeld, 431. FlttstDwn, (flnt> 
438. FowniJ, 431. PiOTldaMo, 430, PtOTldaw* (woood,) »iid Kupapt, 43f, 
B>lam,43a daniUsfiold, 440, BuriUgB BpriogB, 44L Sbto)-, (flrat.) 44J. Sdien. 
Bdtuli', 414. Behnjlarvllle, 44S. ecliiidiKsV^ A>n(Uai» and ShaRbbuT, 
(flnM44e. BbunBbDry.iwiooiid.Sllra. SliaftibniT, (fouiO,) 4E1. Btsmibrd, 4». 
BlflphiolDwn. »3. LebrauHt Spring uid SUawBlM, rtrst) IM. "-■" -^- 
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CHAPTER I. 



Origin and progrezt for the first ten yean of ite exitience, or from 
1781 to 1791. 



Thb Shaftsbubt Baptist Association, whose an- 
nals we propose to sketch, was organized in the year 
1780, and held its first anniversary on the 12th day of 
Jane, 1781, in Shaftsbury, the town which gave it a name. 
Although one of the older of the ffreat Hsterhood of Bap- 
tist Associations in the United States, she is not the oldest. 

The first Baptist Association ever formed in America 
was commenced September 27th, 1707, in the city o{ Phil- 
adelphia^ and State of Pennsylvania, and hence called the 
PHII.ADELPHIA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. It is therefore 
now nearly 146 years old, and senior to the Shaflsbury by 
about 74 years. This Association embraced all oar churches 
throughout an extensive territory for a long time ; extend- 
ing from the town of Northeast, in Dutchess Covxxilj^l^^'^ 

2 
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York, and Horseneck, in Greenwich, Conn.j through the 
states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Dela- 
ware, into Virginia ; or some 400 miles from the Northeast 
to the Southwest extreme of its territorial limits ; and spread- 
ing inland from the coast as far to the west as the settlements 
reached. This has ever been a large and effec*.ive body, 
wielding an extensive influence in its own region, and 
throughout the whole land. 

Further south arose, in 1751, the Charleston Associa- 
tion, in South Carolina ; in 1758, the Sandy Creek, in 
North Carolina ; and in 1766, the Strawberry and Ke- 
TOCKTON Associations, in Yirginia. These are the oldest 
of the Southern Baptist Associations. In the New England 
States the Jirst Baptist Association organized was the War- 
ren, formed in the year 1767, September 8th, in the town 
^whioh gave it a name, in the Roger Williams State. This 
body, for a long time, embraced the Baptist churches in 
Eastern Rhode Island and Eastern Massachusetts ; and, al- 
though it has set off, from time to time, some six or seven 
associations from its original territory, it is still a strong 
body of searly 40 churches, and 6,000 members, all located 
in the State of Rhode Island. In 1772 the Stonington 
Association was organized, embracing, at first, the churches 
of Western Rhode Island and Eastern Connecticut, called 
the Stonington Union since 1817. 

The next regular Baptist Association formed in the New 
England States, was this, our own ShaftcBURy Associa- 
tion, organized in the town of Shaftshury, near the south- 
west ^corner of the State of Vermont, and upon the borders 
of Massachusetts on the s6uth, with New York on the west. 
Although formed in the State of Vermont, and the oldest 
Baptist Association in that State, its territory was, for a long 
time, less in that,than in the State of Massachusetts or New 
York. The churches of this body, for many years frem its 
origin, were scattered over a wide domain, embracing parts 
of Bennington, Rutland and Windham counties, in Vt. ; the 
churches of Berkshire, and portions of Franklin and Hamp- 
shire counties, Mass.; and most of those in Rensselaer, Co- 
lambia, and Saratoga ; with some from Washington, Albany, 
Schenectady and Fulton; while even from distant Herki- 
mer| WarreOy Dutchess and Delaware counties, in the State 
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of New York, the sons of God gathered around this stan- 
dard, erected here in the wilderness, as a rallying point for 
the churches of Christ, in these inland regions. In what 
are now seventeen counties, in three several states, were the 
churches located, that have been members of this venerable 
hod J. And even more; for there were Jive churches in Up- 
per Canada, from beyond the roaring waters of Niagara, 
that held a connection for several years with this association. 

From the fact that she yet exists without change of name 
after the revolutions of more than seventy years, the moth- 
er of a number of vigorous daughters well settled around her ; 
and from the very honorable part she has borne in the re- 
figious enterprizes of the age, especially in furnishing min* 
wersj members and means for the establishment and growth 
of very many churches in Central and Western New York, 
and even in the more distant states of the mighty West ; — 
^m these and other considerations, a sketch of her history 
cannot fail of interesting and profiting, also, many brethren 
and fiiends, both on the original territery and scattered wide- 
ly over the breadth of our land. 

While this association is seventy-two years old, no one of 
an the forty-five kindred bodies in the Empire State can count 
more than about sixty-two years ; the New York Baptist 
Association being the oldest of them, having been formed 
in 1791 ; and of the rest, only the Otsego, formed in 1795, 
the Rensselaeryille, formed in 1796, and the Catuga, 
formed in 1801, being over fifty years old^n the whole state. 
And in the State of yermont,but four other associations ex- 
ed&di fifty years of age : — the Woodstock, formed in 1783, 
in the town that gave it a name ; the Vermont, formed in 
Elder Joseph Comell's bam, in Manchester, in 1785 ; the 
WiKDHAM County, in the southeast part of the state, 
formed in 1793 ; and the Fairfield, formed in 1796, now 
blended with the Onion Biver into the Lamoile Association, 
in the northwest section of the state. 

The territory of the Shaflsbury Association, being inland, 
was not settled as early as other parts of our country nearer 
the sea. The dangers of border life, in this region, held 
bock the tide of emigration from setting up so far, ^hile the 
French and their Indian allies retained possession of the 
Canadas, and so of>en ranged through the territory now oc- 
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cupied bj most of the State of Vermont, and the northern 
portion of New York. But aflter the conquest of Canada, 
and bqfore the revolutionary struggle had commenced, set- 
tlements were made and churches were organized in Berk- 
shire Co., Mass. ; in Bennington Co., Vt ; and in what is 
now Washington, Rensselaer, Columbia and Saratoga coun- 
ties, New York. The first Baptist Church organized in 
Vermont, was the Jirst Shaftshurt/^ called the Wext Church 
for many years, and which was constituted in 1768. So far 
as we can learn, this was ihQ ^rst church of the Baptist faith 
and order in all that region between the Green Mountaina 
and the Hudson River. The second, or East Church, in 
Shaflsbury,was organized from this, June 29th, 1780, as its 
records still extant certify. TTiis was in the northeast part 
of the town, and the Jirst in the southwest portion. It was 
with this oldest church that the association was formed,and 
held a number of its earlier meetings. Some other church- 
es in this region bear an earlier date than the association. 
The 1st Cheshire, Mass., dates back to the year 1770, or 
thereabout ; Bottskill, in Greenwich, Washington Co., N. Y., 
' to 1774 ; the White Creek, once called Cambridge, in the 
same county, to 1779 ; the Manchester, Vt., to 1781 ; and 
the Stillwater, Saratoga Co., N. Y., to 1780, although some 
date this badk to 1762, which would make it the oldest 
P/patist Church in all the region. Benedict says : '< there 
was a church formed near the place where General Bur- 
goyne was taken, over forty years ago, (in 1812,) which was 
broken up and scattered by the devastations of the war."* 
This would run back its origin to about the same date with 
the 1st Cheshire and Bottskill churches, in 1770 to 
1772, But the present 1st Stillwater church, which was 
gathered by the labors of Elders Lemuel Powers 
and Beriah Kelly, in two bands at first, which united into 
one in 1790, cannot date its organization back of the year 
1780, we presume. And if the claii;n of the Stillwater 
church to the earliest date should be allowed, upon the au- 
thority of Benedict, that of the White Creek church should 
also be counted good for an existence as early as 1772. 
For the historian says : ^* In Cambridge a church was 
planted in 1772, by Elder William Wait, from Rhode Is- 
land. It was itt first called White's Creek ; is situated near 
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the line of Vermont, and within half a mile of Elder Wait's 
hoQse, the Bennington battle terminated. The night before 
the battle some of his church went over to the enemy where 
ihej were obliged to fight, and during the bloody conflict the 
heavens and the earth witnessed the shocking spectacle of 
brethren, who, but a few days before had set together at the 
table of tbe Lord, arraigned in direful hostility against each 
other amidst the clangor of arms and the rage of battle. 
Brother fighting against brother ! Such are the horrors and 
nnnatural effects of war ! '^ 0/ tell it not in Gath / pub- 
K$h it not in the streets of Ashhelon IP' This melancholy 
afi^r threw the church into confusion, and entirely broke it 
np. The next year Mr. Wait coUeeted three members be- . 
side himself, and began anew ; a revival soon commenced, 
BO that !■ 1780 the number amounted to 140.''* The rec- 
ords of the present organization only commence with this 
latter period, in 1779. 

These early formed churches,theD> composed the first con- 
stituency of this association, with others that arose about the 
same period in the regipn of its organization. We cannot 
find the records of the body for the first j^ve years of its ex- 
istence, only as the times and places of its sessions are given 
for eadi year upon the title page of the minutes for the year 
1786, from which we infer that they had not printed their 
minutes till this latter year. But from Benedict we learn 
that the constituent churches were as follows : ^ East and 
West Shaftshury ; 1st Ckeshircy then called New Providence; 
one in Stillwater ; and one in White Oreeh The principal 
ministers were Peter Worden, Wm. Wait, Lemuel Powers 
and Joseph Cornell ; and Lemuel Powers was ordained at 
this first meeting of the association.''t 

Although we have no printed minutes for several years, 
it appears by the records of the White Creek Baptist 
Church that the association met at Stephentown, June 12, 
1782, and was composed of eight churches. And from the 
records af the same ehurch,it appears that the association in 
1784 discarded all right or prerogative over the discipline 
of the several churches, either to entertain complaints 
against indi?idual brethren,or churches ; and for that reason 
said church with its pastor. Elder Wait, withdrew from the 
body, till, in the year 1799, a new pastor led them back to 

* Btnadict, vol 1, p. m. f BenedH vol 1, p. 885. 
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their duty to the association. It is much to be regretted 
that no further particulars of these earlier years of associa- 
tional travel|Can be obtained ; but the records of subsequent 
years 8how,that their course was onward in the name of the 
Lord " from conquering to conquer.*' 

The earliest copy of annual minutes yet found, as stated 
before, bears the date of 1786, and we give its title page, 
and the table of statistics, exhibiting the condition of the 
churches at that time. It is an imperfect copy, only con- 
taining the j^r«^ and. the hist leaf of an eight page pamphlet, 
and not more than three lines on the last leaf. 

The following is a true c«py of its title page now 
seventy-two years old : 

«THE 
**SHAFTBBURY 

"BAPl^IST ASSOCIATION, 

*' Was begun and held at Sh aft s lury^ on June 11, 1781, 
and continued yearly as follows : 
"June 12, 1782, 2X Steventown ; 
"June 11, 1783, at Steventown; 
<*June 9, 17SA, at Shaftshury ; 
" June 8, 1785, at Steventown ; 



"MINUTES 



** OF THE 



"SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION, 

"At ^heir annual Convention, held at Elder Warden^s 
Meeting-House, in Adams, 1786. 

"Wednesday, June 14, 1786. 

" 1. At ten o'clock A. M., Elder Justice Hull, according 
to appointment, preached the introductory sermon, from 
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Faalin 107: 8, "O that men woald pruM the Lordforliu 
goodness and his wonderful works to the children of men." 
After whicb,Elder Powers opened the association by prayer. 

"2. Chose a UoderatoT and Clerk. 

" 3. Letters were read from the respecdve churches, and 
the following accoant was taken of the members added, dls- 
missedr excluded, or who have died the last year, and of the 
|H%8ent number in each church. 

" N. B. No accounts were received from the ehurcbes 
distiDguished by Ibfi mark, f. Ministers in small-capfl. 



MiniBTEBB & MsasKKGi 



Stn-enlavm, y. I'.,| 
Slillaaler.N.r^ 

Wol Bka/ttbuTj/, t 
Satl ShafUbuiy, j 
Wallinsford, Vt., f 
A damijifa". , or 
liC Ckakire, 

iron Belhlthem, N. Y^ 
Bandiifietd, Mai:, \ 
WaMngtoti, Mai*., 

BaUiniUU,S.Y.,\ 
Chttterjteld, Main., f 
LiuU HootUk, jr. K, 

ffati/az. VU 

S Hancock, Mati-, 



SSB' 



Petir WiiiDE!', Jonnthan 
Richiirdtion, StepLen Ciu' 

Jacob UairiugloiL 

Joffx NiQBOLB, Sninael 
WhoJplej.ThonmsWhelp. 



JvetKB Hull, Joeepb 
Ikies, Eliiha Berry. 
David Bdl, Eliaha War- 
John HammoDil. 



Ordained MiiuBteri 



H. B. Thiaa Ulnataa w«n -■ printed hj Chula B. WabBlm So. 8S (No 
Maot)BUtsHnet,iisu'tliB£iigaitiCbiiicli,ALBurT. U.DfiatldiXri'' 
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Thus in six years bad ibis beginning increased from Jive 
io Jifteen churcbes, witb a proportionate growth in members ; 
and during tbe last 7ear,64 bad been added to tbe cburcbes. 
The only rertVa/ reported, was in the Washington Church, 
in Mass., to which the iarge number of 51 had been united 
under the care of Elder John Nichols, who continued their 
pastor till 1795. 

1787. 

During the year thus represented in the progress of the 
association there must have been some advance, though the 
minutes of this year have not been found. But from the 
record of the following year we infer that some were added 
to the churches. 

1'788. 

The association met this year wi^h the First Church in 
Shaitsbury, June 4th, or the first Wednesday in the month, 
as it has continued to do ever since, now about 65 years. 
The session commenced at 2 o'clock P. M. with an introduc- 
tory discourse from Rom. 8 : 17, — ** And if children then 
heirs ; heirs of God, &c," by Elder Nicolas Cox, a visit- 
ing brother from the Philadelphia Association. Elder Ca- 
UfiB Blood was chosen Moderator, and brother David Bath- 
bun. Clerk. Neither of these names appear to have been 
delegates from any of the churches, though Elder Blood was 
a messenger from Warren Association. 

The statistics for the year give the names of 16 churches, 
though not all represented ; 11 ministers, with an aggregate 
of 803 members reported, of whom 71 had been added du- 
ring the year. The churches most highly favored by addi- 
tions were the Bottskill, 20 added ; Berlin, or Little Hoo- 
sicky 16; and the Halifax, Vt, under the care of Elder Obed 
Warren, 15. One church, the Hillsdale, (since called 
West Hillsdale,) under the pastoral care of Elder Stephen 
Gang for several years, united with the body at this session 
with a membership of 32. Messengers were received and 
sent to several sister associations, as has been the usual cus- 
tom since. 
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From the Stoningtow, Coim^ none. Swt there D. Rathbon and R. 

Kenjon. 



<f 



Warbbk, Elders N. Green, 
aBlood,J. Bealfl. 



M 



•* WooDSTOOK, Vt , Dea. Jo- *« • 
eeph CflU. 

•• Vbbmoot, Elden J, Oor- « •• 
nell, H. KftBtman. 



PmBADELPHiA, Pft., Elder 
Stephea Gano. 



M 



EldfTs P. Warden, 01^ 
Blood, L. Powers, J. 
Horse and 0. Warren^ 

Elders Powers and 
Warren. 

Elder J. Hall, Breth'n 
J. Batei^ J. Andrews. 

Eld. S. Gano, Bro. Da- 
vid Irish. 



There came good aews from the latter bodj, and some 
other associations farther soath. To the Philadelphia Asso^ 
ciation there had been added daring the two years 1786 and. 
'87, aboat 750 by baptism, and 50 by letter. And to th^^ 
Baptist charches in Virginia aboat 1200 had been added by 
baptism in two years* (See the Hinates of the Philadel- 
phia Association, re-printed, p. 227.) 

These fraternal exchanges by messengers between differ^i. 
ent associations, often embraced a letter of correspondenee, 
as it was called, addressed, in the most affectionate terms by 
one association to all the rest with whom they affiliated. 
Sometimes, in the earlier years, it was a manuscript,p re- 
pared by some minister or another, \a be sent to each of the 
associations, to be there read in open session. The reading 
of these yarious epistles of fraternal kindne8s,from kindred 
bodies, formed a very interesting portion of the exercises of 
the occasion. And often, remarks from visiting brethren, 
respecting the condition of the charches, and the state ofre-^ 
ligion in their varioas sections, enhanced the value of these 
solemn, yet joyful feasts in Zion. The custom finally pre-., 
vailed, in after years, of inserting in the minutes, following 
the circular letter to the churches of their own body, a brief 
bot affectionate epistle, addressed \x> all tha pister associations 
in their circle of correspondence^ ' 

Elders L. Powers, S. Craqo, and .1 Beals, were charged ^ 
with the duty of preparing this letter to the associations^" 
whieh was approved^ but not printed ip the ininutes of blisi^ 
ness for the year. 
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The Wallingford Baptist Chnrcb, in Vt, some forty miles 
to the north of Shaftsbury, was dismissed to the Vermont 
Association, where it coald be more conveniently accommo- 
dated. And inasmuch as several churches had become re- 
miss in reporting their state to the association, letters of 
inquiry were ordered written to the Pittsfield, Stephen town, 
Chesterfield and White Creek Churches. 

The following item from the minutes of this year (pages 
6, 7,) may be useful in exhibiting the specific doctrinal views 
of the ministers and churches of that age ; ** Whereas^ the 
intention of this association, in the first and third queries in 
the minutes of the last session, was not fully understood by 
our brethren at a distance : therefore voted, that it is expe- 
dient to communicate our ideas in the following manner : 

"1. Whether all men, or any part of them, are actually 
discharged from the condemnation of the law, by the atone- 
ment of Christ, without the special application of that atone- 
ment by the Holy Spirit ? 

** Answer : in the negative. 

** 2. Whether the benefits of the great atonement, as they 
respect the eternal salvation of man, are applied to any ex- 
cept the elect ? 

/'Answered in the negative." And so the body ad- 
journed. 

1789. 

The Association met this year according to appointment 
with Elder Gano's Church, at West Hillsdale, N. Y., and 
at 2 o'clock P. M. Elder P. Werden preached the opening 
sermon from 2 Tim. 2 : 15, " Study to show thyself appro- 
ved unto God, &c" Elder Samuel Waldo, of Pawlings- 
town, in Dutchess Co., was chosen Moderator, and Elder 
Hull, Clerk. The state of the churches was encouraging, 
several having enjoyed revivals during the year. 

The statistics of the body were as follows : churches, 17 ; 
with 10 ordained ministers ; 174 had been added to the re- 
ported churches ; 1 6 dismissed ; 1 6 excluded ; 5 died ; and a 
total of 1,118 members was found in the body. The folio w- 
ing^t^e churches united this session with the body : Shafts* 
lury Centre^ (called the 4th Church at that time and for 
many years;) 2nd Laneshoro, (afterwards the 3d Che- 
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shire ;) the New Britain j (since the Ist Canaan,) in N. Y.; 
the GrecU Nine Partners j and Pawlinffstovm. 

But with these additions there was a diminution of four 
churches dropped from the minutes of former years, leaving 
as recorded before, but 17 churches in the body. 

The spirit of revival had blessed four or five of the 
churches. To the Hillsdale church 25 had been added ; to 
the Little Hoosick 14 ; to the Stillwater, under the care of 
Elder L. Powers, 33 ; to the Sandisfield, Elder J. Morse, 9 ; 
while to Elder Werden's church, in Adams, or Ist Cheshire, 
the large accession of 81 had been made, increasing his flock 
to 168, the largest church, by more than forty ,in the whole 
body. This was the great revival of the year, doubling the 
members in this particular church. 

Messengers were received, and others appointed to vari- 
ous corresponding bodies ; and Elders Gano and Powers 
were fellowshipped to travel somewhat at large, and after at- 
tending the Philadelphia Association, ^* to proceed to Virgin- 
ia, and there acquidnt themselves (as time and opportunity 
may serve) with the order and standing of the several'as- 
sociations in those parts, who have solicited our fellowship, 
when the door thereunto may open." And as was the cus- 
tom in those days, supplies were provided for their church- 
es, in part, while they were absent, as well as for other 
destitute churches, by one minister and another, leaving his 
own people a Sabbath at a time, with tbeir willing consent, 
to labor for the comfort and edification of sister churches, 
thus left without a pastor. This was the early form of 
Home Mission effort, to plant new Churches and strengthen 
the feeble ones scattered in the then wilderness of our wide 
domain. 

The following items of business on the 7th page of the 
Minutes may deserve a record here : 

" 13. Having received no returns, for a long time, from 
the churches in Chesterfield, 2nd Hancock and Stephen- 
towB; therefore, voted^ to drop them from our minutes," 

" 14. Appointed brethren C. Blood and Ebenezer Wil» 
loaghby, to draw a plan of the power, and point out the Urn's 
itSj as well as the rules, to be attended to by an association, 
and make return thereof at our next annual meeting. 

** 15. Our next association will be held in Elder Wer- 
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den's Meeting House, Adams, (or Ist Cheshire^ on the first 
Wednes day in June next. Introductory sermon by Elder 
Samuel Widdo, and in case of failure, by Elder Lemuel 
Powers.'* 

Whether there had been a institution and rules of or- 
der in the body,does not appear to us ; probably no written 
or printed one, but only such acknowledged principles of or- 
der as the brethren practiced in their several churches. 
Parliamentary rules were of little use among those whose 
chief object in assembling together was to worship God, and 
report the state of religion in their several churches. And 
if this appointment in the item, marked 14, resulted in the 
production of a regular constitution and set of by-laws, they 
have failed of coming to uS,*for the minutes of the next an- 
niversary are not extant among us. It is most likely that 
they were only some leading principles, issued ai the circu- 
lar to the churches. 

And because that document is lost to us, from the pen add 
mind of the venerable Bloody it may be interesting to the 
present generation to read the brief circular of this current 
year, from his p^n, on the kindred subject of the 
power of chfurches in the government of their own members 
— a subjectj which, if not too little understood at present, is 
far too much neglected in most of our churches. 

« CIRCULAR LETTER, (1789.) 

** Dearly Bsloved : 

« Although it has not beeti onr uenal custom to address you by a 
circular letter, yet.we wish you to suffer a word of advice in this try- 
ing day ; and as we are determined to stand aloof from the idea of 
claiming — ^much more exercising — ^any power that may in the least 
interfere with the independency or government of the several church- 
es by us represented ; yet it appears to us that there is no one thing 
of greater importance — ^to the good of Zion in this world — ^than a 
proper exerdse of that potott, which, by our exalted Redeemer, is 
^ven to each individual church over its own members. The power 
which a Gk>spel Church has over its members, is not to be exercised 
according to any plan, form, or custom, of any that wear the name of 
christian, any further than they perfectly agree with the direction 
giren by the great Head of churches in his written word, which says, 
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" See tbat thou make all thiogs according to the pattern shewed to 
thee in th6 mount ;" Heb. 8 : 6. All church power exercised contraiy 
to this rule is mere usurpation, and has not the power of Ohrist in it. 

" Hie design of Gospel Discipline is, to purge the church from ini- 
quity, and not to gratify our prejudice and hard feelings one toward 
another.- In its nature it is calculated to eueeor the tempted, to deliver 
the captive, hunt up and bring home with rejoicing those who are gone 
astray ; also to cleanse the church from impenitent sinners, from 
omtaition and diytsion, from tattling and tale bearing ; and to keep 
the faith and order of the Christian church in its primitire purity. 

''Our blessed Lord, in the 18th of Matthew, clearly holds forth the 
nature, and strongly urges the necessity of church goyemment and 
^scipline. When we consider the wonderful order in which God 
hath fixed all nature, both rational and irrational, animate and inani- 
mate, so that each one shall bear his portion, exhibiting his glory, we 
must be sensible he neyer intended his peculiar people should lire in 
this world without strict attention to good order and government in 
his church. As no machine can answer the intention of the author 
unless all its parts are duly proportioned, and kept in due order, so no 
church can show forth the true order of God's house without strict 
attention to the laws and ordinances given forth by the great Archi- 
tect and Builder of Zion. 

" It must be acknowledged that all communities formed among men 
are under certain bonds of union to their own society, the fulfilling 
whereof are the conditions of the compact. If one member is in- 
dulged in the breach of this combination, why not another ? and so 
on till the whole community becomes extinct ! So, if one member of 
a church, be they high or low, rich or poor, bond or free, is indulged 
in the breach of those bonds of peace which we have entered into, 
to keep the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameSess, by 
the same rule another may ; and thus we may go on, till in reality 
we become a synagogue of Satan,be our profession what it may. Let 
OS, then, beloTed brethren, as we regard the cause of our blessed Re* 
deemer, hold the reins of government which the Lord Jesus hath put 
into our hands, and keep a strict watch over our members for good. 
Every church must be accountable to God in the great day, how she 
conducts herself toward her members, and whether she is faithful to 
that trust reposed in her,in executing the laws of Ohrist. Let us also 
be concerned to take the utmost care that no matters of labor bo ad- 
mitted into the church, but such as are brought according to the rules 
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of the Gospel ; and when difficulties are thus brought, attend to them 
in the fear of God, and loye to his cause, and a hearty desire for a re- 
concilicUion of the parties at variance ; for a spirit of love and meek- 
ness is absolutely necessary for the right administration of church 
goTemment 

** Let great care be taken that all back-biting, whispering, tattling 
and tale-bearing — those enemies which often prove bo fatal to chris- 
tian union and peace, and which have so often separated chief friends 
— ^be purged out of the churches, otherwise the lire of contention and 
strife will always bum. ProT. 26 : 20. 

** Shall also remind you of the importance of a tender care of the 
weak lambs of the flock ; and in your church government keep the 
door open for the improvement and encouragement of those gifts that 
' may appear beneficial to the church. Oh 1 may the Great Head of 
influence lead us aU into the true order and faith of God's house, that 
we may understand ^the out-goings and in-comings thereof, and ever 
<*8eek the things that make for peace, and things whereby one may 
edify another/' which is the earnest prayer of your brethren in Gos- 
pel bonds. 

** Signed by order of the Association. 

SAMUEL WALDO, Moderator. 
"Justus Hull, Clerk.** 

Such was the doctrine of the Fathers of this Association, 
addressed to the churches by the Jlrst Circular Letter found 
in print. Though brief, it is comprehensive — worthy alike 
of its author,and the auspices under which it went forth to 
do its work. From that time t« the present, more than 
nx^^ears,the custom has been honored of issuing an annual 
circular, addressed to the churches of the body, except for 
a few years, when other matter filled the minutes, or the ap- 
pointed writers failed to prepare one. And for a long time, 
during the earlier half of the Association's existence, a let- 
ter of correspondence with sister bodies was also inserted in 
the minutes. 

The circulars were, generally, upon some doctrinal or 
practical subject, and only for five or six times has there 
been a failure to print in the annual minutes this eagerly 
sought for message of the '^Ministers and Messengers of the 
churches," and so worthily accounted, as in the days of 
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Paul, "the glory of Christ." The entire series of these let- 
ters, with the corresponding epistles to the sister associa- 
dons, would make an interesting volume of sound and salu- 
tary religious reading for the family, if re-produced in our 
day, for the edification of the present generation of the dis- 
ciples of Christ. We shall insert in this work, from time to 
time, a few of them, as specimens of their worth ; some of 
them entire ; and others in an abridged form, or in some im- 
portant extract. 

But who can estimate the value of these earlier circulars, 
to the fathers and mothers of this Association, in building 
them up in holiness and truth, and in the order of the Gros- 
pel in those days when a religious newspaper or magazine 
was unknown ? They were read with great avidity and 
profit by the church members of those times. If our inter- 
est in such truths were as great, the religious literature of 
this age would make us champions in the army of Christ. 

ITOO. 

Of this year's session we find no minutes extant ; but in 
a tabular view of the various associations in correspondence 
with the Philadelphia body, — ^published in their minutes 
for this year, — this Association is represented as embracing 
22 churches, 10 ministers, and about 1,500 members, being 
an increase oifive churches, and nearly 400 members during 
the year. The churches that united at this session, as we 
gather from the new names upon the minutes of the succeed- 
ing year were, the Ashfield^ Stochbridge^ Chesterfield^ (re- 
turned,) and \st Savoy, (then called Bullock's Grant,) in 
Mass., and the 1^ Gcdway Church, in Saratoga Co., N. Y. 
This session was appointed to be held with Elder Werden's 
Church, in Adams, Mass., and we presume was so held. 
There must have been considerable revivals, and accessions 
also, to the following churches: Adams, some 15 ; Little 
Hoosick, 18 ; Hillsdale, 7 ; Great Nine Partners, about 10 ; 
2nd Lanesboro a large addition of 60 or more, as we are able 
to infer, by a comparison of the statistics for the previous 
and succeeding years. 

1791. 

The Eleventh Anniversary was held this year with the 
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charch at Stockbridge, Mass., commencing on Wednesday, 
Jane Ist, at 2 o'clock P. M., with an introductorj sermon 
by Elder Hull, from 1 Tim, 2:5, " F»r there is one Grod 
and one Mediator between Grod and man, the man Christ 
Jesus." Elder Blood was chosen to preside over the body, 
and Bro. Samuel Whelpley, jr., was appointed Clerk. 

Some of the churches had been largely favored with ad- 
ditions, and nearly every one with some increase. To all 
the chiirches,more than 400 accessions were reported during 
the year. JPbur churches were received this session into the 
body, viz : the 2nd Oolerain, Mass., the Ist Saratoga^ the 
St. Coych, and the Northeastown churches, in New York. 

This last church, then, and for nearly 40 years under the 
care of the venerable Elder Sucon Dakin, had been asso- 
ciated with the Philadelphia body since 1770, and is now 
known by the name of Northeast church, Dutchess Co., be- 
ing more than 100 years old. The St. Coyck (or St. Coick) 
church was a transient body of only a few years duration, 
situated in the north-east part of Hoosick, Rensselaer Co., 
and not far from the Bennington battle ground. 

The most powerful revivals of the year were in the fol- 
lowing six churches : Adams had received 1 6 ; Sandisfield 
24 ; 2nd Lanesboro, Elder Nathan Ma8on% 16 ; Chester- 
field, under the care of Elder JSbenezer Ftniny, 16 ; while 
to the Bottskill church. 111 additions were reported; and to 
the Stillwater, under the united labors of Elders Lemuel 
Powers and David Irish, 182 had been added, 46 dismiss- 
ed, leaving 232 in standing with them still, the largest church 
in the whole association at that time. To other churches a 
few were added, and surely it had been <'a year of the right 
hand of the most High," among the churches. The Botts- 
kill, under the care of Elder Nathan Tanner, attained to the 
numerical strength of 217, an earnest of what it after- 
wards became,under the ministry of the indefatigable Barber. 

The Daxbury Association, in Conn., formed in 1790, 
embracing the west portion of the state, opened a correspon- 
dence with this body by their messengers, Elders Hull and 
Hamilton. Other bodies were represented also by their 
messengers, and both messengers and letters were returned 
in exchange with them. 

The following items of business are on record : 
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** 8. Thursday morning, June 2nd, Elder Blood delivered 
a discourse from 1 Cor. 4 : 20, ''For the kingdom of God b 
not in word, but in power." 

" Tlie circular letter prepared by brother Willoughby, on 
the subject of the power of an association, being accidentally 
mislaid, did not come to hand, therefore appointed Elders 
Werden, Gano and Hull to prepare a circular letter on that 
subject for the present year." 

Said committee afterward reported a letter, which was ap- 
proved and printed, and may be found below. It is a do- 
cument worthy of the age, and deserving present study 
among our churches,for the sound views of church order it 
exhibits. Which of the committee produced it, we are un- 
able to say. 

" 12. Query from the church at Great Nine Partners : 
1. Does any person, merely by virtue of being baptized, 
become a member of a particular visible church ? 

** Answered in the negative. 

** Query 2. Is any such person in a proper circumstance 
for church communion ? 

'* Answered in the negative. 

"13 Item, Query from the church in Ashfield : When 
any matter of difficulty has been fairly discussed by a coun- 
cil from sister churches, has any neighboring church a legal 
right to demand a hearing of said difficulty? — provided 
those justified by the result of council do not request it, and 
. the party judged to be in the wrong refuse to join in coun- 
cU? 

" Answered in the negative. 

** 15. Agreeable to a motion from the Warren Associa- 
tion, on the utility of a united address to our Congress, ear- 
nestly praying that they would take such measures as the 
constitution may permit, that no edition of the Bible, or its 
translations, be published in America without its being care- 
fully inspected, and certified to be free from errors : it was 
voted that brethren Blood, Hull and Gano be a committee 
in behalf of this associat]on,to prepare and transmit a peti- 
tion td Congress on this subject." So jealous were our 
fathers of efforts to circulate spurious editions of the BiUe. 

Here is the promised circular for 1791 : 



30 SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION. [1791 

" ■ I ■ . . . ■ / ■ ■ 

« CIRCULAR LETTER, (1791.) 
*• Deably Beloved : 

" In our minutes of last year, we expressed our intention of ez- 
planing the third article of the plan of this association ; which par' 
ticularly relates to its power. In order to throw light on this sub- 
ject, and di£«oyer the distinctions really existing between the power 
of ehurches, and that of an association ; it is necessary to attend 
primarily to the scripture account of the nature, business, power, and 
gwernment of a gospel church, in two different branches. 

'* I. We shall attend particularly to our Saviour's account in Math 
18, of the nature^ business, power and government of his church on 
earth ; and in each particular, shall inquire for the apostles under, 
standmg of the matter. 

, " 1. In verse third of this chapter, our Saviour informs us that the 
fiubjects of his kingdom, or the proper members of his church, are 
euch as are ** converted and become as little children." Hence we 
learn that the church of Christ, is made up of persons whose hearts 
are renewed by grace, and become united in the love of the truth. — - 
This is also the apostles' idea of a gospel church. 1 Pet. II. 6, " ye 
also as lively stones are built up a spiritual house, &c., also, in Eph^ 
IL 22, *'in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of 
GkKl through the spirit" Indeed all the writings of the apostles are 
addressed to the church in this character. 

<*2. The work which Christ has assigned to his church in this 
world, is truly important and solemn ; for notwithstanding all the 
opposition and offences she may receive from a sinful world, yet she 
is instrumentally, (by the help of grace,) to preserve the world from 
entire darkness, corruption and infidelity ; by holding up and main- 
taining the cause of truth and righteousness in the earth, while the 
world in general, lieth in wickedness. As ten righteous would have 
stayed the hand of God, from the overthrow of Sodom, so the kind 
Lord spares a guilty world for his people's sake ; hence says our 
Saviour, '*ye are^the salt of the earth ; *^ Math. 6, 18 ; and in verses, 
14, 16, he says; "ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hid. Let your light so shine before men, &qJ* That is, 
let the great doctrine of Christ in its vaiious branches, both in faith 
and practice, be truly distmguished, exemplified, and held forth by 
you, that ths world may have the glorious cause of truth set before 
them in the clearest light, both in doctrine and example. 
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" The church is said to be ** the pillar and ground of the truth ;" 
1 Tim. 8 : 15 ; by which we learn that the chorch is entrusted with 
the important charge to stand as a pillar to bear up and support the 
cause of truth in the earth ; or on which the inscriptions of truth are 
written for the light of the world ; and thereby show forth the deda- 
ratiye gloiy of Gk>d, to whom she must be accountable for all her ao. 
tioQs. Hence we infer, that as it b the church only that has receiyed 
this charge, it is she oi^y that has proper authority to execute it. 

** 8. It must then be the prerogative of the church to say, who shall 
be received as members of the visible church of Christ on earth. 
This agrees with our Savior's direction, Math.^18 : 8, that such as give 
good evidence of their being renewed, and becoming like little chil- 
dren, should be received in his name. So the apostles received it as 
in Bom. 15 : 7, ** Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also 
received us, to the glory of God,'' and chap. 14 : 1, ** Him that is 
weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations." From 
the whole, it appears that it is the church that is directed to deter- 
mine who are fit members to be received. 

** Again, it is on the principles of gospel fellowship that the church 
of Christ is built up, and becomes ** one body and one bread, knit to 
gether with joints and bands,** 1 Cor. 18 : 17, and Col. 2 : 19, which 
can be done in no other way but by the churches g^ning the evidence 
that those they receive are renewed persons, and made to drink into 
the same spirit of faith and love ; that upon the judgment of charity 
they may receive them as real members of Cl^'ist's mystical body. 
In this way only can we obtain ** the unity of the spirit in the bonds 
of peace," and be ** fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint may supply, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, that maketh increase of the body to the 
edifying of itself in love'* ; Eph. 4 '.^S, 16 ; so that whoever pleads for 
the admission of church members in any other way than by the fel- 
lowship and suffrage of the church, as a Jbody, pleads for the building 
up of a church without even the means of charity and gospel union, 
without which we are nothing, 1 Cor. 18 : 2. 

** 4. Again, if it be the church's province to say who shall he ad- 
mittedf it la her's also to say who shall he continued as visible mem- 
bers. It is one important branch of the church's business in this 
world to watch over her members for good, and to exclude such from 
her fellowship as are bransgressors of divine rule, either in faith or 
practice, provided always that they cannot be gamed b^ \]bk»&^ ^\f&<^ 
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labor tSe gospel requires to be taken with them. In verses 8 and 9 
of the chapter under consideration, (Math. 18th,) we learn that although 
ft member maj be as dear as a hand, or a foot, or an eye, jet if thej 
give just occasion of offence, and cannot be gained, they must be cut 
off and rejected. In this light the apostle commanded the churches, 
1 Oor. 6 : 4, 6, "When ye are gathered together, with the power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for the des- 
truction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus ;*' and Chap. 6 : 2, he says, ** Do ye not know that the 
saints shall judge the world,and if the world shall be judged by you, 
are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters ?** Again, in 2 Thes. 
3 : 6, he says, " Xf ow .we command you brethren, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition ye received of us."* 
And it is easy to see from our Savior's discourse, Math. 18 : 10, 
it is the church that was to take heed in her discipline, not to despise 
one of these little ones. It iashe also who is required to be carefu^ 
to look up and bring home those vho have gone tutray, and if restored 
to receive them fHthJoy. See verses 12, 14. Furthermore, the rule 
given to deal with those guilty of private offences, must issue in tel- 
ling it to the church, as the proper board of trial, from which there is 
no appeal to any higher place of trial on earth ; for if he hear not the 
church he is to be M a heathen man and a publican, without any further 
trials. In verse 18th we have the authority of the church expressed 
in the fullest manner^: ** Verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven,and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven." By this we are assured that 
Vfhenever councils, associations, and synods assume the seat .of judging 
decisively, in cases of discipline,they become mereusurpers and intru- 
ders upon the government of the church. Our Savior concludes the 
chapter under consideration, by encouraging his people to look to him 
for wisdom and a sound judgment, and the sure promise that he will 
be in the midst ; also by urging the necessity of a spirit of forgive- 
ness, at all times. 

** It is also the church's province to try, prove, and judge of those who 
profess to be ministers of Christ, and receive or reject them according 
as they appear to be true or false. Hence the church is commanded 
to "try the spirits whether they are of God, because many false 
prophets are gone out into the worldJ' 1 John 4: 1. Again, the 
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church at Ephesus met with the divine approbation^because ehe had 
" tried them that said they were apostles and were not, and found 
them liara.^ Rev. 2 : 2. This, Gk)d would never have justified, had 
she undertaken to judge in matters beyond her limits. 

« If then she has a right to <ry, prove and judge of church officers, 
she has an undoubted right to appoint them ; for who else can have 
a right to say who shall {be the.officers to serve the church,ibut those 
who are to re-judge of their qualifications ? We are therefore ne- 
cessarily led to think it is the church only who has a right to appoint 
those, who are to be the immediate actors in behalf of the church, in 
coDsecratmg, ordaining, or setting apart those officers to their work. 

" From the scripture account, it appears to us, that the churches in 
the days of primitive Christianity were dependent on those actually 
in office, to act for them in ordaining their officers. We therefore 
think it not expedient for any church to appoint (or ordain) those who 
are not in office, to that work, excepting in extraordinary cases. The 
primitive practice may be learned from the following* scriptures : 
Acts6:6— 14:28— 18:2; and Titus 1:5; and 1 Tim.4:14. 

** As to the power of church officers, it appears from the word of 
God that the Apostles had the special gift of infallible inspiration, or 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, by which they unlocked those 
mysteries which had been hid in God, and had not before been re- 
vealed ;— See Math. 16 : 19 ; 1 Cor. 2:7; Eph. 8 : 9 ;— by which it 
appears that they had power to give special orders and precepts to 
the churches, as well as to foretell future events that should come 
upon the church and world. 

** As to the office of Bishop, or the Gospel Ministry, they have a 
special commission from Ohrist, to go forth and teach and baptize. 
When fellowshipped and ordained by the church, the church is only to 
inspect their doctrine and morals, but is not to control them as to 
when and where they shAll preach. They only are accountable to 
God for the fulfilment of their commission. Math. 28 ; 19, " Go ye 
and teach all nations, ^^^ 

" But if, by their consent, they are appointed as Pastors of particu. 
lar churches, then they are said to have the rule over them, and the 
church is to be in subjection to them ; — ^Heb. 18: 7 ; and 1 Thess. 5 : 
12 ; — but not as law-givers ; this is the work of Christ ; — nor b& judges, 
to hear, try, and judge for them ; this is the church's province only, 
to judge in all ccues of discipline. But they are to be submitted to as 
those to Mikom. Ood has given special gifts of lead and governments 
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by which the church is led to an easy method of coming to the true 
light of the causes she is called to judge in. 

** The Beacons also are to lead in the govemmentof all the secular 
concerns of the church, so far as they respect her public charges. 
See Acts 6 : 2, 8, 4. Thus, brethren, we have set before you our 
yiews of church power and government. 

" IL We come now to speak of an cuaociation, by which we mean 
no more than a number of churches in sister relation, mutually agree- 
ing to meet by their delegates, at stated seasons, for free conference, 
on those matters that concern the general good of the churches ; that 
we might be mutual helpers to each other by giving and receiving in- 
telligenee of each other's welfare ; that we may sympathise with, and 
pray for each other, and so be partners in the joys and sorrows that 
await us in this changing world. 

** In which conference,any church has a right to propose any ques- 
tion that relates to doctrine or di8Qipline,-proyided that such questions 
are always 90 circumstanced, that the solution of them will not inter, 
fere with the government of particular churches. 

** On authentic information of the purity of faith and practice of 
any sister church, which desires to be received as a member of this 
conference, it is the privilege and liberty of this association to give 
them fellowship, and to receive them as a member of this conference 
But in case any church,or churches shall apostatize from the faith, and 
become corrupt, on information from sister churches, who have taken 
gospel steps to reclaim them, and have not succeeded, but have ne- 
cessarUy been called *'to withdraw from them," it is the duty of this 
association to sympathize with those grieved churches in their sor- 
rows, and to inform the churches in general, that we consider those 
churches who have fallen,no longer in our fellowship. It is (also) the 
duty of this association to give information of apostates and corrupt 
men in the ministry, that the churches may not be imposl^ upon by 
them. In case any church that is a member of this conference,shall 
neglect to attend with us in conference, it is but an act of brotherly 
kindness in us to inquire for the reasons of such neglect ; and if any 
ehurch chooses not to meet any more with us in this manner, it is rea- 
sonable they should let us know it,in a christian way. If any diurch 
think it best not to continue a member of this meeting, it is unrea- 
sonable to publish their names annexed to the transactions of a meet 
ing, of which they did not consider themselves members. In such 
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cases we may drop them from our minutes, and publish the reasons 
for BO doing. But an j ohurdbi's not becoming or continuing a member 
of this conference's not considered a bar of our fellowship with them, 

" Finallj, hrethreuy we consider ourselves to have no power cu an 
oMoeiaiion to determine any cases of discipline in the churches. Bui 
we are only to give our advice and opinion in those points, and intelli- 
gence in such matters as come within the limits of a free christian 
conference. 

** From what has been said, we learn that it is the church on/y,and 
not an association of diurcbes, or of ministers, that is authorized to 
execute ohurch discipline. 

** We are sensible that some may object to this, and say, that the 
church is imperfect and liable to make wrong judgment. True, — but 
if we admit of decisive councilSf to whose judgment the church miist 
nUnnit, — ^if their judgment is in opposition to the church, and the 
church is not convinced that they were wrong, — ^they cannot restore 
the member rejected,without counteracting their own judgments; and 
if they do it upon the judgment of others, still they can have no 
more fellowship with such a. person than before. It appears hence, 
thai decisive councils immediately militate against r^al fellowship and 
goepel union in the churches. But councils, for advice only^ in diffi. 
cult cases, are usefuL In this way, churches and Ix'ethren may gain 
light, and all their difficulties be happily settled. 

*^ Dear brethren, we now conclude, wishing you much of the divine 
presence, and heavenly' wisdom and skill, which are necessary to the 
right management of church government, that you may meet with 
the divine approbation in the great day of accounts, which may the 
Lord grant for the Redeemer's sake, Amen, 

« By order of the Associatioa « CALEB BLOOD, Moderato r. 

•* Sahubl Whelplt, Jr., Clerk J* 

Were the stem principles of gosi>el truth in regard to 
church order, here inculcated, more warmly cherished and 

Sractised in all our church and association al relations, Zion's 
ght would stream abroad, and the glory of the Lord rise 
npon us. 

We insert here ^the statistical table of the state of the 
clMrches for the year 1791, that the growth of the body da- 
ring the first ten years of its existence may be seen. Truly 
did ^the little one become a thousand"- here in the wilder- 
ness under the favor of a covenant-keeping God. The five 
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feeble chnrches tliat Tnet,and trembUnglj unfurled their ban- 
ner in 1781, now gratefully to Grod, look upon an armj of 

26 cornpanies or chnrcheR, and nearly 1800 members. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Annalt of the Body from 1792 to 1800; or/or ih€ seconddecadeofyeart. 
A period of great enlargement. 



The second chapter in this history, covering the nine^ 
years from 1792 to 1800, embraces a period of enlargement 
and prosperity among most of the churches, — in which great 
showers of Divine Grace descended upon all the hills of 
Zion. The extension of our peculiar sentiments as a de- 
nomination, — in the multiplication of converts, — the foima- 
tion o\' new and strong churches in important places, — and 
the increase of ministers of the Word of Life, — able and 
successful men, distiDgui.<>hes this period of the existence 
of the association more than any other. 

From 26 churches, 19 ministers, and 1,754 members in 
1791, — the association was enlarged in these nine years, to 
46 churches, having 33 ministers, and more than 4,100 
members. This has been an interesting chapter to the wri- 
ter, and no doubt it will be equally satisfuctory to the chris- 
tian reader, awakening his gratitude to God, for the won- 
ders of his red^fcming grace, among the churches, in those 
days of our Fathers. 

1792. 

Of the session for this year, we have no minutes, and 
therefore can say but little, and that chiefly by way of infer- 
ence from the minutes of the preceding and succeeding years. 
The meeting was appointed to be held at Elder Power's 
meeting house in Stillwater, — Elder Blood, preacher, and 
Elder Waldo, his alternate. The circular was to have been 
written by Br. Samuel Whelpley, jr. Deducting the addi- 
tions of the following year, from the totals of said year, and 

♦ The n)inutes.6>r 1801 were not attained when this was written, hence we dos- 
ed this chapter with the minutes for the year IdUO, making bat nine years in tho 
tbM>ter. 

3 
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the whole membership of the churches, must have been about 
2,100, showing an increase of more than 3oO during the 
year. The- following seven churches united at the session 
of 1792, as shown by the new names on the minutes, viz: 
1 Hartford, VVasliington co. (called Westfield at first,) 1 
GrecHjield ; 2 Galway ; . and 3 Galway, Saratoga co. ; — 
Pittstown and Alapletown, (since Hoosick) in Rensselaer co. 
N. Y. ; and the church in Somerset, a mountain town, east 
of Shaftsbury, in Vermont, 

Of revivals reported this year, it is impossible to speak 
definitely ; but there must have been large accessions to the 
Stillwater church again, under the care of Elders Powers 
and Irish. In 1793, they reported 413 'members ; from 
which if we deduct the increase of this year, 91, and add 
its diminutions, and we have about 333 as the number of the 
Siillwater church in 1792, an advance of about 100 from the 
year previous. By similar calculations we find that about 
25 had been added to the church at Pawlingstown, under 
Elder Waldo's care ; to the 2nd Lanesboro, 20 ; and to the 
Saratoga, 20. It was a year of progress in the body. 

1793. 

The Thirteenth session was held at Pittstown, with the 
church under the pastoral care of Elder Isaac Webb, whose 
name now appears for the first time on the minutes ; though 
it occurs after this, for nearly 25 years. The opening ser- 
mon was preached by Elder Waldo, from 1 John, 3: 2. 
" Beloved, now are we the sons of God, &c." Elder Blood 
was chosen Moderator, and Thomas Whelpley, clerk, of this 
session. The churches in Pownal, Vt., and Franklin, Del- 
aware CO., N. Y., united with^the Body. The whole num- 
ber of churches on the minutes was 35, with 19 ministers, 
261 added, 15 dismissed, 23 excluded, 18 died, and a total 
of 2,502 members. 

In three or four churches, extensive revivals had been 
enjoyed. To the Stillwater church, 91 had been added ; to 
the 1 Greenfield, Elder Joseph Craw, 69; to the. 3 Che- 
shire, Elder J. Leland Pastor, an addition of 38 was re- 
ported, making their number 163. The church in Hartford 
N. Y. under the care of Elder Amasa Brown, had received 
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27, and their whole number was 146. To the Bottskill 
church, Nathan Tanner, Pastor, 20 were added. To the 
church under Elder Hull's care at Little Hoos^ick, now call- 
ed Stephentowriy 13 : to the New Bethlehem, 17 ; I San- 
disfield, 11 ; Pawlingstown, Elder Wahlo, 10; Stockbridge 
and \\ est Stockbridge, Elder Samuel Whelpley, 13 ; Ches- 
terfield, Elder Ebenezer Vining, 7 ; 1 Saratoga, Elder 
Samuel Rogers, 12 ; Pittstown, Elder I. Webb, 9. These 
were the largest accessions, and truly to have heard the 
letters read from these several churches, must have been 
animating to the servants and saints of God, and caused them 
to "sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,' while 
they recounted the mercies of the Lord in his earthly tem- 
ple. It was "a feast of fat things," to the soul, and greatly 
did they enjoy it. 

Sermons were preached during the session by Elder Val- 
entine Rathbun, from 'Col. 3 ; 4 ; — and by Elder Leland 
from Acts 23 ; 6, "I am a Pharisee," as a closing discourse. 
Elder Leland had united with this body, the year past, — 
afler his return from Virginia, where he had labored very 
successfully for some 15 years, and baptised about 7()0 per- 
sons. The circular letter of this year, was from his pen, on 
the "Divine inspiration of the Bible ;" — and contains a va- 
riety of quaint saying'^, peculiar to its author. The extract 
following is a specimen : 

''Bbloyed Brethren : 

"It is a leading characteristic of the Baptists, that, without Pope 
or Kiog, for head, — without spiritual or civil courts, e&tablis ed by 
law, — without a conclave of Bishops, or convocation of clergy — with- 
out legalized creeds, or formularies of worship, — without a ministry 
supported by law, or any human coercion in discipline, they are so 
far united in sentiment, respecting the Ifew Testament, that a free 
correspondence and communion circulate among them. They have 
no King (on earth) yet they go forth, all of them by bands. The Bible 
18 the only confession of faith, they dare adopt ;— ^the final umpire 
they appeal unto, for^ decision of controversies. 

**But while we would felicitate ourselves with this infallible guide, 
we find ourselves boldly attacked by deists and infidels, — who seek 
to sap ihe foundation of our religion, — by asserting that Moses and 
the Prophets were enthusiastical cheats ; — and that Jesus and his 
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Apostles were but pitiful imposters : That all their writings are like 
modem priestcraft ; — like lh$ sublime nonsense of Jesuits. . Notwith- 
standing the variety of opinions, and discordance of sounds among 
those infidels ; — ^yet they are alike confident, and equally assiduous 
in declaring what is not true, — and never tell us what truth is. With 
all their boasted illumination, in the ground and law of nature, they 
never tell us what natural religion is, nor how the God of nature is to 
be worshipped." 

The circular goes on then to substantiate the Divine ori- 
gin of the Bible, by its antiquity, — the honesty of its writers, 
— the unity of the faith taught — by so many writers in dif- 
ferent ages and nations ; — by the exact fulfilment of prophe- 
cy,*— sublimity of style, — the wonderful eflfects of reading 
and explaining the sacred writings on the hearts and lives 
of men ; — by the patience of those who have suffered for the 
truth, — the careful preservation of the scriptures, — their re- 
proof of all vice and sin, — the honor they bestow upon God,' 
— the judgments that have fallen upon the enemies of the 
Scriptures, and the wonderful system of miracles that attend- 
ed the labors and confirmed the missions of those who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. This is a brief epitome of the rea- 
sons assigned in favor of the Scriptures, as the word of God, 
—and then the letter closes in the following manner : 

"Our faith is firm in the divioity of the Old Testament, as it is in 
the New ; — but as many things in the Old Testament are only his- 
torical,^-others form a code of political laws and moral precepts ; — 
while many things therein, were typical and temporary, — suited to 
the condition of a national church ; — we believe that christians should 
have recours-* to the New Testament for precepts and precedents to 
du*ect them in social worship. 

*'By what we have written, our desire is, Dear Brethren, that your 
faith be confirmed in the Holy Scripture, in this day o? Infidelity, 
and that m all your conduct, you may give heed thereto, as unto a 
light shining in ia dark place, and thereby prove to all that behold 
you, that you are Bib!e Christians"* 

This was no doubt a timely production, to establish and 
confirm the churches in the faith of God's word ; when 
French infidelity was not only poisoning the minds of its 

* This eiroalar may be-fomid entire in Elder Leland^s Works. 
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own natioB, — but, from the free intercourse of our people 
with the French, and the natural sympathy between the 
natioodj-'^the evils of that system were rapidly diffusing 
themselves in our land. 

But to return to the business of the association. Nothing 
of a marked character transpired, worthy of farther notice, 
save that a delegation of five Ministers, Eldeis Blood, 
Powers, Hull, Leland and Nichols, were appointed to at- 
tend, what was termed the ^''General Committee^ — tube held 
the last Wednesday in June, 1793, at Cheshire." It does 
not appear on the minutes, what was the design of this com- 
mittee, though it is referred to, in the associational minutes 
for several years. 

Delegates were received from, and others appointed to, 
the several corresponding associations, viz, — The Warren, 
Philadelphia, Stonington, Danbury, Woodstock and Ver- 
mont. 

The following matter of business is worthy of remark : 

"10. Appointed Elder Blood TVeasurer and Secretary/; 
— ^to keep the money and papers belonging to the Associa- 
tion." • 

Therecords of such a body should have a permanent place 
of deposit as well as the funds it may possess. Alter the 
appointments for the next session were made as usual, the 
body adjourned to meet at Pownal, Vt., in 1794.* 

1794. 

The Fourteenth Anniversary of the Body, was held at 
Pownal, on Wednesday and Thursday, June 4th and 5th, 
1794. The opening discourse was by Elder L. Powers, of 
Stillwater, from 1 Tim. 3: 1, — '*Thi8 is a true saying. If a 
man desire the office of a Bishop, he desireth a good work." 
The venerable Peter Wkrden of 1 Cheshire, the father 
or founder of this Association, now 66 years of age, was. 
chosen Moderator, — and Samuel Whelpley, jr., clerk. 

These six churches united this session, viz, — Norway y 
Herkimer co.. 2 Saratoga and Milton^ Saratoga co., 2 Coh 
naan, Columbia co. N. Y., and the Hancock and Great 

* The minutes were printed this year and for several years at LANSiNO<f 

9FBOB {— BT STLTSBTBB TiFVANY, for the BXTSBXND ASBOCIATION. 
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BarringtoTiy (now Egremont) in Matt. The number of 
churches reported this session, were 40, ministers, 23 ; 
added, 345 ; dismissed, 188 ; excluded, 78 ; died, 29 ; 
total, 2,809. These statistics indicate enterprise and pro- 
gress, as well as the Divine Blessing upon the labors of his 
servants and people. Revivals had strengthened and en- 
larged some of the churches, and some additions had been 
made to the majority during the year. The Pownal church, 
under the care of Elder Caleb Nichols, had been favored 
with the largest accession, 64 having been added to their 
number, making 137 in all. Elder Amasa Brown, of 1 
Hartford, had received 50 to his church ; — Elder S. Whelp- 
ley, of Stock bridge and West Stockbridge, 44 ; Elder S. 
Rogers, of 1 Saratoga, 40 ; — The Franklin church, Delaware 
CO. had added 31 ; — Elder Hull's church, Steventown, 20 ; 
Elder J. Leland, the 3rd Cheshire, 15; — Elder Joseph Cor- 
nell's church. 2 Galway, 13 ; — New Bethlehem, 12 , Botts- 
kill, 10; — Elder Jonathan Finch's church, 3 Galway, 9 ; — 
Elder Blood's 7, at 4th Shaftsbury; — and Elder J. Craw, 
at 1 Greenfield, 8. 

This session was harmonious, and a sermon was preached 
by Elder Wells of the Stonington Association from John 
12: 21, ***SiV, we would see Jesits,'* on Thursday morning. 
Of business matters, the following deserve mention. 

"8. Dismissed the Pawlingstown church, to the Danbury 
Association ; also dismissed the 2d church in Colerain, and 
the Somerset church, to the Leyden Association." 

*'ll. Agreeably to a motion made by the Stockbridge and 
West Stockbridge church, this associatiom recommends to all 
the churches in our connexion, to pay a strict and careful 
attention to regular gospel church discipline." 

Appointments were made for the next year, at Stillwater, 
and the following Nota JBene, is inserted at the close of the 
minutes: 

*'N. B. It is the request of some of the members of this 
association, that the several associations with whom we cor- 
respond, would print their minutes in sizeable octave. By 
this, we judge a valuable end might be answered ; — by be- 
ing all of one size, they might easily be reduced to a vol- 
ume, without any expense ; and being ranged in order from 
year to year, and bound together, they will naturally be 
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preserved. The various circular letters they contain, will 
be richly worthy of perusal and preservation ; — they will 
contain a body of divinity, in a fauiiliar style of letter wri- 
ting. 

** This method, followed a few years will produce at once 
a more extensive history, and accurate register of <lie Bap- 
tists in America, than any other. It will contain, at least, 
particular and extensive information, for rising gcneratiouF, 
without any expense, but merely the care of preporvlng, 
to this end, an octave size will be best.'* A wi^e 8U'^;:< s- 

CO 

tion. Would that it had beea regarded by the Body itself. 
The circular letter for this year was written by Elder 
Isaac Webb of Pittstown, on the ''^Agency of the Holy Spir^ 
it," upon the heart of man in order to conversion and sanc- 
tific<\tioi\. It is an able and sound document, and we give 
an extract or two that will show its general character: 

"The agency of the Spirit of God, is that operation of Divine power 
which either renews the sinner in the image of God, or afterTvarda 
produces in him divine conformity, to that image. It is the effectual 
operations of G«>d'8 spirit, of which we intend to treat, in distinction 
from thatoperation which attended Saul among the prcphets, or Ju- 
das among th«F apostles. "We speak of that powerful operation which 
renews the heart of the dead sinner, translates him oirt of the king- 
dom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son, and carries on 
the work begun by this change until it be consummated in glory 
The person who is the subject of these effectual operations is not only 
rationally convinced that he is a sinner, but he is thoroughly roused 
up to a sense of his condition. His awakened, his convinced, his af- 
frighted soul begins to realize his exposedness to the just displeasure 
of God. He finds himself tottering on the precipice, the awful pre- 
cipice of remediless destruction unreconciled to justice, he strives to 
escape it in vain, and is. at length brought nigh to the borders of de- 
spair. In this critical moment, grace interposes, and he is snatched 
as a brand from the burning ; the stony heart is taken away, and a 
heart of flesh is given, the captive soul is released, and a new song is 
put into his mouth, a new language flows from his lips, a new con- 
duct appears in his life ; — ^in a word all things are become new." 

With such a pen does the writer describe the work of the 
holy spirit in awakening and regenerating the soul of man. 
With equal clearness and force of language does he describe 
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the progress of the work of God's spirit in saDctifjing the 
heart, and preparing it for glory. 

" The agency of God's spirit carries on the salTation of the sinner 
from ffgeneration to glory ; it is all of God. But the renewing and 
Banctifying influences are capable of a distinction ; the former im- 
plant a principle of life ; the latter invigorate the principle implanted. 

In the^r«^, the spirit makes no use of the faculties of the soul; in 
the lastf the rational faculties are used, and become subservient to the 
work. The subject of the sanctifying operations of the spirit, has 
every faculty of soul rendered attentive to the things of God. He 
** with open face beholds as in a glass the glory of the Lord, and is 
changed into the same image, from glory to glory, as by the spirit of 
the Lord." By these transform.ng discoveries, progressive conformi- 
ty to God is carried on in his soul. While he sees in the glass of 
God's word, the Redeemer's beauty and his own frightful deformity, 
he abhors the one, and loves the other. He longs to be delivered 
from sin ; he pants after God, the living God. Thus the whole work 
of sanct flcation is carried on by clear, and soul-effecting views of 
the beauty of holiness and the deformity of sin ; whilst the Holy 
Ghost, hovering over the soul, creates m it that desire after the one, 
and aversion from the other, which leads a man to cleanse himself 
from all fiithiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of the Lord." 

But this must suffice for extracts from this interesting: 
circular letter. Such doctrinal teaching, must have made 
our fathers and mothers strong in the service of the Gospel. 

17^5. 

The Fifteenth Anniversary was held at Stillwater, Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, June «Sd and 4th, of this year. El- 
der John Leland delivered the introductory discourse, from 
Exodus .39 : 8, " And he made the breavSt-plate of cunning 
work." Elder Leland served as Moderator of this session, 
and Elder S. Whelpley, jr., A. M., as Clerk. Five church- 
es united with the association, this year, viz : the 4th GaU 
way^ (or 2nd Providence, afterwards ; ) the 2nd Greenfield^ 
Saratoga Co. ; the Mayfield (afterwards the Broadalbin) 
church,. Fulton Co, ; the 2d Canaan, Columbia Co. N. Y. ; 
and the church in Williamstown, Mass., a colony from El- 
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der Hull's church, in Berlin, N. Y. There were some 
churches dropped, and the A shjield churah, in Franklin Co., 
Mass., was dismissed, upon request, to unite with the Ley^ 
dea Association ; that occupied for awhile the region where 
the Franklin^ Mass., and the Windham Co.,, Vi., As>ocia- 
tions, are now located. The numher of churches this year 
was 40; ministers, 28; added, 182; dismissed, 106; ex- 
cluded, 45 ; died, 21 ; with a total of 3,029. 

Considerable accessions had been made to eight or ten of 
these churches. To the 4th Shaftsbury, Elder Blood's, 33 
had been added ; to the Bottskill, now under the pastoral 
ca»*e of the youthful Edward Barber, 27, and their whole 
memhership was 198; to the 1st Hartford, Elder Brown'g 
church, 31 ; to the 1st Saratoga, 11 ; to the Norway church, 
10 ; to Elder Hull's church, with two o'her ministers in it. 
Elders Eber Moffit and Robert Niles, 10 had been added ; 
to Pownal, Elder Nichols, 10 ; and to somt*, others 6 or 8 
each. But no large outpouring of the spirit had been en- 
joyed during the year, and although the cause of truth was 
advancing, there was a feehng of desire among the minis- 
ters for greater blessings from the King of Zioii upon their 
labors, and the churches of the body. Therefore, in the 
minutes of this year, we find the following item recorded, 
expressive of this desire for more grace from on high. 

''^ Item 13. Whereas a number of well disposed people 
on this continent have agreed to unfte in a general concert 
of prayer, for the out-pouring of God's spirit, on the^rsi 
Tuesdays of January y April, July and October ; this as^uci- 
ation, with heart- felt satisfaction, approves of the hame. 
We, therefore, recommend the observance of said days to 
the churches which we represent. In this concert, we hope 
there will be no distinction of denominations ; but that all 
will unite in the love and year of God,*^ 

This was but a few years after our brethren in England, 
and other christians with them, had begun what has been 
called the " Monthly Concert" of prayer for the spread of 
the Gospel in the world ; and we presume it was suggestive 
of this quarterly concert during this associational year. 
With what success these days of prayer were observed by 
the churches, before the throne of grace, let the records of 
subsequent years, and the developments of eternity, testify. 

3* 
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For a number of years in succession, a much larger addition 
was made to the churches, and the missionary spirit was 
brought into the midst of the brethren. No doubt it would 
be profitable to both churches and pastors to observe tridy, 
such days of prayer, oftener before God, when Zion is low, 
or trials disturb her peace and hinder her prosperity. The 
apostle said to the churches of his day, "Cast all your care 
upon the Lord, for he careth for you." 1 Pet. 5 : 7. 

The circular letter, for this year, written by Elder Powers, 
was upon *' Ministerial Commission and Reward." It was 
no doubt a timely document, and would well rep^^y a care- 
ful perusal now among the churches and pastors of this day. 
It is not in smooth and minced words ; but clothed in that 
language of earnestness^ and plainness of speech, that was so 
characteristic of the fathers of this association. We cannot 
refrain from inserting a portion of it in this work. 

" Bbloybd Brethren : 

""We conceive that ministers of the gospel receive their comrais- 
sion to teach and baptise, not from the church, presbytery, bishop, 
pope nor king, but from ihe Lord Jesus Christ. He "who is absolute 
sovereign in his church, calls some from the seats of erudition, and 
others from the plough, flock or hoat.and sends them forth to bear up 
his name in the world ; "whether they bear the title of ambassadors, 
angels, apostles, bishops, elders, evangelists, fathers, husbandmen, 
keepers, laborers, master builders, men of God, messengers, ministers, 
overseers, pastors, preachers, priests, prophets, reapers, rulers, scribes, 
servants, sons of Zion, stars, stewards, teachers, viue-dres8ers,watch- 
men, wise-men, witnesses, or any other; they receive their orders> 
alone from Christ, and are accountable to him for the discharge of 
tlieir sacred functions. There is not a single condition in their com- 
mission. Jesus does not say, " Go and preach, if people will ap- 
paud and pay you for your labor;" but contrary wise, "You shall 
speak my word unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear." In the discharge of this sacred trust, the faithful ser- 
vants of God have received disgrace, reproach, stripes and banishment, 
and the loss of all things, — their lives not excepted ; — but none of 
these things moved them ; they took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, not counting their lives unto themselves, to finish their course 
with joy, and the ministry which they had received of the Lord Je- 



CttAP. 11.] SBCOto TfiN YtARlS. 47 

BOS. These all died id the faith, (having obtained a good report) and 
rode to heaven in a fiery chariot. But amidst all their hardships, we 
never heard them complaining, thus : ''We wish we never had under- 
taken to preach ; if the people continue ungrateful and covetous, and 
will not give us more money, we will quit the wt)rk.** No 1 they had 
their eyes on God ; they viewed a day approaching when they sh* uld 
be called before an Omniscient Judge, to give account of their stew- 
ardship. They knew that the ingratitude and covelou8n<'88 of others 
would not atone for their own neglect ; a necessity was laid upon 
them ; yea, **woe unto them if they did not preach.'' 

** But are these things right? It is certainly right for ministers to 
mind their own business. But are ingratitude and covetousness com- 
mendable in hearer^i ? By no means. All the sufferings of Christ 
were occasioned by the wrongs of men ; — and many of the sufferings 
of his ministers proceed from the covetousness of those to whom they 
preach. Can it be supposed that Jesus Christ, who is infinitely wise 
and good, and just, would ever call men from the duties of life, — to 
leave their families and concerns, to spend their lives m serving oth- 
ers for their profit; — and lay no obligations on others to make just 
returns ? Surely no. " The laborer is worthy of his hire." " He 
who sows spiritual things, should reap temporal." He who is "taught 
in the word, should communicate all good things" to the teacher. — 
"The Lord hath ordained that those who preach the Gospel, should 
liv€ of it." These and many collateral texts are read and consented 
to, but poorly acted on. Some call in the aid of human law, to force 
people to pay the preacher ; — but this is making religion a principle 
of state policy, and keeping the preacher in a state house. Jesus 
Christ never, assumed the character of a civil judge, or a divider of in- 
terests among^men. He made no code of penal laws to punish men 
in this world, for not complying with his award. 

" Others suppose that these texts have no force in them, without the 
preacher is so poor and indigent that he cannot live toithout help. But 
this makes the christian system partial and unequal ; destroys the sense 
of those Bible words, hire, wageSy and reward ; and finally keeps the 
preacher in an alms-house. A preacher was once ordained in North ' 
"Wales ; — ^after the rites were performed, one of the deacons took him 
by the hand and saluted him thus : — " God bless you, my Brother, 
and keep you humble, — for we intend to keep you poor^ All that a 
minister can expect in such a predicament, is to grow rich by his 
poverty of spirit, being poor in purse, among a poor spirited people. 



48 SHAFTSBTTRY ASSOCIATION. [1795 

If a minister, in such circumstances, attends to merchandize, trade, or 
hard lahor^ it greatly embarrasses his mind, and generally destroys 
his usefuUiess and influence ; — and sometimes spots liis garments to 
that degree, that he never gets them cUan as long as he lives." 

Alas ! that such a statement is proved too true by univer- 
sal experience of such things. If a man, as this circular 
states is among a people too stingy to support him ; — they 
surely will not allow him a fair chance in the traffic of life, 
and he will in vain, among them^ hope to repair his broken 
fortune. There is a meanness of spirit in the dealings of 
churches sometimes with their ministers, that is sorely trying 
to a sensitive, a conscientious mind ; and which compels the 
minister to suffer a wrong continually, in the hope of yet re- 
forming his people ;— or else expose him to the shafts of 
scandal, under the charge of loving filthy lucre and becom- 
ing worldly-minded, if he seek a better field, that will allow 
him and his family to live decently by its cultivation. How 
much easier always for a church composed of 10, 25, or 50 
business men, to enlarge their subscription each a little^ to 
make a faithful Pastor comfortable, — rather than that he 
bear the want of 50 or 100 dollars a year continually, for 
the comforts of life that the majority of his brethren possess 
in abundance ? The following remarks from this voice of 
the ancients, in regard to the manner of raising a minister's 
support, deserves notice in many places to this day. 

" There ieems to be a significant silence in the New Testament 
about the mode of ministerial compensation ; — ^very likely for this rea- 
son, — that no mode would be convenient in all places. Some adopt 
the mode of voluntary stipulation with the preacher ; — others, agree 
among themselves how much they wilt give the preacher, without 
consulting him. Some again, carry in their presents individually 
without any mental consultation ; — while others trust to their weekly 
or monthly contributions, <&c. Each of these modes have their advan- 
tages and disadvantages ; — nor is it much matter what mode is fallen 
upon, if three things are attended to, viz : First, that such collections 
are not made by deforce of human law. Secondly, that the burden 
is equalized as nearly as the circumstance of things will admit. And 
Thirdly, that enough is done ; — for after all the plans that are adopt 
ed, for want of more of the spirit and punctuality of the Gospel, tnany 
of the ministers wrepoor, while they **make many rich,** A man 
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irithout paternal love and conjugal sympathy at least without natu- 
ral affection, makes but a poor preacher ; and if the preacher has na- 
tural affection, what pain must fill his heart to see his neighbors liv- 
ing in prosperity, hoarding up money to purchase cheap farms with, 
for their children, — ^while his own children are suffermg hard for n 
living, without the aid of their father, and without any prospect of 
assistance from him. 

" What remains is Flraty an earnest exhortation to ministers to 
magnify their office, and make full proof of their ministry ; taking 
the Prophets and Apostles, and the whole cloud of witnesses for ex- 
ample. And where any, or all of them fail, thro' infirmity, let them 
look unto Jesus, considering him who en<iured such c* ntradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest they grow weary and faint in their minds. 

** Secondly^ let churches that have ministers settled with them, 
prove their obedience to th^faith, by freely communicating to them 
who are set over them in the Lord. Instances have been where min- 
isters have had great search ings of heart, when coming to the table of 
the Lord, to know hoyr they coiUd commune with a people, so blind 
to their duty, and so close with their pennies ; — they often fear that 
all their labor has been in vain ; that they have fed the flock with 
unsavory food that produces no milk. Let members never stand 
disputing about a mode of communication, — ^but let each act accord- 
iug to his faith in the mode, and provoke each other to emulation, by 
striving who will offer the most vnllingly to the Lord. 

'* Thirdly^ Let not vacant churches, that have no settUd ministers, 
eoDsider themselves disinterested in this matter. Fvom such churches 
urgent solicitations are sometimes more lavish than liberal contriba- 
tions. When that is the case, such churches have need of preaching, 
it is true; and we advise the ministers to preach to them ; — and while 
they instruct them in the things of God, let them exhort the churches 
to abound in this grace also ; — and if ministers have been too negli. 
gent in this matter, we wish to supply their failure by this letter 
Vacant churches are often very inquisitive to know the wordly cir- 
cumstances of preachers who visit them, and the wealth of the people 
among whom they live ; and if they find the preachers are not in piuch- 
pg need, that the people where they live are wealthy, — they excuse 
themselves in their covetousness, from doing anything to help the 
caose. This mode of procedure, looks too much like making the 
"whole of Christian liberality to consist in almsgiving : — and, besides, 
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it either fixes the burden on the traveling preacher, " of going a war- 
fare at his own charges ;" — or on the people among whom he resides, 
in affording th ir preacher assistance, while he is gone from them to 
serve others. We wish to see vacant churches assisted ; — and we 
wish them to assist others, according to their power, — that one should 
not be eased, and another burde* ed. And may the Lord give all of us 
hearts to do our duty, each in his particular station, for Jesus* 6ake» 
Amln." 

Thus have we given the larger portion of this instructive 
circular, not knowing how to condense it, any more, or se- 
lect portions, without marring the beauty of it as a whole. 
May its lessons profit all who need them. 

The corresponding letter for 1795 was by Elder Justus 
Hull, and is a brief epistle, full of fraternal regard to the 
bodies in cx)rrespondence. Elder Blood preached a closing 
discourse and the association rose and separated, to their va- 
rious homes. 

1796. 

The sirteenth anniversary of the association was held at 
West Stockbridge, Mass., the 1st and 2d days of June, ac- 
cording to appointment. The introductory sermon was by 
Elder C. Blood, from 1 John, 4:8, *' ^ that loveth not, 
hnoiveth not God ; Jor God is loveJ* Elder Blood was cho- 
sen Moderator ; and Elder Hull, Clerk ; — when as usual 
the letters from the churches were read, and the following is 
the total of the alterations in the churches. Churches, 42 : 
— of ministers, ordained, only 20; added, 260; dismissed, 
75; excluded, 21; died, 21, — and a total of 3,181 in all 
the churches; nett increase of 150 from the last year. — 
The Chatham x'hurch, in Columbia Co., Clifton Park, and 3 
Greenfield, Saratoga Co., and 2 Hartford, Washington Co., 
N. Y., were received this session. 

The Otsego Baptist Association, formed during the year 
1795 on the 2nd of Sept. in Springfield, opened correspond- 
ence with this body by their messenger Elder Ashbel Hos- 
mer. This was the^r*^ association ever organizt'd to the 
west of this, in the State of New York, and it was especially 
welcome to the fellowship of this body, because its members 
were, some of them, the sons and daughters of the Shaftsbu(;y 
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Association, who had emigrated into the then wilderness of 
Central New York. Elders Werden, Cornell and Joseph 
Craw, from this body, were present at the preliminary meet- 
ing to arrange for the organization of the Association ; and 
at its first anniversary Elders Cornell and Jonathan Finch, 
were present, and aided them by their presence and counsel 
in arranging the order of their infant body. It was com- 
posed of 1 3 churches, 5 ministers, and 424 members. Some 
of these infant churches, had been planted and watered by 
the labors of Elders Blood, Cornell, Craw, and Caleb Nich- 
ols, of this Association. This body increased rapidly, and 
spread itself westward; so that in 1800, it embraced 57 
churches, 15 ministers, 329 added, during the year ; and a 
total of 1,764 members. 

The church in Franklin^ Delaware Co., was dismissed 
this year, to unite with the newly formed Otsego Associa- 
tion, with which it remained some fifteen years, and then it 
united with other churches in forming the Franklin Asso- 
ciation, now composing, (in 1852) 27 churches, 19 ministers 
and 2325 members. 

The spirit of revival seemed to have favored some of the 
churches dwing the year, and considerable additions were 
made to the following ; Bottskill, Elder Barber's 31 ; 2 (7a- 
n«aw. Elder Elisha Barnes, 12; 3rd Cheshire^ Elders N. 
Mason, and J. Leland, 26 ; 1 Galway^ 24 ; Great Barring- 
ton. Elder Jeduthan Gray, 13 ; 2 Oreenjield, 28 ; 1 Hart- 
ford, 49 ; and Stephentown, Elder Hull, 10; while to New 
Bethlehem, 9 were added ; 4 Shaftsbury^ 9 ; Sandisjield, 9 ; 
and some to nearly every church in the body. Hence it would 
appear that the Pastors and Brethren did not pray and labor in 
vain. No matters of business are recorded, of special inter- 
est, besides the usual routine,with preaching by Elder Zknas 
L. Leonard, of the Warren Association, on Thursday morn- 
ing from 1 Cor. 1:21 ; and a closing discour-^e by Elder 
ParsonSy from Heh. 12 : 15. Messengers were appointed 
as usual to the corre^ ponding bodies, following: V\ arren, 
Stonington, Danbury, Vermont, Woodstock, New York. Ot- 
sego and Leyden Associations. The circular letter was 
prepared this year, by Elder Blood, on Family Beligwn, — 
It is a good practical treatise, but we cannot find room to 
insert it, and we propose to give a specimen of the corves- 
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ponding letters this year. This was prepared by Elder Le- 
land, and is so brief and soul-stirring that we will copy it 
entire, with the form of addn^ss. 

** The Shaftsbury Associati(3n, to the* Corresponding As- 
sociations, sendeth Christian Love and Salutation. 

Beloved Brethren, 

" As the indulgent Guardian of man has preserved our lives, and 
brought us together, at this, our annual meeting ; — we have now an 
opportunity of addressing you in a collective capacity. It is a saying 
of the wise man, that tuoo are better than one, and a threefold cord is 
not quickltf broken. From which we learn that the design of Heaven, 
manifesteil by Nature's great law, as well as revelation, is, that men 
should be helpers of each other. The feeble state of infants, the un- 
wary paths of youth, the decrepitude of old age, the want in each 
eex, of the other, to make life agreeable; — and indesd, the inability 
of indivriduals to execute business of agriculture and the arts of me- 
chanism ; — all evince the utility of society in civil life. Nor are argu- 
ments les^ conclusive and pungent in matters of religion But how 
are the laws of Heaven, (in spme sort) frustrated by sin 1 rather we 
express it, the plum is gathered from the thorn, — the rose from the 
brier, — and the honey from amidst the stings. How- has sin, — how 
does self-love and self-importance torment and chafe our minds 
among those very persons — our partners, our nearest connections, 
whom Heaven ha^ appointed for our comforters ; and without whom 
we are more forlorn than the beasts of the wilderness. But is there 
no antidote, is there no way to escape all the snarls of social life ? — 
O gracious Heaven ! show us the way — the hidden way to obtain all 
. the blessings of society, without the disadvantages thereof. But here 
again, we check the language of our hearts ; — for the voice of revela- 
tion promises neither to individuals, nor societies, in this world, good 
without evil, — peace without contention, — a crown without a cross, 
— nor profit, without incumbrance. Seeing then, that this world is a 
mixture of good and evil, and men are in a middle state, between the 
consummate holiness of Heaven, and the deformity of Hell ; — let us 
wait patiently till our change comes ; — nor be so overcharged with 
the evils of life, as to neglect the use of those talents and means that 
God has assigned us in our pilgrimage here on earth. In this point 
of light, we joyfully embrace this opportunity of corresponding with 
you, by letter and delegates ; wishing that we might suggest a little 
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lo you, (at least two mites) for your furtherance in the Gospel ; and 
that in return, we might receive much from you, for our reproof, in- 
BtructioB and comfort. 

" We conceive that the church of Christ, which i? the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is not governed by the laws of men, but by the laws of Christ » 
— not by the acts of parliament, but by the acts and Epistles of the 
Apostles ; — not defended by carnal weapons, and instruments of death ; 
but by spiritual weapons and instruments of righteousness. Not by 
mighty nor by poweVy but by my spirit^ saith the Lord. This Kingdom 
forms no alliance with the Kingdoms and States of this world, but is dis- 
tinct from them ; — yet containing subjects in all of them, to be redeiftmed 
from among them. The negotiiAions, failures, violations, ratifications 
or punctual compliances of treaties between earthly kingdoms and 
states, no ways affect the church in its spiritual standing, which is se- 
cured in the great treaty between Jehovah and the Mediator. The 
council of peate w<^s between them both ; — in which covenant the per- 
sons and blessings of Christ's Kingdom are both made sure. The oflf. 
spring and vessels all hang on this nail. 

" Dear Brethren, if such is the security and happiness of the saints, 
— let us never forget ihe price of our redemption I The blessed 
Jesus came into this world, not to teach men husbandry or the mechanic 
aits, — not to instruct them in politics,— or any of the branches of sci- 
ence or natural philosophy ; — he never taught man the use of the mag- 
net or the mariner's art. No : these things are good and profitable 
among men, but infinite y beneath the cause that Jesus came to es- 
pouse. He came to do the will of him who sent him, and finish his 
work ; to magaify his law, to clear up his amiable character, to make 
a display of his excellent perfections, to build up truth, to expose sin, 
conquer satan, and save sinners by his blood. how immense the 
love I How free the grace I How inexpressible the kindness I How 
painful the conflict ! How interesting to us, and how triumphant to him- 
self, the .victory. The bleeding victim, slain underthe Mosaic institu- 
tion ; — the blood and smoke of the Jewish altars, but faintly pointed 
out the great offering of Christ, to make atonement for the sins of man^ 

" Let Arians, Socinians, or any others, undervalue the bloody sacri- 
fice and vicarious sufferings of the God-Man, Christ Jesus ; — yet on 
this foundation we trust our souls, and humbly hope to spend a long 
eternity in finding out tliisi knowledge of witty inventioi.s ; and in 
adoring the wisdom, love and grace, which we never expect, nor never 
wish to comprehend. 
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" Since our last Association, our dear brother, Rev. Joshua Moese, 
of Sandisfield, has departed this life. He began the work of his min- 
istry in his youth, — has followed it with unwearied zeal, solemn de- 
votion and practical piety, to a good old age, and died iu the triumphs 
of faiih. We have gospel ground to believe, that whde we are asso- 
ciating here on earth, and see his empty seat among us, — that he is 
associating with the saints in Heaven, and filling his seat among the 
servants of the Lord, — having received the blessed plaudit. "Well 
** done good and faithful servant, because thou hast been faithful over 
*' a little, I will make thee ruler over much ; enter thou into the joy of 
*• thy^Lord." may all of us, who are called to minister in holy 
things, " Be faithful unto death, that \«e may receive a crown of life.** 
And may the Lord raise up, and send forth, able, wise, spiritual and 
faithful laborers into his vineyard. 

" As to the state of our churches, there is nothing very flattering, 
nor is there any thing peculiarly discouraging. A wordly, careless 
spirit too much abounds in general ; but there are some revivings. — 
Upon the whole, we can say, " The Lord reigns ," — and his word ' of 
revelation recomme da itself to us with satisfactorv evidence. The 
preceding minutes will give any curious inquirer, the number of our 
churches, and what alterations have taken place since om' last anni- 
versary. 

•' In this present session, moderation and good order have presided, 
and some quickenings of the Holy Spirit. And may the Word and 
Spirit of the living God be our Guide and Comforter, forever. Amen.'* 

" By order of the Association. 

Justus Hull, Clerk. * Caleb Blood, Moderator.** 

1797. 

The Seventeenth Anniversary was held with the Bottskill 
church, in Union Village, as it is now called, Washington 
CO. N. Y., June 7th and 8th. This appears to have been 
the first and only session of this body, ever held witti that 
church. Elder Jeduthan Gray, of Great Harrington, 
Mass., preached the opening discourse from Ilora.*5 : 10, 
**For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God, 
by the death of his Son, &e." Elder Powers was chosen 
Moderator, and Elder Lemuel Covell, clerk. The h Iters 
from the churches indiaited progn^ss, and in some of them, 
revivals had cheered the hearts of God's people. 
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The largest accession was made to Elder A. Brown's 
church, the 1st Hartford, which had received the unusual 
number of 106. In a note at the foot of the page of statis- 
tics, it is stated that "this marvellous addition to the churchy 
began last June. In a tremendous war of the elements, a 
woman was killed by thunder, [lightning]. More than ybr- 
ty of these converts, dated their tirst awakening, from that 
solemn alarm." Such instances, of awakening by the fury 
of the elements, are on record in other places. In the town 
of Exeter, Otsego co. N. Y. ; *'in 1799, a most remarka- 
ble thunder-storm occurred, which, by the blessing of God, 
was the means of awakening some to a concern for their 
souls. Soonrafter, ten were added to the church.* Thus 
is fulfilled what we read in Job 37 ; 2-5, "Hear attentively 
the noise.pf his voice, and the sound that goeth out of his 
mouth. He directeth it under the whole heaven, and his 
lightning unto the ends of the earth. After it a voice roareth ; 
he thundereth with the voice of his excellency ; and he will 
not stay them when his voice is heard. God thundereth 
marvellously^ with his voice ; Great things doeth he, which 
we cannot comprehend^ And so says the Psalmist, 29 ; 3, 
4. "The voice of the Lord is upon the waters ; — the God 
of Glory thundereth ; the Lord is upon many waters. The 
voice of the Lord is powerful ; the voice of the Lord is full 
of Majesty." Oh! who has **an arm like God?— or who 
can thunder with a voice like him ?" 

Besides the revivals reported in Hartford, considerable 
accessions were made to some other churches. Elder Bar- 
ber, at Bottskill, received 13/ Chatham church, 12 ; Elder 
Cornell, at 2 Gal way, 10 ; Elder Gray 8, at Great Bar- 
rington ; Elder Craw 17, at 1 Greenfield ; and 10 were 
ad'led to 3 Greenfield; 14 to the Mapletown church under 
Elder Samuel Roger's care; and 14 to Elder Hull's church, 
the 1 Steventown, as named this year on the minutes. Six 
churches were added this session to the Body ; viz : — 2 Pitts- 
town, Elder Stephen Hunt, Pastor ; 2 Stephentown, Elder 
Robert Niles, Pastor, 3 «Sara^o^a, (afterwards called North- 
umberland) Elder Calvin HuU)ert,. Pastor ; 2 MiUon^ {sSi^v- 
ward Ballston Spa) ; Granville and Ballstown, N Y. Sta- 
tistics, as follows : — 48 churches ; *28 ministers; 271 add- 

* History of Bap. Miss. Convention, N. Y., page 19. 
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ed; 73 dismissed; 37 excluded; 26 died; total 3,458. 
From nine of the churches, there was no information this 
year, and a number of them had sent no information for 
some time, viz : Hancock ; 1 Shaftshury ; 3 Shajlsbury ; 
Chesterjieldy PiiUjield^ Norway^ Hine Partners, St, Coyck 
and Washington churches. A number of these had no]t en- 
joyed pastoral care for years, and therefore, as is usual in 
such cases, they either declined, or stood still in the cause. 

Little of sp cial interest is recorded upon this year's min- 
utes, and we will not dwell on them. There was preaching 
by Elder Hull, on Thursday morning, from Gal. 3 : 11, and 
'by Elder Sylvanus Haynes of the Vermont A^sociat.on, du- 
ring the day, from Heb. 2 : 4. The circular letter on 
** Godliness on Earth and in Heaven contrasted," was pre- 
pared by Elder J. Lei >nd ; and the corresponding, by Elder 
Barber; but we cannot insert them. The following singu- 
lar advertisement is recorded on the 8th page of the Minutes, 
as a caution to the churches against an impostor, which may 
be found below.* 

1798. 

The Eighteenth Session was held at Elder HulFs meeting' 
house, in Stephentown, N. Y., June 6th and 7th, apd open- 
ed by a Sermon from Songs of Sol. 6 : 9, ^^My dove. My un^ 
defiled^ is but one" by Elder Samuel Rogers, of Mapletown, 
or Hoosick. Elder Blood was chosen Moderator, and Elder 
Leland, Clerk. The letters read from the churches, indicated 
a slow but steady increase among them generally ; a Imost 
every one having received some additions ; and some of them, 
good seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
Those most highly favored were : — The Bottskill, 15 added ; 
Chatham 9, Elder Job Champion ; 1 Hartford, 15 ; West 
Hillsdale, 7 ; Mapletown, 17 ; Mayfield, since called Broad- 
albin. Elder Hezekiah Gorton, Pastor, 7 added ; 1 Pitts- 
town. Elder L Webb, 84 Elder Hull's church 12; and 
Elder Niles*, 2 Stephentown, 8 ; making them 58 in all. 

* "Take Notice ! — A certain man has been traveling around the country in the 
profession of the Ministry ; sometimes he calls XAvaom Dudley Young \ at other 
times. Peter PoiceT%, AWtis Waiter Powers ; — was whipped at Northampton, last 
fell for stealinff a horse, and declared th it he was Elder Lemuel Powers, of Still- 
water, Wbo the fugitive is, we know not, but take this method of clearing the 
mructer of Lemuel Powers of the charges that w re proved against the vagrant. 
Eldei Lemuel Powers Is a large, fat man, with large eyes ; but uie counterfeit, is a 
slim man, with small eyes." 
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The 2 Hillsdale church, sometimes called East Hillsdale, 
the church in Thurman^ Jehiel Fox, Pastor, (nOw Chester, 
Warren co. N. Y. ,) and the ParUidgejield, Mass., f called 
Peru in 1807, and then Hinsdale, in 1810,) were lidded 
this session. But the church at Pittsfield, Ma<4S. and the 
church at Nine Partners were both dropped. Th^ statistics 
of th^ Association are recorded as follows : — Churches, 47 ; 
ministers, 29 ; added, 161 ; dismissed, 62 ; excluded, 37 ; 
died, 14 ; and a total of 3,460 members. 

Elders Blood and Rogei s were appointed a committee to 
visit the 3d church in Shaftsbury,and report how tliey find 
ftaid church at the next association. A like commission of 
Elders, Rathbun, Gray, Hull, Leland, and Deacon Coo- 
man, were sent to visit the church in Washington. Also, 
Elders, Covell, Craw, and Finch, to visit the church at 
Norway, and report how they find their state. 

The body had now become so large and widely extended, 
that the question was agitated among th«m. Whether it is 
not best to divide the association ; — and in reference to this, 
we find the following item of business recorded on the 5ih 
page of the minutes for this year. 

•*]3. On motion of Elder Covell, agreed to refer it to 
the churches, whether or not, it will be best for the Associa- 
tion to be divided into two ? — and if it is thought most ad- 
visable, where the dividing line shall run ? The churches 
are requested to signify their minds on the subject at the 
next association." 

So early as this year, the merits and demerits of Specu- 
lative Free Masonry, become a subject of inquiry, and eli- 
cited from the association, the following expression of senti- 
ments in regard to it : 

"Item 14. Several queries from churches occasioned the 
foUowing advice. 

"Dear Brethren, — As a number of our churches are 
.greatly distressed by their members joining with the Free 
Masons^ for the peace of the churches we pray such to de- 
sist. If there is no moral evil in joining with the Masons, 
— yet it is sinning against the weak brethren, and he that 
sins against his weak brother, sins against Christ. But as 
this Association claims no jurisdiction over the members of 
churches, each church must judge for itself, according to 
fact and circumstAoce." 
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The circular letter was written by Elder Lemuel Covell, 
on the subject of **Gos])el Discipline ;" and the correspond- 
ing letter by Elder Robert Nile?. Each was very good of 
its kind, but we are unable to insert them. Arrangements 
for the next session were made, and the body rose aUer a 
sermon by Elder Leland from Isa.. 54: 17, **No weapon 
formed against thee shall prosper, &c ," Wilder Blood also 
preached cm Thuihday moining from John 1 : 14. And 
again did the brethren separate from the place of holy con- 
vocation, and go to theii fields of labor, to gather in a glori- 
ous harvest, ere another anniversary. 

1799. 

The Nineteenth Anniversary was held at Elder Giles's 
Meeting house, with the 2nd Stephentown church, June 5th 
and 6th. The introductory sermon was delivered by Elder 
Isaac Webb, from Rom. 2:7, " To them, who by patient 
continuance in well doing, seek for glory and honor, &c." 
Elder Samuel Rogers, of Mapletown, was chosen Modera- 
tor, and Elder Edward Barber, of Bottbkill, Clerk. Two 
churches, the Cambridge, or White Creek church, under the 
pastoral charge of Eld(*r Israel Craw; and the Kingsborough 
church, were added this session. But the churches at 
Washington, Mass., and the Norway church, N. Y., were 
dropped from the minutes. This was a year of great pros- 
perity in most of the churches ; large accessions having been 
made to many of them, and the mouths of God's people 
were filled with praise, and their hearts with gladness, for 
the wonders of divine grace 

The whole numbfr of churches reported in the minutes 
of this year, is 47 ; ministers, 33; added, 799; dismissed, 
79; excluded, 46 ; died, 18; and a4otal of 4,060. This 
was a net gain from the year before, of 600 members in the 
whole body. Would that we had a description of these re- 
vival mercies from the pens of those venerable pastors who 
were witnesses of them. Excepting one, we know not that 
any account of them is in print, or to be found. And that 
one from the glowing heart and ready pen of Elder Blood, 
of Shaftsbury, we will here copy from Backus' Church His- 
tory of New Engrand.* 
* Edition of Am. Bap. FnbUcfttion Soolet^Ti p. 316, 17. 
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He says : " In April, IT98, Mr. Blood, pastor of a Baptist church at 
Shaftsbury, in Vt., bad his soul greatly afiected with the low yiate of 
religion among them, with earnr^it cries that God would pour out t^is 
hyuii upon the souli^ of men, and save them from sin and ruin. la 
July follow ng. a person who had been converted before, came for. 
waid in Baptism ; and her declarati(n and example a^^akeued many 
others, and four were baptised in August, and sweiUeen u Septem- 
ber. And the good wo rk went on in such a manner, that on Feb. 21 
1799, he said: 'The whole number added to this church, since last 
May, is one hundred and sevenfy-five — twenty -five by letter and other 
wise, and 150 by baptism. Our whole number is 346. Many of this 
number are removed into different parts of the country ; there are» 
however, nearly 300 that live in the vicinity, the remotest of them 
D»t more than six miles from our meeting-house. Inhere are also 
about sevnty added to the West church in this town, since the work 
began ; and thirteen to the East church. In years past, there has not 
been the most cordial fellowship between the three churcJies in this 
town ; but the Lord has now effected a happy union between us. On 
the last Lord^s day in January, we all met at one commuuii n table. 
That happy day, my soul had desired for years. Nothing but expe. 
rience could have made me believe it possible, that I could have felt 
80 much solid delight, anticipated so much trouble, and rejoiced with 
so much trembling, at one and the same time. That day I trust wil| 
never be forgotten by me. 

" * In about two months after the work began, the whole town 
seemed to be affected. Conference meetings were attended two or 
three times in a week in almost every neighborhood ; and it was sur. 
prising to me, that scarcely a single instapce appeared of over-heated 
zeal, or flight of passion. Both sinners under conviction, and thoa^ 
newly brought into the liberty of the gospel, conversed in thefr meet- 
ings with the greatest freedom ; they spoke, one at a time^ a few words 
in the most solemn manner I ever heard people in my life. And in 
general they sp ke so low, that the assemblies must be perfectly still 
or they could not hear them ; yet a remarkable power attended their 
conver«»ation. Sinners would tremble as though they felt themselves 
in the immediate presence of the great Je hovah. S( me of all rank 
and characters among us have been taken ; from the most respectable 
members of society, to the vilest in the place. Some of our most 
noted deists have bowed the knee to King Jesus ; and a number of 
XJniversalists have forsaken their delusions, and em braced the truth 
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And when the Shaftsbury association met in June, 1799, (says Back- 
us,) they had accounts that 259 had been added in the year, to the 
three churches in Shaftsbury, and not one member had died in that 
time.'* 

, Such a revival of religion is seldom enjoyed in a church 
and town. It is an inestimable blessing to a community 
and yet its influence, if resisted, is awful, to harden and des- 
troy those who will not bow their necks to the yoke of King 
Jesus, nor open their hearts to receive bis truth and grace. 
V\ e take this to be a specimen, perhaps more than ordinarily 
strikinjr, of those seasons of blessing with which many of the 
churches of this body were favored for two or three years. 
To speak of each of these we cannot ; but may simply enu- 
merate the churches most highly favored during this year. 
Bottfckill, Elder Barber's church, received 13 ; Cambiidge 
church, which had been much distracted for years, and in a 
low state, had settled and ordained a paste r, Elder Israej^ 
• Craw, and added 27 ; Chatham, Polder Job Champion, 6 ; 
Chesterfield, Elder PLbenezer Vinin^r, had received 27 ; 
Clifton Park, 6 ; Great Barrington, Elder Gray, 24 ; 1st 
Hartford, Elder Brown's, 18; 1st Hillsdale, Elder Abel 
Brown's, 32; 2nd Hillsdale, 14; Mapletown, Elder S. Ro- 
gers, 21 ; Mayfield, Elder H. Gorton, 16 ; 1st Milton, 45 ; 
2nd Milton, 74; Northumberland, Elder Calvin Hulbert, 
16; Partrido;efield, Elder Ebenezer Smith, 29 ; Sandisfield 
74 ; Schodack, Polder Stephen Olmstead, 17 ; 1st Shaftsbury, 
73 ; 2nd Shaftsbury, 15 ; 4th Shaftsbury, Elder Blood, 171 ; 
1st Stephentown, Elder Hull, 21; 2nd Stephentown, Elder 
Niles, 10; Thurman or Chester, Elder Jehiel Fox, 34. A 
number of the churches were without accessions this year ; 
but came into remembrance before God the following year, 
and shared in the glorious displays of his grace. 

The corresponding ai«sociations were much increased by 
this time, as we find the following named in the minutes, be- 
sides those usually printed, located in the Southern States, 
viz : — " By the hand of Brother Brame,. received Ministers 
from the southward associations, viz : Georgia, Charleston, 
I7euse, Baptist General Committee, Portsmouth, Middle 
Districty Tar River, Dover, Culpepper, Goshen, Roanoke, 
Ketockton, and Baltimore.'* 
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Here are IS associations of Baptists sooth oT the Phila- 
delphia, embracing a large brotherhood of disciples. And 
in the middle and eastern states there were 8 other associa- 
tions in- correspondence with the Shaftsbnrj, making at 
least, 22 snch bodies, in the United States in 1799. Thi» 
RejuselaerviUe also^ located in Albanj Co., and westward, 
formed in 1798, — asked for correspondence ; and a commit- 
tee of Ministering Brethren, were appointed to visit them 
at their session "- the 3d Wed. in Oct., at the house of £lder 
Josiah Baker, in Renssetaerville ; and report at the next 
association." So caotions were the Brethren, in extending 
their fellowship to nnknown bodies. The following is an- 
other instance of their christian pmdeQce, as well as tendeiS 
ness toward those whom they knew, bat coald not receive 
officially, 

'' 10. Inasmnch as the Vermont Assodadon has fallea 
into two parties, and each of those parties sent Messengers to 
us, claiming a right to be received as the Delegates of Ver» 
fjumt AssodcUion, with whom we formerly corresponded ;^ 
Agreed, that this association does not wish to hurt the feel- 
ings of either party, or any way intimate that we do not fel- 
lowship them as Christian Brethren and Chnrches, bat de*^ 
dare that we have fellowship with them as such : Bnt as 
we cannot receive the delegates of either party, without sup- 
porting their claim, we think it most advisable not to receive 
on^f of them in their official capacity, — ^bnt wish to exercise 
every degree of Christian love to them, and request all of 
them to take seats among us, in the capacity ofindividucdsJ* 

The following item of business also, shows the frankness 
of those times in regard to disorders that were creeping into 
tlie churches. ^* Some su^estions in the letters from Ma- 
pletown and Fittstown respecting the power of an Associa- 
tion, occasioned the following declaration. 

^ The Association take this opportunity of declaring their 
sentiment ; — that it is gospel-wise for the Association, when- 
ever they receive oflficial information that any church in the 
Union has fallen from the faith and practice of the Gk>spel, 
that the Association may and ought to withdraw their fel- 
lowship from such church as fully and publicly, as they 
formed fellowship with them at first." 

The proposition made List year to divide the association, 

4 
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was postponed for the present, and the Brethren continued 
a few years more in the same body. 

The circular letter was written by Elder Lemuel Covell 
of Pittstown ;— on " Close walk with God;** and the Corres- 
ponding Letter, by Elder Joseph Cornell, we insert, because 
so brief and appropriate, as a ^specimen of his style of 
thought and writing. Elder Cornell had removed to Gal- 
way, 2nd church, in 1794, from Manchester, Vt., and re- 
mained ^ve years as Pastor of the Galway church, when he 
became a missionary in Western New York and Upper Ca- 
nada for three years, under the patronage of the Mass. Bap. 
Miss. Society. We insert this Corresponding Letter from 
his pen, as a kind token of fraternal regard, from one body 
of the Christian discipleship to another. 

** The Shaftthury Association, to the Corresponding Associations 
sendeth Christian Salvation, 

** Beloved in Christ cub Lobd. 

*< Through the goodness of God, another of our long wished for an- 
niyersary meetings has come, which gives us an opportunity of ad- 
dressing you; and it is with joy we have hlessed news to commimi- 
oate, that large additions have been made to a numher of our church- 
es. The cords of Zion are lengthened, and her stakes are strengthen- 
ed ; the prophecies and promises of Christ are fast fulfilling, — ^his 
work is hefore him, and he will reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. But while our hearts are hursting forth in songs, that 
the wilderness buds and blossoms as the rose, and the desert is be- 
come a fruitful field in many places ; — we are checked with heavy 
tidings from other of our churches, that a great^edension has taken 
place among them, through the baneful influence of the honors of the 
world, the cares of this life, and the deceitfulness of riches ; so that 
our cup is mingled with joy and grief. Jot, to hear of the outpour- 
ing of God's spirit in the conversion of sinners ; being assured that 
all things work together for g^ood, to them that love God, who are 
called according to his purpose ; — ^knowing that such are built on that 
rock against which the gates ef Hell shall never prevail. Gbief, to 
to find that any should forsake their first Love, be hindered in their 
heavenly race, and wound the heart and hands of Christ in the house 
of his friends. But while we rejoice with those that rejoice, weep 
with those that weep, and mourn over those that are fallen ; — we have 
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this to comfort' us, that religion has gained much ground among ns 
the jear past : blessed be God I Now, Dear Brethren, we desire to 
continue our correspondence with you, that we may know of youi 
how the cause of truth prevails among your churches ; and our sin- 
cere prayers .are, that the enemies of Christ may bow before his 
truth, the flood of errori be dried up, and the King of Qlory reign 
triumphantly throughout the earth. 

** With pleasure we have received Minutes, Letters and Messen. 
gers from several of our sister Associations, and wish to return the 
tokens of Love and Friendship. And may the Lord preserve us all 
'rom every evil, and bring us to his heavenly Kingdom. 

" By order of the Association, 

Samuel RooEas, Moderator. 

** Atteitj Edwajid Babbkr, ClerkJ* 

1800. 

The Twentieth Anniversary of the Association, which 
will close np the history both of the 18th century, and the 
second period of the existence of this Body, was held in El- 
der Blood's meeting house at Shaftsbury center, on the 5th 
and 6th of June. The Introductory discourse was by Elder 
Justus Hull, according to appointment, from 2 Oor, 4 : 
7, — ^^ But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." 

Elder Blood was chosen Moderator, for the sixth time, in 
a dozen years, and Elder Elias Lee, of Ballston Spa, Clerk. 

The letters being read from the several Churches, furnish- 
ed statistics for the table following : which we copy entire, 
as we did in the year 1791, — that the state of the whole 
Body may be seen at a glance. 

N. B. Names of ministers are in small capitals. Those 
with this mark *, were not present. From churches mark- 
ed thus t> we had no accounts, this session. A dash — de- 
notes no settled minister. 
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Tbe Bottskill church, for some reaaoo not ipecified in the 
minntea, withdrew from the body, though not from its fel- 
lowship ; and tha Stillwater church, though repreiented b^ 
three delegates, yet gave no Btdtiaticfl for the minutea, be- 
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cause they were in' a broken condition ,-rHSo that the total of 
members in the Association, does not seem as large as would 
have been expected, afler an accession of 767. The net 
increase from last year, is but 67 ; — while if those two 
churches had reported the number of the previous year, 
464, — the net gain would have been 531 ; — and the total 
number, 4,591. But with the diminution above named, 
from the absence of the statistics of these churches, the year 
1800 presents a great increase from the year 1791, when 
wo printed the whole statistics before. Let us compare 
them for a moment. 

In 1800, 46 chhs. ; 83 miniBterB ; 767 added ; and a total of 4,127 
** 1791,26 " 19 " 408 " « 1,754 



leerease, 20 " 14 ** 879 more added in a yeai, and 2,878 

more members ; or more than double the membership, and 
nearly double the number of churches and ministers. This 
was a great enlargement Id only nine years ; and a greater 
still in ] 9 years, or since,the association was organized, ia 
1781. Sorely might the Fathers and Brethren exclaim at 
this session, in comparing the beginaing of the B^dy, with 
the then present condition of their churches, and of the de- 
nomination in these parts ; — '' What hath God wrought f " 
What a firmament of churches in the eye of our Brethren ! 
and what a galaxy of stars in the moral worth, piety and 
talents of such ministers, as A. Brown, Barber, Blood, 
Covell, J. Craw, J. Fox, H. Gorton, Gray, Hull, Hartwell, 
Irish, Leland, Mason, Niles, Nichols, Olmstead, Smith, Yi- 
ning, Webb and the venerable Werden, now leaning on his 
staff for support, while he worshipped God among his Breth- 
ren. An unusual amount of talent, piety and worth, con- 
centrated in one Association I What wonder if these ^*beit 
ffifis" in the ministry were coveted by the churches else- 
where, and some of them drawn away to other fields of labor 
in the growing west, as were a Gorton, Hartwell, Irish, 
Niles and some others, in a few years. 

Of the revivals reported this year, the most powerful had 
been enjoyed in the 3 Cheshire, and the Stephentown and 
Petersburgh churches. There had been good accessions to a 
large proportion of the churches, as will be seen by the table 
of statistics ; but the showers of grace came down upon the 
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charches under the care of Elders Hull and Leland. We 
cannot furnish, as would be gratifying, a specific account of 
the work in Elder Hull's congregation ; though it must be 
a powerful work of Divine grace that increases a church in 
one year from 165 to 298, a gain of 133. But of the revi- 
val in 3 Cheshire, under Elder Leland's labors, the follow- 
ing account from his own pen will be acceptable, we pre- 
sume. After stating the labors of his ministry for a number 
of years in itinerating in New England and New York ; he 
says: 

''Id August 1797, 1 made a tonr to Virginia, and was gone six 
months. I preached all the way there, and traveled and preached 
among my old friends three months, and then returned, haying trav- 
eled more than 2,000 miles, and preached more than 170 times. My 
friends through the whole received me kindly ; — ^but I saw no great 
revivals of religion anywhere, save only at Scotch Plains, (N-. J.,) 
among Mr. Yanhom's people. After my return, I was busUy em- 
ployed in domestic concerns for about 18 months, preparing to go to 
Virginia again, in August, 1799. To this end, I had sent on appoint 
ments for meetings, about one hundred miles on my way, as far as 
Garmel meeting house. Having finished my domestic afiairs a fort- 
night before my appointments began, I told the people in Cheshire, 
that I would preach for them every day or night until I started. At 
this time, a heavenly visitant came to my house, — ^my hearty with the 
salutation of ''Peace be to you, — peace on Earth and good will to 
man.'' When I sat in my house, it would seem as if the room was 
white-washed with love. When I went into the field, a circle of 
heavenly mildness would seem to surroimd me, and the following 
words would be injected into my heart again, again, and again ; **The 
Lord will work!* Mj meetings during this "feast of tabernacles," (as 
I called the fortnight,) were crowded. At the meeting-house, such 
silence reigned as I had never seen before. My struggle of mind was 
great, whether I should go to Virginia and leave these hopeful ap- 
pearances, or stay at home, and strive to tan the sparks. And as the 
time drew on, my struggles increased. I prepared for my journey, 
and preached my last sermons a few miles on the way. The people 
followed in droves, and, in time of meeting, wept bitterly. I finally 
went on my journey, and attended my appointments, which I befora 
bad made, the distance of 100 miles, — and then returned back. I 
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was gone about twenty days, preached about the same number of ser- 
mooB, and baptised 13 persons. On my return, I found the work had 
broken out like the mighty rushing waters. This induced me to 
preach every day or night until the March jfoUowingi in which time 
more than two hundred were baptised. 

Before the work made a visible appearance, and for three months 
afterwards, there was not a day but what I had the spirit of prayer, 
and a travail for souls *, and often felt as if I should sink under the 
weight of my burden, if souls were not delivered Sometimes, indi- 
viduals would lay in my heart ; at other times, the longing desire 
would be more general. After three months I felt that spirit of 
prayer abate, but the spirit of pr^^aching continued for three months 
afterwards, until the ingathering was over, and then,, the peculiar im« 
pression which I had, subsided."^ 

Very few of the churches had received no accessions du- 
ring the year. Several that were barren the year before, 
had been favored with a blessing ; while the following had 
shared in the continued influences of the Holy Spirit from 
the year previous, receiving almost an equal number each 
year ; viz : Chesterfield^ 18 this year, and 27 the last ; Great 
Barrington, 29^ this year, and 24 the last ; 1 Hillsdale, 28, 
this year, and 32 the last ; 2 Hillsdale, 12 this year, and 14 
the last ; Mayfield, 27 this year, and 16 the last ; Schodack, 
33 this year, and 17 the last ; 1 Stephen town, 135 this year, 
and 21 the last; and 2 Stephentown, 14 this year, and 10 
the last. Beside these, it will be seen by the statistical 
table, that considerable additions were made to the Cam- 
bridge, 1st Canaan, Chatham, 1 Cheshire, Elder Wer den's; 
Kingsboro', 1 Providence, Pownal, and 2 Saratoga churches. 
This anniversary must have been a joyful occasion to the 
ministers and brethren present, in recounting the wonders 
of grace during the year, amtng lo large a number of the 
churches, bringing into the folds of the Heavenly Shepherd 
so many lambs of Christ, and returning a large number of 
the sheep who bad wandered from their Shepherd's care. 
It might well be called a year of Jubilee. And the feast 
was kept by a large gathering, both of ministering and other 
brethren, from near and far off. There were present Twen- 
ty ministers, as delegates from their respective churches, be- 

* Anto-MognH?^7 <^ "Eldei J. Leland, in his works, p. 81. 
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side some sixty other brethren ; who with a dozen or more 
visiting ministers, made nearly one hundred members of the 
Body at this very interesting session. The following As- 
sociations were represented by Messengers or minutes, or 
both'. 

Philadelphia, Elder Andrew Harpending, and Minutes ; 
New York, ■ , Letter and Minutes ; 

Danbury, Elder Babcock, " and ** 

Lrcyden, ** Bemis, ^ and " 

Otsego, N. Y., Elders Hosmer and Lawton, and a letter ; 

Woodstock, Minutes : 

Warren, Elder Orcutt, Letter and Minutes ; 

Bensselaerville, Elder David Mudge, Letter and *^ 

Various items of business are recorded, which deserve to 
be mentioned, among which are the following. 

"10. " Query, from the 1 st church in Cheshire ; — ^Is it 
not best, all things considered, to endeavor to promote a 
public fund for the benefit of suffering churches in the As- 
sociation ?" 

''Recommended to the consideration of the churches, and 
wish them to signify the result of their deliberations to the 
association, at our next session." 

"11.— Elder Ebenezer Smith presented a petition from 
the church in Partridgefield, stating that they are in distress, 
by being taxed, and having their property sold at public 
auction, to assist in building a Congregational meeting- 
house ; that there is some hope of obtaining redress, if they 
can raise money enough to carry on a suit at law ; — they 
therefore request the advice and assistance of the Associa^ 
tion in their embarrassed situation." 

The brethren after some deliberation, proposed to aid 
them by a contnbution, which amounted to 845,50. And 
to this, they added the following salutary piece of advice, 
viz: 

"To strive to be at peace with all men ; but at the same 
time to use i^ll lawful endeavors to preserve inviolate the 
rights of cc^i|(9^ce and property : — and as we think the 
conduct complatne4i of, is a violation of both, we conclude 
they have a right f^>tandin their own defence; and do 
promise to afford thea^ further assistance if needed, to re- 
lieve them from their present distress. In order to carry 

4* 
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tbe above mentioned purpose into execution, Elders, Wer- 
den, Leland and Smith, were appointed a committee to de- 
liver the money collected, and report to the churches, what 
further assistance they need." 

This was the first instance of a like kind, occurring, in 
in the history of this body, and it came up before the breth- 
ren again in subsequent years. The design of the query 
from the Cheshire church about a public fund in the asso- 
ciation, was, doubtless, to furnish the means wherewith any 
church might be defended against illegal or oppressive mea- 
sures, like those that afflicted this church of Christ. The 
Ashfield church, for a few years in this body, had been a 
like sufferer from the oppressions of a sister denomination. 
Backus says of this case, in his church history of New En- 
gland : 

"The town of Ashfield was planted in 1751, and a Bap- 
tist church was constituted and organized there, in 1761, 
with a large majority of the inhabitants in their favor. They 
had upheld worship there through all the perils of a long 
war ; yet afler it was over, others came in, and obtained a 
congregational minister, and taxed the Baptist minister,* 
and his people, for his support. One condition in the grant 
of the town was, that they should settle an orthodox minis- 
ter, and build a meeting house ; — and as the Baptists were 
taxed for doing that, they paid it. But after they had done 
it, a law was made in 1768, which took the power out of 
the hands of the inhabitants, and put it into the hands of the 
proprietors, many of whom did not live in the town, to tax 
all the inhabitants of the town for the support of said mins- 
ter, and to lay the tax wholly upon the lands, be they in 
whoge hands they might ; and to seU the lands, if the owners 
refused to pay it. The word support was not in the origi- 
ginal griint of the town from the government. Yet in 1770, 
three hundred and ninety-eight acres of land, owned by the 
Baptists, was sold, because they refused to pay a tax laid 
contrary to the original grant of said lands. They sought' 
to the legislature fpf relief, without any suxjcess for near 
thfee years, and then sent to the Kiftg ih council, and got 

* This ynty ml9lster, was the Eov. Ebenezor Smith, of Partridgefield, in 1800, 
anairtio asked the iotervention of thd Shaftsbnrjr Body, with money and otlior 
needful aid, agaihst religions oppression. 
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that law disannulledl. But no sooner was the news of il 
published here, than a malicious prosecution was commenced 
against the character of a chief father of that Baptist church, 
and though he was fully acquitted upon trial, jet he got no 
recompense for his costs and trouble. This plainly discov* 
ers what wickedness is the tsonsequence of supporting reli- 
gious ministers by force." Backus, p. 190-191. 

This is but one of many similar persecutions for conscience 
sake, to which our Baptist Brethren, in Massachusetts, were 
subjected in the earlier period of our colonial history, and 
before the war of the revolution had wakened up a general 
love of liberty, and made the whole people jealous of all en- 
croachments upon it. And yet the right to enjoy liberty of 
conscience in matters of religion, seemed not to have been 
well understood and properly respected, by Tery many, un- 
til past the close of the Eighteenth Century. For further 
illustrations of this spirit of persecution, as recorded by 
Backus and Benedict ; see the note below.* 

Another matter of general interest that came ap at this 
session is found in the following paragraph of the records of 
the Body. Here is the germ of that organization of our de- 
nomination for missionary objects and for Christian inter- 
course from time to time, that was finally accomplished in 
the Providence of God, by the instrumentality of Judsdn and 

*Iii farther illnstration of the severity of the Oongregationalists or ** standing or- 
der/^ against the Ashfield Brethren, read the following extra )t from Benedict'b his- 
tory of the Baptists, Vol. 1, p. 435, 486. 

** The Ashfield church formerly belonged to the Warren Association, but for some 
reason it does not now, (in 1812) associate with any oonnection. It was formed in 
1761, and Ebenezer Smith became its pastor. For a number of years, this church 
and its adherents were persecuted with great severity by the predominant party. 
In 1770, about 400 acres of their land were disposed of at public sale, by the furious 
parish tax-mthcrers. For a demand of less thnxi four doUara^ Mr. Smith was dis- 
possessed often acres of his home lot From his father was taken twerUv acres, 
containing his orchard and burying ground, which was struck off to one Wells, for 
less than seven dollars. This coveting of fields, and taking tfaem by force, goes be- 
yond any thing we read of in England. There is an account of the Pope taking 
land in a similar way, A'om the Waldenses in France ; — ^but in protestant countries 
no example of the kind appears. In these distressing circumstances the Baptists 
petitioned the Boston Assembly for relief; — a number ol fair promises were made, 
but no assistance was afforded them, until they by the assistance of Gov.piutchinson, 
addressed the king and council, by whom the law, which sanctioned their oppressions, 
was disannulled, and their land order >d to be restored. The business was not finally 
fl^ed until 1774, by which time, the minister, who had been the occasion of aU 
this oppression, became obnoxious to his own people, and went off with the estate 
which had been settled upon him."— [j80n«<2ic^ Jxmo Ed. p. 420. 

Another case of cruel religious persecution, is narrated by the venerable Baokua, 
■s endnred by the Baptists in STuanBinev ; in the following words : . 

**• The oertlfiaate acts which were made from time to time,, to exempt ua from 
ministerial taxes, were often violated by our oppressors, especially vrUet* u«^ 
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Luther Bice, in 1814, when the latter had rallied our de- 
nomination together, to accept the services of the former, as 
our first Foreign Missionary among the heathen. 

** Item 12. Took into consideration the motion from the 
Philadelphia Association, respecting a general conference^ 
which is in these words : — ' Apprehensive that many advan- 
tages may result from a Gei^ebal Conference, composed 
of one or more members from each Association, to be held 
every ancj two or three years, as may seem most subservient 
to the interests of our Lord's Eangdom ; this Association re- 
spectfully invites the different Associations in the United 
States to favor them with their vipws on the subject.' After 
some conference on the subject, concluded to recommend it 
to our churches to favor us with their views on the matter, 
at our next session ; and we will then return an answer to 
the Philadelphia Association." 

*' Item 13. Oil motion of Elders Webb and Coveli, voted 
to recommend it to the churches, to lend some assistance to 
the Baptist church in the village of Troy, towards building 
a house for divine worship. When we consider that their 
number at present is but small, and consists mostly of fe- 
males, — there being not more than two or three males who 
can advance any thing towards such an undertaking : — and 
at the same time consider that there is a favorable prospect 

ehnrches wore formed. The Baptist chnrdi that was formed at Storbridge in 1749, 

give in oertlflcates aooording to law, and yet they were all taxed to the parish mln- 
ter ;— and in two yeanf/M men were imprisoned for it, at Worcester ; and three 
oxen, and eight cows were taken away besides a great deal of other property. Sev- 
eral men sued for recompense, and at length Jnogment was given for uiem, in one 
ease ; bnt the other cases were non-snited, undw the pretence that the actions were 
not commenced against the right persons. The Baptists Indged that their damages 
In these cases were not less than/bttr hwndredi dollars. And a representative from 
Btarbridge prevailed with our Leglslatare to make a new law in 1752| to exclnde 
all; Baptist cnnrohes trom power to give certificates, nntil they had obtained certifi- 
cates nrom three other Baptist chnrches, that they esteemed Boid churchy to be con* 
scientionsly Anabaptists ; — ^that is. rebapUMra^ — which they never did believe. — 
Tet, rather than to snATer oontinoally, most of the Baptists conformed in some mea- 
sore to their laws, nntil they were convinced that true help coald not be had in that 
way, and therefore they condnded in 1778, to give no more certificates, and pub- 
lished their reasons for so doing.*^— [JSocXtm, p. 190. 

One more extract, to illustrate the spirit of persecntion, visited in those days^ 
iiI>on oar fkthers for their tenacity to Biq>tlst views. 

** More of this appeared in other places. After the Baptist church was formed in 
Haverhill, (Mass.) in 1766, they gave in certificates to Uie other denomination ae- 
eording to law ; and yet they were all taxed to them. And in 1766, a large quan- 
tity of goods were taken from one of their society ; and they sued for recompense 
In sevmJ courts, until Judgment was riven in their favor, in 1767. by our euperior 
eowrt. Their opponents had promised that this i^ouM be a final trial:— yet they 
▼iolated that promise, and proeured another trial in Jane, 1769, when the case was 
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of their soci'^.ty's increasing, if they had a suitable place to 
meet in, and had preaching part of the time, (which they 
might have, if they had a house,) — together with the im- 
portance of having the cause of religion built up in that 
place ; we flatter ourselTes that our churches will come 
forward with promptitude, and contribute liberally for so 
noble a purpose." 

It does not appear by the minutes of succeeding years 
bow much, or whether any thing was contributed in aid of 
the then infant cause in Troy ; but be that as it may, the 
Lord took this interest usder Ids patronage, and so caused it 
to flourish that the Association was held in the Baptist meet- 
ing house in Troy, N. Y., in the year 1806, when the church 
reported a membership of 76, with Elder Webb, as their 
Pastor. And now what a contrast ! After the lapse of fifty 
years, according to the statistics of 1852 the Baptist cause 
in Troy is- composed of two strong churches, the First em- 
bracing a membership of 754 ; and the Second^ or North 
church, having 241 members ; being a total of about one 
thousand in the two churches. Surely *^ the little one has 
become a thousand, and the small one, a strong people " in 
this case, literally. 

The circular and corresponding letters for this year were 
by Elders Barber and Webb. ThQ first by the excellent 

tarned agafnst the Baptists, which cost thorn 250 dollars. And they suffered 
much, other ways, for several yea''8, bat they have been well treated since. 

** At Montague, they made distress upon the Baptist Committ^ who signed 
their certificates, and not upon others, and when they sued for recompense, the 
case was tamed against them, both in their inferior and superior courts, upon a 
pretence that thov could not witness for themselves; — ^though there were three of 
them ; and if their names hnd not been in the lists, they could not have been ex* 
empted. And both there, and in the Haverhill case. Baptists were not admitted as 
witnesses of plain facts, beciEiuse they were parties concerned; — though judges and 
Jurors were as much so as they : — [on the other side]. 

** The Baptists in Berwick and Goreham suffered much in these ways, as many 
others also did. And as their exempting law expired in 1774, another was made, 
which required that their certificates should be recorded in each parish where the 
Baptists lived, who must give fov>r pence^ for a copy of it, in order to clear them- 
selves, which is three pence sterling ; — the same as was laid on a pound of tea, 
which brought on the war in America V — [BachtM^ p. 191, 192. 

For further particulars of such things, see Backus mrtlier, and Benedicts history 
of the Baptists. From the sphit thus manifested towards our fathers, and that too 
within a centuir, it would hardly be supposed that this same denomination Of 
Ghiistians would be loudly censuring us, because we would not welcome them to 
the table of the Lord among us. And yet it is verily so. We would not, if we 
covld^ load them with any civil disabilities, pain or penalties, for their errors 
in doetrbie or practice ; niuch less for their ill-treatment of our ancestors. But we 
would strive to win them, to the truth, still farther, by a kind demeanor, until 
'*we all come to theunily of thefaith,^* and acknowledge the ^ne Lord, One 
Faitli, and One Bapti0m.''---[ii^ 4: 6~1&] 
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Barber, on << Humility as one of the most amiable qualifica- 
tions of a Christian professor," — we should be glad to insert, 
but for want of room, an extract or two, as a specimen of his 
style of thought and address, must suffice. 

" Now, Dear Brethren^ let our station, or office in the church of God, 
be what it may ; let us all remember, that if we are for Christ, as we 
profess to be, we must renounce the Devil and all his works ; that is, 
we must not be proud, but humble. Many are the disadvantages re- 
sulting from pride, and the advantages resulting from humility in all 
stations. A provd minister displays the Devil's aits, and is running 
directly into his condemnation. A humble minister discovers the 
image of the blessed Jesus, and obtains the approbation of Heaven. 
From pride and selfishness cometh confusion, and every evil work. 
Humility and disinterestedness, are the source of peace, harmony, 
good order, and piety, through the world ; and particularly in the 
church of Christ 

" Again ; our pride, or our humility will be great or small, in pro- 
portion to our knowledge of God, and ourselves. The less we know 
of God and ourselves, the more proud we shall be. The more we 
know*of God,and of ourselves, the more humble ^e shall be. When 
we consider the power of God, we shall be humbled under a sense of 
our own weakness. When we consider the msdom of God, we shall 
be humbled with . a sense of our folly. When we consider the 
omniscience of God, we shall be humbled by a sense of our own igno- 
rance. When we reflect on the immensity of God, we shall be hum- 
bled by reflecting on our limited situation ; [our finite character.] 
When we consider the moral perfections of Jehovah, we shall be hum- 
bled under a sense of our vileness and pollution. When we consider 
the humiliation of the adorable Jesus, who never did any wrong, — 
how poor, how wretched, how miserable in his birth, life and death ! 
He had no sumptuous palace, no splendid attire, no treasures of 
wealth, no honorable friends, no conveniences, — not even as much as 
the birds and foxes ; and to render the affecting scene complete, see 
him sink at last in deaih, beneath the infinite weight of shame and 
disgrace I Pause a moment, and wonder, with Gabriel — at his" 
inestimable magnanimity and condescension. Compare the whole 
with our horrid pride and rebellion against God ; witli our anxiety 
for a good habitation, for specious attire, for riehes and wealtli, fot 
power and promotion, for temporal conrenienees of feVery kind j 
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and will it not tend to humble us in the very dual ? Bear Brethren ! 
"Wliat is God to us ! What are we to him ? How great are his mer- 
cies ? how little is our gratitude ? 

^ Again ; if we know our place and station in the scale of being, and 
in the church of God, shall we not, if we are truly humble, be content 
therewith ? Shall we not keep it ? Shall we not repent where we 
have done wrong ? Shall we not mourn over our infii-mities, and be 
ever sensible of our entire dependence on the Lord of Life and Glory ? 
Shall we not love one another — be kind — be pitiful — be courteous — 
foi^ve our enemies, esteem others better than ourselves, and conde- 
scend to men of low degree ? In short, should we not keep oat of 
Satan's dominions, and consequently escape his snares and gins ; 
while at tho same time the Lord would own and bless us, as those 
who wear his own livery ? That is " the ornament of a meek and 
qiiiet spirit, which in his sight, is of great price f ' 

" To conclude, Brethren ; — Humility is the guardian of the peace and 
happiness of our churches ; while pride and arrogance, if indulged, 
will most certainly overthrow them. Take your Bibles, search 
aedsee for yourselves. And may the Lord give us aW, the grace of 
Humility, Amen." 

A sermon was preached on Thursday morning, by Elder 
Covell, from 1 Cor. 12 : 8, 9. And the session was closed 
with exhortation and piayer by the Moderator, Elder 
Blood ; when this deeply interesting anniversary of the 
Body ended, and the Brethren scattered once more to their 
respective fields of toil and sacrifice, where they might win 
new trophies for their King and Redeemer. 



76 EHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION. [1801 



CHAPTER IIL 

Annals of the Body from 1801 to 1811. Tits second decade of years \ 
— A period of great interest. 



In enteriag upon the events of a new centary, wc find 
new objects of interest in the history of religion, as well as 
in the affairs of states and nations. The Nineteenth century, 
is to us who live in it, an eventful period. And indeed, in 
its relations to the progress of the arts and sciences, of poli- 
tics and religion, among the nations of the Earth, it is a not 
less eventful portion of the history of the world, than was 
the Fifteenth fi&xiixxTy, the era of the Protestant reformation ; 
nor starcely less eventful, so far as we are prepared to judge 
now, in its meridian, than was the first century of the 
Christian era. During the present century thus far, more 
important events, of a wide and commanding influence have 
transpired, that affect the destinies of our race, than during 
any former century of Time. Not only in the afiairs of na- 
tions, in Europe, Asia, and America, in the arts and sci- 
ences — in navigatioB, and commerce ; but in the increase 
and success of missionary efforts, to diffuse the knowledge 
of salvation to the ends of the earth. The application of 
steam power alone^ to the arts of mechanism, printing, nav- 
igation, and railroad travel, is one of the greatest wonders of 
the world. And if we add to this, the discovery of the 
Electric Telegraph, whereby our continent is transformed, 
by the use of a net work of magic wires, into one vast speak- 
ing gallery, so that its inhabitants can converse with each 
other almost daily — over an area of thousands of miles in 
extent ; and surely, we may be allowed to claim for this 
century a pre-eminence of position above all that have gone 
before, in regard to the arts that benefit man. And then it 
we take into account the general and rapid diffusion oL 
knowledge, among the masses in every enlightened, chris 
tian country, the spirit of enterprise that is blending the in 
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terests of all nations into one great Brotherhood of states 
and peoples, by the free intercommunication of these days ; 
and especially, when we consider the great and stirring ef- 
forts of Christendom, to evangelize the nations, by the mul- 
tiplication of Bibles, religious books, tracts and periodicals^ 
and the establishment of missionary stations, churchesy 
schools, and even colleges and Theological seminaries in 
many, if not most of the nations of the world ; when we con- 
sider all these things, and mark the degree of the Divine 
Favor upon these efforts of his people for the lastj^^y or 
rixty years, every mind must be impressed with the solemn 
conviction, tha' we live in the most eventful period of time, 
the world has ever witnessed. The power of the pulpit and 
the press is felt upon the minds of men, as never before ; 
and although the forces of error, and of darkness may seem 
to be arraying themselves in a formidable posture against 
the progress of Truth and Light ; yet, we cannot be long in 
doubt, which shall prevail, if we consider that ''^God is for 
the right^ and will give unto his people the ''kingdom and 
the dominion under the whole heaven," when he shall arise, 
and by the forces of Truth and Light, scatter the hosts of 
Crror and Darkness,- and drive them before his triumphant 
chariot, like chaff before the wind, from a summer threshing 
floor. 

Amidst the gathering scenes of the great drama of this 
eventful century, the Shaftsbury Association bore no 
insignificant part. Though situated in the interior of the 
country, remote from the seats of metropolitan power ; her 
churches, and ministers, and her brotherhood of members, 
both male and female, by their prayers and alms, by their 
active efforts, and sacrifices, have added no small amount 
for the last fif^y years, to the vast stream of Christian in- 
fluence, that 15 pouring itself over the world, hastening the 
day, when the name of our God shall be one, and his praise 
one, in all the earth. And we trust the agency of this, our 
Beloved mother, will be gratefully acknowledged in making 
glad the once wilderness and eolitary places, of central and 
western New York, as well as the regions of Upper Cana- 
da beyond, through the labors of her Home Missionaries, 
who scattered the seed of Divine Truth with unsparing 
hands, among the early settlers of those regions. Nor were 
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the Fathers and Mothers of this Body, forgetful of the more 
distant heathen, but at the loud call of the English brethren, 
Carey and Marshman^ from India ; and of our own beloved 
Rice and Judson^ from the shores of Burmah, they formed 
societies, and raised funds lor printing the Bible, as well as 
for the support of these self-denying missionaries to the 
Eastern world. Yes, in their day, as opportunity was of- 
fered them, the fathers and mothers of this association, soi£7e^ 
beside all waters, tlie seed of Truth, and they will bear their 
part in shouting the harvest home, at the end of the world. 
As early as 1801, they began to raise funds for domestic 
missions, and in the year 1805, their «nited contributions 
reached the handsome amount, of $167,91, for missionary 
purposes. But it is time to proceed with our narrative of 
the doings of the association, from year to year, during the 
first decade of the Nineteenth century. 

1801. 

The Twenty-first session of the Association was held with 
the 2 Galway church, N. Y., and Elder Blood of Shafts- 
bury, preached the introductory sermon, from Math. 23 : 8, 
"But be ye not called Rabbi ; for one is your master, even 
Christ ; and all ye are brethren." Elder Blood was chosen 
Moderator, and Elder Lemuel Gov ell, Olerh The church 
at Amsterdam, N. Y., was received at this session, with 40 
members. The whole number of churches was 46 ; of 
ministers, 31 ; while there had been added to all the church- 
es, during the year, 395 ; dismissed, 88 ; excluded, 72 ; 
died, 33 ; with a total of 4,318-. 

A number of churches had been favored with refreshings 
from on high, and upon a few, showers had fallen, enlarging 
them very much in numbers. To the 2 Canaan church, 15 
had been added. Elder Elisha Barns, pastor; to 1 Cheshire, 
9 ; 3 Cheshire, 9 al»o ; to Clifton Park, now headed by the 
amiable Abijah Peck, pastor, 36 ; to Chester, Elder J, Fox, 
pastor, 44 ; to 2 Galway, 64 ; to 1 Milton, 73 ; to Provi- 
dence, by uniting the 1st and 2nd churches into one, 44 ; 
and to Stephentown and Petersburgh, under Elder Hull, 32 
had been added. 

Various matters of interest were transacted this session. 
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and a sermon was preached on Thursday morning introduc- 
tory to business, by Elder O. Warren, of the Vermont As- 
sociation, from 1 Peter 2 ; 9. **But ye are a chosen gen- 
eration, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people 

The query from the first church in Cheshire, presented 
at the last meeting, respecting 2k fund for the relief of suf- 
fering churches was considered and answered as follows : 

"Jiem 9. The Association esteem it duty to afford relief t© 
churches or brethren, who are suffering by oppression, 
(which is the suffering contemplated in the above query,) as 
far as we have opportunity ; but, as there are but very few 
of our churches in a situation to suffer in this way, we do 
not think it necessary to raise a fund for that purpose ; but 
would recommend it to churches who are suffering, to make 
known their wants to the association, and they will undoubt- 
edly, obtain relief." And the next item of business, is de- 
signed to meet such a case, viz : 

^^Jiem 10. WhertOA the church in Partridgefield, (now 
Hinsdale,) have made application for additional assistance 
in the case they stated to us, at our last session ; the asso- 
ciation, therefore recommend it to all the churches which 
compose this Body, to make a liberal contribution for their 
relief; and forward the money they collect to Elders Wer- 
den, Leland, and Smith, (the committee appointed at our 
last, to receive the same and appropriate it to the use above 
in«itioned,) by the first of September next ; and if more 
should be collected than is necessary for their relief, said 
committee will return the overplus to the churches, in pro- 
portion as they shall severally contribute." 

The proposition of the Philadelphia Association, enter- 
tained last year, respecting a General Conference of the 
Baptist churches, once in a year or two, was answered as 
follows : — "That at present we have not sufficient light on 
the subject, to see the utility of such a combination ; there- 
fore voted not to engage therein till we have further light 
thereon." 

The confusion that had e^sted respecting the identity of 
the Vermont Association for several years, was settled in 
the minutes of this association by the following action of the 
Body, as recorded in Item 13, of business. 
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"Our committee appointed at our last session, to visit the 
brethren at Vermont, made report ; — and after examining 
the same, and collecting all the light we could obtain on the 
subject ; Voted, to consider the number who have adopted 
the New Constitution, as the Vermont Association, and ap- 
point Brethren A. Harpending, James Slye and I. Mattison, 
to visit them at their next session." Extended the corres- 
pondence of the body, by sending Elders Lee and Covell to 
form an acquaintance with the Brethren of the Warwick 
association, situated on the west side of the Hudson River 
on the borders of New Jersey. 

The following may be worthy of record, as a specimen of 
the straight-forward action of those times in a matter of trial 
respecting an uBsound church, in practice. "In answer to 
the remarks in the Letter from the first church in Hartford, 
we think, in ordinary cases, when the Association receives 
official information through the medium of a council of min- 
ister! and brethren in our Fellowship, that a church in our 
union has so departed from the rules of the Gospel, either 
in faith or practice, that they have lost the fellowship of the 
churches composing said council, they ought to drop said 
church out of their fellowship without further ceremony ; 
yet we conceive there may be cases in which prudence 
would dictate to make some further enquiry, before the mat- 
ter is decided. And we further think that in the case stated 
in said letter respecting the secotid church in Greenfield; 
although we did not intentionally violate the above rule, yet 
through some inadvertence, we went too far in the business, 
after we had such information as is stated above, respecting 
their corruption ; especially, in suffering them, at our last 
session, to contest the matter before the public, after they 
had bee» censured, not only by a council of their own choos- 
ing, but also by the committee we sent to enquire into the 
matter. Upon reflection, we think such a step was wrong ; 
and as such, we hereby retract it." 

But this year's session was distinguished more, than for 
any one thing else, by the development of a missionary spir- 
it, that glowed with a zeal for the spread of the gospel 
among the new settlements of the ^^far west,^^ which then 
was to be found in western New York, Upper Canada and 
Ohio. And a feeling of concern for the red men of the for- 
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eat was cherished among the fathers of this association ; as 
the record of this year and the successful efforts of future 
years testify. Not only were Elders Samuel Rogers, then 
of Hoosick, and Joseph Craw, of Gal way, <;ommended in 
the minutes of this year to the favorable regard "of all good 
people wherever they might be disposed to travel, to bear 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; as ministers in good 
report " at home ; but a consultation was held, during this 
session in regard to some systematic plan of sustaining the 
labors of such ministers, as might be inclined to travel and 
preach in the then wilderness of the rising West. Elder 
Lemuel Covell seems to have been the leader in this 
work, as well as an active pioneer for a number of years, in 
carrying out the plan that wac matured for the guidance of 
the body in this matter. The minutes of 1801, have the 
following item on the 7th page, that proved the germ of 
Home Missionary effort in our denomination from this part 
of the country, if not the earliest systematic efforts made by 
any association in the land. The said item is as follows : 

*M2. A proposition was made by Brother Covell, for rais- 
ing a fund, by contribution, for the purpose of sending mis- 
sionaries to preach the Gospel in distant parts of our fron- 
tier settlements, and, as far as we may have opportunity, 
among the natives of the wilderness. After deliberating 
largely thereon, the Association unanimously voted, to re- 
commend it to the churches to take it into mature consider- 
ation ; and those who are disposed to adopt so benevolent a 
plan, to signify it in their letters at our next session ; and 
likewise, to make a liberal contribution, and send it forward 
at the same time, to begin said/wnr?; to be entrusted in the 
hands of such Committee or Trustees as the Association shall 
appoint to receive the same, and appropriate it to the above 
use, as they shall from time to time, think proper ; and to 
contribute annually for the support of the same, till the 
churches so contributing shall judge they have sufficient 
cause to discontinue such contribution." 

The circular Letter this year was from the graphic pen 
of Elder EliasLee of Ballston Spa, and the corresponding 
on Christian Friendship, from Elder Covell's pen. Each 
was good of its kind ; and we feel disposed to extract a por- 
tion from that of Elder Lee on "2%c Bible above tradition,' 
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a object on which he was doubtless prompted to write, 
from a controversj he had then recently held in his place, 
with a Mr. Hogers, an Episcopalian, in which the value of 
the Bible was fully proved, and the weakness of relying on 
human tradition, evinced. What wonder then, if the Eld- 
er should come from the field of conflict with such a circu- 
lar as the following extracts present. 

**27te Elders and Messengers, composing the Shaftsbwry Association, 
convened at Oalwayy Jtme Sd and4tth, 1801, to the several churchea 
whom they represent , send Greeting, 

** Dear Brethren, — 

When -we address you from our public conyentions, we think it al* 
ways most beneficial to present you with something immediately 
adapted to the times and seasons, and to the circumstances of things, 
both in the world, and in the Zion of God. Time has been, when re- 
ligious bigotry and superstition, supported by civil tyranny, extended 
their gloomy reign over the greatest part of the Christian world ; and, 
by their various artifices and impositions, bad buried the light of rea- 
son and revelation, in almost impenetrable shades of darkness. Men 
were, therefore, in those times, either suhjected by fear, or ignorantly 
attached to the nefarious schemes of designing Priests and Politicians, 
80 that little or no trial of real principle could be discovered 
amongst them. 

** But now the scene is changed, and gives the' fairest opportunity, 
especially in our country, of discovering and trying'every man's prin- 
ciples, of what sort they are. But it is yet to be feared, that very 
few in comparison with the whole, have any just notions of half the 
things they undertake to support and maintain, either in a civil, or re- 
ligious capacity. Many people, unable to support their former no- 
tions of religion, with any color of reason ; and more than half con- 
vinced of their being erroneous, and yet ashamed of publicly abjur- 
ing them, are seeking an asylum under the mask of indifference to 
any form of religion whatever ; — ^pretending, that£all the religious 
persuasions among us, are viewed in the same light by the Divine 
Being: — and ihvX sincerity, in any profession, is the^certain criterion 
of truth and acceptance with him. And indeed, this opinion is rapid- 
ly prevailing in the world, even among professors of the christian 
religion, under the specious character oi Philanthropy taid Universal 
Good Will. But nothing can be more injurious to religion or detri- 
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mental to society. For, howeyer plausible it may appear, at first 
yiew, the following absurdities, with many others, will necessarily 
and unavoidably result. 

** 1. That human inventions^ in matters of religion, are at accepta- 
ble to Qod as his ovon in9tUy>tion9. 

** 2. That a true regard to the cause of Christ, esteems the laws, or- 
ders, institutions and works of m^n, equal to his ; and makes the same 
conscience of submitting to the authority of menf in matters of reli- 
gion, as it does to the authority of God. 

<* 3. This opinion would oblige us to suppose, that to be more at- 
tached t(T one religious denomination than to another, under a 
conviction of its being nearer the truths is downright bigotry and 
superstition. 

'* 4. All examination, investigation, free enquiry, &o. are necessarily 
excluded by it. 

** 5. This opinion considers all reformation, in matters of religion, as 
the fruit of folly and enthusiasm. 

** 6. It would oblige us to believe that all complaint that has been 
or could be made, (either by Gk>d or man) of false teachers, bypocriti 
cal professors, or impostors, — of any kind of innovations and corrup- 
tions of reh'gion, has no foundation at all ; and that all the threaten- 
ings of God against such characters and things, are highly absurd, and 

contrary to reason. 
" 7. People who support this opinion do most wretchedly expose 

their ignorance and inattention to the nature of things, as well as 
themselves to the intrigues and designs of impostors of every kind. 
These are they of whom the Prophet speaks, who put darkness for 
lightf and light for darkness ; — or, rather that make a virtue of uniting 
both under one character, and reprobate every attempt to distinguish' 
or separate them. Such may easily be persuaded to believe a lie as 
the truth: — ^to suck in a deadly poison, as a nourishing cordial. 

** 8. Such people do evidently prove themselves to be destitute o f 
nllprincipley — and therefore cannot, with safety, be trusted by any 
society whatever. They would, in general, as soon be of one as an- 
other ; — and if at any time, they discover a preference, it is on ac- 
count of some worldly honor or emolument, and not of real truth • 
You may find them engaged on one side to-day, and peradventure, on 
the opposite to-i^orrow : — and then on no side ; — and yet again, on 
all tides at once. And thus their want of knowledge, truth and in- 
tegrity, renders them wholly useless to any cause whatever. 
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" Finally, Dear Brethren, you may hereby see what we, who pro- 
fess ourselves Baptists, ought to be, according to our profession ; 
and perhaps this would be a good consideration for cUl Christian pro- 
fessors. If we believe our religion is from God, we must also, of ne- 
cessity, believe we have the whole platform of it, in his "Word* 
Whatever, therefore, we believe the meaning of his word to be, we 
must fix down upon it, and abide by it, to the very last In this case» 
we should endure hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus Christy and not 
give over the contest, though we have to tarestle against Jlesh and 
blood; against principaliiiea and potoers ; against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in high places. What- 
ever others may do, we must not make it a mattor of indifference 
whether we obey Ood or not, — ^nor whether we obey God rather than 
man. Attention to the word of truth, and obedience to the Divine 
Law, give the only genuine evidence of our being the true people of 
God. If we love him, we shall keep his commandments, rather than 
the commandments of men. We ought, therefore, to be a people given 
to enquiry, — to seek after knowledge and understanding, that we may 
know how to distinguish the institutions of God from the traditions of 
man. And, indeed, co people in the world, have so great an advan- 
tage in Uiat respect, as we. Our constitution carries in it, the soul of 
liberty and free examination, and is calculated to open all the ave- 
nues of reason and revelation, and pour forth the eternal truths of 
Heaven, in a blaze of light and glory upon a dark and benighted world. 

** But oh I what reason have we to lament, that we have so exceU 
lent an instrument in our hand, and so fair an opportunity of using 
it, and yet suffer it to lie neglected, as a thing of little consequence, 
and very little understood. And, above all, that some who profess to 
be of our denomination, should set an example of indifference to- 
wards the great ordinances of the Gospel, by admitting to their com- 
munion, persons whom they themselves do not allow have been bap- 
tized in such a manner as would satisfy their own consciences, in re- 
spect to the true meaning of the gospel in that case. Such people 
must virtually make it a point of indifference, whether they abide by 
their own conscientious opinions of truth, or admit the opinions and 
practices of others, though quite different. Ajid we cannot discover 
why any denomination of people, who adopt this opinion, might not, 
with equal propriety, adopt all the religions opinion : and practices in 
the world, without distinction. But we ought to remember, that a 
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ioute diffided agatnsl itMelf, earmta stand. We are yourB, Dear 
Brethren in the Gk)8i>el of Christ. 

<* What is the Bible ? is it good for aught f 

Is it a real nnmber or a nought ? 

Is it a man of eounself and a guide ? 

Or must it be by e^ery fancy tried f 

Is it a mine, where richest treasure's found ? 

Or like a shore, where pebble stones abound t 

A stable pillar, girt with golden bands 9 

Or, like an empty bag, which never stands ? 

If Gk>d and Baal be one, we'U worship both; 

If two, then we must stand to one by oath. 

80 then, well shove old Baalim from the throne^ 

That we may truly worship God alone." 
** Leuusl Coyxll, Clerk. Caleb Blood, Moderatorr 

With 8Qch a circular, to the churches, did the Association 
fortify the minds of the Brethren against the plausible sen- 
timent that ^ it matters not what we hold to and practice, if 
we are only sincere, and have love to all." We have given a 
large portion of the thoughts of this document, without many 
of their illustrations. And do we not need, in this day o£ 
activity, to think over, and inwardly digest the salutary 
thoughts so quaintly addressed to the disciples of a former 
generation ? 

1802. 

The Twenty^econd session was held at Pittstown, with 
Elder Covell's people. The opening discourse was deliver- 
ed by Elder Elias Lee, from 1 John 3 : 8, — << For this causa 
.was the son of God manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the Devil." Elder Joseph Craw was Moderator j 
and Elder L. Covell, Clerk again. The returns of all the 
churches, gave the following totals : of churches, 43 ; min- 
isters, 34 ; (8 of them absent, this session) added, 221 ; dis- . 
missed, 120; excluded, 56; 4ied, 43 ; total, 4,220. The 
churches jnost highly favored during the year, were the 
Cambridge, 11 added ; 2 Canaan, 20 ; the Clifton Park, 9 ; 
Chester, 56, — a large accession ; 1 Greenfield, 14 ; 2 Hills- 
dale, II ; Mayfieid, Elder H. Gorton, 11; Partridgefield, 9 ; 
1 Pittstown, 96 ; Providence, Elder J. Finch, 23 ; 1 Sara- 

5 
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toga, Elder J. Graw, 22 ; 2 Saratoga, Elder E, Langwor- 
thj, 12 ; Elder Hull's church, 32 , and Williamstown, Elder 
Dyer Stark, 7. Others received a few scattering drops of 
refreshing, but the ikawers of grace were not manj, among 
the churches, nor large. The largest church in the bodj at 
this time was Elder Blood's, 4th Shaftsbury, which number- 
ed 356 ; Elder J. Leeland's, 3d Cheshire, was next, 353 ; 
Elder Hull's next, 338 ; and Elder Amasa Brown's, 324. 
Of othir churches. Elder Fox's, at Chester, Warren Co., N. 
Y., had 168; Elder Jesse Hartwell's, Sandisfield, 158 ; El- 
der J. Finch's, Providence, 150; 2nd Galwaj, Elder John 
Manro's, 126 ; Pownal, Elder Caleb Nichols, 125 ; 1st Hills- 
dale, 122 ; Great Barrington, Elder J. Gray's, 121. These 
were all that exceeded 100 members ; and of the rest, sevcM 
only exceeded 75; fifteen numbered from 50 to 75 ; and 
nine had less than 50 members. There were present 26 
ordained ministers belonging to the body, and some 40 other 
delegates ; and about 5 or 6 ministers from other bodies ; 
making a total of nearly 75 of God's servants met in solemn 
council, to devise ways and means of spreading the gospel 
in the world. The missionary fund received about twenty 
dollars, as an earnest of the spirit of benevolence that so 
well sustained it in after yeai^s, among the churches of this 
body. 

Elder Edward Barber, of Greenwich, preached on Thurs- 
day morning from Acts 26 : 25, << But he said, lam not mad 
most noble Festus ; but speak forth the words of truth and 
soberness." 

The trials of the Partridgefield church still continued, and 
the association referred them to Drs. Stillman and Baldwin, 
for advice, whether they had better prosecute their claims 
for redress at the law, any further, against their persecutors ; 
and if they so advised, further help would be rendered by 
the association. In regard to their case, it may be stated 
^'that the trial at the Supreme Court had gone against them, 
for want of being stated rigUf ; and hence the Partridgefield 
brethren asked for advice and help. 

The most important transaction of this session, however, 
respected the cause of Domestic or Home Missions. For 
the proposition submitted last year to the churches, had 
been very well received generally, and some of the churches 
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among which were the Clifton Park, Chester, Ist Greeri' 
fieldj \st PitUtownj Sandi^ld and 2nd Saratoga, had sent 
forward monies for missionary purposes. The importance 
thej attached to this sabjeel appears' from the fact that they 
gave up the usual circular letter, for the publication in their 
minutes, of the following Plan, prepared by Elders Blood, 
Hull, Warren, Barnes and Covell, for the regulation of their 
missionary efforts. This Board of Missions, with little 
change of plan, continued for near thirty years, the fiscal 
agent ©f the body, to employ "and pay for services rendered 
in missionary labor. The circular , or plan, we give in full 
in this place : 

** The Eldsbs and Bbethren, met in AMociation at Pittstoum, June 
id and 3d^ 1802. To the churches which they represent^ send Qreeiing; 

" Bklovsd BuBTBBnr, 

In our last years minutes, we recommended to you a proposition 
for raising money bj annaal contribation, for the support of the Gos- 
pel in destitute parts of the wilderness ; and whereas, some of the 
churches have manifested their approbation, and sent forward their 
liberality, while others seem in suspense, anc^call for further informa- 
tion as to the design of such contribution, and the rules by which it 
is to be conducted ; we therefore, think it our duty, at this time, to 
give you a particular statement of the design of said contribution, and 
the rules by which the application of it, is to be regulated. And, 

Ist. The design of the proposition is to place things in such a situa- 
tion as to enable the Association to send able and faithful ministers 
to preach the g^pel, and endeavor to build up the visible cause of 
the Redeemer in such parts of the United States, or the Canadas, as 
are destitute of gospel privileges ; and, as far as they can have ac- 
cess, among the natives of the wilderness. 

2d. The design is to prevent, as far as possible, the prevalence of 
imposture in those parts of the world ; and for the better accom- 
plishing of these purposes, the business is to be regulated by the fol- 
lowing 

PLAN. 

••LA committee of Twelve Brethren, six ministers and six other 
Brethren, shall be annually chosen, so long as the AssoclatioQ, Ehall 
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judge it expedient, to send out misBionaries ; which committee ehall 
have a chairman, derk and treasurer of their number, who shall be 
chosen at their first imeeting after their election. A majority of said 
committee shall be a quorum to transact business. 

" il. The duty of the committee shall be as follows : 

"1. To take charge of the contributions made by the churches for 
the assistance of the missionaries. 

** 2. They shall faithfully examine all candidates for the mission, 
and recommend atushj and only 'such, as they judge to be pious^ able, 
judicious and experienced ministers of the gospel. 

** 8. Wljen the committee recommend a missionary, they shall de- 
termine the time of his mission ; and the places where the duties 
thereof shall be performed ; which shall be iq, such new settlements 
of the United States, or the Canadas, where the inhabitants are des- 
titute of a preached gospel, and cannot obtain it And the missiona- 
ries shall keep a fair account of their expenses during their mission, 
and make due returns to the committee of the same, together with a 
•journal of their travels. And if more money has been furnished to 
them, than they have found necessity for, they shall return the same 
to the Treasurer of the committee ; but if the sum advanced, has not 
been sufficient to defray their necessary expenses, such deficiency 
shall be made up to them, if the state of the fund will admit of it 

" 4. The committee shall furnish each missionary with such sum, 
out of the Treasury, as they shall judge sufficient to bear his expen- 
ses during his mission, and no more ; unless the special circumstances 
of the missionary require some extra consideration ; in which case 
they shall have a right to act discretionary. 

" 6. The Treasurer shall keep a particular account of all the suma 
contributed, and of all monies disbursed ; and the clerk shall keep 
fair records of the proceedings of the committee, both of which shall 
be annually exhibited to the association, and published in their min- 
utes for the satisfaction of the churches. 

" 6. The committee shall have no fee nor reward for their services. 

" 7. This association shall have a right to alter any of these arti- 
cles, or make such new oneSj at any of their annual meeting^, as 
time, and experience shall point out, to be for the better. And any 
church, disposed to contribute, shall have a right to discontinue their 
contributions at any time when they think proper, upon giving their 
reasons for so doing. 

" Thus, Dear Brethren, we haye laid before you, oar design, and 
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the ndes we mean to observe in proaecutiDg the same ; and we must 
use the fireedom to beseech you, with united hearts and hands, to step 
forward in support of the glorious kingdom of the blessed ImmanueL 
"We beseech you, brethren, * Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for jour sakes he became poor, 
that ye, through his poverty, might be rich.' Oh 1 let it never be said 
that those who have been made partakers of the in6nite benevolence 
of the dear Redeemer, should have so little regard for him, as to 
grudge to part with a little of their property in the support of his 
cause. Oh, criminal covetousness I may the Lord deliver us from it ! 
** Finally, let us all unite our efforts, both at home and abroad, 
with our gifts and property, to propogate the truth and build up the 
visible cause of religion in a sinning world. And may the great au- 
thor of all true benevolence so instruct and influence our hearts, that 
we may be willing to spend and be spent in His cause. And may 
His Holy Spirit crown our feeble effi>rts with abundant success, to 
the praise and glory of his graces through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

In accordance with the first article of the above plan, 
'' Elders Ahijah Peck, Galeh Blood, Isaac Webb, Justus 
JffuUy Joseph Oraw, and Lemuel CoveU; and Deacons Wm. 
Stillwell, John Roase, Joshua Mattison, Isaac Brewster, 
Stephen Carpenter, and James Green, were chosen a coin- 
mittee for the pnrposes therein mentioned." 

This committee '^ appointed a meeting at Brother Faring 
Wilson's, in West Stockbridge, Mass., the day before the 
next meeting of the association, at 1 o'clock P. M., for the 
purpose of receiving the returns of missionaries, the accounts 
of the clerk and treasurer, the contributions of the churches 
and individuals, and of making out their report to the asso- 
ciation." 

The corresponding letter for 1802, was from the pen of 
Elder Jednthan Gray. From such a meeting, the Elders 
and brethren returned home to the labors of another year, 
in the vineyard of the Lord. 

1803. • 

The Twenty Third session was held at West Stockbridge, 
Mass., as usual on the first Wednesday and Thursday of 
June, 1803. At 10 oclock, A. M. Elder Caleb Blood 
according to appointment, preached the introductory sermon 
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from Rom. 3 : 26, "To declare, I say, at this time, his 
righteousness ; that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him who believeth in Jesus." Elder J. Hull, served 
as Moderator, and L. Covell, as clerk. There were 44 
churches, 33 ministers, 285 added, 91 dismissed, 45 exclu- 
ded, 34 died, and a total membership, reported this year, of 
4,301. Four or five churches had been favored with show- 
ers of grace, and a goodly accession of souls to their fellow- 
ship. The 2nd Canaan church had received 22 ; Cambridge, 
9 ; Chesterfield, 9 ; Clifton Park, 35 ; 1 Hartford, 67 ; 
(making them 374 in all) ; Mayfield, 22 ; 1 Milton 12 ; 
Partridgefield, 7 ; 1 Saratoga, 8 ; Savoy, 62, though their 
beloved Pastor, Elder N. Haskins, had deceased ; and the 
church under Elder Hull's care, had received 21. The mis- 
sionary spirit seems to have been increased among the 
Brethren, for the sum of $78,94, is reported from about 12 
of the churches ; the largest sum, $20,20 from Eider A. 
Peck's ehurch at Clifton Park. During the year. Elder 
Blood had performed a missionary tour of ten weeks, un- 
der the direction of the Committee of the Association. He 
traversed the region from the Cayuga Lake, to the head of 
Lake Ontario, receiving about $30,00 and expending only 
$22,34 ; though the remainder was voted him as a remune- 
ration for his services. His observations upon the field he 
explored, encouraged the brethren, both of the Executive 
Committee and of the association, to increased efforts in be- 
half of those destitute regions. And during this session 
Elders, Lemuel Covell and Obed Warren, were commis- 
sioned to go on a similar tour of exploration and labor, 
among the destitute, which resulted in much good. Elder 
Warren was at this time pastor of the Baptist church in 
Salem, N. Y., and various brethren engaged to supply in 
part, the destitution of the churches at Pittstown and Salem, 
while their pastors were gone forth to this noble work. This 
had been the chief recompense for such toil, beside the ex- 
penses of their journey at the first, but in virtue of a disere- 
tion vested in the committee, by a vote of the association, at 
this session a recompense might be made for such services ; 
and Elders Warren and Covell received for 3 or 4 months 
labor in the fall of 1803, as pioneers, the sum o^ Fifty Dol- 
ors each. They traveled and preached as they went, through 
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eentral and western New York, to Buffalo TiDagey at it was 
then called ; and crotsing oTer into Canada, thej spent three 
wedu in preaching and Yimting among the people throogh 
a aection of coontry 60 or 80 miles to Long Point, where 
they B^itized thirty, and (Hganized a chnrdi, called in the 
minutes of this assodation the Charlotteville. Besides this 
labor, they visited the Indians at Tnscarora, and Elder Co- 
veil made them a talk, and receired one in retom, to the 
Shaftsbory Association ; and retamed home, as his poblish- 
ed namtive states, ^afier an absence of 1 29 days, in whidi 
time I had traveled more than 1600 miles ; preached 125 
sermons, and Baptised 21 persons ; besides visiting, holding 
several oonfereoces with the Indian, and many with the 
white people in differoit places, attending one ordination, 
and several councils on other occanons." Thus did the Une$ 
of gospel influence go out from tibe Shaltsbury associati<m 
toward the setting sun, through the labors of such men as 
Blood, CoveH, Warren, Craw, Gorton and Jonathan Finch. 

The question came up again this year, concerning a divis- 
ion of the association, and Was referred to the churches, to 
give their opinion respecting it, at the next session. A query 
was propounded from the Partridgefield church, as follows : 
^Is it agreeable to the Gospel, for a church of Christ to pe- 
tition the eivU power to ineorporate ihem into a reUgCmg 
Boaeij?* To which the following answer is recorded. 
*^ Answer: We view it derogatory to the dignity of Zion's 
King, and undervaluing his ample code of laws, for christian 
churches to apply to civil authority, to be incorporated as 
bodies politic, for tibe purpose of r^ulatiag their ecclesiasti- 
cal concerns, or fordog their members to support their 
preachers ; or even for the sake of getting exemption from 
religious oppression ; believing reli^on (in all its branches) 
to be no object of dvil government, nor any wise under its 
eoatroL It may, ncTertheless, be proper, in some of the 
states, for dmrches to avail themsdves of the aei of incar* 
poraticn for the iole purpose of holding social proper^.'' 

The Stephentown and Petersburgh church presented the 
Mk>wing query : ^'Whedier a church, to stand in Gospel 
order requires a fund ? If not, are Deacons necessaiy ? If 
so, is it right for a Deacon toexerdse his office, before he is 
ordained? And if so, what is his duty ?^ Appointed a 
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Qommittee of Elders, Bhodj Webb, and Gcvelly and Deacons, 
Whelpley, Bouse, Coomer, and Brother Jacob Ford, to 
write on the subject, and report at next session/' 

The subject of speculative Free-Masonry, it will be re- 
membered, bad been agitated in this Body in 1798, and a 
▼ote was passed, entreating brethren to desist from all con- 
nexion with that fraternity, for the peace of the churches. 
But in 1802, the church in Providence, called attention to 
it, by offering the following query to the association, viz : 
'4s honor done to the public cause of religion, where an as- 
sociation has published advice, in their minutes, to the 
churches, not to allow their members to associate with Free 
Mason Lodges, and have declared against it ; and yet give 
fellowship to Brethren of other associations, who do the 
same, and call on them to take a seat in the association ? 
Voted to refer the question to a cc»nmittee to prepare an an- 
swer, and report at our next session. Elders Bloody Groy, 
Warren, and Brother Hezekiah Mason, (of 3d Cheshire 
church), were appointed a committee for that purpose." 

To this general subject, the follomng response came in 
1804. Minutes, page 8, June 14. 

'^Tbe committee appointed at our last session to report oii 
the query from the church of Providence, presented the fol- 
lowing report, which was unanimously accepted, viz : In 
answer to the query from the church at Providence at our 
last session ^— We think it proper to insert in our Minutes, 
that there are nvmben of our brethren, and ^ovm of our 
churches, who cannot walk in fellowship with those Breth- 
ren, who join with, and frequent the Masonic society, when 
they know it is a grief to their Brethren ; and that some 
have joined with that society, to the grief of others, which 
has been, and still is, the cause of much difficulty in many 
of our churches, and has repeatedly occasioned trouble in 
this association. This has given rise to the remarks pub- 
lished in the 14th section of our minutes for 1798, on that 
subject. 

"In order to prevent any further difficulty of that nature, 
we wish now to be fairly and fully understood ; — ^That, as 
to the propriety or impropriety of Free Masonry, we do 
not, as an Association, undertake to determine. Yet, we 
freely say, that inasmuch as our bcethreu do not pretend they 
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are bound in coDscience, by anj rule in the word of Grod, to 
unite with that fraternity ; for them to form a connection 
with them, or frequent their Lodges, when they know it is a 
grief to their Christian Brethren, and makes disturbance in 
the churches ; it (in our opinion) gives sufficiant reason for 
others to conclude thej are not such as follow after the 
things that make for peace, and things whereby one may 
edify another ; (Bom. 14 : 19,) but rather, are such as caase 
divisions and contentions, contrary to the doctrine we have 
learned, (Bom. 14: 17,) and, of course if they continue ob- 
stinately in such practices, ought to be rejected from fellow- 
ship ; and, consequently, it is not reasonable for us to invite 
them to a seat in our association. We therefore, answer 
the query from the church at Providence, in the negative. 

**Yet we do not wish, at present, to have this resolution 
so construed, as to interrupt our correspondence with sister 
associations, but to have it continued. 

"If there be any Brethren, in any of our churches, or sis- 
ter associations, who live in the practice ot frequenting the 
Masonic Lodges, we flatter ourselves, that such churches 
and associations, afler hearing our minds on the subject, 
will not feel disposed to grieve Brethren among us, by send- 
ing such of their members, as Delegates to this association." 

The circular letter was by a committee of five. Elders, 
Blood, Hull, Lelandj Parsons, and Oovell, on ^'Christian 
Condescension." The corresponding letter is from Elder 
Leland's pen and mind ; full of quaint sayings, antitheses, 
and arguments, such as he was wont to produce. But we 
cannot find room for an extract from either, though the 
whole of each might be worthy of these pages. 

•'Since our last meeting," says the corresponding letter, 
**one of our ministerial brethren. Elder Nathan Haskins, 
of Savoy, has departed this life. Belp, Lord/ for the 
godly man ceaseth. We hope, however, that our loss is his 
gain." He had been about 12 years in the Body, and all 
the while from the same church. 

1804, 

The Twenty Fourth session was held as appointed with 
Elder Abijah Peck's cburcli in Clifton Park, the first time 

5* 
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it had ever sat there. Elder Covell preached the introduc- 
tory discourse from Prov, 24 : 30-34 ; "I went by the field 
of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of un- 
derstanding, and lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall 
thereof, was broken down. Then I saw and considered it 
well ; I looked upon it, and received instruction ; «&c." 
Elder Blood served as Moderator, and Elder Covell, as 
Clerk: Three churches were added this session, the First 
Troy and Bansinghurgh^ N. Y., and Charlotteville church, 
in Upper Canada, a fruit of missionary labor. The whole 
number of churches was 48 ; ministers, 36 ; of whom 29 
were present, and among them, for the first time as a min- 
ister, the name of our aged father in the gospel still living, 
Elder Isaiah Mattison, is found. The number added was 
314 ; dismissed, 156 ; excluded, 62 ; died, 36 ; and a total 
of 4,433. The report of the labors of Elders Covell and 
Warren's tour into the western part of New York and Can- 
ada, was interesting, and the talk to and from the Indians j 
was an addition of interest to the meetings of the year. Elder 
Hezekiah Gorton, of May field (now Broadalbin,) church, 
was appointed a missionary on the route of Elders Warren 
and Covell. ISIore direct efforts for the collection of money 
for missionary purposes, by subscription papers among the 
churches, were recommended, and the enterprise of the 
churches in this good work was enhanced by the favorable 
reports of their missionaries. The receipts of the year now 
ended were $91,03. 

The question of a division of the association came up 
again, and after mutual consultation, the following resolve 
was passed. ** Considering the local si tuiat ion of our churches, 
the distance that many must travel to attend our meet- 
ings, the vast expense attending the meeting of so great a 
number in one place, — and that a majority of the churches ' 
have expressed a wish to have it divided, therefore, if any 
number of the churches are disposed to form an association 
by themselves in the course of the present year, and give 
notice thereof at our next meeting, they will have our fel- 
lowship in so doing." 

Whereupon, a number of delegates present, ^h^oted, to 
pubVish in our minutes that a convention will be held at the 



CHAP. III.] THIRD TEN YEARS. 96 

meeting house of the j^r5< church in Milton^ Saratoga co., 
for the purpose of conferring on the formation of an associ- . 
ation on the west side of the Hudson River, on the second 
Wednesday in August, at 10 o'clock, A. M." 

This convention was held, and adjourned to Galway in 
January, 1805, when a new. body was formed called the 
" Saratoga Baptist Association," which held its first 
regular session at Union Village, Washington co. with El- ' 
der Barber's church in June, at which 14 churches were 
represented, with 9 ministers and a total of 1,432 members. 
All the churches west of the Hudson river, (except the Clif- 
ton Park church) united with the new association, and the 
Bottskill and 1 and 2 Hartford churches, Washington co., 
also. This body has continued to flourish till the present 
time, and is a very efficient auxiliary to the spread of the 
Gospel in the world. 

The circular for this year was prepared by Elder Blood, 
on the office of Deacons, and we think it worthy of insertion 
entire. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

■ 

DiAs Bbetheen, 

" The query from the Church in Stephentown and Petereburgh, rela- 
tiTS to the office and work of the Deacons, was, at our last session, re- 
ferred to a committee ; but the query inyoltes too many things to be 
left intelligible in a short answer, in common form. We, therefore, 
agree with the committee to mak€ that the subject of our Circular 
Address to you, the present year. 

" The query is as follows, viz : Whether a Church, to stand in gospel 
order, requires n fund ? If not, are deacons necessary ? If so, is it 
right for a Deacon to exercise his office before he is ordained ? If so, 
what is his duty 9 

" We can think of no better method for the solution of this, and all 
other queries of a similar nature, than an impartial search for the 
examples and precepts of our Saviour and apostles. As to a fund's 
being necessary for the visible order of a Church of Christ, we may 
notice, that when Christ was on earth, he and his twelve apostles had 
a bag, or purse, in which they deposited something, as a precaution 
for those necessary expenses that might anse, either for them- 
selves, or for the relief of the poor. Though this may not prjove the 
necessity of every Church'« having a fund *, yet aa isv «.VL CSVscst^^^ 
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some expenses must arise, this maj be considered a worthy -example 
for US to take suitable precaution, so far as to be prepared to meet 
such expenses. 

The next thing we may notice, is the Church at Jerusalem, Acts 
iv, 84, who being persecuted to that degree that they could not en- 
joy their professions as usual, sold them, and laid the money down 
at the apostle's feet, in one common flock ; and equal distribution 
was to be made, as each one had need. This however, does not ap- 
pear to have been the practice of any other Ohurch, neither do we 
find any direction given for the continuance of such a practice in the 
Christian Church. Tet this circumstance may teach us some im- 
portant lessons. 1st. That the genius and spirit of the gospel dictate 
that kind of friendship and fellowship which make those which pos- 
sess them, willing freely to dedicate their all to God ; to be disposed 
of for the promotion of his cause, according as he hath directed in his 
word. 2d. Those who profess the Christian religion, while they make 
a reserve of their worldly property, are not honest in their profes' 
sions, but are too-much like Ananias and Sapphire, who kept back 
part of the price 8d. That those who possess Christianity are wil- 
ling to be partners both in the joys and sorrows of life. 

We next learn from the apostles, particularly from 1 Oor. xvi, and 
2 Cor. ix, that the Churches were directed to make suitable collec - 
tions, that they might be ready 'to answer those necessary expendi- 
tures. From the whole, we learn, that a church in gospel order has 
dedicated their whole interest to God, and so much of it as gospel 
rule requires for the promotion of that cause, they freely devote to 
that use. It cannot be thought, either from scripture or reason, that 
a Church can long maintain the visible order of the gospel, without 
some pecuniary expenses, for the conveniency of worship, the uten- 
sils, and elements for tlie Lord's table, the relief of the poor, the 
support of the gospel ministry, and the spread of the gospel in desti- 
tute parts of the earth. For your further satisfaction in these things, 
turn to 1 Cor. ix. and xiv. chapters, and 2 Cor, ix Phil. iv. 1 Tim, 
11. 4. 

But the question before us is, as expenses must arise, in what 
manner must she proceed in order to defray them, or is a fund abso- 
lutely necessary for that purpose ? Answer — If by a fund is meant 
the depositing a sum of money in stock, distinct from their interest in. 
common, the income of which stock shall be sufficient to meet the 
exigencies of the church, we find no such rule m the scriptures. Tet 
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we think that in some sense, a fund may be necessary ; for, according 
to the scriptures before cited, we have both precept and example for 
taking a suitable precaution, so far at least as to be prepared to meet 
those unforeseen expenses which often arise. We therefore think, 
that were churches to travel in gospel order, they would be so liberal, 
either at their stated contributions on communion seasons, and other 
times, or (which we think would be more according to the nature of 
gospel rule) for the Church, from year to year, to determine how 
much is necessary to meet such expense, so as constantly to have 
enough in the treasury to answer the above purpose. In this sense 
only do we mean to be understood in our answer, that a fund is 
necessary. 

There is scarce any precept in all the scriptures more explicit than 
that each member shall bear their equal proportion of all the neces' 
saty expenditures of the Church. We therefore think that a Church 
may not be said to walk in gospel order, unless they proceed in such 
a manner in this business, as to be able every year to know whether 
each member does their duty in this respect, or not ; so that one may 
not be eased, and another burdened. 

As to the office of Deacons, we think they are of absolute neces. 
sity , without which a church cannot be said to be completely organ- 
ized according to the gospeL It will be acknowledged, that some of 
the most essential parts of the visible order of a gospel Church stand 
connected with a punctual and regular compliance with those duties 
that relate to her necessary expenses. It must therefore be thought 
reasonable that some be appointed over this business. 

It was a wise conclusion of the apostles, that it was not meet that 
they should leave the word of God and sprve tables, and it was 
equally so for the preachers of the gospel at this day. The apostles, 
therefore, directed Ihe Church to look out men of honest report, fall 
of the graces of the holy Spirit, to be appointed ov«r this business, 
and them they set apart by th^ laying on of hands. These officers 
are called Deacons in Phil, l 1 . and in 1 Tim, 8d chap. It appears 
to us that Bishops, or teaching Elders and Deacons, are the only 
standing officers to be ordained in the Church. These are both called 
Elders, I Tim. y, 17. Let the Mders that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honor ; especially they who labor in word and doctrine. By 
this we lexurn, that there were some Elders whose special office-work 
was not to labor in word and doctrine. Paul directed Titus to ordain 
Elders in eyery city ; and it is said of Paul and Barnabas, Acts xiv 
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23, that they ordained them Elders in every church : and when they 
had prayed with fasting y (hey commended them to the Lord^ on whom 
they believed, Bj these Elders, ve understand Bishops and Deacons ; 
and we have not lea,rned from the scriptures, but that these two are 
the only officers to be ordained in the Christian Church. One princi- 
pal reason why we thus think, is, that the apostle, 1 Tim. iiL hath par- 
ticularly delineated the characters suitable both for Bishops and Dea- 
cons ; but we cannot find either the character or work of any other 
officers described in the New Testament. To attempt, therefore, the 
ordination of any other, we see nothing at present but that we should 
act without any scripture rule, either to know the character suitable 
for the office, or the work to set him abf ut, which we think would be 
both unscriptural and dangerous. But we cannot think, that if the 
offices both of Bishops and Deacons were not to be continued in the 
Church, that the Holy Ghost, by the apostle, would have been so par- 
ticular in describing both their character and their work. As to the 
duty and work of Deacons, they are to take the oversight or charge 
of the Church, in all matters that relate to her necessary expenses ; to 
call the attention, and lead the Church forward in all matters of this 
nature ; to watch over the members, and see that the engagements of 
the Church are punctually fulfilled ; to exhort and admonish delin- 
quent members to their duty in these matters. Some have thought 
that the office of Deacons particularly respected the poor ; this, in- 
deed, is one part of their work ; but every other branch of the public 
expenditures of the church come equally under the cognizance of their 
office. When this office was first appointed in the Church at Jerusa- 
lem, the interest of the whole was in one common stock, and therefore 
one could not be said to be poorer than another. The truth is, the 
work to which these officers were appointed, was to serve tables ; not 
only the table of the poor, but to see that equal distribution was made 
to each one, as their stations and circumstances require, according to 
the rules of the gospel. In a word, the Deacons are trustees of the 
Church, and are to take care of her ])rudential concerns in those mat- 
ters ; not only to see that her public expenditures are punctually 
attended to, but as far as possible to prevent unnecessary expense. 
The Deacons also are to provide for the Lord's table, and may assist 
in the distribution of the elements. As to the Deacon's right to exer- 
cise himself in the office before he is ordained, we think that the sense 
of the apostle, in I Jtm. iii. 10, And let these also first he proved. 
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* 
then let them use the office of a Deacon, being found blameless, is not 
that he should exercise in the office, in order for the proof of his quali- 
cation, but that the church, by examination, should endeavor to gain 
sufficient proof, that he may in a good measure answer the character 
given, and that it is the mind of God that he should be set apart to that 
office, then let- him be ordained before be attempts the work. 

*' On the whole, £o conclude, Brethren, we think that the office of 
Deacon is essential to the proper organization and true visibility of a 
Church. "We wish you to examine the scriptures for yourselves, and 
strive to be found walking according to the due order of the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. "While we openly reject the aid of civil 
power to enforce the observance of our duty in these things, let us be 
careful to avoid that extreme which may lead us off from those pre- 
cepts of the gospel, which require a punctual observance of those du- 
ties which relate to the necessary expenditures of the Churches. It ii 
said by those who plead for the aid of civil power in these things, that 
without it the visibility of religion cannot be supported ; and that 
men will not do their equal proportion freely without having recourse 
to civil law. But were we, beloved, closely to observe the order of 
the gospel in these matters, oiu* practice would soon convince the 
world that all such ai'guing is vain. 

*' That the Lord would enable us all to walk in the order of the 
gospel, that others may see the light, and glorify our Father which 
is in heaven, is the earnest prayer of your Brethren in Gospel bonds. 

" N. B. — Dear B&sTnatN ! "We wish to have it ever remembered, 
that this Association disclaims all pretensions to any jurisdiction over 
the Churches that compose it ; so that no resolution of the Associa- 
tion, as such, ought to be considered obligatory on them — but only 
advisory, or opinionative : And we think questions , or disputable 
points, are too often introduced into our meetings, which occasion 
much trouble, and tend to scatter, rather than unite or convince And 
we desire to add, that we do not mean to consider the ideas expressed 
in the foregoing Letter as a test of our fellowship — although we think 
a reformation is necessary in the practice of many (if not all) of our 
Churches, in those respects." 

Lemuel Covell, Clerk, Caleb Blood, Moderator. 

The Corresponding Letter was by Elder Hull. 

" P. S. Since our last anniversary meeting, two of our Brethren in 
the Ministry, have departed this life, to wit^ Elder Caleb Nichols of 
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Powoal, after a long, laborious, and (through grace) successful course 
of services in the vineyard of the Lord : and Elder John Muneo, of 
Galway, in the prime of life, usefulness, and the esteem of his 
Brethren. We sensibly feel, and regret the loss we sustain by their 
absence: But, 

" Why should we mourn departing friendsy 

Or shake at deatKs alarms i 
*Tis but the voice that Jesus sends, 

To call them to his arms" 

1805. 

The Twenty-Fifth Anniversary was held at Hoosick Falls, 
with the Mapletown church, as then called, under the pas- 
toral care of Elder David Rathbun, on the 5th and 6th days 
of June. Elder Elias Lee, of Ballston Spa., preached 
the introductory from 1 Pet. 1 : 6, ** Who are kept by the 
power of God, through faith unto salvation, ready to be re- 
vealed in the last time." Elder Blood served as Modera- 
tor, and Elder Covell, as Clerk. The statistics show 48 
churches ; 30 ministers ; 229 added ; 90 dismissed ; 40 ex- 
cluded ; 25 died, and a total of 4,573 members, counting 
the membership of the two churches below, as given the year 
before. The churchea iR the Saratoga body were repre- 
sented this year, most of them, though the number of mem- 
bers is not given in the Ballston Spa, and 1st Hartford 
churches. The missionary collections reported this year, 
amounted to SI 67,91 from all the churches, a large increase 
upon former years. A number of churches were favored 
with refreshing showers during the year, as follows : Broad- 
albin, Elder Gorton, had received 27 ; Cambridge, Elder 
James Glass, 28; Clifton Park, 14; Charlotteville, U. C, 
11; Milton church, Elder Jonathan Nichols, 20; 4th 
Shaftsbury, 17 ; and Troy 34, making their total number at 
that date, 75. 

• The following associations were einbraced in their cor- 
respondence this year: The Philadelphia, New York, War- 
ren, Danbun/, Stonington, Leyden^ Otsego, Woodstock, RenS" 
selaerville, Vermont, and Oaguga. The Essex, a new body, 
lately organized on the west side of Lake Champlain, was 
also recognized this year. The. following churches, 13 in 
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number, were dismissed at their request to the Saratoga 
Association, viz: Amsterdam, Ist Gal way, Ist Greenfield, 
Hadley, 1st Hartford, 2nd Hartford, Kingsborough, Broad- 
albin, Milton, Ballston Spa, Northumberland, Providence, 
and 2nd Saratoga. The following resolution will show the 
kind feeling of the association towards the new body at its 
formation, *^ Besolved^ That the names of the above' men- 
tioned churches be left out of our minutes in future ; and 
that our brethren, Glass, Olmstead and Oomstock, visit them 
at their meeting, at Bottskill, on the 3d Wednesday of Au- 
gust next, in order to open a correspondence with the said 
association." Thus cord-ally did the Shaftsbury send away 
the Saratoga, as a mother would her oldest daughter, with 
her blessing in the name of the Lord. 

The missionary work had been prospered during the year, 
through the labors of Elder Gorton, who spent three months 
on a tour through the western country, as far as Long Point, 
or Charlotte ville, in Upper Canada, and who reported as 
follows : 

*' That he found the people in general much engaged to 
hear preaching ; that in some places in the province of 
Upper Canada, they were so anxious to hear the gospel, that 
they would encounter difficulties almost insurmountable, and 
dangers indescribable, to get to meetings for preaching ; and 
that there appeared a general solicitude to have us send 
them assistance by missionaries ; that he found the church 
at Ciiarlotteville in trials, but left them in more comfortable 
circumstances ; that there was some revival of religion in 
that place, and seven persons baptised while he was there ; 
that he also presented a written request from the church 
and society in that place, and another from a number of in- 
babitants in other parts of the province, earnestly request- 
ing us to send missionaries to visit them as oAen as possible ; 
and above all, to settle a permanent missionary in that coun- 
try, manifesting at the same time their willingness to do all 
in their power to help him with such things as they have to 
bestow for the comfort of his family. That he had also 
visited the Tuscarora Indians ; was cordially received by 
them, and found things favorable and encouraging among 
them ; and that they had sent a talk in writing to the associ- 
ation, expressing their thanks to Grod and us, for seudlxi^ 
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missionaries to visit them, and their earnest desire to be 
further instructed in the gospel." 

This report of Elder Gorton's tour was the occasion of 
great joy to the whole body ; especially what was told them 
of the hopeful prospects among the poor savages of the wil- 
derness ; and the following resolutions were put on record : 

^^JResolved unanimously , That this association do cordially 
approve of the doings of our committee, and the labors of 
our brother Gorton, as reported ; and that we will make all 
such further exertions as lie in our power to send missiona- 
ries into those parts, and others, destitute of preaching. 
And iheve^oTQ, Resolved unanimously, that the same commit- 
tee, viz : Elders Peck, Blood, Webb, Hull, Oraw and Go- 
veil; brethren J. Rouse, Nathaniel Upham, Daniel Rogers, 
Isaiah Hendrix, Salmon Child and Francis Choat, be our 
committee to carry the same into effect. 

** Resolved, That suitable answers be prepared by brother 
Webh, in the name of the association, to all the papers allu- 
ded to, in the report of our committee ; and that whoever is 
sent out the present year, as missionary, be the bearer of 
the same." This lot fell upon Elder Covell, as the records 
of another year will testify. 

Elder Clark Kendrich, a visiting brother from Poultney, 
Vt., preached on Thursday morning from Titus, 2 : 13, 
^'Looking for that Blessed Hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

The circular and corresponding Letter, in one^ by Elder 
Lee, was accepted and printed ; on ^^correspondence." And 
a committee of three, Elders Blood, Bull, and Webb, was 
appointed to revise the constitution^ and report at the next 
meeting, The following expression of sympathy with the 
lUHicted family of a minister, is worthy of notice. May it 
provoke others to the same love and good works, under 
similar calls for help. ^'This association, having received 
the affecting intelligence that the house, provisions, and most 
of the goods, of our Beloved brother in the Ministry, Elder 
William Throop, of Kingsborough, have recently been con- 
sumed by fire, leaving him, and a family of small children, 
in very distressing circumstances ; do recommend it to all 
such of our brethren, whom God has blessed with a supply 
of this world's goods, to impart something for his relief and 
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assistance ; those, on this side of the North River can send 
their liberality to the care of Elder Webb, at Troy, or 
brother F. Cheat, at Lansingburgh ; — from whence there 
will be a safe convejanc* to him." 

A table of the contributions for missionary purposes, in 
the minutes of this year, shows that most of the churches 
partook of the spirit of Christian Beneficence^ that had been 
fanned into a flame, by the success of the Gospel in the des- 
titute west. The larger contributions were, from Clifton 
Park, $25,00 ; Lansingburgh, $13,00 ; Broadalbin, $10,00 ; 
2 Canaan, S10,00 ; 1 Pittstown, $10,00; 4 Shaftsbury, 
$9,96 ; Chatham, $7,43 ; 1 Hartford, $8,25 ; 1 Sandisfield, 
$6,00 ; Pownal, $5,67 ; and various smaller sums from 14 
other of the churches, and some individual subscriptions, that 
indicated a growing spirit of missions in the body. 

1806. 

The Twenty-sixth anniversary was held with the Baptist 
church in Troy, N. Y., on the 4th and 5th days of June. 
The introductory sermon was by Elder Blood, from Rev. 
11 : l->2nd verses. This was the first session of any Bap- 
tist body in that place, and as the church was young and 
small, only 12 years old, and numbering but 76 members, 
it must have been to them, as a church, a deeply interest- 
ing occasion. Elder I. Webb, was still pastor of the church, 
as he had been for some years, and continued to be tiU 
1811. There was a goodly number of the servants of God 
present from the churches ; some 16 ministers and 45 breth- 
ren from the churches, and about 15 visitory brethren from 
corresponding bodies. Elder Stephkn Gano, a visiting 
brother frbm Providence, B. I., was chosen Moderator , and 
Elder Covell, Clerk, as usual. The returns from the 
churches showed a total of 33 churches ; 23 ministers ; 145 
added ; 65 dismissed ; 30 excluded ; 28 died ; and 3,122 
members in fellowship. And this, too, the first year afler 
the Saratoga brethren had taken away 13 churches, and 
1,300 or 1,400 members. But this process of setting off these 
churches, was like transplanting from the crowded nursery, 
a part of its trees, so the remainder might grow the better 
and bear the more fruit The body was still vigonxw^ ^rell 
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rooted in its soil, and had room enough for its expansion, and 
now renewed its age, after twenty-five years of usefulness. 
And so with a maximum size of 35 churches it continued to 
increase in membership for a dozen years, to 3,700 ; when 
in 1817, the formation of the Hudson River Body, bore 
away some of its churches, and again reduced its member- 
ship a few hundred. The church in Townsend^ in Upper 
Canada, a fruit of missionary labor, was added this session, 
being composed of 24 members. The churches most highly 
favored with revival influences, were, the Berlin, which re- 
ported an addition of 22 ; Cambridge, 8 ; Chesterfield, Mass., 
Elder Asa Todd, 32 ; CharlotteviUe, U. C, Elder Titus 
Finch, 17 ; Clifton Park, 11 ; Great Barrington, 12 ; des- 
titute of a pastor. The missionary committee reported the 
receipt, during the year, of $172,41, of which they had ex- 
pended for missionary labor, 150 dollars. Of this, they had 
paid Elder Jonathan Finch 50 dollars, for 3 months labor 
in the northern part of Vermont, and on the western shores 
of Lake Champlain, in the vicinity of Plattsburgh and Peru. 
The other 100 dollars, had been paid Elder Co veil for iix 
months services on his former route, through western New 
York and into Upper Canada, and among the Indians. 
Elder Covell brought back requests for more missionary 
labor ; and also expressions of gratitude from both whites 
and Indians, for what they had already enjoyed. The fol- 
lowing must have been a scene of thrilling interest. '^Broth- 
er Covell presented a written Talk from the Tuscarora In- 
dians, expressing their thanks for the notice we have taken 
of their nation, in sending our missionaries and our friendly 
talks to them from time to time, and requesting us to enter 
into a covenant of friendship and brotherhood with them. 
This talk was accompanied with three strings of ioampum,^ 
as a token of their friendship, and as a confirmation on their 
part, of such a covenant. The interesting account brother 
Covell gave of the state of that nation, the contents of their 
friendly letter, and the emphatical token of their friendship, 
expressed by the strings of wampum, occasioned tears of 
joy and gratitude, and at the same time, the strongest emo- 
tions of pity, towards our poor brethren in the desert. The 
wampum, was presented by Elder Covell, in the name of 
the Tmcarara Nation of Indians, and received by the Mod- 
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erator, Elder Gano, ia behalf of the Shaftsbuiy Association, 
as the confirmation of a lasting friendship." 

In answer to these expressions of friendly regard from the 
Tuscarora Indians, a letter was prepared in reply, and or- 
dered by the following action to be sent them ; viz : 

^* Resolved^ That brother Co veil provide a staflf, and bear 
it, with said letter, to the Tuscaroras, as a token of our 
friendship, and as a confirmation, on our part, of the cove- 
nant of friendship and brotherhood, confirmed on their part 
by the strings of wampum." 

Elder Gano preached in the evening from Heb. 12:1,2, 
and Elder Rathbun, on Thursday morning from Col. 3 : 
11. The circular this year, '* On Union among Christians 
in building up the cause of Christ," was from the pen of 
Elder Webb, and the corresponding letter was from E Ider, 
afterwards Dr., Nathaniel Kendrick's pen, who was now in 
his youthful ministry, the pastor of the Lansingburgh church 
from 1806 to 1810, a period of five years. 

The committee, to revise the constitution, reported a draft, 
which was ordered to be printed in the minutes, with a re- 
quest that the churches express their views of it at the next 
session, or suggest any alterations they think necessary. 
This constitution or plan of the association was adopted by 
nearly an unanimous vote ; only three churches making ob- 
jections, and these not voting against it on its final adoption. 
This plan, or constitution, with two or three slight amend- 
mentsj will be found in the annals of 1828 of this work. A 
vote of thanks is recorded in the following words for the 
hospitable manner in which the body had been entertained, 
viz : '^ Voted the thanks of this Association to the Baptist 
church and society in the viUage of Troy, for the many to- 
kens of hospitality and christian friendship with which we 
have been entertained during our present session with them." 

Whereupon this very interesting anniversary meeting was 
closed with prayer by the Moderator, and the brethren sep- 
arated, some, never again to meet in the assemblies of the 
body here below. 

N. B. Elder Gako faade a donation of fifly dollars to 
the funds of the Missionary Committee, as they very affec- 
tionately acknowledge at the close of their minutes for this 
year. The minutes also report the '^death of Elder Clark 
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BoGERs, of Hancock, a beloved brother and fellow -laborer 
in the gospel, who has been called from the field of labor to 
the royal palace of eternal rest," during the year. The fol- 
lowing inscription, copied from his tomb-stone, will show his 
age and the aate of his decease : 

" In memory of the Rev. Clark Rogers, who departed 
this life Jan, 14/A, 1806, in the 77 th year of his age J* 

1807. 

The Twenty-Seventh Anntversafy of this body was held, 
as appointed, on the dd and 4th days of June, with the Sd 
church in GheshiiTy Mass. Elder Covell's own people, 
though he was not there to greet his brethren, nor, as usual, 
serve in the capacity of Clerk, and aid the business of the 
occasion, for while fulfilling the duties of his appointment as 
missionary, during the yaZZ of the year 1806, in Canada, he 
had fallen upon the high places of the field, and his once an- 
imating voice sunk into the silence of death. This solemn 
event spread a pall over the exercises of this anniversary, 
and made it a season long to be remembered by all that 
were present. 

The introductory was delivered by Elder Webb, accord- 
ing to appointment, from 1 Tim. 1 : 5, ** Now the end of 
the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, &c." . El- 
der Webb was Moderator of this session, and Elder N. 
Kendrick, Clerk, as he continued to be for the three fol- 
lowing years, till 1810. The reports from the churches 
gave the following statistics : 34 churches ; 23 ministers ; 
236 added ; 70 dismissed ; 22 excluded ; 22 died ; and a to- 
tal of 3,288 members in all the churches. The churches in 
Pittsfeldy Mass., and Philipstow'n, (afterwards 1st Nassau,) 
N. Y., were added this year. The j^r«^ name had once be- 
fore been embraced in the bodv from 1785 to 1798, when it 
'* was dropped at the request of the Elder, V. Rathbun, and 
his deacon, because it was so greatly reduced." The church- 
es most favored with revival influence this year, were the 
Berlin, 19 added ; 3d Cheshire, 10 ; Charlotteville, U. C, 
11 ; Clifton Park, 19 ; East Hillsdale, 44 ; West Hillsdale, 
7 ; Lansingburgh, 9 ; Mapletown, 16 ; Sandisfield, 27 ; 1st 
ShaM>UTy, 19; and Townsend, U. C, 24 
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The circular letter, on the ** Old Testament Divinely In- 
spired,'* was by Elder D. Rathbun, and the corresponding 
one by Elder A. Spencer. 

The usual business was transacted, and the following may 
be worthy of permanent record : ** Question from the 3d 
church in Cheshire, " Should any member of a church con- 
sider himself under no particular obligations to attend the 
appointments of tbe church, to which he belongs, and when 
called upon should say, ^ He does not know that the church 
has any control over him, or right to call him to an account, 
unless it be for immoral conduct,' What is the duty of the 
church toward such a member ? Answer ; We think every 
church of Christ is under covenant obligations not to for- 
sake the assembling of themselves together ; and when any 
member refuses to attend the appointments of the church, 
we think he is a covenant-breaker^ and ought to be dealt with 
as such." 

This association sent a committee of three, Elders Peck, 
Glass, and Mattison, to the Saratoga brethren, to propose a 
coalition with them in missionary labor ; and Elder Kendrick 
for the same purpose to the Vermont body. The trustees 
of the " New York Baptist Missionary Society," a local in- 
stitution, which had chiefly sustained Elder Elkanah Holmes 
in his labors anK)ng the Tuscarora tribe of Indians, agreed 
to meet with tbe missionary committee of this association, at 
their next session in Powna), in June, 1808. Thus did the 
missionary flame burn in the hearts of these fathers of our 
association, and their co-adjutors, at that early period. The 
contributions reported at this session, for the year past, 
amounted to $139,67, with which the services of Elder J. 
Finch had been secured for three months in North Western 
Vermont, and North Eastern New York ; and also the ser- 
vices of Elder Covell, for three months into Canada West, 
as before. But, alas I the committee were compelled to 
make the following record concerning the excellent Covell's 
tour ; " That the report of brother CovelFs mission through 
the western settlements of New York, on to the Tuscarora 
Nation of Indians, and into the Province of Upper Canada, 
we shall not have from himself, until we hear his history 
[of it] in heaven. We learn, however, that he was faithful 
unto the death. The j>erishing state of the people^ and the 



108 SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION. [1806 

cause of God, very loudly call for our utmost exertions to 
continue sending missionaries into that country. The 
mournful death of our much lamented, and dearly beloved 
brother Coyell, casts a sorrowful gloom over our hearts. 
IjOw lies the body of our dear brother GovelL In the cause 
of God he ended his career. His soul, we trust, has gone 
home to glory, while his body has descended to the dust. 
And shall the missionary spirit die with him ? Shall that 
descend to the grave too T God forbid ! No, brethren ; 
may the mantle of Elijah fall on Eliaha. Let us exert our- 
selves in the cause of God, and try to promote the spread 
of the glorious gospel of Christ in a dying world." Thus 
was he missed and mourned over by his dear brethren in the 
ministry, and among the churches. That he should die 
away from his family and home, among strangers, though 
among christian friends, was isad indeed. But he fell nobly 
in the field of conflict while bearing the standard of the 
cross onward into the territory of the adversary ; and what 
if he was away from his fond wife and children, and loving 
brethren and sisters in the Lord? The Lord was with 
him, and " his rod and his staff, they comforted him." "His 
record is on high." "He was a good man and full of the 
Holy Ghost." He died at Clinton, Upper Canada, of typhus 
fever y after a fortnight's sickness, Sabbath morning, Oct, 19, 
1806^ aged 42 years, 3 months and 21. days, having been 
born June 28, 1764. He was converted when a young 
man, in the family of an uncle in Lower Canada, and not 
long afterward professed the religion of Clarist openly at 
Galway, N. Y. His first attempt at preaching was there 
on the 21st Feb. 1792, in the 8d Baptist church, afterwards 
called 1st Providence. He labored in this vicinity for 
some years, and on the 11th of May, 1796, was ordained to 
the work of the ministry, a work whose holy functions he 
lived to exercise only for some ten years. He was Pastor 
of the 2nd Providence church till 1799, when he removed 
to Pittstown, N. Y., where he labored some seven years, 
and in the month of April, 1806, he removed to Cheshire, 
Mass., and became Pastor of the 8d church in that town, 
which had been chiefly supplied for 12 years by Elder J. 
Leland. From Pittstown he went forth to three or four of 
his missionary tours ; but from Cheshire he made his Ictst 
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departure to his loved work among the destitute. Bat we 
cannot here follow his history ; though from the prominence 
of his serrices in the public business, and especiallj the 
imssianary labors of this body, a more than passing notice of 
his death and character seemed appropriate. A more full 
account of him can be found in hiM&iographj of 174, 
pages, prepared in 1839, by his daughter, Mrs. BrowO| 
of Fownal, a book of rare interest to a christian reader. 

Th^ following brief testimony to his worth is borne by 
Elders Lawton and Peck, in their History of the ^ Baptist 
Miss. Convention of the State of New York/' on pages 30, 
and 31. 

*^ A few missionaries of the Mass. Bap. Miss. Society, al- 
so, and the Shaftsbury association, had visited this country/* 
that is western New York, *^ and penetrated as far as Lon^ 
Point, in Upper Canada ; and were cheered with knowing 
that their labors were blessed of God, to the edification of 
saints, and the conversion of Sinners. Among these mis- 
sionaries, Elder Lemuel Coyell, was particularly distin- 
guished. He was, indeed a flaming herald, of the cross. 
There are many yet living, (in 1837) who cherish for 
him a most affectionate and grateiul remembrance. He 
now slumbers in the dust of Canada, at Clinton, where he 
was laboring successfully as a missionary, and whence his 
Master suddenly called him from his toils below, to his rest 
above. He died, universally beloved and lamented." 

The association, was called to lament the death of another 
of their beloved ministering brethren, in the departure of 
Elder Elishjl Barnes of 2 Canaan. 

He had been a member of the body since 1795, from the 
same church in Canaan, among whom he had several pleas* 
ing revivals of religion, in 1796, 1801—2, and 1803 
raising their membership from 37 to 96, the year he died. 
The minutes of the association say of him ; *< He was a 
man of great piety and prudence ; he bore his lingering sick* 
ness with wonderful patience and fortitude, and died in 
the triumphs of fwth, the last of August, 1806. 

** The lofls we f eel,bnt ne*er oomplaiii ; 
His life wat Christ ; — his death was gain." 

* Minutes, 1808, page 10. 
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One more record of this session ; and we leave it. It is 
said that *^ the business of the association was followed by 
two well adapted, and very impressive addresses bj Brethren 
Webdbn and Blood, which, to Christians were like predous 
Ointment poured forth ; when the session closed with prayer 
by the moderator." It was fitting that the venerable Wer- 
DEK now among hi^ brethren, for the last time, as it proved, 
And the eloquent and honored Blood, >about to leave the 
body and go to other associations and : finish his work, 
after more than twenty years fraternal intercourse : it was 
perfectly fitting that each of these beloved Fathers in the 
association, should be indulged in a few words of parting 
counsel. And such had been their whole course in the body, 
that their memory has ever been fragrant among its mem- 
bers and churches to this day. 

* Up to this time, few of the pastors and ministers of the 
body had been called away from their fields of labor to enjoy 
their rest above ; and ihence the depth of that sensation, now 
produced, by the demise of two such men in one year, as 
CovELL and Barnes ; and the farewell addresses ofWER- 
DEN the founder of the association ; and Blood, who had so 
often preached the introductory, and presided with so much 
dignity and acceptance in its anniversary meetings. 

1808. 

The Twenty-eightb session occurred on the 1st and 2d 
days Iff June, at Pavrncd, as appointed ; and the Introduc- 
tory sermon was preached by Elder Lslanb from JRev, 2 : 
8 — 11. Elder Webb was Moderator^ and ]^. Kbkdrick, 
Olerk* The delegation was large, more than 70 ; of these, 
one third were accredited ministers «of the word. The Body 
consisted of 34 churches ; 21 ministers; and reported 841 
added, to the churches ; 51 dismissed; 42 excluded; 35 
died ; and 3,392 members in fellowship. Two churches 
were added this session ; the Clinton church, U. Canada, 
another fruit of missionary eff^t ; and the Stamford in Vt. 
The statistics show that considerable interest had been felt 
among the churches, nearly all of them having added some; 
and in a few of them, powerftd revivals had been enjoyed, 
increasing them 30, 50 and even 80 per centf in member- 
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ship. Elder Huirs ditirdb reported 19 additions ; Cam- 
bridge, 10 ; 1 Cheshire, 7 ; Chesterfield, 39 ; Charlotteville, 
12; Clifton Park, 21; 2 Greenfield, 44; 2 Galwa7,54; 
East Hillsdale, 11 ; Fownal, 77, under the labors of Elder 
Lelandy who aided them in the work of the Lord. It was 
an ovei^owing blessing, enlarging them to« 192. 

The missionary collections this year amounted to $144,87 ; 
and about 6 1-2 months of labor had been performed at a 
cost of 20 dollars per month. Elder Finch had ranged 
over his former field and penetrated the province of Lower 
Canada in a 3 month's tour, where he found plenty of work 
to be done. Elder Asahel Mobse had spent 3 1-2 months 
in a missionary excursion as far as Long Poiat, in Canada 
West, and was welcomed among the people. There was a 
desire expressed for more preaching, during the sessions of 
the Body; and at 5 o'clock, P. M., on Wednesday, Elder 
Pitman preached from Phil. 3: 7-8. On Thursday 
morning. Elder Mosse spake to a large assembly, in the 
open air. And when, at noon, the business of the session 
was concluded, Elder Warren prayed ; and the people still 
waited to *' hear two discourses in the meeting house, by El- 
ders John Peck and E. Barber," who so addressed them, 
that the "Brethren were comforted, thanked God and took 
courage, they then gave each other the parting hand, with 
hopes that by and by, they should meet in the General As- 
sembly and church of the First Bom in Heaven." 

It is testified also in the minutes that *^ seldom has this an- 
niversary been attended with more evident tokens of the 
Divine Presence. Gkx>d order, dispatch of business, brother- 
ly love, fervent prayers and pathetic preaching, contributed 
much to the pleasure and profit of the interview." The 
Moderator stirred up the minds of the Brethren in regard to 
the missionary cause, by some timely remarks, '* which 
seemed to interest the friends of Zion deeply, and to strength- 
en their resolutions, to afford it all the aid in their power, 
and to use their endeavors to provoke every indolent brother 
to this good work." The circular, by Elder I. Mattison, 
on Prayer^ is an excellent document, worthy of insertion ; 
and the ccrruponding letter by Elder Hull, though ap- 
proved and ordered printed, does not appear in the minutes. 
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•* CIROXTLAR LETTER. 

** Ths Miniit€fi and Messengers of the Sha^tsburt Association to the 
Churches they represent, send Christian Salutation : 

** Bretheen, 

" Among the ridi variety of subjects, both doctrinal and prac- 
tical, which have constituted the matter of our annual addresses to 
you, we do not recollect that Prayer has been distinctly named. If 
DO idea entirely new should be started upon the subject, yet some- 
thing profitable may be observed, both on the nature and benefit of 
prayer. 

*' Breath and speech are not more eertain signs of life, than prayer 
is an evidence of a renewed soul. It was said of Paul, ** Behold, he 
prayeth.** The same may be said in every instance of spiritual life. 
Prayer is the breath of the new creature— the language of the heaven - 
born soul with God. It is the native expression of holy desires : and 
where it is wanting, there such desires have no place. 

" Once more : Prayer is the uttering of our heart's desire to the 
throne of grace, in the name of Jesus Christ, for that lielp, and for 
those blessings we need, in such words (if it be vocal) as are suitably 
adapted to express the same. That *^ God has no still-bom children," 
is a common maxim. As crying or praying to God, is an evidence of 
being born again, so where this evidence is wanting, the claim to that 
honorable title " Child of God,'' has no existence. 

" The subject before us, in every view of it, we are sensible, opens 
a very beautiful and wide extended field, which the proper bounds of 
a circular lett^ forbid us cultivating in all its parts. We must 
therefore pass in silence many things, such as the several parts 
of Prayer, Invocation, Adoration, Oonfessioa, Petition, Piofession, 
Thanks^ving and -Blessing : also a distinction of the spirit and gift 
of prayer ; ** of which we cannot now speak particularly." It is dif- 
ficult to conceive, and more difficult to describe, the great and exten- 
sive benefits which result from prayer. When the chequered scene 
•f Divine Providence shall be opened in Heaven, then will the saints 
clearer see, and better know the worth of prayer. God early design- 
ed and made provision, that among the ruins of the fall, the souls of 
many should be made to love him. He knew they would desire an 
increasing enjoyment of the infinite object of their love : hence he 
made provision to meet those desires. He has not seen fit to consum- 
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mate, at once, the work of grace in his people ; but tbej are deeiriDg 
and receiving new discoyeries in divine things, and new supplies of 
grace. Prayer is an appointed mean of receiving these supplies. It 
contracts a blessed familiarity with that all-gl<uious Being, whose 
favor is better than life, and whose frown is worse than death. It it 
a heart-strengthening employment By this mean we shall obtain pa- 
tience to bear the ills of life, strength to resist the allurements of the 
world, and courage to look death itself in the face without dismay. 
CommunicKi with Gk>d in duties is enjoyed, and spiritual blessings are 
conferred in answer to prayer. Not that prayer is meritorious, or in- 
consistent with the immutability of Gk>d, If it then should be asked, 
To what purpose is Prayer ! the answer is — Prayer is a way and 
mean Gkxl has appointed for the communication of the blessings of 
his goodness to his people. Although he has purposed, provided and 
promised them, yet he will be sought unto, for tiieir actual bestow- 
ment. It is their duty and privilege to ask them of him. When 
they are blessed with the spirit of prayer, it forbodes well, and looks 
as if God intends to bestow the good things they ask. However, 
they should always ask in submission to the will of God, saying, not 
my will, but thine be done. It therefore aj^ears that prayer is an 
appointed way of receiving; hence, it ranks high in the order of 
means. It is a labour which instantly brings its own reward, and its 
full fruit shall be enjoyed in Heaven. It is like the faithful spies, 
who brought of the fruit of the goodly land. Suffice it to say, by 
prayer mercies are sanctified, afflictions are alleviated, holy disposi* 
tions are invigorated, corrupt passions weakened, and temptations 
resisted. Bight praying begins at home, but does not end there. Re- 
lations and neighbors, friends and enemies, fellow-professors, and the 
Church of God in general, the state of the heathen, and the. extensive 
glory of the Redeemer, are all remembered by proper supplicants in 
prayer. Pray for thyself— pray for Zion — ^pray for the whole Earth. 
Brethren, if any of you are destitute of the stated ministry of the 
word, and are so locally situated that you cannot join and attend 
where the word and ordinances are admbiistered, then pray the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would thrust you forth a laborer, by raising 
up or sending some one of the sons of Zion, to lead you into the green 
and rich pastures of his word and ordinances, and feed you with 
knowledge and understanding. God's purposes of grace, his promis- 
es and the predictions of his word, are all fulfilled in answer to pray- 
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«r. What is the travail of ZioD but the effectual ferreot prater of the 
eaintfl, irhen. they resemble Jacob, wrestling with the ang^ ? 

** Ministers, in th^ administratiofis, come to their people in the 
fulness of gospel Uessings, and have utterance, freedom and bold- 
ness in preaching, when their peojde, bj prayer, supply the place of 
Aaroo and Hor. "Haying hope,** saith the Apostle, ** when your fidth 
^ increased, that we shall be enlarged by you, according to our rule, 
abundantly, to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you." The 
Apostle had hope^ that while he was jec^Murding his life among the 
heathen, in preaching the Gross of Ohrist, his Brethren would observe 
this rule and pray: for him« Blessed be Gknl that this rule was not 
cwifined to the apostolic age. We exhort 'you, Brethren, with our- 
selves, that you carefully observe it Then you will be profitable 
hearers of the word, and more prc^table than otherwise you can pos- 
sibly be^ to those who administer it. 

When this Apostle was preaching the gospel and planting churches 
where Ohrist was net named, he was very solicitous for the prayers 
of his brethren. This was a means by which the strong holds of Satan 
were demolished, grace reignedj and the truth rode in triumph. He 
calculated more on their prayers, than upon their silver and gold. 
Faithful Ministers had rather be cut short in the latter than in the 
former ; yet siliter and gold have thehr proper connection and use in 
pri^Migathig the gospel, as we shall presently show. 

"BBKTHaiK, shall our prayers be oonfined to ourselves, and to the 
places of our residence ? Shall Christendom, or even the bounds of 
civilization, limit the extent of our desires ? O no, say you; we have 
often prayed that the gospel may have a more universal spread, and 
know no other bounds than the habitable parts of the earth. The 
words of David have often been in our mouths, and we think in our 
hearts too : — " Let the whole earth be filled with his glory." We 
thought, Brethren, this was the case. Now we exhort you to act 
consistently with such desires, and prove them sincere. We firmly 
believe that the heathen will be given to Jesus, for his inheritence, 
and that he will possess the uttermost parts of the earth. Shall the 
certainty of this event relax our exertions, or stimulate them f The 
latter, surely. How shall they (the benighted heathen) call on hun 
in whom they have not believed ; and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard ; and how shall they hear without a 
preacher ; and how shall they preach except they be sent t Shall we 
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at tMs day look for miracles to send mimsters, like Pbilip^a flight 
from the Ethiopian? To indulge the thought is sin. Missionaries 
must be seat in another way to them, and these missionaries must be 
supported. They have personal and relative wants, which our pray-' 
ers alone will not supply, for they are yet in the body. By liberal 
prayers and suitable efforts, genuine diristianity is manifested, and 
the gloiy of the Redeemer highly adyanoed. If our prayers for the 
adYancement of the Redeemer's kingdom be sincere and earnest, we 
shall act aoeording to our sphere, ability and opportunity, in saying 
and doing what in us lies, for that end. Brethren, what are our 
riches f Are they our staff or our burden t Do we possess them, or 
do they possess us f 

" We have reason to believe that the latter-day glory is soon 
to be ushered in ; when Zion shall have an open deliverance from all 
her enemies, whether Pagan, Papal, or Mahometan. The prophecies 
relating to the progress of the gospel, in some degree, have been ful- 
filling in every period since the Christian era commenced. Yea, in 
a sense from their earliest date, and are eminently fulfilling now. The 
scriptures assure us that great convulsions in earthly kingdoms, and 
the reign of Antichrist, shall precede the remarkable diffusion of gos- 
pel light. The nations are shaking in a degree, perhaps unexampled ; 
And the convulsions of empires are like the pangs of dissolving na- 
ture. We believe that Antiehrist is consuming, and will ere long, 
with his whole system, sink- into his burning grave. Rejoice, for the 
Lord Omnipotent reigneth. To him all obstacles are less than a straw 
beneath the arm of a giant. Let therefore no difficulties, improba- . 
Inlities, nor apparent impossibilities, weaken our Mth nor slacken our 
exertions in prayer. 

''Brkthrxk, you should always pray and not faint. If at any 
time you think of fainting in this duty, remember Daniel — the par- 
able of the -poor widow and the unjust judge — the deliverance of 
Peter from prison, and the prayer of Elias*. 1 consider how many 
are engaged in this blessed employ. Qrace produces a family like- 
ness among the children of God, and they all have one language in 
prayer. Amid the diversities which obtain among Christians, there 
is in their sentiments and language in prayer a happy uniformity^ 
When the godly, in their united and fervent supplications, rise and 
spread like a doud, we may expect copious showers of blessings, 
^e strong voice of prayer id ** the sound of an abimdant rain." The 
VixrthamptoDahire Baptist Association, in England, have established 
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a prayer meeting, for the spread of the gospel and for the success of 
missions. It has been greatly blessed. Sing, O Heavens, for the 
Lord reigns and doeth wonders. While prayer. Brethren, is your 
chief solace, amid the duties, disappointments and distresses of life, 
shew yonrselres deeply concerned for the poor heathen. Their igno- 
rance, their g^ilt and their misery, cry louder than a thousand 
tongues. It is the dumb eloquence of the dying. Brethren, shall 
"we wait and let them eome to ns? This, not more than one out of a 
hundred can do. The great commission says, go to them. Let us, 
therefore, send them the news of a Saviour, who willingly redeems 
from destruction, and freely gives eternal life to those who are ready 
to perish. In saving sinners of every tribe, he fills the earth with 
his glory; and Heaven shall in the end be replenbhed with the 
peioceful triumphs of his Oroi8 and Crown, Thus, dear Brethren, 
concludes our epistle to you. Receive it as a token of love ; it may 
be the l€ut to many of you, and also the last from some of u9. But 
sure we are, if we live and die praying, we shall hereafter meet {Hrais- 
ing, never more to part 

** O glorious work 1 O blest abode t 
We shall be near and like our God.** 

-N.KENDRIOK,0?«-i&. 

I. WEBB, Moderatorr 

The fbllowiog obituary appears in the minutes of this 
year,—" Died, February Slst, 1808, Elder Peter Wer- 
i>£N, of Cheshire, in the 80th year of his age. For dignity 
of nature, soundness of judgment, meekness of temper^ and 
unwearied labors in the ministry^ but few have equalled 
him in this age. He was the founder, father, and guardian 
angel of this Association, until his age prevented. He fol- 
lowed the work of the ministry about 60 years ; and then^ 

** Like old Elijah, in a fiery oar, 

" He rode to Heaven, to be a shining star ; 

** May some JSliaha catch his saered robe, 

''And smiting Jordan oxy, Where ia Mijah's Godr* 

1809. 
The Association met at Schodack, June 7th, and was 

*Far a fturther notice of Elder Werden, see the Appendix, where ti biogn^ldo 
Bketoh of him, is given. 
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opened by a sermon, from Jvde^ Zd verse, hy Elder James 
Glass, of Cambridge ; according to appointment. The for- 
mer Moderator and CUrh were chosen, and from the statis- 
tics of the churches, the following totals are gleaned. Of 
churches, 33 ; ministers, 23 ; additions, 291 ; dismissions, 
73 ; exclusions, 55 ; deaths, 29 ; and a total of 3,303 mem- 
bers in the whole body. To several churches, good acces- 
sions had been made. To Berlin, 16; Cambridge, 14 ; 
Chesterfield, 39; Clifton Park, 52 ; Great Barrington, 10; 
Mapletown, 11; Nassau, 37; Peru, 21; West Stock- 
bridge, 20 : Stamford, 10 ; and Townsend, 13. Thus did 
the dry and barren ground, receive the showers of blessing 
from on high, and the plants of grace, flourish and blossom 
as the rose. Two churches were received this session, the 
Adams, (north village) Mass., Elder George Witherell, 
Pastor, with 41 members; and the Becket church, Mass., 
Elder Amos Kingslet, with 25 members. 

The missionary work went forward, $118,15 having been 
contributed for it ; and about nine months of labor had been 
performed, by Elders N. Kendrick, in W. New York and 
Canada, and by J. Finch and Calvin Chamberlain, in North- 
em New York and Lower Canada. The circuku* letter, a 
very gogd one, on " Knowing the truth," was by Elder 
Webb : and the corresponding on the stability of Ohrisi^s 
kingdom, by Elder Leland. This session was made inter- 
esting by the Divine Presence, and by having several sea- 
sons of worship and preaching interspersed with the business. 
Sermons were preached by Eider Nathaniel Culyeb of 
West Stockbridge, from Eccl, 12. By Elder Samuel 
Rogers, of Saratoga Association from Prov, 10 : 24 ; and 
a closing one by Elder D. Bathbun.* 

« CIRCULAR LETTER. 

* The Miniitert and Messengers of the Shaftsbubt Assooiatiow, to 
** the churches which they represent ; send Christian salutation : 

" Dear Brethben, 

** In our last circular, we addressed you on the important subject of 
prayer ; a subject of importance indeed ; yet not mora so than- some 

*The lunne of Mr. Dennis EoQleeUmt was published as an impdator on page tth 
of the minutes, and the ohurehee warned to beware of htm. 
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others, which demand the attention of the Christian : For as prayer 
implies a right disposition of heart, and connected with this is an en- 
lightened understanding, a suitable knowledg of the truth must eyer 
stand prior to the right performance of the duty of prayer. Henco 
an acquaintance with the truth must be of the first necessity to eyery 
intelligent being, who would worship God in an iicceptable mSnner 
Gh>d is truth ; and to have an acquaintance with truth is to have an 
acquaintance with God. But his word is truth also ; for therein is 
described not only the character of God but the character of man ; and 
these form the two great pillars, on which rests the whole fabric of the 
GiMspel. To these, permit us (in brotherly love) to cite your minds for 
a few moments. And, "First — The character of God. He is a being in- 
finite in all his attributes. Justice, Goodness and Truth, constitute his 
moral prefections. Consequently, he must be immutable in his pur. 
poses, and faithful in his promises. He cannot err in counsel, nor change 
in. his designs : And as the works of all intelligent beings originated 
in and flow from their thoughts, his thoughts being eternal and un- 
obangeable, his works must unayoidably result from an eternal and un- 
changeable plan. For to suppose that the mind of God could ohange, 
or eyen hesitate tor a moment, would be a renunciation of eyery idea 
of the infinitude of Deity, and would amount to a denial of the yery ex- 
istence and being of a God. It will hence follow, that " he is in one 
mind ; and who can turn him ? And what his soul desirath, eyen 
that hedotbf Jobxxiii, 13 : And that *Hhe counsel of the Lord 
standeth for eyer ; the thoughts of his heart to all generations.'* Psalm 
zxziii, 11. This is the character ascribed in the gospel to the God of 
the whole earth ; and in this point of light is he to be exhibited in the 
gospel to the children of men; as a being worthy of supreme adoration. 
And the language of truth is — " Acquaint now thyself with him and be 
at peace ; thereby good shall come unto thee." Job xxii, 21 . But, 

** Secondly, — In order to be acquainted with him, we must become 
acquainted with ourselves. « Know thyself,'' was the golden maxim of 
a heathen Sage ; and this sentiment agrees with the gospel, and is 
beautifully amplified by the poet : 

* Man know thyself ; try thy own heart to scan ; 
The proper knowledge of mankind is man.' 

•* But here man may adopt the language of the Ethiopian : Acts 

viii, 81 : — *How can I understand except some man guide me?* 

How shall guilty darkened man know himself, if his trne character is 
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kept out of yiew by Preachers of the Gospel ? "If the trumpet gire 
BB uncertain sound, who will prepare himself for battle !" Will men 
feel their need of a Sayiour, until they see and feel their helpless and 
hopeless condition f And will they see and feel these, until their charao* 
ter is held up to them, in a preached gospel in its true colors ! They 
must be informed of their yileness and total depravity ; that the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart is faint ; that they are entirely and 
§temally undone ; that they are without hope, and without Ood in the 
world ; and that ** the thoughts of their hearts are only evil contin- 
ally." Qen. vi, 5. 

** Thus the sinner's depravity is to be fully and faithfully exposed : 
bis crimes charged home to his conscience with sympathising fer- 
vency, and his true picture exhibited to view. And not only this» 
his picture must be drawn at full length : He must see himsri^ from 
the crown of his head to the soles of his feet, in a moral point of light. 
He must know that he is an irreconcilable enemy to God in hearti 
opposed as much to mercy as to justice, and as great an enemy to the 
gotpel as to the law. Thif^Jf^fj^-g^iff^ |a which men become acquaint- 
ed with themselves ; and in this way are they slain by the la4V» 
in order to be made alive unto God. ** 1b not my words (saith the 
Lord) like the hanmier, and like the fire, that breaketh the rock in 
pieces ?" And that man who has not thus been slain, has never 
known the value of grace, nor realised his perishing need of a Saviomr; 
nor has he ever obtained right ideas of the divine character. When 
slain by the law, then, and not until then, does our hope in ourselves 
and in our obedience, perish ; then, and not until then, does God ap- 
pear as a Sovereign, sitting upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabi- 
tants as grasshoppers before him ; the nations being esteemed as a drop 
of the bucket, or as the small dust of the balance, in his sight. Now, 
then,the sinner feels himself in the hands of a Sovereign, who can 
wound and can heal ; can kill and make alive and can eave or destroy. 
Now, then, should sovereign and distinguishing grace pluck him as a 
brand from the burning. He will be prepared and disposed to set the 
crown on the Redeemer's head ; and to ascribe all the glory to him 
who has loved him, and washed him from his sins in his own blood ; 
and thus the glories of sovereigki, disting^hing and eternal love, shine 
conspicuous in the face of Jesus Christ, to the unspeakable consola- 
tion of the penitent souL In this way the sinner is humbled, God is 
exalted, and the soul is saved upon a plan, ancient as eternity and per- 
manmU as the everlanting hith. 
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«BaxTHEBN, the doctrine of the divine perfections inyolres in it 
that of sovereign grace ; and the doctrine of human depravitj stands 
doaely connected therewith in the Bibles. These doctrines stand di- 
reeily opposed to the pride of the human heart, which rises up with 
unrelenting fury against them and their supporters, and were it in its 
power, would exterminate them from the earth. But be not dismaj- 
6d. Cleave fast unto the doctrines of grace, as unto the sheet-anchor 
of your souls ; in doing which, yon wiU ride out the storms of time, and 
at last, arrive safe in the peacef id haven of eternity. Hold up the 
hands of those who preach Christ crucified. But shut your ears a- 
gainst the syren voice of error ; and turn away indignantly from that 
man who obscures the glory of sovereign grace, by the exaltation of 
hamAn works ; who calls upon the poor dead sinner to work out his 
own salvation, whilst the enmity of his heart, and the infinite evil of 
tin, are kept out of view ; who tries to inflame the passions by the 
vociferations of ignorance, without informing the judgment, or enlight- 
enmg, the understanding; 

" BttXTHBmr, the fearful efibcts of Arminian delusion are sufficiently 
and awfully demonstrated in our day. Against these let us carefully 
watch, and fervently pray ; submitting ourselves to the direction and 
trusting in the immutable faithfulness of an almighty Saviour ; unto 
whom every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that he is Lord, 
t6 the glory of Qod the Father. Let us cherish this consoling reflection, 
that the time is fast approaching, when the errors and abominations of 
both the deceivers and deceived shall be swept with the besom of de- 
stmction, as cobwebs, from the earth ; when Christ shall take to him- 
self his great power, and shall reign over the whole earth ; when (to 
use the words of Isaiah) ** the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, 
and the haughtiness of men shall be made low ; and the Lord alone , 
shall be exalted in that day." 

" Isaac "Webb, Moderator." 

** N. Ebndkick, Olerk,** 

1810. 



The Thirtieth Anniversary was held at White Oreek 
viUctgey with the Cambridge charch, as then called on the 
6th and 7th days of June, according to appointment, and: 
the annual sermon preached by Elder Abijah Peck, of 
Clifton Park, from Deut. 33 : 29. After which Elder^ W^^ 
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ren addressed the assemblj on mtssionsy and a collection of 
$21,00 was taken for that fund. Elder Webb was Mode- 
rato r again, and Elder Kendrick, Olerk, This was the first 
session ever held in the beautiful village of Little White 
Greek, as then called, and there was much of interest in the 
occasion to all present. It had been a year of increase in 
manj of the chnrches, and some had received showers of 
grace upon theirthirsty borders. 

The church most highly-favored, was the Olifion Parhj 
which had been permitted to gather in the large accession of 
62, to her membership, making a total of 273 in a church 
but 15 years old. There had been added to Adams church, 
17; Becket,7; Berlin, 13; Cambridge, 8; 1 Canaan, 10; 
CharlottviUe, U. C, 20 ; Great Barrington, 10 ; West Hills- 
dale, 7 ; Mapletown, 7; Hinsdale, (once Peru,J 16 ; PoW" 
nal, 11 ; West Stockbridge, 8; Troy, 8; and Townsend, 
U. C, 10« There were recorded on the minutes, the statis- 
tics of 33 churches, with a total of 23 ministers, 249 added 
to all the churches ; 83 dismissed ; 42 excluded ; 23 died ; 
and a total •f 3,321 members in fellowship. There were 
14 corresponding associations from whom Minutes or MeS" 
sengers were received at this session. The missionary com- 
mittee reported the receipt of about SI 60,00 into their Trea. 
sury, and the performance of four months missionary labor, 
by Elders J. Finch to the north, and N. Kendrick to the 
west part of New York and into Canada, with encouraging 
results. And in view of the opening field of labor among the 
destitute parts of the land, and the meagre contributions for 
so worthy an object, the Association authorized '^ the clerk 
to write a short address to the churches of this association, 
on the importance of their coming forward more generally 
in support of the missionary interest ; and that the same be 
printed in the minutes." 

The address, from the pen of the now departed Dr. Na- 
thaniel Kekdrigk, we give entire, hoping it may serve 
to stir up the minds of the sons and daughters of those fa- 
thers and mothers of this body, for whom it was written, to 
increase and abound in the grace of liberality in sustaining 
missions, both at home, and abroad, as the Providence of 
Gk>d opens a door, and beckons them out into the field of toil 
ami sacrifice for Christ's sake. 
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** The Mdert and Messengers of the Shaftsbukt AssodUnoir^ to the 
Churches they have the honor to represent : 

" Beloved Bbxthrek, 

» 

** We haye taken under consideration the general interest of Zion, 
as far as wo have bad an opportunity to extend our inquiries. The 
sabject of Missions to the destitute parts of our country, and even to 
regions beyond, we deem of sufficient importance, to merit a more gen- 
eral attention than you have heretofore given it To say God has 
appointed the preaching of the gospel, as the most important means 
for gathering his people among all nations, is giving you no informa* 
tion. We cannot, for a moment, doubt ;f our establishment in this 
plain evangelic sentiment. 

** You are anticipating the period* when the gospel shall be 
preached among all nations, and Christ shall have the heathen for his 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possesseion." 
You know thai "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God." "And how shall they hear without a preacher ; and how shall 
they preach, except they be sent !^ There are extensive parts of 
the harvest, which have hitherto been unnoticed by the laborers of the 
vineyard. Who can fell why the events of Providence were so ar. 
ranged, as to convey the gospel to us, in distinction from any of the 
darkest regions of the world ? Have we received the gospel, as the 
miser does gold, that we may treasure it up in some secret deposit, 
where it will be pseless to ourselves and others ! Surely not Were 
we to inherit it, in this way, it would eat as doth a canker, and 
eventually prove a savor of death unto death. 

** Were arguments necessary, to call forth the Benevolent services 
of Christians to a dying world, arguments the most weighty might be 
produced. You have found the gospel of infinite importance to 
yourselves ; yea, the one thing needful ; and the pearl of great price, 
by which your souls are redeemed from everlasting ruin. The glory 
and greatness ef this world sluink to nothing, and less than nothing, 
when compared to the gospel of the grace of God. A man that gains 
the whole world, must be eternally miserable, if he loses his soul. 
Mankind by nature, axe under condemnation, and the wrath of G^ 
abides upon them, and there is no possible way of removing the curse, 
but by the gospel of Christ. How infinitely precious did the gospel 
appear to you, when you found it the power of G^, and the wisdom 
of God, conveying pardoning mercy and boundless love to your dee- 
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pairing soulis. How precious was the preached *word. What were 
your desires that others might come within its sound ? Surely they 
were inexpressible. 

** You will, in the next place, g^ant, that the preaching of the gos- 
pel is appointed to man. The office of angels does not extend to 
this. The diyine economy, as stated in the scriptures, and illustrated 
by providence, authorizes the belief, that man, in this world, will be 
the important instruments of publishing the gospel, down to the 
closing period of time. A great part of mankind, at the present, are 
precluded from the stated administration of the word. This is the 
case with most of those, who inhabit the frontiers of this State, and 
the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. The embarrassments of 
settling new countries, and the scattered state of the settlers, render 
it impracticable for them to form societies and obtain a regular admin- 
istration of the gospel. They have not the means within themselves ; 
they are dependent. To send missionaries among them, is the only 
eligible method by which they can at present be assisted. This duty 
devolves on those to whom God has committed the means. Can we- 
have any scruples of conscience respecting this duty ? Most certainly 
not Thousands lie before us, perishing for lack of vision, and God 
has furnished us with the means of sending them the good word of 
bis grace. Where is the heart incapable of feeling for poor souls in 
the regions and shadow of death ? Surely not in the bosom of the 
christian. Such know the terrors of the Lord, and would even *saye 
sinners with fear, pulling them out of the fire.* 

** A few churches and individuals in this Association have for sev- 
eral years past, made worthy exertions to send Missionaries into des- 
titute places ; while others have withheld, even the smallest encour- 
agement We cannot think those who duly appreciate the benefits 
of the gospel, can, for a moment dispute the duti/ and necessity of 
these exertions. They have hitherto been attended with the blessings ' 
of heaven, and the hearts of many in the wilderness, have been made 
glad. This is a cause worthy of the patronage of every Christian. 
Were all the members of the Association to pay only six cents an- 
nually, it would amount to more than has been raised in any one 
year since the commencement of the Institution. Were each to pay 
but one cent a month, it would produce the annual sum of |898,52. 
Were we to go as far as the females in Boston, Providence and Sa- 
lem, who are constituted into mite societies, and tax themselves with 
a cent a week, we should annually raise 11,726,92. Is it necessary to 
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take the most parsimonious measures to wring from the hands of 
Ohristians a few cents of their abundance, to support that cause 
which thej deem of infinite importance ? What shall we think of 
that conscience which can give dollars for ornaments, to appear 
in the fashions of the world, and sorupulouslj withhold, even eenis, 
in the cause of God ? We are persuaded, Brethren, that manj of 
jou have inconsiderately overlooked your duty respecting this impor- 
tant subject A word to the wise is sufficient We hope, at our 
next annual meeting, no church will fail of their liberality, and that 
our Missionary Society will meet with a more general patronage, 
liay we be helpers together, of each other's joy, and be cordially 
united in the most effectual means for extending the triumphs of the 
cross. May we uot shrink at the burden and heat of the day ; but be 
found faithful unto death. Brethren, the time is short, when this 
world will be no more with us. May we at last, through grace, ex- 
change it for those mansions in our Father's house, which are reserved 
for the everlasting habitations of the Saints.** 

The circular and corregponding letters were by a com- 
mittee, appointed at the time to supply the failure of those 
who were charged with this work at the last session. Elders 
Warren, Lahatt, Glass, Mattison and Rowlej, were the 
committee, and their Letter is on *^ communion with God.*' 
From whose pen we cannot affirm ; unless from Eider War- 
ren's, the chairman. 

At this time, the Baptist Brethren in Albany had not 
acquired strength enough to arise and build them a house of 
worship, nor even sustain a regular ministry ; and hence 
the Association appointed them the following supplies, viz : 

Sld. Mattison, the 4th Lord*8 Day in «hme, 
•• Peck* " 4th " " " Aug. 
•• Olmstead, "24 •* •* « July, 
*• Ghiss, " l8t « " " Sept 
•« Hull, " 5th « «• « Sept 

As a result of this aid from the Pastors of this Body, it 
will be seen the cause was strengthened into visible exist- 
ence, and in the year 1811, the First Baptist church in 
the-capital of the State of New York, took her seat, by ap- 
propriate messengers, in the councils of the Association. 
Tills session closed in the following very interesting man- 
nier, as recorded on the 8th page of its minutes. 

** Item 24. The business of this very pleasant and enter- 



Eld. Rowley, the 4th Lord^B Day in Oct. 
« Witherell, 4th •* « *♦ Jan. 
« Lahatt, " ad " « «Wov. 
« Warren, *» 8d « « " Feb. 
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taining session^ was closed by a few remarks and prayer by 
the Moderator ; after which Brother Aaron Leland, (after- 
wards Governor of the State of Vermont,) preached from 
Rom, 8 : 32^ to a large and solemn Assembly. A short in- 
termission ensued^ at which time the ordinance of Baptism 
was administered. The people again assembled, and Brother 
Sylvanus Haynes addressed them in ftn affectionate and 
parting discourse." Elder Leland was a Messenger from 
the Woodstock Association ; and Elder Haynes, a member 
of the Vermont, and had been favored with a powerful work 
of grace among his people in Middletown, Vt, which had 
added some 112 in a.year. And so this anniversary closed, 
and the Brethren, Pastors and Messengers, went rejoicing 
home from this <' feast of fat things," upon the mountain of 
Zion. 

1811. 

The Thirty-First anniversary was held on Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 5th and 6th, with the 3d Cheshire 
church, Mass , commencing at 10 o'clock A. M., as usual ; 
with a sermon by Elder Charles Lahatt, of Pittstown, 
from Isa* 9:6, '' The government shall be upon his 
shoulder." Elder Obed Warren, though not a Pastor at 
the time in the association, served as Moderator ; ^nd Elder 
Charles Lahatt, was CUrh at this session. It had been 
a year of ingathering in a number of the churches ; more 
than for several years previous, as the statistical table of the 
year will show, which we here present to the view of our 
readers entire, as before, at the close of every decade of 
years. 

N, B. Ministers in small capitals. A — ^ denotes no 
pastor. A * absent. The money credited to the 3d Cheshire 
Church, was the contribution taken at the close of the As- 
sociation. The Egremont church, in this table, was once 
called the Great Barrington ; and the Hoosich, had been 
called Mapletown. 
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Thus it is seen that 8 or 10 chnrches were blessed with 
considerable revivals ; ^ and that two, the 4lh SbsAsbary, 
and the Hooaick churches, were viuled with great sAoweri 
of grace. The Shaflsbury church, or churcliei, had not 
been so favored, since the " Great Seformaiion " unier El- 
der Blood's labors, 12 jeara before, or in 1798. Elder I. 
MattJsoE was the pastor oithiM as welt aslhe^rtt church, at 
thb lime, preaching every alternate Lord's daj, with each 
cbnrch. This arrangement existed for about 19 jears, or 
from April 1807, when Elder Blood removed, to Jan. 1826. 
The present, was a year of jubilee to the then young and 
vigorous Mattison, in which he was permitted to gather in 
about 115 to both of the churches under his care. Such a 
favor was never repeated upon his ministry ; a blessing so 
rich and gratifying in one year, though he had other har- 
vests in subsequent years. It is an experience otiM in a 
life time, to gather tuch a harvest Elder Blood never had 
but one great refoTmatitm, as it was termed, in SbaAshury, or 
anjr where else. And so of the revival in Hoowck, under 
QlaoE'i ministry. It was his greaUtl, and proved to be bia 
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lasi ingathering into the gamer of his Lord ; for he soon 
went down to his grave as a shock of corn fulij ripe. Of 
this revival, ihejirst powerfitl one, the Hoosick chureh had 
ever enjojed, we present a brief accoant from the pen of 
the lamented Glass, recorded in the Vermont Baptist Miss. 
Magazine, vol. 1, page 42, or for April, 1811. it is as fol- 
lows : — 

"To one of the Editors, 

" YsET Deae Bjiother, 

" Agreeably to your request, I shall endeavor to give you a short 
statement of the work of the Lord m this town. About the middle 
of last May, there appeared an uncommoa solemnity among the 
people. About the same time, three persons came to the church, and 
gave a relation of their christian experience, and were received into 
fellowship. The day following, after public worship, we repaired to 
^he water-side, and there attended to the ordinance of Baptism, ac- 
cording to the apostolic mode. A large assembly beheld the glorious, 
solemn scene, with remarkable attention. From that time to this, the 
work has been very pleasing. The candidates have proceeded very 
calmly and understandingly, in every movement There have been 
some, of all classes taken, from the highest to the lowest, both old 
and young, from three score, down to eleven. About eightif have been 
added since the reformation began ; and the prospect is, that many 
more will soon come forward. The work is still going on, to the 
great joy of the church — ^the astonishment of wicked men, and 
cenfusion of the powers of darkness, for they all appear to be en- 
gaged to take the field. But the God of the Hebrews is on Zion's 
side, and he answers by fire. 

" I subscribe, your brother, in gospel bonds. ' 

" HoosioK, Dec. 23, 1810. James Glass.*" 

At this session the Church in Albaxt, then but just con- 
stituted, and since known as the Greene Street Bapt%9t 
church, with Elder Fbancis Watland, as Pastor, was re- 
ceived into the Association ; also a recently constituted 
church in Upper Canada, called Oxford, The missionsgry 
affairs of the Body had gone on as usual ; and the Execu- 
tive Committee had employed Elders George Withebell, 
and Daniel Hascall, to travel and preach in Western 
New York and Upper Canada* for three months each; and 
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cider Cyeus Andrews two months in the northern parts 
of the State of New York, making 8 months labor which had 
been performed. The following record is found on Page 7 
of the minates. 

** That Brethren Witherell, Hascall and Andrews, the 
above named Missionaries, made an acceptable report of 
their Missions to your Committee and the Missionary So- 
ciety, of the kind reception they received, together with the 
great want of missionary labors in those places, where 
they trareled. By order of the Committee, 

" Edward Tylee, Chairman. 

« Wm. Groom, Jr., Clerk for the day." 

*' Voted, (by the Association) that the above report is sat- 
isfactory to this Association." By another vote of this 
body, it appears that they took an interest in the formation 
of the WestfiM Association ia Massachusetts, and sent El- 
ders Hull, Lahatt, Witherell, Francis and Mattison to sit 
with their Convention in August, for this purpose. 

The missionary operations of the body had been con* 
ducted under the supervision of an ExecvUve^ called the 
^ Missionary Committee," aided sometimes, and co-operated 
with by the Executive of another society called the " New 
York Baptist Missionary Society," before mentioned in the 
doings of the year 1808. This year, to save copfusioh in the 
records of missionary afiairs,'ihe following notice appears on 
page 9th of the minutes. 

'* For general information it is to be noted, that for some 
years past, there have existed, two missionary societies by 
the same name, of our order, in the State of New York.* 
The Missionary Society connected with the Shaftsbury 
Association have therefore resolved to be known hereafter, 
by the name of The New York Northern Baptist Mission- 
ary Society.^* 

A number of items of business were transacted worth no- 
tice beside ; such as a favorable commendation of the '^ Ver» 
mont Baptist Missionary Magazine^" to the patronage of the 
churches: the exposure of three impostors who were 
trying to dupe the churches ; but who were each fallen 
men. Their names are given as Wm. Thomas^ John Wit- 
tarns, and John W. Garey. The circular and correspond- 
ing letter by a committee, this year was read by Elder 
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Asabel Morse, and approved for the minutea. Its theme is 
the ''Three Christian Graces, Faith, Hope and Charity;" and 
is a brief bat worthy practical epistle. An interesting let- 
ter from the Shaflsbury Female Mite Society^ signed by 
Mart Clark, as President, sent to the Assodation, with 
a contribution of $16,45 is printed with the minutes of this 
year, but we have not room to insert it, though a worthy 
epistle. Sermons were preached during the session by El- 
der Aaron Leiand, from Ps.SO: 14 ; Elder F. Way land, 
from PhiL 4: 13, and by Elder Rogers, from Saratoga As- 
sociation, on Thursday P. M., in the meeting house, while 
business was going on in another ''convenient room, at the 
same time.*' 

And so closed up the business of this interesting session 
of the Body, finishing the third decade of its history, and a 
most interesting portion of it too. 

Finally, in closing this chapter, it may be proper to 
enumerate some of the leading events that characterized it. 
The rise and progress of the missionary spirit, in efforts to 
scatter the light of truth among the destitute settlements of 
the west, indicates a spirit of enterprise worthy of such men 
as led SLud followed in that noble work. The services of a 
Blood, Covell, Warren, Finch, Gorton, Asahel Morse, C. 
Chamberlain, N. Kendrick, Hascall, Witherell and An- 
drews — who labored under the patronage of this body, can- 
not be valued until the revelations of the final day, shall 
tell what good they did in comforting God's people, awaken- 
ing sinners, encouraging feeble churches, and setting in or- 
iler the things that were wanting in a hundred places whith- 
er their footsteps were directed by the great Head of the 
church, in the wildernesses of Northern and We$tem New 
York, and of Canada West. Beside these, some other 
Brethren, as Elder Jesse Hartwell, belonging to this 
body, did good service under the patronage of the Massachu- 
setts Baptist Missionary Society, and thus run the lines of 
this Association abroad over various parts of the country. 
How many souls were converted, persons baptised, churches 
formed, or ministers ordained, w« have no means of knowing 
in the aggregate. But the wilderness and solitary place 
were often gladdened because of them, and many will rise 
up hereafter and call these messengers of God's grace to 
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tbem, Blessed, — for the benefits thus conferred, by the la- 
bors and contributions of the Shaftsbury Association. Dur- 
ing this period the number of churches and ministers in the 
body suffered a diminution, by the establishment of a new 
Association, in Saratoga co., and the dismissal of churches 
in other directions ; but on the whole, there waa a great ad- 
vance of the general cause. And although some 15 churches 
were dismused, and some others dropped from the body, yet 
at the close of this period of 11 years, there were but 11 less 
churches in the body and 400 less membership ; while some 
8,000 had been added to all the churches in the same time. 
The Saratoga Body reported a total of 22 churches, 15 min- 
isters, and about 2,500 members in 1811 ; so that if we add 
the total of these two bodies together at this time, we find 
an adTance in their united territoiy of about fifty per cent, 
in membership, and some 30 per cent, in the number of 
churches and ministers. 

But during this period, more than any other previous, the 
Association lost from her ministry by death. Almost every 
year some standard-bearer fainted and fell by the stroke of 
Death from the towers of Zion, '< and great lamentation was 
made by devput men," over him. Elder Haskins of Sa- 
voy, in 1803, is reported as having ceased from among the 
living. In 1806, Elders Clabk Eogebs, of Hancock ; 
Nathan Mason, of Cheshire ; the pious Barnes of Ca- 
naan ; and the Beloved Co yell died on his Canada 
Mission ; in 1808, the venerable Werden fell in a good 
old age, full of yeans and honors, and was laid to his repose 
in the grave. And how many of the Beloved Brethren and 
Sisters, who had shared their toils and trials, joys and tri- 
umphs in the service of God below, had also gone up with 
these leaders in Zion, to join the Great Association of the 
saints above, where toils and tears, and tribulations never 
come, we cannot say. But in the words of the sacred poet 

** There the saints of all ages ia harmony meet, 
" Their Savionr and Brethren transported to greet ; 
" While anthems of rapture imceasingly roll, 
*' And the smile of the Lord, is the feast of the soul." 

MxnftLSMBUkGH. 
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CHAPTER ly. 



Annah of the Body, from 1812, to\%2\f of for the fourth decade of 
years-^A period of trials and of blesHnga aUo, to the churches. 



We come now to the work of traciag the annals of this 
bodj, during another decade of years, a period full of stir- 
ring incidents, in the history- of the church and the world. 
It includes the days of darkness for our country and the 
Zion of God, when the pall of war covered the face of the 
land, and portions of our territory were whitened by the en- 
campments of a foreign host, and some of our cities were 
ravaged, dwellings and houses of worship burnt by the 
ruthless barbarity of an invading foe, and thousands of fami- 
lies filled with mourning and wretchedness by the events of 
such times. For years, the converting power of the Holy 
Spirit seemed measurably withdrawn, even from the church- 
es of the saints, and few were made the subjects of renewing 
grace; while, by tens of thousands, our fellow mortals went 
down annually to the grave, in the battle-field, on the briny 
deep, or at home amid the busy arts of life. But to this period 
of bloodshed and desolation, there succeeded a time of peace 
and great rejoicing, not only among the citizens of our land, 
generally, but more especially in the dwellings of God's saints. 
Although[the^»'5^ of this series of years was a time of ingath- 
ering, some 400 being added to all the churches, the first four 
years, showed only 752 added to all the churches, and a total 
' ()f 3,511. But the last six years of this period, was a time 
of enlargement in many of the churches ; and more than 
1,600 were added to them all, making a total of 2,850, at its 
close, after some 8 churches had been dismissed to other 
associations around. This period commences with 32 
churches, and 22 ministers ; and closes with 25 churches, 
and bat 14 ministers in its embrace. And yet *^ God was 
good to Israel," during this period. Let us follow the stream 
of his goodness and grace, as it flowed down the tide of time 
for the next Ten years. 
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1812. 

The tbirtj^second session of the associatloa was held at 
West Stockbridge, Mass., on the third and fourth days of 
June, 1812, according to appointment the previous jear* 
Elder Isaiah Mattison preached the introductory sermon, 
from Prov. 11 : 30 ; '* He that winneth souls is wise." This 
was the^r»< of six anniversary sermons he has preached to 
this body in about forty years. Elder O. Warbek was 
chosen Moderator, and Brother Wm. Groom, jn, C^k 
But 32 churches were present by their messengers : with 
22 ministers among these churches, of whom 18 were pres** 
ent. There had been added to the body, 392 ; dismissed, 52 ; 
excluded, 38 ; died, 30 ; and there was a total of 3,667 in 
alt the churches. The churches in Becket, Chesterfield 
and Hinsdale, Mass., having joined the new WestJUld Asso- 
ciation, were formally dismissed from the body. The gred 
revival of the year, was reported in the Berlin church, where 
225 had been added to one church — an unprecedented num^ 
ber. It was a ^eat work ; and the greatest harvest of El« 
der Hull's long ministry in that place. An account of it was 
printed in the Mass. Bap. Missionary Mag. for June, 1812, 
voL 3, pages 172-«3, but we cannot now find that number of 
the Magazine. A reference is made to it in Benedict's His* 
tory of the Baptists, vol. 2, pages 550-1, in which he says : 
^^ A revival of an uncommon naturs was experienced in Ber- 
lin, in 1811 ; over 200 joined the church under consMera- 
tion. In one day 57 were baptised in the space of 32 minutes : 
over one hundred joined the Sabbatarians, and about thirty 
were added to the open communion church in the town. 
This was a great work indeed, in which more thaa 
three hundred and fifty souls were brought to an open pro- 
fession of their Saviour before the world, in one town or 
community, during a single revival season. It increased 
the number of Elder Hull's church — always large — to 611, 
It is said that some of the people in the town, during this 
work, verily thought they heard the voices of angels sing- 
ing for joy, upon the mountains around the place. No 
doubt angels rejoiced in the presence of their God, at the 
sight of this work, whether t&eir voices were heard^or nol. 
The other churches most favored were the Albany, to which 

7 
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11 were added ; Cambridge, 14, now under the care of El- 
der Obed Warren for some three years ; Pittsfield, 10, El- 
der John Francis, jr. ; Schodack, 10 ; 4th Shaftsbury, 23 ; 
and Stamford, Elder Paul Himes, 54. Thas were xeven 
churches especially favored of God this year, mostly those 
that had received few additions the year before. 

The 2d Cheshire Church, usually known as the 3d 
church, sent two letters from two rival claimants to be the 
church; and a large committee of 10 ministers and 5 breth- 
ren were appointed to meet with the church, in July, and 
aid in harmonizing their difiSculties. They reported this 
year a total of 213 members, and it was desirable to save 
them from distraction, if possible. A council which had 
failed to give them effectual aid, were invited to attend on 
the new occasion. 

The Missionary Committee reported in substance as fol- 
lows : *' That the monies received from the several districts, 
churches, societies and individuals, amount to the sum of 
$^26^1; and the balance in the treasury of 1811, was 
$76,07, making a total of $302,58. That they had em- 
ployed Brother Daniel Hascall as a Missionary, to travel 
and preach in the destitute places of the Northern parts of 
the State of New York, for the term of two months, paying 
him $40,00 for his services ; and that Br. Cyrus Andrews 
had performed a like service in Western New York and 
Canada, for the period of six months, for which they paid 
him $120,00, leaving a balance of $142^58 in the treasury. 
That these Brethren report a kind reception among the peo- 
ple, and a great want of Gospel labors in some places, 
whence the Macedonian cry — Come over and help usy sound- 
ed in their ears." This report was accepted as satisfactory 
by the Association. The church at West Stockbridge being 
in a state of trial, a committee of 9 ministering Brethren 
were appointed to counsel and aid them to a better state 
of things, and report at the next session. 

The circular letter was by Elder Charles Lahatt, on " the 
value of Divine Trvihr It was both the circular and cor- 
responding letter. Divine worship was attended a number of 
times during the session. Elder Hascall preached on Wed- 
nesday P. M., at 5 o'clock, in the Baptist meeting house while 
the associatioB was in session in the house of the Congrega- 
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tional Church. Elder Morse preached on Thursday mor- 
ning at 10 o'clock, from 1 Kings 6 : 7. << And the house when il 
WIS in building, was built of stone, made ready before it wai 
brought thither ; so that there was neither hammer nor axe, 
nor any tool of iron, heard in the house while it was build* 
.ing." And when at 3 P. M. their business was finished^ 
^ the Moderator addressed the association and assembly ia 
a very solemn and impressive manner, and closed by im- 
ploring the Divine benediction on the association, and all 
the churches, and on the world of mankind." ^ After a 
short intermission," it is added, ^< Brother Niles addressed 
the assembly in a very solemn and impressive manner. This 
session has been particularly agf eeable ; several things con- 
tributed to render it so— the union and friendship which 
reigned among us — a quick despatch of business — ^the sol- 
emn and evangelical preaching — ^with a sense of the divine 
presence with us — made it a season, we trust, long to be 
remembered." 

On the minutes of this year, page S we have the follow- 
ing sad announcement : — We announce to the churches, the 
death of the Rev. James Glass, of Hoosick. He was a pious, 
faithful and an evangelical minister of the gospel, and much 
beloved and respected by his friends and acquaintances. 
He was removed from the church militant, in the midst of 
his usefulness, (we trust) to join the church triumphant, to 
receive the happy plaudit, " enter into the joys of thy Lord. 
** The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.'^ 
In the Vermont Baptist Miss. Magazine, for November, 
1811, page 115, we find the following obituary of this de- 
parted minister of Christ. 

** 27ie memory of the Just is EUssedJ* 

'^DiED, at Hoosick, N. Y., on the 6th of August, 181 1, 
in the 36 year of his age, the Rev. James Glass, Pastor 
of the Baptist Church in that place. 

'' He was a man of amiable disposition ; pleasant and 
agreeable in his manners ; solemn and weighty ia his admin- 
istrations from the desk ; serious and exemplary in his life ; 
sound and sentimental in his faith, and especially in the 
great and precious doctrines of grace ; and successful as a 
fiuthlU miniater and servant of oar Lord Jesus Christ. 
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For his soul's satisfaction, a number of month's before his 
death, he saw the pleasure of the Lord prosper in his hands. 
His constant labors in the work may, perhaps, have contribu- 
ted to bring upon him a pulmonary consumption, of which 
he died. 

<< A number of weeks before his death, he evidently saW 
that he was going to the generation of his fathers, to lie 
down in tho dust He viewed the great and important 
scenes before him, (into which his disorder was daily and 
gradually conducting him) with an awful and solemn de* 
Ught. As he passed along in this enfeebled condition, from 
day to day, never more to retrace his steps, and leaving all 
behind, he comforted and encouraged the saints, exhorted 
sinners almost to his last breath, and died full of joy, in the 
triumphs of faith ; leaving his beloved, but aMicted family, 
church and people, and his brethren in the gospel ministry, 
through an extensive circle, to mourn, that the 'beloved 
James was prematurely called from his useful labers, while 
the harvest is great, but such laborers few. 

" Peace to his shades ; 
" And whea the general doom 
" Shall wake him, renovated from the tomb, 
" Be grace's white mantle o'er his shoulders spread, 
** And the saints gJEument clad aboat his head." 

During his brief ministry of 8 years, he must have bap* 
tised about 150 converts. Some 60 in White Creek during 
the six years of his labor there, and 90 at Hoosick. 

1813. 

The Thirty-third Session was held with the Nassau 
church, at the Union Meeting House, June 3d and 4th, and 
the opening discourse was by Elder Warrbn, from 1 TVm. 
3 : 15, *^ But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how 
thou oughtest to behave thyself, in the house of God, the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." 
Elder Isaac Webb, of Albany, was Moderator^ and Elder 
Ei«i Ball, of Lansingburgh, Clerk, at this anniversary. 
Ihvo churches were added this session, the 3d New Cancuzn^ 
as then called, and now the 2d Canaan, in Columbia co.. N. 
Y.; Aod the Williamstowfi church, Mass, revived, or re* 
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organized and put in a course of gospel travel agun with 26 
members. This made the number of churches, 34 ; minis- 
ters, 22; licentiates, ] ; added, 151; dismissed, 115; ex- 
cluded, 38 ; died, 72 ; and a total of 3,572. There were 
added to several churches a revival blessing, as to the Al- 
bany, 16; Berlin, 28 ; Nassau, Elder Enoch Ferris, 8; 
Schodack, 19 ; 1 Stephentown, Elder Julius Beeman, 7 ; 
Savoy, Elder Plullip Pearce, 12 ; West Stockbridge, 10 ; 
now encouraged by the Brethren sent to their aid by ap- 
pointment the last session. 

The missionary concerns were not as prosperous as usual, 
for want of funds, and opportunity of usefulness in the Ca- 
nada field, in consequence of the existing war with Great 
Britain, raging on the western borders of New York State. 

Still some 9120,00 of funds were unhand, and they 
had employed Elder Cyrus Andrews on a missionary tour 
into the Holland Purchase country, the south western part 
of New York, for three months, and the committee had paid 
in advance 60 dollars for his services. The association 
voted to patronize the missionary society more vigorously, 
and the following note inserted in the minutes by the Clerky 
shows the measure of interest, or Benevolence aimed at, in 
those days. '* This laudable institution has for its object, the 
salvation of lost sinners. We should think this were suffi- 
cient to stimulate every well-wisher to man. If every mem^ 
her of this AssoctcUian would only lay by the small sum of 
one cent a week fpr the missionary fund, it would amount to 
the sum of $1,857,44, in one year ! ! I And but for some 
Buch small exertions, by those who enjoy the Gospel, thou- 
sands must lie in the dismal night of Paganism, without 
God and hope in the world. May God inspire our zeaL" 

From the spirit of this appeal we Conclude there must 
have been an interest already felt for the heathen, and the 
work of Foreign Missions began to be thought of, in this 
body. The beloved Judson and his wife had now been 
cast upon the American Baptists for support ; this appeal 
sought help for them, at the rate of only a penny a week 
from every professed christian. How easy for us to save 
that sum, if we would, for so noble a work, as the spread 
of the gospel among the perishing, and not abridge any of 
the reiS necessities of our being. But, with a little lelf-de- 
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nialy and we might double that amount in all our churches; 
and then our Home and Foreign Mission, and every other 
gospel enterprise would prosper. The measure of contribu- 
tions in this bodj, as a whole, for the last few years, say 
1850-52, has more than equalled the amount of a penny a 
week average, on each member of the churches, for the sev- 
eral objects of christian benevolence sustained in our de- 
nomination. Still, it has been very unequally divided ; 
gome churches doing almost nothing, while others have sus- 
tained the reputation of the whole, by more than their pro- 
portionate amount. 

Oh Thursday A. M. of this session, the solemn services 
of an Ordination took place as recorded in the following 
words. Page 10 : — 

'< By request of the Ist Baptist church in Canaan, an ec- 
clesiastical council formed ; and having attended to the 
usual mode of examination at 11 o'clock, Thursday A. M., 
proceeded to ordain Brother Silas Spalding to the holy work 
of the ministry. Elder Webb preached the sermon from 
John 6 : 45. Elder Hull made the consecrating prayer, and 
laid on bauds with Elders Warren and Webb. Elder War- 
ren gave the charge. Elder Witherell gave the right hand 
of fellowship, and made the concludiug prayer." 

It is more common to ordain a Pastor in his own church, 
and among the people of his charge ; but for convenience 
take, to the council, it is sometimes done at such a gather- 
ing as this, where the Presbytery are assembled for other 
purposes. One part of the usual services is necessarily 
omitted, in such a case, the address to the church and con- 
gregation ; which is often as important to them, to stir them 
up to their duty, as the charge is to the Pastor^ to lay his 
responsibility upon him. This Ordination service no doubt 
added to the interest of this session of the Association ; and 
as it took place in a town not far from the people of Mr. 
Spalding's charge, it is probable many of them attended, and 
enjoyed both occasions with the brethren of the association. 

The committee sent last year to help arrange the affairs 
of the Cheshire Brethien were not received, and a new ex- 
pedient was fallen upon this year to aid them, viz ; — ** Five 
ministering Brethren were to be chosen, two by the church, 
two hj the dismissed Brethren, and one by the Association, 
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and report next session. Accordingly Elders Morse and 
Hull, were chosen by ihe church ; Elders Warrtn and 
Jackson by the dismissed Brethren* and Elder Purington 
by the association. This council is to meet at the meeting- 
house occupied by the 2d Church, (in Cheshire,) on Wed- 
nesday, 25th of August, at 9 o'clock A. M." The result of 
this labor, as given in the next year's minutes, was as follows : 
'^ The committee appointed to look into some difficulties in 
the 2d Cheshire church reported ; and after hearing them, 
the association voted, That in our opinion, the church has 
been negligent in discipline, and also in the commemoration 
of the Lord's Supper. But hearing that there are some 
hopeful appearances of a return to resume the travel of a 
gospel church, we feel it our duty to encourage and help 
them, and to exhort them to arise and let their light shine^ 
in the character of a gospel people. — [Minutes 1814, p. 9."] 
The circular and corresponding letter for this year was 
written by Elder Francis Wayland, senior, now no more oh 
Earth ; and its Theme was ^^ JPrater, its nature, necessity 
and advantages,** It was a worthy effusion from the heart 
and head of its author, and when read before the association 
for adoption, it was '* unanimously received with demonstra- 
tions of approbation of the sentiments it contained," say the 
minutes,'^' and committed to the clerk for printing.*' Could 
we feel ;satisfied in enlarging our work to a sufficient size to 
allow us, we would reprint this, and several other circulars. 
But we must deny ourselves that pleasure, for want of room. 
This agreeable session was closed at 3 o'clock on Thurs- 
day P. M. and ''^at 1-2 past three Elder Witherell preached 
to the people ready to depart," to their homes, as had become 
the custom of late years at the close of the associational meet- 
ings. The minutes give us the following brief but senten- 
tious obituary of one of the Pastors in the body. 

^< We announce to the churches, the death of that truly 
estimable member of this association, and Pastor of the churen 
in Nassau, Elder Ephbaim Harbis. He was eminent in 
piety, useful in the ministry^ sxidfaithful unto death. "A 
thoufaithful unto death and I wiUgive thee a crown of life.** 

1814. 

The Thirty-fourth Session of the Association was held «t 
Scbodaek, June 1st and 2d, as appointed. Elder JuiTVs 
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Hull preached the introductory from Ezek. 10 ; 5. " And 
the sound of the cheruhims wings was heard even to the out- 
er court, as the yoice of the Almighty God, when he speak- 
eth." Elder Abijah Feck served as Moderator^ and Elder 
Eli Ball, as cUrk again. There were reported in the 
minutes this year, 35 churches ; 22 ministers ; 131 added ; 71 
dismiised ; 41 excluded ; 44 died ; and a total of 3,599. 

The church in Arlington, then newly formed, was added 
this session. There had been some revival in 3 or 4 church- 
es. To the East Hillsdale church, 10 had been added ; 
22 to the Nassau ; 7 to the Savoy ; 13 to the West Stock- 
bridge ; and 12, to Arlington. And a few to a majority of 
the churches. But it had been a year of dearth generally ; 
and the ways of Zion had mourned because few came to her 
solemn feasts. The war-clouds had over-spread the land, 
especially the northern frontiers, and the public attention 
had been much diverted from the arts of peace, and the insti- 
tutions of religion. Still God left not himself without wit- 
nesses of his power and readiness to save among the churches 
of the body, and a goodly number, under all the circumstan- 
ce, were brought forward into visible fellowship as the result 
of faithful pastoral labor. The missionary work had been 
carried on and some months labor were reported as having 
Veen performed. Of funds $124,63, had been collected dur- 
ing the year, and at this anniversary. 

A vote of the association, passed at the session of 1813, in 
regard to the standing of Aharon Haynes, as a minister of the 
gospel in the fellowship of this body, was rescinded as being 
unconstitutional. A sermon was preached 'on Thursday 
morning by Elder Joseph Elliot, of the Leyden association, 
from CoL 5 : 2. The circular and corresponding letter was 
by Elder Warren, and may be ealled '' Thoughts for the 
times;" and it was quite appropriate for those years of 
bloodshed and spiritual decay. The following extract will 
show what cause for humiliation and prayer, was exhibited 
to the churches and corresponding associations : viz : 

** The Boene is now changed, as it respects our ooce highly favored 
eountry I While there is bat little or no mitigation of the horrors 
which have attended the European nations, the cup of wrath has pass- 
ed the Atlantic. War is waving her bloody banner over mir land, 
while many of our brothers and sons are numbered to the sword ; and 
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the peitilenee, which walketh in darkness, has, within the two last years 
made an extensive desolation among persons of both sexes and all 
ages; particularly ministers of our order. Elders Furman, Osbo&it 
Whipple, A. PuufER, BaEwsrsa, Harrts, Oroott, King, LEDorr, W. 
Rathbonb, Francis, Atwsll, Winchell, and Waterman, have within 
twenty months past, fallen asleep as we trust in Jesus. On the sixth 
of last March, our much esteemed brother, Elder Oaleb Blood, who 
was many years (about 20) connected with this association, finished 
his course ; and it may be truly said, he kept the faith ; and althougli 
his loss is lamented by thousands, yet we have reason to believe he in 
gone to be with Christ, which is far better than to remain in tina 
world of tribulation and adversity. 

** We have been visited with the judgments of war and pestilence, 
with which Gx>d was pleased in ancient times to chastise sinful and idol- 
atrous nations ; and it may be truly said as it was of Israel, yet have ye 
>to/ returned unto me, eaith the Lord, Instead of repenting and return- 
ing unto the Lord, the inhabitants in general, appear to be left to 
hardness of heart, and to have their minds so blinded, as not suitably 
to view the operations of the Divine hand. It ought never to be for - 
gotten, that while we have formerly enjoyed temporal blessings to the 
full, God was pleased to pour out his spirit in many places, like show- 
ers, on the mown grass : and the Saints have been made to eit together, in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, But at present there is a melancholy 
reverse, in most of our churches. The spirit of the world, and a zeal 
to promote worldly policy ^ have in a great measure taken place, instead 
of the spirit of religion, and a seal to promote the all-glorious kingdom 
of Jesus ; and while ** the whole world lieth in wickedness," the love 
of many christains has waxen cold. 

** It is not our business, as messengers of the churches, or miniilen 
of the gospel, to enquire into the political causes, which involved our 
nation in a war ; but it is our duty, as creatures accountable to Gk>d, 
and christians who hope for eternal life, and watchmen placed on 
Zion's waUs, to search /or and find out the moral causes^ which haye 
procured the divine displeasure, and brought upon us the just judg- 
ments of a righteous God for such evils could not have fSsllen on the 
nation, if the Lord had not sent them. Some of the sins of Sodom 
were prid^, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness. While we 
have enjoyed fullness of hresA, pride and abundance of utiekedness, has 
overspread our land. With an increase of wealth, eovetousness, ex- 
tprtion and luxury have increased ; and that sin otall sins, iNORATrruDt 

7* 
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has risea to a high degree, and provoked a benevoleDt God, in a email 
measure, to laj righteousness to the line, and judgment to the plum- 
met. 

** There it also a spirit of discord between neighbor and neighbor ; 
and brother is at enmity against brother ; so that social order is in a 
great measure, interrupted and \he spirit of jealousy cruel <u the 
grave, has taken the place of the spirit of beneyolence and good will 
in society. These are some of the enormities and crying sins of the 
land ; not to mention the great prevalence of infidelity, lying, deception, 
hypocrisy, profaneness, drunkenness, and a general disregard of religion, 
among very many of the inhatntants, of this land of light and liberty, 
and (till of late) a land of peace. This representation, dismal and 
dreadful as it is, we do not think an exaggeration. If not, we are in 
more danger, from ourselves and our sins, than we are from all other 
enemies on earth. How far those who profess the religion of Jesus, ar^ 
implicated, we do not pretend to say : but should any of the professed 
subjects of the Prince of Peace, instead of crying fervently to the God 
of all grace, to revive his work, and reform the nations, and avert his 
'mpendiog judgments ; we say, instead of this, should they arm their 
tongues with invectives against their neighbors, fellow-citizens and 
brethren, and suffer their hearts to bum with malicious resent- 
ment against others, who differ from them in opinion and judgment; 
they would act more like sons of Balial, than children of the living 
God. Such conduct is contrary to the holy^ commandment, to love 
those who hate us, and pray for those who despitefully use and per- 
secute us. 

" Brethren, let us enquire what God requires of us, in times of 
mej^ general calamity. If we are ministers, he calls us to be peace 
makers^ and not disturbers of the peace. If we are ministers of the 
gospel, he calls us to be watchmen, and to give the trumpet a distinct 
sound. Ministers of God ought to plead for the rights of God's moral 
government, and the gracious government of the Redeemer. If we 
are redeemed from the earth and divinely enlightened, we ought to 
be the light of the world, and the salt of the earth. As we are citizens 
of th^ world, we ought to pray for the downfall of mystical Babylon ; 
that Pagan darkness may be dispelled, Mohometan imposture have an 
end, the rage of the mad nations be restrained, the days of tribulation 
be shortened, and the nations be illuminated from the rising to the 
setting sun. As citizens of the United States, pray for the peace and 
prosperity of the nation, and act a rational and candid part, in promo- 
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ting its wel^Eire ; for in the peace of our countrj we maj eDJoy pea<)e. 
As ddzens of Zion, praj for the peace of Jerusalem, for they shall 
prosper that love her ; especially that an all-gradons God will ponr 
out his spirit^ build up Zion, and appear in his glory/' 

The decease of another minister of the association was this 
year rung upon the ears of the church in the following 
notice. '' We announce to the churches, the death of the 
truly pious pastor of the Baptist church in Pittsfield, Elder 
John Francis. His highest encomiums are, an ardent 
thirst for the welfare of souls, a pious ffrief for all sin, and 
an unblemished character. Be ye followers of them, who 
through/aith and patience inherit the promises" The death 
of Elder Blood is also noticed at length in a printed letter 
from his daughter to a minister of the body, but we have 
not room for its insertion here.* 

1815 

The Thirty-fiflh Session was held at the Newtown meet- 
ing house, of the Clifton Park church on the 7th and 8th 
days of June. Elder Isaac Webb preached the introducto- 
ry sermon from Prov. 18 ; 10. *< The Name of the Lord is 
a strong tower ; the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." 
Elder Obed Warren was chosen Moderator \ and Elder 
Eli Ball, clerk. There was 35 churches ; 23 ministers (and 
2 unordained, /. Eeach and Nath*l Otis) reported in the 
body. The following statistics appear also, 98 added ; 88 
dismissed; 41 excluded; 27 died, and 3,511 in all the 
churches.^ The Albany church, added 8, Berlin, 7 ; Clifton 
Park, 17 ; Nassau, 11 ; and Troy, 12 ; which were the 
largest accessions to individual churches. The Missionary 
work had been prosecuted with more zeal and liberality, 
and 9151,69 were brought in to its funds, at this session. 
Returns of missionary labor were received from Elders Cor- 
nell and Ripley, appointed the last year ; and from Elders, 
St. John and Andrews, appointed in 1813, but who made 
no report last year. Elder S. Olmsted was also commis- 
sioned for a three months tour into Canada. At this Ses- 
sion the claims of Foreign Missions upon the action of this 
Body, seem to have been first presented to them, as intima- 
ted in the following record on page 9 of minutes. 

*8ee Biographical notice in the appendix. 
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" Bj a vote of the missionary Board of Trust, the church- 
es composing the Shaflsbury Association, are informed, that 
a letter was sent to the Association, bj the Rev. Mr. Rics 
(agent of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions for the Uni- 
ted States) accompanying 39 copies of the reportof the Board 
in Philadelphia, but the contents of the letter was disclosed 
too late for the association to act upon it. The object of the 
communication appears to have been designed, to excite 
the attention of the churches to the vast importance of estab- 
lishing a society in the Association, for the purpose of aid- 
ing, with others, in foreign missions. The churches are hereby 
requested to peruse the report referred to above, which have 
been distributed in most of the churches, and in that way 
which shall be thought best, be proposed to aid in this lauda- 
ble institution, against next session.** 

The cases of Aaron Haynes, and the 2nd church in Che- 
shire, occupied the attention of the body somewhat during 
this session. Of the particulars of these cases, we are not 
informed ; but the following action is recorded, as the result 
of the deliberations of a large committee of 15 ministers and 
3 other brethren, to whom these matters were referred. 
[See pages 6, and 7 of Minutes.] 

<< Received and adopted the following reports of the com- 
mittee appointed to attend to some business, relative to Mr. 
Aaron Haynes, and the 2nd church in Cheshire, (mentioned 
in our 7th article,) viz ; — I^rst, relative to Mr. Haynes. 

^Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
letter be addressed, by the Association to the Church of 
Stamford, stating that satisfactory evidence has been received 
that Mr. Aaron Haynes is regularly out of fellowship ; con- 
sequently consider it improper that said church should retain 
him as their minister or member ; and further, that should 
said church continue him as such, under these circumstances, 
it will be an occasion of difficulty.' < With reference to the 
2d church in Cheshire, this committee recommend that a 
faithful and affectionate letter be written to said church, and 
a committee of three be appointed to draft said letter." 

The following notice was inserted in the minutes, from the 
minutes of the Rensselaerville Association. '^We would by 
these, warn our churches against the imposition of a man 
travelling under the profession of a minister of the gospel, of 
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the Baptist denomination, by the name of Joseph Smith 
He is a person of middle stature, and size, dark complexion, 
black hair and eyes, — ^harsh and stammering voice, — says 
his native place is Barnstable on Gape Cod. When detected 
appears very passionate ; has two wives ; is travelling now 
in the Eastern(States. We request our sister Associations 
to notice him in their minutes." Thus, we see, our fathers 
could not hear those that were evil. 

The circular and corresponding letter was by Elder Eli 
Ball, on the "Causes of the differences among our churches, 
in doctrine, discipline and worship ;" — which arises from 
want of Bible knowledge or a correct understanding of the 
Bible on these subjects. Sermons were preached during 
this session by Elders Elijah Herrick, of the Rensselaerville 
Association 'from Isa, 63 : 1 , Asahel Morse of the Hart- 
ford Association, Conn., from 1 Peter 2 ; 4 ; and by Elder 
Elon Galusha, of Shaftsbury, 4th church, from 2 Cor. 5 ; 
20. This latter brother, a son of Governor Galusha of 
Vermont, had just been invested with the robes of the min- 
isterial office, to which he most solemnly dedicated himself 
on the day of his ordination, as stated in the following notice 
of it.* 

How well this expectation has now been fulfilled in a 
ministry of nearly 40 years, the history of several churches 
in Western N. Y., to which he has ministered, and the flour- 
ishing condition of our educational interests as a denomina- 
tion, which he ever labored to promote, might testify. But 
he still lives, and we forbear. 

1816. 

The Thirty-sixth Anniversary of this Body was held at 
Sandisfield, Mass., with Elder Jesse HartwelFs people, this 

♦" Ordained at Shaftsbury, Vt, on the 15th of June last, Bev. Elon Galusha 
(son of the Hon. Jonas Galusba,) to the work of the gospel ministry. The sermon 
was delivered by Elder Edwabb Babbkb, fl*om 2 Tim. 4: 2;—" Preach the word." 
Elder Calvin Ohambbblain, (of Manchester, Vt,) offered the consecrating prayer: 
Elder Obbd WABBENgave the charge:— and Elder Isalih Mattibon gave the hand 
of fellowship. The sermon It is said, was excellent, and indeed, that the whole of 
the serviees were solemn and animating beyond former example. 

** It la mentioned, that at the commencement of the service. Brother Galusha, in 
the presence of a vast assembly, " most solemnly dedicated himself to God in the 
worK of the gospel ministry." This proceedure In a youth of such unassuming 
modesty and talents as Mr. Galusha, futhongh somewhat novel, must haYe been 
peculiarly interesting and impressive. We would most devoutly hope, that the 
high expectations wni<)h have been excited by the solemn transactions of this day 
may be tailj realized in the eminent useftilness of this young minister/^ Bee the 
MaiS. BiqiK Missionary ICagaxine, Vol. 4, Page 96, June, 1814. 
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year, June 5th and 6th, for the j^r«^ and oolj time it ever 
assembled in that place, being at the extreme south east 
limit of its territory. But it was very well attended, more 
than sixty delegates from all the churches, being present, of 
whom 11 were ministering brethren, beside risiting dele- 
gates from corresponding bodies ; some 8 or 10 more minis- 
ters — making a large gathering in that mountain locality. 

The opening sermon was preached by Elder I. Mattison 
from 1 Oor. 15 : 58. " Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be 
ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as ye know your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord." Both Elders Way land and Lahatt who had been 
appointed to preach, were absent, and the lot was thus de- 
volved on one who had performed this duty in his own order, 
only four years before. Elder Webb was chosen Modera- 
tOTf and Elder Ball, Clerk, This session was rendered in- 
teresting by the account of several revivals among the 
churches, afler years of comparative dearth. There had 
been added to the Albany church, during the year, 27 ; to 
the Clifton Park, 18 ; to the Stephentown, 8 ; to the Savoy, 
18 ; to the Troy, 71 ; and to Sandisfield, 29 ; also to Scho- 
dack, 9. The whole number of churches in the minutes of 
this year is 35. Of ministers, 23 ordained, and 2 licenti- 
ates. Added to all the churches, 226 ; dismissed, 59 ; ex- 
cluded, 38 ; died, 39 ; and a total of 3,573 members. The 
greatest revival of the year was in the Baptist church in 
Troy, under the care of Elder Wayland. An account of 
this work from his pen, is here subjoined, in a letter to Dr. 
Baldwin, Editor of the Mass. Baptist Miss. Magazine, '^ da- 
ted Troy, N. Y., May 25, 1816. 
" DsAR Brother, 

** If my recollection now serves me, it was some time in Januarj 
last, that I called on a Br. T/s family on a parochial visit, and soon 
after sister T. informed me that her daughter Phebe, whu is about 8 
years of age, had some good news to tell me, relative to the work of 
grace begun in her soul. On request she proceeded to relate her 
past and present exercises of mind ; and truly they were astonishing 
and very satisfactory. Shortly after this, the next oldest daughter 
of 11 years of age, was brought to obtain a good hope through grace. 
Immediately after, the sister next oldest^ was brought to taste that 
the Zford waa gracious. About this time also, a young girl, who lived 
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in the family, obtained a hope. All f<mr appeared truly happy in 
the Lord ; and prayer and praise became their employment and de- 
light. I scarce ever saw a more happy family. The youngest was 
led into a very deep and affecting sense of sin. Her expressions of 
regret, for the magnitude and number of her sins, were the means of 
bringing a number to a serious stand. "VHij" said she, **IhaTe 
been a sinner against a good God, for eight long years. Many were 
led to consider what great sinners they must have been, when a child 
of 8 years, thus expressed herself. 

** These circumstances were soon known, and seemed to produce a 
general seriousness and attention, throughout the city. Our weekly 
prayer meeting had hitherto been held in a small school room, and 
but thinly attended. The school room immediately became crowded, 
and insufficient to hold the number that attended. It was found 
necessary to remove it to the meeting house. The effects of this at- 
tention, became daily more risible. Numbers were led to lament 
over their sins, and, as we would fondly hope, repent after a godly 
sort. The cry ** What shall I do to be saved ?" and still more joyful 
exclamation, " Come hither, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell 
you what he hath done for my soul," was daily heard from new-bom 
Bouls. The attention to the word was solemn and pleasing. The 
people appeared to hear as for eternity ; and the number of cases 
of conviction and conyersion daily increased. 

"On the first Lord's day in April, brother Maclay from New York, 
assisted me in baptizing thirty-nine persons ; and on the first Lord's 
Day of this month, I baptized 15 more, among Ihem an old gentle- 
man aged 74. I need scarcely mention, that, like Samaria of the old, 
when the Lord was pleased to work, " there was great joy in this city.** 
Believers were made to rejoice, and infidelity, in a great measure, 
constrained to stop her mouth. 

** I might have mentioned, that, in the winter before the reforma- 
tion began, there was a more than usual seriousness on the minds of 
the people. By persons of fashion, it was styled an unusually dull 
winter. Balls, parties, <&c., were more rare, and more thinly attend- 
ed than formerly. The same thing is mentioned in President Ed- 
wards' narrative of the reformation in New England."* God has been 
pleased to restrain the passions so that there has been but little op- 
position, and less persecution than might have been expected. The 
work in this place has been attended by none of those surprising in- 

* Bee Presi Edwirds* narrative of sarprtefog oonvenions ; pa^w tO^tl.ConRvuBk. 
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terpositions of providence, which, elsewhere have been noticed. To 
US, as to the prophet of old, the Lord appeared, neither in the whirl- 
wind, earthquake, nor fire ; but in the 8till agnail voice. The Lord, 
CLB usitcU, has not confined himself solely to the ministry of the word 
in dispensing his blessings ; but, like a soyereign, has made use of all 
the various means of his own appointment. Li this case, as in every 
other, he has wrought in such a manner, as to secure all the honor to 
himself. 

" The present pastor, Mr. Somers, (a young gentleman from Dr. 
Stoughton's school,) who lately arrived, immediately commenced his 
pastoral functions. I am not therefore, so well qualified to give an 
account of the progress of the work, since that time. If I am cor- 
rectly informed, it is considered, as rather on the decline. The Lord, 
however, is able to revive and continue it. 

" It is my happiness to inform- you, that other denominations have 
shared largely in the outpouring of the spirit. The Presbyterians re- 
ceived at their last communion, nearly 100. And the Methodists 
about the same number. With the state of the Episcopal church, I 
am not sufficiently informed, to give information. The Lord has vis- 
ted the Baptist church at Greenwich, a few miles from us, with a re- 
markable outpouring of his Spirit.* In Lansingburgh, I am informed 
there has been of late, a very considerable attention to the word. In 
Greenbush, the Dutch Reformed church, under the Rev. Mr. Wester- 
velt, has experienced a very refreshing showei: of Divine Grace. In 
the factory^ about two and a half miles from our city, numbers have 
been lately called out of darkness, Into God*s most marvellous light 
Among the number, hopefully converted, as above stated, the youth 
have shared largely. Thus it appears, that the Lord hca done, and 
is Hill doing great things for Zion. that it might excite in my 
heart, more gratitude and praise. 

" Your's in gospel bonds, Francis Watland." 

Thus did God visit his people with mercy, in the city of 
Troy, and other places, during the years 1816 and 1817, as 
the returns- of another year will show. So great was the 
enlargement of this church by this revival of religion, that 
it increased from 62 members reported in June, 1815, until 

*Thls was Elder Barber's oburch, to which 228 were added by Baptism, In the 
course of six mon^s, from Jan. to July, 1816. An account of this great work from 
Elder Barber's pen, is printed in the Mbsb. Bap. Miss. Mag., vol !▼., pages 856-^ 
[See also Appendix. Sketch of Elder Barber.] 
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it was permitted to report a total of 230, to the Hudson 
Biver Association, in August, 1817; being an enlargement 
of 138 in two years, of whom about 130 had been added by 
Baptism. Truly, the Lord did great things for his people 
there, in those days, whereof the present generation may 
well be glad ; as well as for the many tokens of his favor to 
them since. And as the Albany church was dismissed this 
session, it may be well to say they went away with a total 
of 90, of whom 27 had been recently added to the church. 

The missionary funds in the Association increased to a 
very handsome sum, as the following record shows. " The 
Trustees of the Northern New York Baptist Missionary 
Society respectfully present their annual report : At the 
meeting of the Board this session, there was remaining in the 
Treasury $100,64. Received from districts, churches and in- 
dividuals $156,58 ; making an aggregate of $257,22 now in 
the treasury. In addition to the appointment made last year, 
by the Board, the sub-committee, viz : Brethren Wayland, 
Ball and Hinman, appointed Br. Peter Brown, to accom- 
pany Elder Olmstead on his tour to Canada, and assist 
him in any way that duty might call ; for which they al- 
lowed him Ten dollars. Returns were received from Br, 
Olmstead. The encouragement with which he met in Can- 
ada, and the success attending his labors, fully convince your 
committee of the utility of missionary labors, and stimulate 
them to further exertions. In order to dispose of the 
money, which a liberal public has put into the treasury, 
your committee have appointed a sub-committee of the fol- 
lowing, viz : Brethren Lahatt, Watland, Ball, Covell, 
and Hinman, to make such appointments as they, in their 
judgment shall think best. 

^^ By order of the Oommitteey 

Eli Ball, Oierk." 

There was preaching in the morning of Thursday by the 
venerable Elder Hull, from Beut. 83 : 29. *^ Happy art thou, 
O Israel; whe is like unto thee, people saved by the Lord, 
Sfc,^' The difficulties with the 2d church in Cheshire, were 
dropped for the present. Three churches, by their request, 
were dismissed at this session ; the 1st Shaftsbury, and the 
churches in Troy and Albany; which last two, joined the 



150 SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION. [1817 

.- « ■ ■■' — I— -.,11 . Ml I. 

Hudson River Association ; and the former remained unas- 
sociated till 1819, when it again returned to the body. The 
Circxdar and Corresponding Letter of this year was by Eld- 
er E. F. Willey of North Adams, and is a very good pro- 
duction, " On the more hopeful aspect of the times." But 
we must not allow ourselves to make extracts even, from 
this excellent letter. 

This session was marked with a spirit of union and har- 
mony among the churches, as stated in the circular ; and 
from it the brethren returned to their several homes and 
churches, refreshed and strengthened for the toils of anoth- 
er years's service in the vineyard of the Lord ; and which 
proved a time of ingathering in many of the churches. 

1817. 

The Thirty-seventh Anniversary was held at Stephen^ 
town, with Elder Julius Beeman's church; once the 2d 
church, under Elder Robert Nile's care. The opening dis- 
course on Wednesday at 10 A. M., June 4th, was preached 
by Elder Silas Spalding, from 2 Thess. 2: 10. "Because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved." Elder Abijah Peck, was Moderator ; and Elder 
E. F. Willey, of Lansingburgh, was Clerk at this session. 

The churches had been favored with accessions, many of 
them, to their numbers : and some had received large show- 
ers of grace, upon their thirsty Zion hills. 'In two several 
tracts of country, each embracing a number of churches, an 
extensive work had prevailed, that added hundreds to the 
Lord and his people. One of these tracts embraced the 
territory of the 2d and 3d Canaan, the 1st and 2d Hillsdale, 
and the Egremont churches ; lying in towns adjacent to 
each other in a continuous line of 15 to 20 miles; from the 
south east to the north west. In these churches the acces- 
sions were as follows : To the 2d Canaan, Elder Nathaniel 
Otis, 39 were added; 3d Canaan, Elder Henry Palmer, 16; 
East Hillsdale, Elder Abel Brown, 66 ; West Hillsdale, no 
Pastor, 14 ; while to the Egremont church, under the 
Pastoral care of Elder Daniel Sherwood, the uncommon 
number of 109 were added in a single year; making 244 
added to these Jive churches alone, in one general spreading 
word of grace. It was a time of great joy among God's 
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people in these churches, none of which had been large ; but 
through the favor of God, each were much strengthened ia 
numbers, gifts and graces. The other tract of country, allu- 
ded to, embraced the three towns of Schodack, Nassau and 
Stcphentown, extending east from the Hudson River to the 
line of the State, some 15 or 20 miles also. In Schodack^ 
under Elder S. Olmstead, of long standing there, 21 had 
been added to the Baptist church : in Nassau, without a 
Pastor, {Erastus Doty and John Harris, being licentiates 
among them) 27 had been gathered to the visible church ; 
while in Stephentown, under Elder Julius Beeman, and 
Elnathan Sweet, a licentiate, 118 trophies of victorious grace 
bad been brought into the camp of Jesus, and professed 
their allegiance to him, as their lawful sovereign and king. 
This was a ^reat work, and the largest by far, of any acces- 
sion to that church since its organization ; raising its number 
to 193. To these three churches, 165 had been added in 
one year. Besides, there had been added to the Cambridge 
or White Greek church, as it then began to be called ; under 
the care of their new Pastor, Elder Daniel Tinkham, 27 ; 
to Clifton Park, Elders A. Peck, and Wm. Groom, 19 ; to 
Lansingburgh, Elder E. F. Willey, 11 ; and to 4th Shafts- 
hury and West Stockbridge churches, 7 each. 

The statistics of the body as reported in the minutes, 
were ; of churches, 32 ; ordained ministers, 21 ; unordained, 
3 ; added, 510; dismissed, 61 ; excluded, 34; died 29 ; with 
a total of 3,563 members in fellowship. The 2d church in 
Cheshire, at the request of its messengers, was dropped from 
the Association this year. And the following entry upon 
page 7th of the minutes, may deserve a record here, as an 
explana'ion of the above request, because its object was then 
a member of that church, or was held in general fellowship 
among them ; though a minority that held an influence in the 
Association, had been the active occasion of the troubles 
about the 2d Cheshire church, for several years. The entry 
referred to, is as follows : ^^Item 17. A certain schedule 
of articles of belief, dated at Cheshire, August 22d, 1811, 
signed John Leland, being presented by the messengers of 
the Leyden Association, who desired to know if we held in 
our fellowship, a public cTiaracter, or church, that embraced 
such sentiments : Voted, unanimously, that this Association 
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hold fellowship with no man or church, embracing or coun- 
tenancing such sentiments as contained in the paper then 
presented." 

What said paper was, and how it was originated, is given 
in Elder Leiand's works, Pages 59, and 60, the substance 
of which, is as follows. In the settlement of Elder Covell 
in 1806, in Cheshire, some difficulties had been originated 
by the hasty action of the committee who engaged him, that 
lasted for a whole generation, or till 1834, when by the 
careful management of Elder Leland the breach was healed, 
and a peace secured on permanent grounds so that the par- 
ties from two riyal churches of some years standing were 
blended into one church again. But during the progress of 
these trials the war waxed so hot among the partisans, that, 
as the Editress of Leland's Works expresses it. 

"Both church and society seemed to regret, seriously, the 
hurrying spirit that had set them at variance. Not so with 
a few leaders of the opposite party. <' Recantation or ex- 
communication." were their terms ; and strange as it may 
seem, acquainted as they were with Elder Leland, they ap- 
plied to him for help to carry out their plans. Owing no 
ill will to either party, his answer was such as might have 
been anticipated. He thought, a little forbearance, on their 
part, might have saved all the trouble ; and hinted, that, by 
some recantation from them, the church might still be kept 
together. Disappointed in their favorite plans, smarting 
under the loss of property, their fond hopes in the grave, 
they were not a little chagrined at receiving a slight rebuke 
where they expected much assistance. They did not how- 
ever, proceed immediately to extremities ; but after con- 
versing with members of the Shaftsbury Association, un- 
friendly in their views t« Elder Leland, (of whom mention 
has already been made,) they determined to apply to him, 
as friends, and, pretending ignorauce on the subject, to draw 
from him an expression of his views respecting church dis- 
cipline, communion, &c. He freely made a statement, and 
at their request, committed it to writing. This paper has 
long been before the religious world, but as there may be 
many, who have never seen it, and who have but vague and 
indefinite, if not incorrect ideas of what Elder Leland's 
views were ; a copy of it is here subjoined, taken from the 
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original on file."* Such is the history of its origin in the 
words of the Editress of his Works, his own grand-daughter, 
Miss Greene. And as an explanation of the difficulties in 
the Association for a nnmher of years, about the Cheshire 
Church, we have thought it worth while to here insert, her 
account of the matter ; and copy the before-mentioned arti- 
cles of belief, as follows : 

" 1. I have no doubt about the necessity of internal religion, nor of 
tbe great advantage of social worship, to preach, pray, and praise. 

" 2. Some doubts have ever been in my mind, whether the ad van 
tage of what is called church order, more than compensates for the 
disadvantages. It is uppermost, in my mind, however, that good 
ohurch order is scriptural 

"8. I lodge no complaint against communing with bread and wine 
but for myself, from more than thirty years experiment, I have had 
no evidence that the bread and wine, ever assisted my faith to discern 
the Lard's body. I have never felt guilty, for not communing, but 
often for doing it. I have known no Instance that God evidently 
blessed the ordinance for the conversion of sinners, which often at- 
tends preaching, praying, singing, and baptising. 

** i. Putting all together, the best conclusion that I can form, is, 
that church labor, and breaking bread, is what the Lord does not place 
on me, any more than he did baptising on Paul. 

" 5. If the church can bear with me, while I possess these feelingsi 
and let me do what I have faith and confidence in, (which will be but 
a little while, for there is nothing left but a stump,) I shall be glad. 
Whenever I think I can do good, or get good, I will attend church 
meeting, and whenever, the doubts of my mind are removed I will 
commune. 

" 6. If the church cannot bear thus with me, I wish them to give 
me a letter of dismission, such a letter as they can. 

" 7. If such a letter cannot be given, consistently with the order 
and dignity of the church, I suppose excommunication must follow 
of course. 

^'Oheshulk, August 22, 1811, John Lkland.** 

** P, 8. This is a compendium of what I stated last church meeting 
and is here written on your request. Let no man follow me where 
I do not follow Christ. J- L. 

How much harm is sometimes done, by the eccentricities 
and errors of great and good men, unwittingly perhaps by 

*Bm Lalsnd's WoAb, Pages 59, 99, 
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them also I ' As historians we hare given these facts, be- 
cause the doings of the Association were influenced bj them 
several years, and these facts give a clue to the right under- 
standing of that action. Whether in every respect, the 
Association acted wisely in their efforts to promote peace 
among the Cheshire Brethren, and preserve their connection 
with the Body, may admit of a doubt. Bat that the senti- 
ments of Elder Leland, as embodied in the schedule of Aug. 
22, 1811, are not according to sound Scripture doctrine, we 
think no Baptist of this day, has the least doubt. Thej 
virtually nullify the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, by the 
authority of his feelings, as much as the Quakers do, both 
the ordinances of Christ's house, by their conscientious scru- 
pies of all external ordinances, save a broad hat, and a drab 
coat. And so of church order, he says, "whenever I think 
I can do good, or get good, I will attend church meeting." 
Let but a cold hearted, or captious member of the church 
have the example of such a man for his excuse ; and a 
church would labor in vain, to recover to neglected duty, 
that member, however widely departed from the footsteps 
of Christ's flock. There would be an end of all church 
order ; and discipline in God's house would be a misnomer. 
It may be true that we are each to attend church meeting, 
and do other duties, as we think we can do good, or get good, 
or not ; but it is equally true of the church, that they naay not 
retain such members in their connexion and fellowship. 
While we esteem the talent and usefulness of the departed 
Leland, we trust, according to all its worth in his day ; we 
are among those that have occasion, from personal observa- 
tion upon the field of that usefulness, at least in Berkshire 
Co , Mass., to lament the blighting effects of some of his pe- 
culiar sentiments and practices. But the churches of that re- 
gion are fast out-growing the influence of those peculiarities, 
and becoming strong and efficient auxiliaries in the spread of 
Gospel truth and ordinances, at home and abroad. The 2d 
Cheshire church, however, has never again belonged to any 
Association, we believe. ^ 

The missionary concerns of the Body are exhibited for 
the year, in the brief report that follows : 

" The society have employed, during the last year, the 
Rev« Charles Lahatt and Joseph Comelly as their Mission- 
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aries, whose returns are highly gratifying to the society. 
It appears that Qod was with them. Many were made to 
hear the word, who had never before heard the gospel ; and 
some, we trust, are brought to the saving knowledge of 
Jesus our Saviour. Twenty-one were baptised. We ear- 
nestly solicit your aid in this glorious work. Paid into the 
treasury at this anniversary [from several churches and so- 
cieties,] $68.79.* 

Elijah F. Willey, Secretary J^ 

The cause of Foreign Missions also, was taking a deeper 
hold of the hearts of the Brethren, as the following votes 
testify : 

** 19. Mesolvedy that we recommend to the churches in 
this association, to take as many of the Baptist Missionary 
Magazine, as may be convenient." 

" 20. Having received a communication from the Bap- 
tist Board of Foreign Missions, by Elder John M. Peck : 
Voted, that we cordially approve of the Missionary spirit 
manifested by the Board and their agents." 

"21. Voted^ That we open a correspondence with the 
Board of Foreign Missions, at Philadelphia ; an^ that Elder 
Willey be standing Secretary of correspondence for this as- 
sociation." 

The question having been raised in the association, for its 
opinion on the subject of re-ordaining a minister over a 
new pastoral charge, the following expression is recorded : 
** Votedy it is the opinion of this association, that a person 
needs no new ordination, or installation, in order to become 
a stated minister in any church of our denomination, who 
has once been ordained according to the Gospel, in any one 
church of the same." 

The Circular and Corresponding Letters for this year, 
were from the pen of Elder E. F. Willey, " On the duty of 
encouraging young men in their preparatory studies for the 
ministry, and of supporting pastors, so they may devote 
themselves wholly to their work." 

The following table of the corresponding associations may 
be of interest, and we insert it, to show the strength of the 
several b#dies at that date, in the number of churches and 
members : 

* Elder Chasw G. Somen pnaehed a miasioiiary sermon from 1 Cor. 1; 81^ and » 
c(dl«etion of $87.M was taken Ibr tb« Bjpread of tlie Qof^V 
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Tkua was thii body in correspondence at this time, with 
more than 360 churches of our faith atid order, embracing 
in the 16 associations, a membership of more than 31,000 ; 
and to sereral of these associations the Shaftsbury had con- 
tributed a large number of her valuable churches and pas- 
tors, and members also ; and- upon all of them, but the Phil- 
adelphia and Warren, she might look as her jounger sisters 
in tliB groning Baptist family in the land. But nhat had 
been her loss, she rejoiced to see their gain, as the cause it 
one in the whole land, and indeed throughout the world. 
1818. 

The Thirty-eighth Session was held at Shaflsbury, with 
the 4th or centre church, on Wednesday and Thursday, June 
3rd and 4th, as appointed, and the opening sermon was 
preached by Elder E, F. Willey. Elder Jos. Cornell, 
a visiting minister and messenger from Galway 2d church, 
Saratoga county, was chosen Modtralor ; and Eluer Wil- 
LET, cUrk. One church, the Talbot Street, in Upper Cana* 
da, was reeeived this session, having only 19 members.* 

* Tb« lit OkHUn cbimb, bj tfaelr nqneat wai dropped from tha tiiUiD(«e. 



The whole association embraced 80 churches; 15 ordained 
ministers, and 8 nnordained ; 33 added bj letter; 266 foaptis*- 
«d ; 64 dismissed ; 19 exdaded ; 21 deceased ; a!nd a total of 
d,5§4. The churches most favored with additions were the 
Arlington, 18 baptised ; White Creek, 49 ; Chatham, Elder 
E. Dotj, 10 ; Clifton Park, 17 ; Clinton, U. C, 15 ; Egre- 
mont, JS. D^ Ifnbbdl, a lk^entifl^ 21 baptised ; E. Hills 
dale, 10 ; Hoosick^ no pastor, 16; Nassau^ Elder John Har> 
ris, 28 ; 1 Sandisfield, Elder Jesse Hartwell, 12 ; Schodack, 
34 ; 4 Shaftsbury, 24 ; and West Stockbridge, (no pastor,) 
12. It was a year of increase in most of the churches, and 
by letter and baptism, 81*9 were added to all the churches* 
No items of business of special interest are recorded ; but it 
was a season of interest and profit. Elder Witherell preach- 
on Wednesday, P. M., from 1 Sam. 12 : 24. " Only fear 
the Lord, and serve him in tmth with M your heart ; for 
consider how great things he hath donejbr you!* And at the 
dose on Thursday, Elder Cornell preached from Eph. 2 ; 6. 
*' And kalh raised ns up together^ and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ JesruJ' The missionary fund was 
increased to $214,16, from all the churches : and $100,00 
was appropriated to the Treasury of the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions. It was ^votedj that brethren Willey^ 
MattisoB, Otis, Wheeler and B«icklin, be a committee to ob* 
tain information on the subject of Theological Seminaries^ 
and lay before the Assodation, at the next session, such infer* 
mation, and propose such measures as may be thought best 
calculated to promote them." 

The names of the licentiates, or unordained ministers, in 
the body this year were as follows ; Hosea Wheeler, North 
Adams ; Isaac Bucklin, Arlington ; Wm, De Groff, Chat- 
ham; Elisha D, Huhbell, Egremont; Charles WUHamSf 
Nassau ; Asahel Doud^Jr, Sandisfield ; Truman Galusha^ 
4th Shaftsbury ; and Mnathan Sweety Stephentown. Thus 
was the head of the church rsusing up from among the sons 
of Zion, those who were to take her by the hand, and lead 
her into the pastures of his grace, when the Fathers should 
fail from the oversight of the churches, and find their rest 
in glory. 

' The circular and corresponding letters were both written 
by Elder N. Otis, this 'year. They were very good, brief, 

8 



158 8HAFT8BUBT ASSOCIATION. [1819 

pertinent and filled with a swe^t savor of piety that refreshes 
the soul to read them. The Jir$t is on the present state of 
the churches, and might well be called. '^ Words of caution 
to the churches.'' The latter is so brief and exoellent, we 
will insert it entire. 

« COKRESPONDINQ LETTEa 

The Sha»t8bubt AlBSooLkTioflr io the aeeoeiatiom with wJutm they eorree. 
pondt aende CharUpf wMih never faUetK 

'''J^BLdTXD Bebthilen: 

Blxssed with good tidings from yarious parts of the lH>rd'8 
ymeyard we rejoice with joj unspeakable and foil of glory. Jesus, 
the prophet of Nazareth, the King of glory, is multiplying the tro- 
phies of 'his yictorious grace ; and in the adyancement of his Kingdom 
and conquests of his loye, he is making us to share a blessed part. 
While Ood is enlarging the borders of Zioii'« t^it, we trust we are mak- 
iqg progress within, in faith, bc^ and charity, and ^yecy grace. Yes, 
we trust shortly to meet all the redeemed beyend the Jordan of d^th 
in that new hoayea and neW earth, -whtoroii dwelleth righteousness. 

** BsSiHilxir, we rejoioe hi our holy oorrespoiideoce, and desire that 
It may continue, trtisting that our mtercouriBe will be nenrier, dearer 
sweater and more glorious, in the Kingdom of our Heayenly Father. 
The waste places of our Zion, are filliug up ; union and strength are 
increasing; and our seal in the missioDary cause, is becoming more 
and more effectual Ibiy this spirit penrade the religious world, until 
ttm angel of thie ministry shall gather together the elect fVom eyery 
kindred, language and people, under the whole heayens. May we 
continue stcfadfast in the fkith, in due preparation and watching for 
th<d appearing of the King in Zion. 

**Our meeting has been one of the most pleasant, ey^r e3[perienced, 
for the Lord was there. 

« JOSEPH CORNELL, Moderator r 

••BLUAHt". WILLET, Clerkr 

1819. 

The lliirty-ninth Session of the association was held at 
PittstowHy ilune 2d and 8d, as appointed, and Elder George 

gOBiNsoN ef Pownal, preached the opening discourse from 
eb. 2 ; 3* << How shall we escape; if we neglect so great 
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salTation F" Elder Francis Watland was chosen Mod- 
erator^ though not a pastor in the body, and E. F. Willet^ 
Okrk ; and Elder Wm. Groom, jr, wsUtant clerk. 

There were 26 chnrches reported in the minutes this 
year, with 15 ministers and 6 Licentiates; 189 baptised; 
28 by letter ; 40 dismissed ; 25 excluded ; SB deceased, and 
a total of 3,288. The 1st Shaftsburj church returned and 
took her place in the body this year with 85 members, un* 
der the care of Elder I. Mattison. But the Jive ckurehes 
located in Upper Canada, having formed into an association 
of their own, called &inton (htiference^ were dismissed, at 
their request, and their names and numbers do not appear 
in the minutes of this year. These churches, the Charlotte- 
Tille, Clinton, Oxford, Talbot Street and Townsend, with 
the 1st Cheshire church, dismissed last year, toc^ away some 
200 members ^in the association. 

The churches blessed with revivals, were the AdamSy 
north, having no pastor, 32 baptised : 2 Oancuzny Elder Otis, 
12; Clifton Farkf Elders Pe<^ and Groom, 59; Laming^ 
hurghj Elder Willey, 14; Nassau, Elder John Harris, 23 ; 
Sckodack, Elder Olmsted, 19; and Williamstoiim, "Elder 
Erastu^ Doty, 9 baptised. There was a considerable re- 
vival at (Mfton Parkf where 59 were baptised making them 
879 strong, the largest chureh but one (Berlin) in the Body ; 
and the most efiicient, perhaps, in those years in spreading 
the gospel around them and abroad in the world. The con- 
tribution of this church to the Missionary Funds this year 
was ^51,48 ; while from but one other church was there as 
much money reported. This was from the Shaftsbury Fe- 
male Mite society which embraced the territory of the 1st 
and 4th churches, and sent up $58,85, for this worthy ob- 
ject The Schodaek was the next most liberal church ; as 
usual it was well represented on the roll of benevolence, 
sending $27,36 for Missions. Eider Olmstead their pastor, 
seemed to have been a laborous and successful minister for 
many years, in the field of his toils, being blessed with addi- 
tions to his church nearly every year ; and for a long period 
dwelling among his own people. The total of receipts from all 
the churches, &c., this year for missionary purposes, reported 
to the association, was $261,08 ; the largest sum by more 
than $30,00 ever before imported. How much of this was 
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designated to Fortign 3Bssions, and how much to DamesHc, 
we cannot ascertain. Elder Withbrell from the Lejden 
Association, preached a Missionary sermon on Thursday 
morning from Mark 16 ; 15; and a collection of $24,02 was 
taken up. Also had a sermon from Elder Clark Ken- 
DBiGK, of the Vermont Association, on Wednesday, P. M.; 
at 4 o'clock, from Psabn 137; 5, 6. <af I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning, If I do not 
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy." 

Correspondence was opened with the Manghestbr Asso-* 
ciation recently formed on the north ; as also at the session 
of 1818 with the Union and the New London Associa- 
tions. The churches and public were warned against ^^Jokn 
Johnson^ Henry T, Smith and Samuel Clarky who were 
abroad imposing upon the people, under the character of 
Baptist ministers, but who are impostors, and men of bad 
character." 

The circular and corresponding letter was prepared by a 
committee of Elders, Kendrick, Mattison and Beach, be-* 
cause the Brother appointed, failed, and was not present. 
Its subject was '< Christian Fellowship and the means of its 
continuance.'' This anniversary is spoken of in the minutes 
as very pleasant, '< being crowned with love, peace and 
friendship. The corresponding letter says : 

" Permit us to acknowledge the reception of your messengerB and 
minates, which are interesting and consoling. iNTERESTiNa, because 
by these communications, we become acquainted with each other's 
joys and sorrows, prosperity and adversity, conflicts and victory. 
OoNsoLiNO, to hear how the holy war prospers, the powers of darkness 
receding, light and truth prevailing ; the gospel trumpet sounding, 
the royal banners of our conquering King unfurled, sinners bowing 
to the gospel sceptre, saints walking and rejoicing in the truth. This 
constitutes the subject matter of our holy joy and consolation. Breth- 
BKN, we desire a continuance of your prayers and correspondence, un- 
til we meet around the throne of God complete.** 

1820. 

The Fortieth Anniversary was held with the North 
Adams church, Mass., June 7th and 8th, ihQ Jirst and only 
time it ever met there. The introductory sermon was by 
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Elder L Mattison, from Zech, 4 : 10, " For who hath de- 
spised the daj of small things ?" Elder Abijah Peck was 
Moderator y and Elder John Lamb of West Hillsdale, 
CUrk ; iwd Brother David W. Elmore, assistant Clerk, 

There were 26 churches represented bj their Messen- 
gers, in which were reported the names of 19 ordained 
ministers, and 2 licentiates ; 173 baptized ; 34 added by 
letter ; 4 restored ; 49 dismissed ; 52 excluded ; 31 de- 
ceased, and a total of 8,377 members in all the churches. 

There had been some refreshing showers upon the thirsty 
hills of Zion, and the most favored churches were as fol- 
lows : Adams, 37 baptised, and no Pastor with them at the 
time ; Clifton Park, Elders Peck and Job Champion, 35 
baptised ; Lansinghurgh, no Pastor, 8 ; Nassau, Elder J. 
Harris, 11 ; Pittstoum, no Pastor, 21 ; 8tephentown, Elders, 
Matthew Jones and Elnathan Sweet, 14 ; WiUiamstownj 
Elder Dotj, 7 ; and West Stockbridge, no pastor, 9. A 
few were added to some other ohurches, and to a number, 
none, by baptism. The accessions to Pittstown where the 
Association met the year before, doubled their number and 
seemed to be a blessing, that followed the exercises of the 
association, to strengthen them. The chu^ch at North Adams 
had received in the course of the two years, about seventy by 
baptism, which enlarged them more than any previous work 
of girace they had enjoyed^; raising their number to 125. 
Although destitute of an under Shepherd, the Great .Shep- 
herd who laid down his life for the sheep was mindful of 
them, in their destitution, and led them into green pastures, 
and made them feed beside still waters. Of this revival 
Elder Leland says, in his auto-biography : ** In March, 
1819, a like work broke out in the north part of Adams, 
which progressed several months. The people in that place, 
had no settled minister, but were visited by ministers who 
lived around them. Of the seventy who united with the 
church, I baptised twenty'Sevevu*^ [Works, p. 34.] 

The Association was greeted this session by several let- 
ters from the Female Mite Societies for Missionary purpo- 
ses, accompanying the offerings' for so noble a purpose, 
which were reciprocated by a vote of thiEmks. The report 
' of the Missionary Committee was approved, and presented 
9142,68, as the amount of the collections during the year. 
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and at tliis anniversary. Of this $25,00 were collected aAer 
a sermon by Elder Samuel Rogers of the Saratoga Asso- 
ciation, from Mark 16 : 15, and L%^ 10 : 20. Thet mis- 
sionary fands^ it is to be supposed, were chiefly appropria- 
ted to the Foreign Missicm cause, as no account is render- 
ed from year to year, of expenditures for Domestic Mission- 
ary work. The work of this body for some 20 years, had 
aided the rise and establishment of many new and feeble 
churches in Northern and Western New York and Upper 
Canada ; and the missionary spirit of the body, found a new 
cihannel through which to pour out its streams upon a dark and 
ruined world, in the recently organized Triennial Conven- 
tion of the Baptist denomination^ in the United States, which 
was engaged in the support of Dr. Judson and his heroic 
wife upon the distant and barbarous coast of Burmah. Apd 
in this worky the charches of the Shafltsbury Association, 
have, to this day, done good service, as well as in other 
fields of Christian enterprise, cultivated by oar denomination. 

SemEions were preached during this session also by Elder 
Galvin H. Swaia of the Saratoga body, from Isa. 42^ : 21 , 
*' The Lord ia well pleased for his righteousness sake, he 
will magnify the law and make it honorable," and by El- 
der £. Sweet, from JEph. 6 : 28, << Peace be to Che Breth- 
]?en, and love with fi»th, from God the Father, aod the Lord 
Jesus Chrkit." 

The circular amd ccrfnpMdin^ letters^ were both from 
the pen and heart of the youthful Hubbbll, now for the first 
time among his brethren, as an ordained minister of the gos- 
pel, though in aAer years, while in the bedy, one of the most 
active^ as he was also of the tnQit able, in counsel and execa- 
tion, for Zicm's good, and her Redeemer's Glory. The circu- 
lar is a very interesting view of the Saviour, in the charac- 
ter of the Shepherd of his people : and had we room, it 
should have a place amcHig the records of this Book. We 
may give a brief extract that will show its spirit and tone. 

« Confide then, ye tempted suDis, in iAie wisdom of your God, 
Oast all your cares OQ him. Hope in the Lord; yon shall yet praise him, 
who is the health of your coxxBtenance and your God. He hath cho- 
sen you in Christ before the foundation of the world ; he hath washed 
you in bis blood, and purified yon unto himself, that you should be a 
btfy peo|d«^ and dwell eteraalfy hi hisf presenoe; He has M you in 
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the pastures of his grace ; his own hand has supplied all your wants 
aad will withhold do good thing from them that walk uprightly. He 
will not leave you to wander through the desert alone, but will ao> 
company and direct your steps. Will he leave you to famish f No : he 
will sustain you. Will he leave you a prey to disease and death 9 No : 
he will forgive yoiv iniq[uities, he will heal your sicknesses, and crown 
your lives with his tender mercies. Shall Satan overpower yon t 
No : the enemy shall not exact upon you ; nor the sons of wickedness 
affiict yon. Gk>d will surely watch over you, he will keep you as th^ 
apple of his eye, by his power through faith unto salvajbion. Happr 
people I "all things are yours, and ye ar^ duists's and (Huist iij 
GhxTs." Your sc^erin^ days will soon be over. Your Shepherd 
oometh quickly. Ev€n <o, cwie Loan Jisaa.*^ 

The exercises of tiiis interesting session were closed hj 
an '* offering of thanksgiving and prayer, by the ModpratoiTi 
made to the Fa,ther of our mercies, for his blessings, in {a- 
voring us with the privilege of sitting together in hefivenlj 
places in Christ Jesus, fuid banqueting our souls ujpon his 
love/' says the record of the Clerk in the minutes ojf the 
body. Oh, how delightful were those occasions to the peo- 
ple of Gk)d, and how refreshing even now to those who. caa 
recollect these gatherings of the saints in fratem^jl asocia- 
tion and worship for Two days^ when there were no State 
Convention, Bible Society, nor Home and For^i^ Missipn- 
ary Meetings, that collected our Brethren annually to 
meet and p^aj an,d labor and sing together, a|» is now the 
case. Theuy the AssaciAT]^ON, was the (grecU meeting of 
the year, that any could attend ; and all wended their w^j 
thither that could reach it ; and many rode in their ca,!^- 
riages one, two^ and sometimes three days to be present, oa 
these deeply interesting and solemn, but yet jojrful occasions, 
in our Baptist Zion. Tl^ steamboat and rail-road car, had not 
then brought the ends or the world together, as now they seem 
tQ be ; and it required the whole week, or nearly, to go 
and enjoy the season, and return home again. But th^ 
journey and privileges were equally welcome. 

1821. 

The Forty-first Anniversary was attended wiUi the churck 
in EgrenunU^ Berkshire oo., and near the soath-west oomar 
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9f the State of Massachusetts. This was the first and only 
time the Association met in that place. Elder Daniel. 
TiNKHAM, according to appointment preached the introduc- 
tory discourse from Heb. 8 : 3, '^Wherefore it is of necessity 
Ihicb this man have somewhat also to c^er.'' 

Elder Isaiah Mattison was chosen Moderator ; Elder 
John Lamb, Clerk; and Br« S. S. Mm^lji^^y; Amstant 
Clerk. Reports were received from 25 churches, whose 
statistics give 14 ministers, and 7 licentiates ; 144 baptised ; 
34 added by letter ; 4 restored; 87 dismissed ; 44 excluded; 
37 deceased ; and a total of 2y846 members in fellowship. 
Of the dismissions, 37 were from the Clifton Park church 
to form a new interest called the Burnt Hills church in the 
township of Ballston. The Canaan churches this year, by 
the organization of a new township called Austerliiz^ obtain 
different names; the Ist being called AusterUtz ; the 2d, 
Itt Canaan ; and the 3d, 2d Canaan. So the minutes tes- 
tify, and so the names and numbers show. * Of revivals, 
there were few reported this year. To the 1 Canaan 
churchy (now called) ^a ffaH a licentiate, Pastor, 14 had been 
added by baptism; 2d Canaan/ Elder Henry Palmer, 31 ; 
CHfion Park, 23 ; Nassau^ Elder J. Harris, 40 ; and Steph- 
entown, Elder Matthew Jones, 12. 

The Missionary cause received attention during this ses- 
sion in various ways. On Thursday morning Elder Morse 
of the Hartford Association preached from Rom. 6 : 23, 
**^or the wages of sin %s deaths hut the gift of Grodis eternal 
tifey through Jesus Christ our Lord^ and a missionary col- 
lection was taken up of $15,19. It was also recommended, 
^'That the churches of this Association, set apart a certain 
dme (m the first Monday of every month, to unite in prayer 
tb Almighty God, for the spread of the Gospel ; and a notice 
of the same be inserted in the minutes.'^ Thus was the 
monthly concert commended to the attention of the churches 
of this Body in behalf of the Foreign Mission Work. What 
a reasonable service this, for all Christians to show their 
interest and sympathy with our Brethren in the service 
among the heathen, and yet how little regarded, even now, 
when, in 1853, we see such tokens of the Divine Favor upon 
tlie enterprise of missions, as greet our eyes from every 
quarter of the world. The collections for this year^ amomit* 
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ed to $214,20, in promotion of the cause. And some at 
the chardies and societies had done nohfy for this good entei^ 
prise. The Shafbbory Brethren took the lead this year^ 
sending ap from the ^^ Female Mite Soeietyy^' for missioiii 
S18,7d ; and from the ^Shqftshuj Soetetf, auxiliary to tibe 
Board of Foreign Missions," $88,50, making a total of 
$102,25, from the two or three diordies in that town, <n^ 
nearly one half of all that was brought up from the whole 
body. 

The Berlin church, under Elder HulFs care, not having 
represented itself, lor three years^ was according to the Fulea 
of order, drepped from the minutes; which took away 
some 500 members, as they had been counted^ from the 
body. They were absent till 1825, when they returned^ 
and for a few years were represented in the Association* 

The Weet HiUsdale church, presented the following query, 
viz : — '^ Does the gospel require that private labor be taken 
on all occasions, for a public offence, previous to its being 
received by the church r* This was answered in the rifsgc^ 
ttve, upon a report to that effect, brought in by a committed 
raised especially for its consideration, composed of Elders 
David Pease, Abijah Peck, John Harris, Geo. Witherell an4 
Asahel Morse. It was also recommended '^to the churches 
that no travelling person be received as a minister of the 
gospel, without recommendations, not exceeding one yearns 
date. Correspondence was opened with the Madisok As?- 
sociation, in Central N. Y. and Elders Hubbell and 01m- 
stead, and Brethren Mallery and Brown were appointed 
messengers to its anniversary. A general meeting was 
appointed by their' request with the 1st Shaftsbury church, 
the last Wednesday in August. These meetings were 
purely for devotional purpoges, and for many years were 
kept up in this body. There was preaching several times 
during this session. Besides the two distources already 
mentioned, Elder Howard Malcom, a messenger from the 
Hudson River Association, preached from Ezek. 40: 4, 
and at 2 o'clock, on Thursday, P. M., it is said, *^ Elder 
Lbvi Strebter, preached to the people ready to depart^ 
He was a messenger of the Renssekerville Association. 
And of the character of this meeting it is recorded Page % 
of the minutes : '' During the present session, the &C8 ol! 
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iiatare has seemed to wear a propitious smile ; peace and 
harmony have abounded, and the hearts of manj have been 
refreshed with the glorious things that have been spoken of 
Zion, the city of Gid." 

The ctrcttfar letter, "on the divinity of Christ," was by Eld- 
er John Lamb. It is a sound document, and ably vindicates 
the doctrine of Christ, against Anamsm so rife in those days, 
ia various sections of the land. The corresponding letter 
was from the pen of Elder George Witherell of Hoosick, 
and is so pleasaat and brief an epistle of fraternal regard, 
that we insert it, as a specimen of his writing and spirit. 

"CORRESPONDING LETTER. 

** The Shaptsbust Baptist Association, To the several Associations 
with whom we eorrespondf sendeth Christian Salutation : 
* Rbspboted Fathbbs and Bbethren, 

^ With g^titude we embrace another opportunity of christian cor< 
respondence. With cordial affection haye we received your messen- 
gers and minutes, and rejoice in the consolation they afford ; happy 
to receive information of the growing empire of Emanuel, and to 
witness the aceomplishment of those glorious things, long since pre- 
dicted of the city of our God. It is rather a low time, with most of 
oar churches, though some of them have experienced a refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. 

*' Though the ways of Providence are mysterious, and clouds and 
darkness are round about him, it may afford matter of real joy to the 
people of God, that his counsel will stand, and he will do all his plea- 
sure. The prophetic yision is fast fulfilling. The stone, which smote 
the image, will fill the whole earth. And the kingdom and dominion 
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
giren to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. 

** Though a thick cloud darkens the prospect of the Birman Mission, 
let us not indulge a discouraging thought Let not this dampen our 
missionary spirit, or relax our zeal to aid with our prayers and our 
substance, in sending the w(»rd pf life to the millions perishing for 
lack of knowledge. The foundation of God standeth sure ; he is no^ 
slack concerning his promises ; the gospel must, and will be preached 
in all the world The heathen will be given to Jesus for an inherit- 
ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts, wUl perform this. 
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"Vkj ve, therefore, dear Brethren, be foimd workers blether 
-with God ; w^ting with due vubmiuion, the completioo of ths DiTin^ 
parpoaes in the Balvatioa of the choaeD. We soLcit & oautinuance itf 
joai corropoodence, and subscribe ouiselvea, 

" Tour's k K pcedouB Sdrior," 

Sam«; a. MalUry, AuUtaM. \ ^ M^msOK, Moderator.' 

W« inaeit the Blatistice of tho cburcbeB, this year, aa thc^ 
were printed in the minulea, aa before, at the close of each 
decade of ^'eara ; b; which the state of each church, ita 
meesengers and comparative strength with other churchea in 
the body may be eeen, as well as ita alrengtb compared with 
itaelf Ten years ago. 
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And now we close up the annals of this Period of Ten 
years, during which, few churches were added to the body 
but a number were dismissed to aid in forming other bodies^ 
of our denominational host The Arlingtouy 2d Canaan, (as 
now called,) Talbot Street^ U. Canada, and WiUiamstoum, 
(re-organized) churches, were added during this decade of 
years, to the body ; while the following churches were dis- 
missed, to unite, most of them, in strengthening other asso* 
ciations, viz : the Albany and JVay churches to the Hud- 
son River body in 1816 ; ArKngtony in 1818 to the Man- 
OHESTBR; Oharhttevilhy Olintony Oxford, Talbot Street^ 
and Townsend churches in 1818 and '19, to form the Clin- 
ton Conference in Canada West : and the Sd Cheshire^ 
Berlin, and 1 ShafUbury, for a few years, were dismissed, 
and united with no body in association. DnriQg this period 
more than 2,200 were added to all the churches, most of 
them by baptism, ^and although so many churches left, the 
total membership was not diminished proportionately with 
the number of churches. The churches decreased from 85 
to 25 ; the ministers from 26 to 14 ; and the^ membership 
from 3,724, to 2,846. The missionary spirit increased 
among the churches, and more money was raised this de- 
cade of years than before ; and the work of missions among 
the heathen drew the attention, prayers and contributions 
of the brethren and sisters from the Home, to the Foreign 
field. Only two or three pastors died during this period in 
the body ; while a goodly number of young men were raised 
up among the churches, who became pastors in their day. 



170 8HAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION. [1822 



CHAPTER V. 

AnnaU of the Bodyfrwa 1822 to l^Zl—Theffth decade of yeari» 

During the period embraced in this chapter the number 
of churches in the body were diminished by the formation of 
the Berkshire Association^ upon the south-east comer of 
its former territory, which took away some four or jive 
churches, and a few hundred members. No very special 
matters of interest occured during this period, save the dis- 
cussion of the merits of Speculative Free-Masonry, near 
the close of it, which, finally, occasioned the secession of 
some other churches from the body. The years 1822, '24, 
'25, '27 and '31, were seasons of the largest increase by re- 
vivals of religion ; in which several of the churches were 
favored with rich out-pourings of the Holy Spirit, and an 
ingathering of souls to their fellowship. And while we 
continue to register the principal facts that concerned the 
travel of this association for these ten years, we shall find 
new occasions of gratitude to God, for his abounding good- 
ness to his people, and his ministers, who composed the body 
at its annual gatherings. 

1822. 

The Forty-second Session of the Association was held 
at Ifoosickf on the 5th and 6th days of June, as usual. The 
opening sermon was preached by Elder John Harris of 
Ist Nassau, from 1 John, 4:6; "God is Love.*' Elder I. 
Mattison was chosen Moderator ; and Brother George W. 
Beal, Oierkj and David W. Elmore, Assistant Clerk. Bro- 
ther Beal, was from Elder A Peck's church in Clifton Park, 
and for 8 years in succession, served the association as its 
clerk. The body embraced 27 churches, though three were 
not represented; 15 ministers, 13 of whom were present; 
10 Licentiates; and reported 189 baptised; 96 added by 
letter; 106 dismissed; 81 excluded; 27 died, and a total 
of 2,865. The second i^Toj^att and the TFo/er/ar^ churches, 
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upon application were received at this session, being both 
young interests. 

The churches most highly favored with revivals, were the 
Austerlitz, which had baptised 9 ; JBgremont, £• D. Hub- 
bell, pastor, 14; Pittstottm, Elder Richmond Taggabt, 
54 ; Povmaly 26, with no pastor ; and White Greeks 51 bap- 
tised, by their Pastor, D. Tinkham. Some of these were 
fine showers of grace that greatly refreshed the hearts of 
Gk)d's people, and built up the churches, who enjoyed theniy 
in numbers, gifts and graces. The Waterford church had 
been constituted during the year, from the Lansingburgh 
church sending out a colony of some 25 to set up their ban- 
ner in the name of the Lord, across the Hudson River in 
the rising village there located. And so the 2nd Nassau 
had been formed mainly from the Schodack to occupy the 
western, or north-western portion of the* town, an interest, 
that never has become very strong to this day, as the prox- 
imity of the Sandlake village church has * prevented the 
enlargement of its field and resources. 

The missionary spirit had not died out of the churches, 
and their united contributions amounted to $187,83 dtiring 
the year, of which about $130,00 was contributed for For- 
eign Missions. The cause of Domestic Missions had now 
given place to the foreign call mostly, although during the 
year, $45,00 had been paid to Elder N. Otis, for home la- 
bors in destitute fields, and some $20,00 to other ministers 
for similar work. The Lake George Association had now 
been formed, and it was voted this year to open correspon- 
dence with it by Elders McCuller and Witherell. The 
circular was by Br. Samuel S. MaUery, a licentiate of the 
Egremont church, this year, ^' on the danger of being too 
highly exalted." This session was pleasant, and several 
seasons of public worship made it profitable and good for 
the brethren to be there. Elder Hubbell preached on 
Wednesday, P. M., from 1 Cor. 6: 20, ** Ye are bought 
with a price." And on Thursday, Eldeb Paul, a colored 
brother, preached from 1 Cor. 2 : 2, and a collection of 
$13,60, was taken for Missionary purposes; and at 2 o'clock 
P. M., it was recorded that " Elder Edward Barber 
preached a pleasing and instructive sermon from John 18 : 36, 
*^My Kingdom is not of this world,*' 
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1823. 

The Forty-third Anniversary was held with the 1s6 
Ifoisau church in the Union Meeting House, on Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 4th and 5th« The introductory dis* 
ooorse was preached according to appointment at 10 o'clodk 
by Eider E. D. Hubbell from 1 Pet. 1 : 18, 19, *' Foras- 
much as ye know ye were not redeemed with oorruptible 
things, ^bc" The same Moderator and (Moris were cho- 
sen that served at the last session, and the business of the 
Association was transacted with harmony and dispatch. 
The newly formed Schenectady Baptist church was received 
this session with 45 members, most of whom had been dis- 
missed from the old mother of churches in that region, the 
Cliflon Park church. In all, there were 28 churches in the 
bedy ; but from the Berlin, Lansingburgh, Pownal and Wa- 
terford churches there were no returns made. There were 
19 ordained ministers, all present, save one ; 5 licentiates ; 
54 baptised in all the churches ; 28 added by letter, and 5 
restored ; 72 were dismissed ; 46 excluded ; 40 deceased ; 
and 2,570 in all, leaving out the membership of the four 
churchy not reported. The church in We$t Rockbridge, 
net having represented itself for three successive years, was 
dropped from the minutes, and did not return again till 
1827. But one church seemed to have been favored with a 
revival during, the year, the White Oreeky which had re- 
ceived 24 by baptism, though the Stephentown also receiv- 
ed 12 ; and Clifton Park 8, by baptism. It was a year of 
dearth in Zion, generally. The receipts for missionary pur- 
poses at this session, amounted to $188,89, of which 935,18 
was from Clifton Park. Besides the above sum, a collec- 
tion was taken, after a sermon by Eldbe Pathl. from Pealm 
84 : 11, amounting to $83,50, which w^s appropriated by a 
vote of the body in aid of the African Baptist church in 
Albany, towards the construction of their house of worship. 
Elder Morse also preached from Psalm 28 : 9 ; and Elder 
Leland Howard from Acts 3 : 19, during the session. 

The following query from the 2d Canaan church, with ife 
answer, may be worthy of insertion for the minutes of this 
year, viz : ^*What is the duty of a church, supposing a bro- 
ther from a sister church should come in among them, and 
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bring railing accusations against them, and strive to sow 
discord among brethren ?" To which the following answer 
is on record : " Vbted^ they should notify him of the grief he 
has occasioned ; and if he does net remove it, report him to 
the church to which he belongs." 

General meetings were appointed at this session with the 
churches following : the White Creek, the last Wednesday 
and Thursday in August : the 2d Canaan, the last Wed« 
nesday and Thursday in Oct., and the Fittstown, the last 
Wednesday and Thursday in Jan. 1824. 

The want of a circular for this year, is supplied by a re« 
print of the Constitution or Plan of the Association, with 
some modifications for the consideration and approval of the 
churches. But it was not fully approved by a majority of 
them until the session of 1828, when it was printed for the 
last time, in the file of minutes now in our possession. The 
Brethren of this body have spent less time in ConstittUion- 
making, and more in acting out the spirit and principles 
which the Fathers had embodied in the Plan, as published in 
the year 1806. 

The corresponding letter this year, written by the excel- 
lent HuBBELL, is so good, as well as hrief and comprehend 
sive, that we insert it entire, in the following words : 

'Beloved Brethren, 

" We have found, by atoeet experience^ the satisfaction of dwelling 
together in unity. Nothing delights us more than information from 
distant places of the spread of the gospel, and the rising glories of the 
Kedeemer*s Kingdom. Many "Prophets and righteous men have 
desired to see the things which we see, and have not seen them ; and 
to hear the things that we hear, but have not heard them." Glad 
tidings have reached us from distant countries. The islands of the 
sea are receiving the law of the Lord. Ethiopia is stretching forth 
her hand to God When we turn our attention to India, a Caret, a 
Marshman, and a Ward, appear, in front of a little band, feeble in 
itself, but strong in the Lord. Idolaters have been converted by their 
instrumentality, and Bramins have become preachers of Ohrist. May 
we not anticipate the time when Juggernaut shall be no longer w<m> 
shipped ; every idol abandoned, self-torture hated, and Jesus loved ? 

'' Burmah presents a scene awakening both joy and sorrow ; joy^ 
that a number of Gaudama's worshippers have become the lovers of 
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Immanttdl ; sorrow, that in our missionarj exertioiis, some of our fair- 
est hopes have been blasted. Yes, ardent Wseblock lies beneath 
the waye ; our beloved Oolman rests in death ; and the companion 
of our dear Brother Priob has left him solitary. Who then, is willing 
to catch the falling mantle, to smite tiie tumultuous waves of human 
depravity, and ask * Where is the Gk>d of Elijah T Who will say, 
**Here am /, send me t In. Burmah would I live, in Burmah would I 
die, and there would I be buried ?** Let uanot fear. The Lord is on 
our side. He is a man of war, and wdl conquer his foes. Let our 
exertions be ardent; our eyes be directed to our eoyenant-keeping 
CN>d, and we may rest assured of certain success. 

" We wish you much animation in holy things, and the presence of 
Israel's God. Our session has been joyous, for the Lord woe there^ 

** Geoeo* W. Beal, Clerk. } « j^ Maiti80n Moderator " 

*• David W. Elmore. AuUtant \ ^^^^ mattison, Moderator. 

With such stirring sentiments of fraternal kindness to sis- 
ter associations, did the Shaftsbary Body greet their Breth- 
ren, from this holy feast in Zion. 

1824. 

The Forty-fourth Session was held with Elder Tmk- 
ham's church, in the White Creek meeting house, on Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, June 2d and Sd, according, to the 
usual time; and Elder Ira Hall of I Canaan preached the 
introductory from GcU. 2 : 19, ^' For I through the law, am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto God." Elder Tink- 
HAH was chosen to preside this year, and the former Clerk 
and assistant were continued during this session. There 
were reported this year in the body 28 churches, {two of 
whom sent no delegates, nor returns) ; 22 ministers, of whom 
19 were present ; 5 licentiates ; 5 restored ; 202 baptised ; 
87 added by letter ; 48 dismissed ; 48 excluded ; 47 died 
and a total of 2,725. _ The Berlin and Stamford churches sent 
no statistics, and hence the total membership is not all given. 
The churches most favored with revivals during the year, 
were the following; Adam$y which had received 13 by baptism 
under the care of Elder Samubl Savory ; Pownal,dl, un- 
der the pastoral care of Elder Ebwabd Grben ; 1 Savoy, 
61 baptised. Elder David Woodbuby, Schenectady, 21, 
Eldier Natsan N. Whiting who had recently been baptised 
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bimself by Elder A. Peck, from tbe Presbjteri&ns ; Scho- 
dack 9, Elder Olmstead ; Stephentown IC, Elder M. JoDes; 
and White Creek 38 ; the third year in succession, that this 
church had been favored with a gracioua Bbower, making 
it about 200 atrong. 

This was a pleasant session, and a sermon was preached 
bj Elder Barton Carpenter ftam tbe Rensaelaervilie Aaao- 
ciation, on Wednesday P. M. from 1 Pet. 2:7, " Untoyoo 
therefore who believe, he ii precious." On Thursday, El- 
der ^>ward from ^e Hudson River Association, preached 
tram Stv. 2 : 18, "I am he that liveth and was dead, &c." 
And at the close, the venerable Barbek from the Saratoga 
Association, who had first taken his seat as a member of this 
body from his ckurcli at Bottikill in 1794, afler 30 years 
had elapsed was heard with deep interest from ^a 53 : 10, 
" When tbon shalt make his soul aa offering for sin, he shall 
see his seed, he shall prolong bis days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord, shall prosper in his bands." 

The missitnary funds sent up from the various church- 
es this year, amounted to $198,69, embracing also a 
collection taken durii^ the session, of S19,40. The ShaJU- 
bury churches, under Elder L Mattiscn's cate, sent up about 
S30,56 ; and the OUfttm Park church, aome 332,75. 

The following table of gtatistica of the correspondtng as- 
sociationB, we copy from the minutes, as worthy of preser- 
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III these 24 bodies, tbere were embraced about 550 
churches, more than 400 ministers, and in all, about 2,400 
had been baptised in a year, or some 100 to each association, 
on an average ; with more than 5S,000 members in the 
whole fraternity. 

The "Upper Ceinada Atiociation," sent a request by let- 
ter for correspondence, and expressing their gratitude to 
this body for Missionaries sent to them several years ^o." 
This request was cordially granted. The eireuHzr letter 
was written by Elder Savory, but it fiuled of reaching the 
clerk in season b) be ptinted. The corresponding, was b; 
Elder Hall, a brief and warm-hearted epistle of love to the 
great brotherhood in the associational correspondence. For 
want of the ctrcttlar, the minutes of this year only filled 
8, 12 mo. pages. The following impoitort were advertised 
by rote of the Assodalion ; as gathered from the minutes of 
several other bodies, viz : "Amasa Chandler, Samuel Gant- 
er, Nehemtah H. Ripley, Jordan Dodge, and Daniel Sher- 
wood ; and the chnrdies are warned against them." 

The deeetue of Elder Obsd Waubeh, is noted also, in 
these words. "The committee to examine the minutes of 
corresponding associations report. That they notice in the 
minntes of the Maditon Association, an account of the death 
of our much esteemed brother, Elder Obk.d Warren, for- 
merly a member of this Association, who departed this life 
at Covert, (Seneca Co., N. Y.) Aug. 20, 1823." A Bio- 

S-aphical sketch of Elder Warren, may be found in the 
ppea&x to this work. 
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1825. 

The Forty-Fifth Anniversary, was held according to ap- 
pointment in the Newtown meeting house of the Clifton Park 
church, in Half-moon township, Saratoga co., N. Y., June 
1st and 2dy 1822. Elder Augustus Beach of PiUsjUld^ 
Mass., preached the opening sermon from 1 John^ 3 : S^ 
*'And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself 
even as he is pure." Elder I. Mattison was chosen Mod^ 
ercUor again ; and Br. G. W. Beal, OUrk, and Elder Saml. 
S, Mallery, Assistant. 

There were 29 churches numbered in the body ; one of 
which, the Stamford sent no information ; and 22 ministersy 
all of whom were present this year ; and 1 licentiate. There 
had been 3 restored ; 212 Baptised, 40 united by letter, 90 
dismissed, 33 excluded, 34 deceased, and a total of 3,317 
members were found in all the churches* There had been 
considerable revivals in several churches ; the most highly 
favored were the following; Berlin, (represented again) 
had baptised 9, and had a total of 477 ; Olifton Park, with 
three ministers now for a dozen years, Elders Peck, Cham- 
pion, and E. D. Hubbell, had received 55 by baptism ; 
Hoosick, under the care of Elder [sbael Keagh, a native 
of that town, and settled among them in 1824, had received 
22 ; 1 Nassau, Elder John Habris, 27 ; Schenectady, Eld* 
er John Cooper, 12 ; 1 Shaftsbury, 34; and Waterford 8, 
without a settled pastor. 

The 2d Cheshire church, re-united, with the Association 
this year by two messengers, Elder Elnathan Sweet, and 
Brother J. Richardson, and were received with a member- 
ship of only 30. They remained but a year or two, and 
with other Berkshire churches was dismissed to form a new 
body in 1826, 

The contributions for missionary purposes received at 
this session amounted to S226,28, of which about $79,00 
may be credited to the Cliflton Park church and congrega- 
tions, with the collection made at the close of the Associa- 
tion, which waa among them. The business of this session 
was harmoniously attended to, and several seasons of public 
worship were enjoyed as usual. At 4 P. M. on Wednesday, 
Elder Elnathan Pbck ftx>m the Madison Associaticm 
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preached from Eev. 14: 6. On Thursday A. M. Elder 
TinkhaM preached from Psalm 2:8; and in the P. Mv, 
'^at 2 o'clock. Elder John Cooper of Schenectady, preached 
the dosing sermon" it is said, *^om John, 10 : 27, 28, fol- 
lowed by Elder Swbet from John 1 : 47." Thus they held 
on, after they thouffht they had closed, the seasoti was so 
precious to them. 

The circular letter by Elder N. N. WHimra, was *< On 
the religions instruction of the young,*' and was very well 
?rritten, and sound in its views of this important duty of 
Christian parents and churches to the rising generation 
around them. The letter of earretpandence was l^ Brother 
D. W. Elmore, congratulatory of the gpx)wing prosperity of 
the churches in our land, and of the king^m of Christ in 
the world. 

The subject of collecting the materials for a history of the 
association, was considered at this meeting, as the minute 
following testifies : ^Resohedj That Elders Hull, Mattison 
and Mallert, be a committee to collect all the information 
possible, respecting the origin and progress of this Associa- 
tion, and report the next session." And for several years 
this committee was continued with additions and variations, 
until in 1832, it was discharged, without having done any 
thing deserving of publication. 

At this session a delegation was appointed to attend the 
anniversary of the New York Baptist State Gonventionf that 
resulted in a union with that body, as an auxiliary of its 
work in encouraging feeble churches in the new settlements 
of our western domain, where this convention has been>ery 
extensively useful for the last quarter of a century. The 
delegates sent, were Elders John Harris and E. D. Hiibbell. 

Various items of business were done, but nothing more 
that deserves permanent record, we believe, at this session. 

1826. 

The Forty-Sixth Anniversary was held at JBast HiUsdah, 
Columbia Co., N. T., Wednesday and Thursday, June 7th 
and 8th as appointed, and in the absence of Elder Hull, 
the introductory discourse was preached by his alternate. 
Eider Elnathan Swbet from 2 Tim. 4 : 2. Elder Johh 
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Harris of 1 Nassau was elected Moderator^ and the clerks 
of last jear were re-elected for this session. There were 
29 diarches embraced in the bodj stiU, although from the 
Pinmal and WiUiamstown^ there was no iaformation sent, 
as to their number and condition. The Berlin church dis- 
appears from the minutes from this time, and the Laneing* 
bwrgh upon request, was dismissed to the Hudson River As- 
sociation. The Sheffield church, in the south west portion 
of Berkshire co. Mass*, upon their request, were receired 
into the Association with a ^lembership of only 15. But 
this interest did not seem ever to have flourished, and from 
their distance, they seldom met with the body. In 1831, it 
had but 9 members, and soon became extinct. There had 
been few additions to the churches compared with some 
years ; only two churches having received any considerable 
number. To the Clifton Park church, 24 had been added 
by baptism; and 12 to the Savoy; and 9 to the White 
Greek. To no other church had there been more than 5 
added by baptism, and to the whole body only 71 ; and 55 
by letter ; while 79 had been dismissed ; 42 excluded ; and 
39 deceased, leaving a total of 2,723 members in the body. 
The reduction in numbers from the year before was chiefly 
from the loss of the Berlin church that todk away some 475 
members. There were also 21 mtnistere whose names are 
recorded in the minute of this year, although but 16 of 
them were present, and 1 Kcentiatef Brother Charles WiU 
Hams, in the 1 Nassau church. 

Elder Beach in behalf of some of the Berkshire churches 
asked leave for them to form a new Association, which was 
granted, though but a few of the churches improved the lib- 
erty granted them, for several years. Only the Adams, 
Cheshire, Pittsfield, Savoy, Sandisfleld, and Williamstown 
churches, had left the body in 1831, when the Berkshire 
body embraced 14 churches about which number it retained 
for 15 years, when it rose to 16 and now (in 1852) counts 
20 churches in its fellowship, 16 pastors, and 1907 members, 
mostly ia the county of Berkshire. 

The Missionary contributions were $180,49 this year. 
Seyeral sermons were preached during the session before 
the whole association, and on Wednesday evening, in difler- 
ent places about the town, where convenient. And this was 
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oflen the case at these associational meetiDgs. The ministry 
were detailed into the various neighborhoods, where thej 
held forth the word of life to a larger number on the whole^ 
on Wednesday evening, than could gather at the meeting 
house, and these meetings awakened the attention of people, 
60 they came in on Thursday to the public worship of Gk>d 
as sustained by the whole body. It is worthy of considera* 
tion, whether this feature of our fathers, in improving these 
occasions, should not be more generally restored. Elder 
Stephen Gang of Providence, R. I., formerly a member of 
the body several years, preached on Wednesday P. M., from 
1 Cor. J : 2 ; and on Thursday, Elder Lbland preached, 
and a collection of $16,56, was tsiken for the cause of missions. 

Another impostor, bearing the name of John Smith is 
exposed in the minutes, and his stature and character de- 
scribed, so that the churches ought beware of him. 

The following queries from the 3d Shaftsbury church, or 
Shaftsbury centre church ; were submitted to a committee 
of the following brethren; Eiders Howard, Malcom, J. 
Harris, S. Olmstead and E. Sweet* [Pages 4th and 6th 
of the minutes.] 

«* Query 1. What duty is there devolving on a minister^ 
which does not devolve on a deacofiy except it be the admin- 
istration of the word and ordinances ? 

^'2. Is any member of a church, subject to exclusion, 
without previous labor, when it is in the power of brethren 
to labor with the same ?" To these it was replied : "As to 
the Jirst, that pastors of churches have a special rule (Heb. 
13: 7, 17 ;) and oversight to practice, (1 Pet 5:2;) which 
deacons have not." 

^<As to the second, answered in the affirmative ; as for 
instance, in a case of open and notorious guilt, the honor of 
the church, and the good of the offender, require immediate 
expulsion. See 1 Cor. 5th chapter." 

The circular letter this year by Elder I. Mattison, is a 
pungent discussion of the great *' impropriety of Christians 
running into debt," or refusing to pay their honest dues, and 
the sin of "Evil Speaking." Had we room, this would be 
worth reprinting, but its length precludes its admission. We 
insert the following extracts as a fair specimen of the whole. 
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*' Nor can a Ofaristian, whose proficiency in the school of Christ 
tonsists in tendemesA of conscience and rectitude of oonducti feel 8at> 
isfied with legal decisions, relative to bankruptcy. A deep wound is 
given to the blessed cause, both in city and country, and is viewed 
with sore regret, by those who "hold fast their integnty* The bank- 
rupt laws, which are designed, as an asylum for the unfortunate and 
^*uly distressed, by perversion, become the shield and refuge of the 
indolent and extravagant, who thus acquit themselves of the real and 
intrinsic claims of right If we would do to others, as we would thefy 
should do to us, we should not put in hazard the property of anotheri 
without his knowledge and consent. Hence an obligation, endorsed 
for the benefit of another, will be equally regarded a just demand, aa 
when actual value in full has been received. Nor is it to be supposed 
that the littleness of the gain of dishonesty, limits the amount of 
crime, to its own dimensions ; but serves to augment it, because truth 
and honesty, yielded to the power of a less temptation. On this 
ground, the conduct of Esau i% stained with a deeper dye of profanity, 
for having sold his birth-right, fof even a mess <^p(Mage. We should 
regret an inability to render unto all the full due, when there is no 
consciousness of criminal intention, or even of imprudent manage- 
ment.'' ^'Ministers, especially, should be an example to the church 
and to the world, in these things; for but a little of this fashionable 
folly of the day, will be a " dead fly in the pot of ointment" Their 
good is at once evil spoken of, and the ministry itself is blamed, aa 
being engaged in [trade,] because found to be a convenient emplojr- 
ment. Theirs is a station, where it V9 difiScult to stand> and unspeak- 
ably dangerous to fall, an incommodious elevation. Let not any 
church be accessory to their minister's engaging in any kind of trtule 
for their necessary support. If it is lawful, we judge.lt is not expedient. 

Such sentiments deserve consideration, in these days of 
speculation, by both ministers and churches, if we would 
honor the Christian profession, and <' let our light so shine 
that others shall see "our good works, and glorify our Father 
in Heaven." And if, as suggested in the above extract, 
ministers should not engage in worthy traffic, in order to the 
support of a growing family, should not their churches, to 
whom they sow <^piritnal things/' let them reap a suffideni 
harvest ^* of temporal things," for the honest maintenance 
and education of their families, who cannot, as the children 
of others, aid much toward their own support. Let \u8Ufl^ 

9 
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be done bj our churches to the spiritual laborer and his 
wants, who is equally worthy of his hircylis the man who 
performs mere temporal service, and whom a Christian^ or 
a Christian church, would scorn to oppress in his wages. 

The corresponding letter was by Brother Beal, who, for 
several years, served the body, as its corresponding secretary. 
The usual general meeting of the Association, was appoint- 
ed with the Schodack Baptist church, the last Wednesday 
in August ; when it is recorded, '^ the minutes were read, 
corrected, and the Association adjourned." 

1827. 

The Forty-seventh Anniversary of this Association was 
held with the Stephentown church, June 6th and 7th. At 
10 o'clock Elder John Cooper of Schenectady, preached 
the opening sermon from 2 Cor. 4:5,'* jPbr we preach n6t 
ourselves, hut Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your set" 
vants for Jesus sake>* Elder E. D. Hubbell was chosen 
Moderator, Brother Beal, Glerk, and Elder Israel Keack, 
his assistant. The minutes report 26 churches, 17 ministers, 
14 of them present ; and 3 licentiates. There had been 
tfdded by baptism, 167 ; by letter, 37 ; dismissed, 69 ; exclu- 
ded, 34 ; died, 1 9 ; and a total membership was found in all 
the churches, of 2,545. The Bennington church, just formed, 
united upon application, with 42 members ; and the 2nd 
Shafishury and West Stockhridge churches, after some years 
absence, from the councils of their brethren, returned with 
their messengers and statistical condition. 

The revivaU reported this year, were in the following 
churches : The Egremont church had received 7 by bap- 
tism ; Hoosick, 13 ; Schenectady, 18 ; 1 Shaflsbury, now 
^>^jpying the undivided labors of their worthy pastor, 39 ; 
Stephentown, 51 ; White Creek> 7 ; and Waterford, 13. It 
was a year of interest in these churches, as the Lord had 
been good to Israel, in a portion of his tribes. 

The missionary colleetions reported this year from all the 
churches was $200,69, of which $150,69 was forwarded 
to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions in Boston, and 
the rest was sent to the New- York Missionary Convention, 
to which the Association had now become auxiliary. The 
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following vote of sympathy with Dr. Judson at the Itss of 
his wife, is recorded on the minutes of this year. 

'* JResolved, That this Association express their sentiments 
of affection and sympathy, with our beloved Brother Judson, 
in the late affliction which he sustains in the death of his 
beloved wife. 

The following query from the Schodack church, was re- 
ferred to a committee, composed of Elders Hubbell, Trum- 
bull and Keach, whose report was accepted by the body and 
printed in the minutes. 

" Query from Schodack church ;— " j& it right to eocclude 
members for neglect of communion V* To which the follow- 
ing answer is recorded : '' That we think for a general rule, 
a continued neglect of attending to the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, merits exclusion. Notwithstanding, as such 
a neglect may originate from different causes, we think that 
these causes ought, by the church, to be taken into consi- 
deration, and the individual so neglecting, be treated as cir- 
cumstances may require. Of some have compassion ^ making 
a difference, and othei*s save with fear, pulling them out of 
the fire, hating even the garments spotted hy the fleshy (Jude, 
22: 23.)" 

By a vote of the association this year, '^ the several 
churches are requested to give us, at the next session, a 
statement of the time of their constitution." But if this vote 
ever received any attention, the traces of it do not appear 
in the minutes of after y^ars. This was deigned, to aid 
the committee on the history of the association in their work, 
so far at least as a correct statement of the date of churches 
might be obtained ; but the indifference of the churches to 
the whole subject so discouraged the effort that it entirely 
^ed. 

Correspondence was opened with the Berksliire associa- 
tion, by their request, and '^ Elders Keach, Olmstead, Savo- 
ry and Marshall, were appointed delegates to its next ses- 
sion at Pittsfield, the last Wednesday in May, 1828." Thus 
did the mother give her blessings to this young daughter in 
her settlement, and finally bequeathed her the whole Bap- 
tist territory of Berkshire county as her dowry, though it 
was a number of years, before all the churches in that coun- 
ty could leave the embraces of the mother, even to stay in 
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their own mountain home. It seemed like the separation 
of Naomi and her daughters ; while Orphah went hack, 
and was content like some of those churches ; HiUh said, — 
*< Entreat me not to leave thee, or return from following af- 
ter thee : — for whither thou goest, 1 will go ; and where 
thou longest, I will lodge : — thy people shall be my peo- 
ple, and thy Grod, my God: — Where thoudiest, will 1 die, 
and there will I be buried ; the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if ought but death, part thee and me." (Ruth, I: 16, 
17.) So a number of the Berkshire churches cleaved to 
their foster mother, until the affairs of their own county 
called so loudly for their help. They at last have all become 
settled, we believe, in their own home, with one or two ex- 
ceptions ; a loving band of churches, enterprising, benevo- 
lent, and prosperous amid the cultivated hills and mountain 
Bides, and along the fertile valleys of Old Berkshire ; where 
the quiet Hoosick murmurs on its way, and the placid wa- 
ters of the Housatonic sparkle in the suu-beam, while they 
move a hundred water-wheels, that drive the machinery of 
the manufactories of western Massachusetts. 

The circular of this year '*0n the sanctity of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath," is very well written, and as we suppose, from 
the pen of Elder Augustus Beach of Pittsfield, Mass. The 
corresponding letter was by Elder John Harris of 1 Nas- 
sau : though after this year, a member of the Saratoga 
body for many years, and now living at Battle Creek, in 
Michigan. We cannot refrain from inserting this Epistle of 
Christian Love and Faith in the promises of God, for the 
edification of the present generation of the disciples of Jesus; 
the more, because we can now see how the anticipations of 
God's people twenty-Jive years ago, have been fulfilled in the 
spread of the Gospel, among the Eastern nations. We can 
*^ Behold what God has wrought" and rejoice that the king- 
dom is his, and the government of the church, as well as the 
world, upon the shoulders of Immanuel. 

'* The Shafstbubt Baptist Association, to the several Associationa 
toith which we correspond^ Greeting : 

** DsARLT Beloved Breth&en in Ohkist the Lobd, 

"Each revolving year is distinguished by events which display the 
perfections of Zion*8 King, in his reign of righteousness, and furnish 
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matter of assurance, that ultimate victory shall crown the church, un- 
der the perfect administration of his goyemmeni 

" We are yearly presented with the pleasing view of Zion*8 length, 
•ning her cords, and strengthening her stakes, and in defiance of aU 
her enemies, triumphantly wielding those mighty weapons of her war- 
fare, furnished from the armory of Gk>d. Great is the cause of re- 
oicing with the friends of Jesus, when those who love his name, feel 
prompted by the benevolence of the Qospel, to combine their energies 
to promote his kingdom in every part of the earth. And we, brethren, 
cannot but rejoice that the number and zeal of those benevolent so^ 
cieties, whose object is to build up Zion, are yearly increasing. We 
behold with pleasure, that they are carrying forward their operations 
with a fixed heart, a steady hand, encouraged by the prospect of the 
certain fulfillment of the promise ; *' The knowledge of the glory of 
God, shall fill the whole earth." Through their instrumentality, we 
enjoy the delightful prospect of channels of gospel influence opening 
into the dreary empire of Pagan darkness, and gentle streams of sal- 
vation flowing, whereby the desert blossoms, and fruits immortal 
ripen the glory of ImmanueL Every weapon formed against the 
spread of gospel influence, at home or abroad, have proved alike unsuc 
cessful, and the banners of salvation wave with increasing triumph 
on the plains of India, the shores of Africa, and the isles of the sea ; 
while the Holy Spirit hovers over our own land, displaying his power 
in the'salvation of thousands. O what cause have we for thanksgiv- 
ing, in view of what God hath wrought ? Then let us shake ourselves 
from slumber and put on the whole armor of God ; let us never be 
disheartened in the good cause, though some gloomy providences hang 
over particular sections of the field of gospel labor. 

** That God who has commanded the rage ef war to cease in Bur- 
mah, and delivered the missionaries from fetters, and prisons, and 
violent death, can gather the scattered disciples and build up his glo- 
rious kingdom, though some of the dear missionaries sleep in the si- 
lent grave. Whilst, therefore, we drop the tear of afifection and sym- 
pathy, with our afflicted brother Judson, for his and our loss, let us 
cleave to the promises of God, as the fast anchor-ground of our hopes 
and pray that the Lord of the harvest will send forth faithful laborers 
into the harvest. We wish to enjoy the favors of your correspond- 
ence until we shall be received into that department of the kingdom 
of our God, where local barriers never exist, to prevent our inter- 
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coarse with each other ; or Teils of fleeh and imperfection obscure 
our yision from the bistre of the Redeemer's glory." 

1828. 

The Forty-eighth Session of this body was held at Pow- 
fudj Yt., on Wednesday and Thursday, Jane 4th and 5th, 
when according to appointment, Eider Hubbbll preached 
the introductory sermon, from 1 Oar. 15 : 20, ** But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of 
them that slept." Elder Hubbbll was re-elected Modero' 
tor ; aad Br. G. W. Beal, Olerk. There were 25 churches 
reported this year; 13 ministers, of whom only 8 were pre- 
sent ; and 4 licentiates. There had been no powerful re- 
vivals, and only 91 baptised in all the churches ; 40 added 
by letter ; while 102 had been dismissed ; 42 ei^cluded ; 
21 deceased ; and a total was found of 2,353. The 1 Ca- 
naan church had received 20 by baptism, under the pastoral 
care of Elder Edwin Sandys ; and the Stephentown, 1 6 ; 
while a few had been buried in baptism in most of the 
churches. 

The church in Waterford was represented by two sets of 
messengers, each bearing an epistle, which compelled the 
appointment of a committee of investigation, to find out 
which was the real church in that village. This committee 
decided, and so did the association also, '^ That judging from 
the result of a previous council, and from the facts brought 
before us, we are of opinion that the church in Waterford, 
represented by letter and signed by Ezeeiel H. Whitney, 
Clerk, ought to b6 recognized as belonging to this Associa- 
tion." The full history of the trials that divided the Water- 
ford Baptist church, in 1827, might not be in place here, 
could we set in array all the facts in the case, which bear 
upon the painful subject. Suffice it to say, inasmuch as for 
two or three years, these trials affected the action of the as- 
sociation itself, they arose chiefly from the stand that church 
took in the spring and summer of 1827, adverse to the Institu- 
tion of Speculative Free-masonry, soon after the abduction 
of the ill-fated Morgan in Western New York, and his sup- 
posed murder by the hands of masonic agents. But we cannot 



CHAP, v.] FIFI'H TEN TEARS. 187 

expatiate upon this dark chapter in the social, civil and re- 
ligious history of those times, from 1826 to 1831, when the 
spirit of party raged so violently in the bottoms of men, as in 
many instances to destroy the peace and happiness of fami- 
lies, neighborhoods and churches. May such scenes never 
again recur among us, as we remember to have been enact- 
ed in those years ! And may the fruitful cause of such 
party feuds no more be let loose, like the opening of Pando- 
ra's box, upon the face of society, to blight and destroy its 
peace and happiness. It may be our duty as faithful chroni- 
clers of passing events in the action of this body, to recur 
again to this subject, but we shall do it with more of sorrow 
than of gratification^ as a matter of faithfulness to the cause 
of truth and righteousness. Many things, undoubtedly, 
were done by good and well-meaning men on both sides, 
under the then present impulses, that a more mature and 
prayerful deliberation in view of a future judgment, would 
not have been allowed by them 

Several impostors were advertised this year, whose names 
were found in the minutes of the corresponding bodies ; in 
the following words : '' The committee to examine corres- 
ponding minutes report, That we find the notice of three 
impostors in different Minutes, viz : — Amos Broad, Samuel 
J. OounciU, sometimes GonseU or Counceil, and Thomas 
Prentis, travelling in the character of preachers.*' 

The collections for Benevolent purposes, were less than 
usual this year, being only $112,92, as reported in the min- 
utes. The circular letter, ** On the final perseverance of the 
Saints " was written by Elder J. Cooper, as we suppose ; 
and the corresponding one, by Elder I. Keach, this year. 
Sermons were preached by Elder Bruce from Isaiah^ 6 : 
12, and by Elder Sweet on Thursday, from 2 Tim, 1 : 9, 
and a collection of S9,34 taken up, for missions. 

It was ordered by the association, '' that the Constitution 
be printed with the last amendment, as it is accepted by the 
resolution of the last session." That resolution reads as fol- 
lows, and was designed to bring the tardy action of the sev- 
eral churches to 2i. final decision in regard to some proposed 
amendments, which had been under consideration a number 
of years ; but had not been responded to by two thirds of the 
churches : '' Eesolved^ That the churches be requested to. 
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express at our next session, their opinion of the constitu- 
tion, with the late revisions, &c.; and that silence on this 
subject shall be considered approbation." — [Min. 1827, p. 6.] 
And now we will give this document as thus sanctioned, 
and printed, in the minutes of 1828 ; which was the last 
time it can be found in the file of minutes. 

« THE CONSTITUTION, OR PLAN 

OF THJE 

SHAFTSBURY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

** In all incorporated Bodies, whether civil or religious, so much 
power ought to be vested in them as is necessary to earry into effect 
the use and design of such corporation and no more. Hence, 

As every Gospel churchy duly organized, is fully empowered to 
exectUe every branch of church discipline^ it would be usurpation for 
any other body of men whatever^ to claim the right of judging decisively 
for it, either in matters of faith or practice. *' We therefore believe 
that individual churches have no license from the Lord Jesus to enter 
into any combination or agreement whatever, so as to concentrate their 
power of discipline by delegation : Consequently, we as an Associa- 
tion, uttterly disclaim all right of interference with the discipline of 
particular churches. 

** It is, therefore, necessary, that we should ascertain the particular 
use and design of our incorporation, as a body of associated churches 
which are as follows, viz : 

'* I. To meet by our Delegates, at stated seasons, in a free, Chris- 
tian Conference, for the purpose of enlarging and strengthening our 
fellowship in the Gospel, by freely communicating to each other our 
views of the Sacred Scriptures, and of the joys and sorrows that 
await Zion in this world, that we may sympathise with, and pray 
for each other, amid the changes of Time. 

**II. To give our opinion and advice, on any queries that may be 
presented from the churches, that relate to doctrine or discipline ; 
{NTovided always, the solution of them is not so circumstanced as to in- 
terfere with the government of particular ehurches. 

"^ III. The Association is designed for a medium to receive and 
communicate official information of the general state of the churches, 
not only in our own, but in other Associations in different parts of 
the world. 
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" lY. Throogh this medium also, we obtain information of the 
ciicamstaDces of those which are destitute of a preached gospel, and 
haye opportunity to advise to, and recommend some suitable method . 
of sending them reliet 

" v. We have also an opportunity to know when individual chureli- 
es have searched out and brought to light apostate churches or min- 
isters, and to give suitable informatiwi tothe churches in our eonyai- 
tion, and to the publie in general, that they may aroid them. In a 
word, our design in this combination of churches, is, to be mutui^ 
helpers of each other, in striviog to promote the interest of the Divine 
Reedeemer in the earth ; to preserve purity of doctrine and discipline, 
to guard against men who are corrupl;, either in doctrine or practice ; 
and to present to the world, our united efforts against the corruptions 
of the age in which we live. 

" A SuMMAHT of cur Faith, whieh we believe and feel ourselves tm- 
der obliffotion to maintain and practice, is as foUcws^ viz : 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

*■ I. We believe that there is but one Gon, who is denominated in 
the Scriptures, the Faiher Son, and J7o/y Ghost : that these three are 
One only living and true Ood, the author of all created beings and 
things. 

'^ n. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments were given by inspiration of God, and that they are an un- 
erring rule of fSaith and practice for mankind. 

** III We believe that G^ made man upright ; that he has fallen 
and become sinful ; that all his posterity is wholly depraved and in- 
elined to evil ; that the just demerit of sin is eternal punishment ; 
and that the only way of salvation from sin and misery, is by the sove- 
reign grace of God, throu^ the atonement of Christ Jesus. 

" lY. We believe that all that ever will be saved, were ehosen in 
Christ Jesus before the world began. 

*' y . We believe that all whom Gk)d chose in eternity he will call In 
time, by his efficacious grace, qualify them for, and bring them to, Us 
Kingdom of glory. 

" VI. We believe that the Son of God will come to judge the wmld 
in righteousness ; that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both 
of the just and unjust ; that the punishment of the wicked and the 
happiness of the righteous, will be etemaL 
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•'VII. We believe that Baptism, by immersion, is the only right 
mode ; and that believers, professing faith in Christ, are the only 
jMroper subjects of baptism. 

"Ylll. We believe that the Lord's Supper is an institution of 
Ohrist, designed for his church, and that none ought to be admitted 
to it but such as have been baptised upon the profession of their faitl), 
and have nnited to a gospel church. 

** IX. We believe that the first day of the week is the Lord's day, 
or the christian Sabbath ; and that it ought to be held sacred to the 
memory of Christ's glorious resurrection, and devoted, in a special 
manner, to the duties of religion. 

** To carry into effect the design of our union toe adapt the following 

Plan. 

''I. The Association shall be composed of such members as the 
churches of the union may duly elect send and for that purpose ; and 
letters from their respective churches, certifying their appointment 
and the present state of their churches, shall be sufficient credentials 
to entitle them to a seat. 

" 11. Any churches who wish to be received into this union, may 
apply by letter and messengers ; and on giving satisfactory informa- 
tion of their being duly organized, sound in faith and practice, they 
may be received; and as a token of the same, the Moderator, in be- 
half of the Association, shall give them the right hand of fellowship. 

" IIL A Moderator and Clerk shall be annually chosen, who shall 
continue in office until succeeded by a new appointment of persons to 
fill said offices, 

*' lY. It shall ever be considered contrary to the rules of this Asso. 
elation, for any one church or person, to present to this body, a com- 
plaint against any church, minister, or member of a church belonging 
to this body, until the matter of their difficulty has been taken up by 
some church, or churches, so that the parties concerned have had a 
fair trial, and the matter is so circumstanced that it has become 
necessary, through the medium of this body, to inform the public of 
the apostacy of the delinquent, or delinquents. 

" V. If any Church of this body becomes corrupt in faith or prac- 
tice, it shall be the duty of the neighboring churches, having know- 
ledge of the same, to commence a labor with said Church ; if it 
continues obstinate and cannot be gained, the matter shall be left t o 
tke deaiaioa of a mutual council, whose report to the Associatioo 
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shall be sufficient warraut to the Association, to restore to fellowship, 
or drop said offending Church from the minutes. In case the offend- 
ing Church shall refuse to unite and call a mutual council, proof of 
the same being produced to the Association, it shall be considered as 
regularly out of fellowship, and be dropped from the minutes. 

" YI. If a brother in the ministry has become corrupt, and will not 
give satisfaction, complaint must be made to the church to which he 
belongs ; and if they will not put him away, it becomes a difficulty 
with the church, aud must be proceeded with as above ; and if a sistw 
ehurch or churches with it, have just cause to reject a minister from 
fellowship, it is reasonable to give information officially to the Asso- 
ciation, so that they may give notice to the world, that the public 
may not be imposed upon by men of corrupt principles. 

** YII. It is the duty of the Association to give their opinion and 
advice on such queries as may be sent from any church in the Union 
provided always, that the solution of them be not so circumstanced* 
as to interfere with the government of particular churches. 

*' yni. It shall be the duty of the Association, from time to time, 
to suggest to the churches what they think most expedient to be 
done to promote the spread of the gospel in the world. 

" IX. The Association shall have a right to open and hold corres- 
pondence with other Associations, as they may think proper. 

** X. The Association shall, annually, publish an attested copy of 
their proceedings, for the information of the churches ; so that if 
any church is dissatisfied, it may have opportunity to remonstrate at 
the next session. Each church in the Union is considered under 
obligation to bear their equal proportion of the necessary expense of 
such publication. The time and place of meeting shall be appointed 
at each preceding session. 

'* Any church not choosing to become, or to continue a member of 
this Association, shall not be considered as out of fellowship, merely 
on that account ; yet, if a church has joined, it is not Christian-like to 
leave the Association, without giving suitable notice thereof ; in con. 
sequence of which, it will be the duty of the Association to inquire 
after said church. A neglect to send letters or delegates for three 
years successively, shall be considered as sufficient cause to drop such 
church from the minutes. 

" XI. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside in the 
meeting ; and when any matter is verbally brought forward, to reduce 
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it to a proper form, and to call for the attention of the Assodation 
to decide thereon. He is also to tee that not more than one speak 
at a time. If the brother speaking shall be tedious, or swerve from 
the point in yiew, the Moderator shall call him to order ; and when 
a point has been sufficiently discussed, he shall reduce it to a vote. 
Eyerj motion made, and seconded, unless withdrawn, shall be put to 
Tote by the Moderator. 

<*XIL No member of the Association shall be allowed to retire 
from the business thereof, without leave of the Moderator. Every 
person speaking, shall address the Moderator, who shall preside in 
the meeting, so as to see that all things be conducted with propriety. 

** XIII. Whereas, there are papers, and other articles, belonging to 
the Association, which are of importance ; and whereas, we have no 
fixed or permanent depository for them ; the Association shall ap- 
point a standing secretary, whose duty it shall be to take charge of 
such deposits, and do such other business as the Association shall 
point out to him from time to time, as his duty ; and the said secre- 
tary shall hold his office during the pleasure of the Association. 

** Lastly. The churches shall have a right to alter or amend thi^ 
Oonstitution, whenever two thirds of them shall deem it necessary or 
proper." 

Such are tke fundamental principles by which this Asso- 
ciation has been regulated for nearly one half a century, hav- 
ing been adopted in 1807, by an almost unanimous approval 
of the 34 churches then composing the body ; and never 
altered in any essential point from that day to this. The 
amendments effected in 1823 to '28, only modified in unim- 
portant particulars, the 5th, 10th and 12th articles of the 
Plan, or as we mi^ht properly call them, the By-Laws of 
the Association.* Thus we see the clear-headedness of the 

- * The following is the reading of the old /^fth artiole of the pUm, and which is the 
main alteration m the whole document 

** Y. If any ohoroh of the union shall become corrupt in doctrine or practice, it 
irtiall be the duty of any rister church who may hare knowledge of the sames to 
labor with stdd offendine church. If satiB&etion is not obtained, it will then be- 
come necessary for the aggrieved church to call for the advice and asssistance of 
ether churches : and if they judge there is sufllcient ground to suspend fellowi^ip 
with the delinquent Church, their teetimiony and report to the Association shall be 
a BufScient reason to drop it fh)m the minutes, and to publish to the world, that 
tbey have withdrawn that fellowship which they had given to said delinquent 
Church.*' 

As to the Tonth article there ia no change, save a merely verbal one of a line or 
two. not affecting the meaning ; and the tDont of the ISst sentence as given above, 
in the Mir plan, of tUt tenth arttole, vis: *A nei^ectto send letten or delegatea 
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venerable Blood, Hull, and Webb, whose revision in 1806, 
of the older constitution or plan, gave this valuable one to 
their successors for so long a period. And how could we 
improve upon it, should we make the attempt ? It defines 
the province of the Association, and guards the independence 
of the churches in maintaining their own discipline and 
affairs ; while it suggests, we think, a Gospel course in aid- 
ing churches by counsel in their trials, and properly binds 
the sisterhood of churches in the body, by a law of mutual 
obligation to watch over and guard each other's purity in 
the faith in a generaJ way, with fraternal kindness and 
labor ; just as the individuid members of a given church are 
required to do to each other by the rules of the Gospel. We 
say then, let this noble relic of olden times, so sound and 
practical, in its views, be perpetuated as a standing monu« 
ment of the wisdom of the Fathers of this body who are 
now BO more among us in the church militant. If in any 
thing an improvement be made upon it, let it be in author- 
izing by a standing resolution of the hodg, that the plan or 
by-laws be read evert/ gear from the chair, and the whole 
printed anew every Jive gears, or oftener, so that it can be 
better studied and practiced in the future doings of the body. 

1829. 

The Forty-ninth session of the Association was held at 
Shafishurg with Iilder Mattison's church, according to ap- 
pointment, on the 3d and 4th days of June. The opening 
sermon was delivered by Elder Enos Marshall, Jr., of 
Egremont, Mass, from Eph. 2:21, **In whom aU the build- 
«Vt^9 ^Ig framed together , groweth unto a holg temple in the 
Lord." 

Elder Hubbell was moderator, and Brother Beal, clerk, 
and Elder Keach assistant. No revival was reported in 
any church, 8, being the largest number baptised by any 
pastor, and this was Elder Keach of Hoosick. There were 
23 churches recorded in the minutes, 4 of whom made no 

for three years saccessiyely, shall he considered as suffloient cause to drop sach 
church from the minntes." 

And in regard to the Tktfe^fth article, the old form nms thus, in tiie last line, viz : 
*te as to see that all things he conducted with decorum, propriety, and in good 
order,^ intteikd at *'wUk propriety.'' Bee Ifinntes <tf 1800, Page 10, 17. 
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retams ; 15 ministers; onlj 9 of whom were present; and 
8 licentiates; 27 in all had heen baptised; 21 added bj 
letter ; while 94 had been dismissed; 31 excluded ; and 25 
deceased, leaving a total of 2,185, in fellowship. Fer some 
reason, not explained in the minutes, the 1st Nassau church 
had dismijBsed the unusual number of 40, during the year, 
who seem not to have united with any other church in the 
body. The missionary contributions only amounted to 
$92,91 during this session, of which SI 6,38 were from a 
collection made, after a sermon at the close of the session. 
The Washington Association formed in Oct. 1826, was 
fellowshipped this year, by this body, and taken into its 
correspondence. 

Both the circtUdr and corresponding letters were written 
by Elder Mattison, this year. The first is **0n Christ- 
ian Practice and Vital Piety ;" and is full of good 
thoughts and counsels. The latter commends Sunday/ 
Schools to favorable regard, and as worthy the patronage of 
Baptists, throughout the land. A proposition was made to 
divide the Association so as to leave the old mother only her 
Vermont domain, which had never been very large or pro- 
ductive ; and the churches were requested to express their 
opinion upon it, at the next anniversary. At the next ses- 
sion it was ''resolved that it was inexpedient, at present to 
divide the Association." Some other items of business were 
transacted, that we need not record. 

1830. 

The Fiftieth Anniversary of this body was held with the 
First Baptist Church in Nassau^ under the pastoral care of 
the venerable Justus Hull, formerly of Berlin. Elder 
Israel Kea^ch of Uoosick preached the opening discourse 
from £zek. 11 : 19, 20. The preacher was chosen Moder- 
ator, and Elder C. W. Hodges of 3d Shaftsbury, clerky 
and Elder W. G. Johnson, of Stamford, assistant The 
minutes give the names of 26 churches in the body, 
but there was no information, by letter or messengers from 
2d Canaan, Pownal, 2d Shaftsbury, Sheffield and White 
Creek churches. There were 19 ordained ministers, of 
whom 18 were present; and 3 unordained. There .had 



CBAT. v.] FIFTH TEN YEARS. 195 

« 

been added by baptism to all the churches, 84 ; by letter 37; 
while 45 had been dismissed ; 85 excluded; 18 had died; 
tmd there was a total of 2,082. H^ree churches had been 
favored with refreshing drops of mercy and been made to 
rejoice in God, while they gathered by the water side to 
witness the burial of young converts in the liquid grave. 
•The 1 Nassau church had received 13 by baptism ; the 3d 
Shaflsbury, 35 ; and the Stamford, 16. The Arlington 
church was received this session again with a membership 
of 76, and continued for a number of years, till it finally 
became extinct And according to their request, the West 
Hillsdale church was dismissed to the Hudson Kiysr As- 
sociation. In the minutes of this year, for the Jirst time we 
find a brief digest from the letters of the state of the several 
churches, that were represented, a practice that has fre- 
quently followed since. At this session also, the cause of 
Tempebance, for the first time, received a distinct notice, 
as it has often had since, by this body. It is said that *^Eld- 
er HuBBELL delivered a discourse on Temperance, in which 
the doctrine of total abstinence from intoxicating drinks, 
was feelingly urged.'* And on the second day of the ses- 
sion it is thus recorded ; ''On motion of brother Hubbell 
the following preamble and resolution was adopted : 

"Whereas the cause of Temperance, is closely connected 
with the prosperity of Zion, and is already greatly increased; 
Tlierefore, resolved. That we recommend to the members of 
our churches, total abstinence from distilled liquors, and that 
they, by example, remonstrance, and entreaty, endeavor to 
influence all around them to like abstinence." [Minutes 
Pages 5, 6.] 

And immediately following the above resolution we find 
the Association expressing itself in this manner, in regard 
to the subject of speculative Free-Masonry : 

"On motion, resolved. That this Association recommend to 
brethren, belonging to the Masonic Fraternity, to satisfy the 
churches with which they are connected, thai all allegiance 
to that institution is forever absolved." [Page 6.] 

As new impostors claiming to be ministers in good stand- 
ing were traveling the country and deceiving the people, 
the following very good advice was c;pmmended to the 
churches ; from the minutes of the New York Association ; 
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^Whereas the churches, especially those in country places, 
are frequently imposed upon by men travelling under the 
guise of Baptist ministers ; and whereas the mere publica- 
tion of their names has not successfully checked their iniqui- 
tous career, this Association particularly request and advise 
the brethren, not to invite a stranger to minister in holy 
things, unless he bears with him a recommendation of re- 
cent date, from some regular Baptist church." 

The circular letter was prepared by a committee. Elders 
Hubbell, Johnson and Sandys, as Brother Beal» failed to 
furnish one, who had been appointed the last year to this 
"^rvice. The theme of it is ^* Christian discipline^* or church 
discipline more properly, it might be named. It has some 
good points in it, but it was too hastily written to be re-pHnt- 
ed. The corresponding letter by Elder Hodges, is brief, 
pertinent and paternal, like its excellent author. 

Af^er the business of this interesting session was closed, 
it is recorded ^'harmoniously, the Moderator, in behalf of 
the Association, presented their thanks to the church and 
congregation, for their hospitality and kind attention during 
the session ; and the Association adjourned. Afler*a few 
minutes recess, brother Elnatqan Swbet, of the Berkshire 
Association, preached from Psalms 17 : 15, << As for me, I 
will behold thy face in righteousness, &c.'' at the close of 
which, a contribution was taken up fl»r Foreign Missions, 
amounting to $26,31.* The venerable Father Abu ah 
Peck, of Clifton Park, closed the exercises with an appro- 
priate and feeling address, and prayer. Alter singing the 
hymn, "From whence doth this union arise, &c," the 
brethren dispersed, we trust, with the expectation of meeting 
again, 

"Where perfect peace and friendship reigD, 
Through all eternity" 

Thus did the session close, tt proved the last season, that 
Father Peck ever had with his Shaftshury brethren, to 
whom he had been strongly attached by a forty years inter- 
course. For although he lived after this nearly 20 years, 
the infirmities of three score and ten years prevented his 
ever meeting with them in their associational gatherings ; but 

* The whole tam oontribnted for mtadonary porpoees, was $129,1&. 
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Ills venerable form, and affecting voice cheered the councils 
of the Saratoga Brethren occasionally, till he fell asleep in 
Jesus, Nov. 12th, 184S, aged 90 years, 7 months, and 9 
days. A more extended notice of him may be found in the 
appendix to this work. " In pace quiescat,'* Let him sleep 
in peace. 

1831. 

The Fifty-first Session was held with the Stamford church 
in a mountain town of Vermont, lying north of Adams, 
Mass. This is the only session of the body ever held there, 
as it was a small church, in a bye place, rendering it incon- 
venient, for the brethren to assemble there. Elder Philip 
Roberts, Jr., of 1 Nassau, preached the opening sermon from 
JE!ph 2:8, " For by grace are ye saved, through faith." 
Elder Hubbell was chosen Moderator, and Br. G. W. 
Beal, Clerk, The Association was cheered by good news 
from several churches that had been favored with revival 
influences, which began to prevail early this year in the 
land, and spread, ere its close, very extensively over large 
sections of our whole country, east, west, north and south. 
It was emphatically a "year of the right hand of the Most 
High," and tens of thousands bowed to the sceptre of King 
Jesus, and became his willing subjects in this day of God's 
power. 

There were 25 churches stfll held in the connection, but 
from three of them, no information was received. There 
were 15 ministers in the body, but only 9 of them were pre- 
sent ; and 6 licentiates, (of whom A, Woodward, F. S, Parke, 
Harvey Slade^ and Thomas Brand,) have become ordained 
ministers ; 131 had been baptised ; 36 added by letter ; while 
64 had been dismissed ; 33 excluded ; and 32 had died, leav- 
ing a total of 1,920 in the 22 churches represented by let- 
ters or messengers. The statistics of the other churches are 
net given. The table of statistics which we re -print this year 
will show what churches had been refreshed with mercy 
drops, as well as the destitution of Pastors, hardly one half, 
enjoying a regular ministry, at this time. And yet God 
was mindful of his weary heritage. 

The circular letter this year, was prepared at the time by 
a committee, Eldef^ Johnson and Teasdale, and was on 
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** Prayer ;" secret, family and social. We insert the follow- 
ing extract in regard io family prayer^ it is so truthful^ and 
&• much needed in the present day. 
/ " Another duty in connection with this suhjeet, is that oi family 
prayer. It would seem almost unnecessary to urge Christians to the 
performance of this duty, since the word of God affords the most in- 
dubitable evidence, not only of its propriety, but of its necessity and 
usefulness. But lamentable as the fact may appear, we are compelled 
to believe that, by many pious heads of families, this subject is treat. 
ed with cold indifference and utter neglect Christian parents ! have 
you no regard for the welfare of your children ? and no regard for the 
honor of God ? 

** Then neglect no longer the family altar ; and treat no longer with 
indifference this delightful duty. But why do Christians neglect 
family prayers ? Is it because they have no talents adequate to the 
task ! Ah I Christian, think again ; do you complain for want of 
talents to ask of a friend the favors you need ? Who would think of 
excusing his neighbor for suffering want and distress, if he were told 
it originated only from his want of talents to ask for the things he 
needed ? Why then do christians neglect fiEunily prayer ? From 
yarious causes, as perfectiy unreasonable as the one already mention- 
ed. But are there no excuses for the neglect of family prayer ? We 
know of none. Nor do we know of any class of christians, who have 
families, that are exempt from this duty. No good reason ean be giv 
en, then, why family prayer may be neglected ; but on the contrary 
the most coquent arguments might be adduced, to show its utility, 
and prove its importance." 

The corresponding letter was supplied by the digest of 
the state of the churches. Few minutes or messengers 
were received from the corresponding bodies this y^ar. It 
is to be supposed that the work of ministers at home was so 
great this year, gathering in the bountiful harvest of souls, 
that they could not undertake long journeys abroad even to 
attend associational meetings. A resolution was passed in 
favor of the Baptist General Tract Society at Philadelphia, 
and commending its publications to the patronage of the 
churches. 

And the following item is recorded on page 6 of the min* 
utes : " With regard to the request from the Waterford 
church, we answer. That, as an Assodadon, we have no 
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power to advise, but are of the opinion that Speculative 
Free-Mmonry is an institution whose obligations and ten- 
dency, are hostile to Christianity, and we advise the church- 
es to have no fellowship or connection with it, and that all 
their members should be required to wholly separate tbem- 
selres froifi it." Thus, for two successive years did this 
body commit itself against the system of darkness, that had 
so long flourished among us, even captivating oiir ministers ^ 
as well as many of our private members, by its false glare 
of piety and benificence. May its shadow never again dark- 
en our land ; Bor its offspring, secret societies, under what- 
ever plausible name, be again fellowshipped among the saints 
of Qod. If there is good in these societies, and nothing incom- 
patible with the benign religion of the gospel, why should 
not their light shine abroad by day and by night ; that all may 
walk by it ? Is it not hiding their light under a bushel for 
these orders to screen themselves from the public eye, by 
seeking the covert of the night, and in a room always guard- 
ed with drawn swords, or war-cluhs, against the ingress of 
intruders who are uninitiated in the pretended mysteries ? 
How unlike Christianity that does everything openly in the 
light of day, that it promounces good ; and like its Benifi- 
cent Author, submits its claims to public examination, before 
it asks our confidence and suffrages ! without any oaths, or 
promises about it, except to do all in our power, to make 
known as widely as possible, its beneficial ti-uths and institu- 
tions for the good of man. ** I spake openly to the world : 
I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither 
the Jews always resort ; and in secret have I said nothing." 
These are the recorded words of our great Teacher, (in 
John 18 : 20,) and how can we claim to be his disciples while 
we unite in sustaining a system of secret combinations of 
worldly men, or for mere wordly purposes, in which we must 
often, if not always, sink the christian, for the sake of a tempo- 
rary wordly gain. And the idea so absurdly held by some, 
that Jesus Christ the righteous, was, or C9uld be, a member 
of such a combination of men, is perfect blasphemy. But 
enough upon this subject here ; although we consider the 
danger of our churches and members is not past, until they 
resolve with united voice and act, to " have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, hut rather reprove 
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Am" as the apostle watDed his Brethren against the Gre- 
dan mysteries of his day, (see Eph. 5 : 11.) But one ser- 
mon, beside the introductory, is recotded as having been 
preached duriag this session. This was on Wednesday P. M., 
by Elder I. Keacb, from John 1 : S4. " Jesus saith unto 
them, my meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to 
fioisfa his work." The funds collected this year for mission- 
ary purposes was S107,9S, of which the largest portion was 
Bent to the Baptist Boaj-d of Foreign Missions ; the rest to 
the New York Baptist State Convention. 
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Thus have we brought down the aonals of this hodf to 
the close of the fifth decade of years, and within the memoiy 
of many now living, in these various churches. It would 
be unnecessary to extend our work but a few pages more, 
in Dairating the facts tke last twenty years furnish us, ex- 
cept for the sake of gBDerations to come, who will demand our 
faithfulness to these later periods of our Aaaociational history. 
Hence, we shall, more briefly, but faithfully aa possible, 
gketeh-the progress of the body for the twenty .years just 
past, and rise from ihia laborious task, in the hope that It 
has not been in vain. 

During this period, from 1822 to 1831, one new aasodft- 
tion, the BerktMre, was formed— partly from this body, 
taking ofi'bul few churches, however. Six ehurehet nnited 
with the body in this time, Arlington, Benniitglon, 2d, Ifat- 
gaUj Schenectady, Sheffield and Waterford, mostly youDg 
chff^bes ; while ten churches vere dismissed to othar 
bodies, or dropped from the connection. No ministers, aa we 
find by the minutes, died in this period in their pastorate! j 
but many removed. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Annah of tk$ hody from 1882 to 1841 ; or the sixth d0cade of years* 
A period of diminution. 

We come, now, to the record of those events which are 
within the memory of many yet living. This period of 
ten years, from 1832 to 1841, is one of some interest, and 
considerable change in the state of the churches, that com- 
posed the body at its commencement. Quite a number of 
churches were dismissed, and some dropped during this 
period. From 24 churches in 1832, the association de- 
creased to only 8, in 1841. And the membership also 
diminished from 2,495, to 793, in the latter year. This 
great decrease was in consequence of a plan that now pre- 
vailed, of associating those churches in one body, that were 
in the same county, or nearly adjacent, where there were 
enough to make an association in each county. Hence, the 
Berkshire Association had been organized in the previous 
period, of those churches in that county ; and hence, during 
the present period, the Stephentown Association was formed 
of churches in the County of Rensselaer, in part,* and ia 
Columbia, lying back from the river. The churches along 
the Hudson, had now generally fallen in with the Hudson 
River Association ; and because only the churches in the 
back towns of Columbia and Rensselaer counties went into 
this new body, they did not designate theh association by 
the name of either county, but afl^r the oldest church in 
their body, or that where the association was formed, ^£o 
this body seven or eight churches were dismissed, in 1^2, 
and to the Hudson River and others, some four or five 
more were dismissed in three years ; and thus, in the course 
often years, by dismissions and departures from the body, 
it was reduced to the feeble band of eight churches, in 1841 , 
all but one, the Hoosick, in Benningiion co., Yt. 
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1832. 

The fifty-second anniversary was held with the 1st, 
Sbafisbury Church, Elder Mattison's, again this year, and 
it was a session ofgreat joy aod interest, from the accounts 
of revival that came up front almost every charch in the 
body. £ldsb liLTBBBLL, of Clifton Park, preached ths 
opening sermon, from 1 Peter, 5:5. "Be clothed with 
hamiliti/." Gldb& I. Kba.ch, was moderator and Elders * 
Jbrbuia^h Hall, of Bennington, and C. W. Hodoes, of 
3d Shaftsbury, clerkt. Perhaps it might be well to here 
give the statistics of this year from the minutes, with the 
pastors names, which will show how general and powerful 
the revival had been among the churches. 
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Truly, this was a merciful visitation of God's grace, that 
brought in so many new recruits into the army of Zion, in 
these churches. Great showers descended upon other 
churches in the vicinity, once in this association, as well as 
throughout the country. To the White Creek Church, that 
bad absented itself for three years from the body, and was 
dropped this year, 111 had been added by baptism. And 
to the Hartford Church, once in the body, 79 had been 
* added, under the care of Elder George Witherell, also of 
this association, formerly ; and to the old Bottskill, or Elder 
Barber's church, the unusual number of 186, had been 
added by baptism. These, and some other adjacent churches^ 
had formed a new body, called the Bottskill Association, in 
1831, which took decidedly anti-masonic ground, having the 
following article in their constitution, viz : " Art. II. No 
church, who refuse to apply the laws of Christ, or who do 
not apply them for the entire removal of speculative free* 
masonry from their fellowship, shall be numbered in the 
Association" This body embraced 7 churches at first, with 
1,336 members ; increased to 9 churches, 8 ministers and 
1,429 members, in 1833 ; and was afterward blended in 
1835, with the Washington^ into the Washington Union 
Association, which embraces all the churches in the county, 
and some in Warren county beside. The Berkshire 
churches had baptised some 160 into their fellowship ; the 
Saratoga about 300 ; and the Hudson River more than 
600, in their churches. Thus, did G^d magnify his grace 
toward his people in these churches, once forming but one 
body, and add to them all, in a single year, some 1,500 or 
1,800 members. "0 that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men** 

As to the business of this session, it was various, but all 
done in harmony. The following action respecting the 
origin of the Stepheutown Association, we put upon record 
here. 

'^ 9. The churches of Stephentown, Ist and 2d Nassau, 
Chatham, 1st and 2d Canaan, and Austerlitz, having re- 
quested a dismission to join the Stephentown Association ; 
and the church of Schenectady having requested a dismis- 
sion to join the Hudson River Association, and the Stephen- 
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CowQ Association having requested a correepoodence witk 
118, it was voted, that a committee foe appointed to take into 
consideration these requests. Brethren Hodges, Hendryz 
and Beid were appointed, who made the following reporl 
the next day. 

^ 28. The Committee to whom was referred the request 
of the churdies wishing to be dismissed from this bodj, and 
the request of the Stephentown Association, presented tfa» 
following report : 

<< Tour Committee recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing-*^ 

** 1st. Sezohedj That we cordially approve the course 
which our brethren have taken in forming said Association ; 
that we cherish towards them feelings of fraternal affecdoa, 
cmd that we cheerfuliy comply with their request to open a 
correspondence with them. 

^ 2d. RetcHved^TY^X die churches, which have requested 
to be dismissed fronl tkUy to connect with that Assodatioi^ 
have their request granted. 

^'3d. Resolved, That the church in Schenectady have 
pennission to connect with the Hudson River Assocsatkm, 
agreeably to their request. . 

<< Respectfully submitted, €. W. Hodges^ CQminfumJ* 

**• The report was accepted, and the resolutions passed.^ 

^36. Voted, That the church in Bgremont have the 
privilege, in accordance with their request, to unite with 
the Stephentown Association, if they shall be so disposed*'* 
And further, in another item of business, we see the loss of 
one more church. 

'< 25. Voted, That the church in White Cre^, which has 
united with another Association, be dropped fr<»n pur 
minutes." 

Thus, were ten churches disposed of at one session, and 
sent away from their foster mother, with the sMne blessii^) 
and this new body fellowshipped with the same cordiality ^ 
feeling, that the SanOoga and Berkshire Associations had 
been, and with a similar dowry of Baptist territory. 

The committee appointed in 1825 to gather the materials 
fer a history of the Association, and continued from year to 
year up to this time, were discharged from this service and 

10 
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notbiDg was ever done to carry out the original design of 
the plan, as far as we can learn. Had the results of their 
labor been preserred in the minutes, or some other printed 
form, it might have saved the compiler of this work, much 
hard labor, and perhaps rescued from oblivion, facts that 
we are now unable to reach. 

The Missionary work received the attention of the body 
at this session, and an able report on Foreign Missions, was 
read and printed in the minutes, from the pen of Elder £. B. 
Smith, now of New Hampton, N. H., which recommended 
to the Associations of the State of Vermont, to assume the 
support of brother and sister Brown, missionaries to Burmah, 
who were about to sail this year, for their field of labor. 
Some 8153,84, had been sent forward to the Treasurer of 
the Association for benevolent purposes by the churches this 
year; of which S24,12 was a collection taken up after a 
sermon by Elder Ashlbt Vaughn, from Isaiah 40 : 11, 
during this session. Another sermon was preached by Eld- 
er E. B. Smith from Jude 21, ^^Keep yourselves in the love 
of God^^ on Wednesday, P. M. 

The Sunday School, Home Mission and Tract causes 
were commended to the favorable regard of the churches 
and members of this body by appropriate resolutions. And 
here we might remark that the full amount of all monies 
contributed in this body cannot be embraced in the returns 
we have given from year to year, but only what was brought 
up to the meetings of the Association by the churches at 
their annual gatherings. There were other channels through 
which the benevolence of these churches found their way to 
the treasury of the Lord for various purposes, and the whole 
account of which is not here presumed at all. In Shafts- 
bury, as early as 1816, a missionary society had been form- 
ed auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions ; and 
it is not likely that the collections of this society were al- 
ways, if generally y reported to the Association. At least 
this present year they made no report of any monies, and 
we cannot think that while God was blessing the three 
churches in Shafstbury with an addition of some 112 or 115 
members, they did nothing for the cause of God abroad. 
Indeed it is said in the digest of the letters from the churchei^y 
for this year> of the 3d church ; '^ This chureh is actively 
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engaged in the cause of benevolence." And of the church 
in Schenectady it is said : '*Its mt^mbers are engaged in the 
cause of benevolence, and have contributed about 860 for 
missionary purposes." And of the Bennington church also 
it is said ; **They have a Sabbath School and Bible class, 
and aid the cause of benevolence." And yet none of these 
churches reported any sumr of money, as having been con- 
tributed during the year, in the printed receipts of the board 
of the Missionary Society, within the bounds of the Associ- 
ation. And while the little church at Schenectady gave 
sixty dollars, and the Clifton Park church reported some 
948,36, shall we not suppose that the sister churches did 
likewise, for various objects of Christian beneficence ? 

In looking over the receipts of money published in the 
American Baptist Magazine of March, 1832, the following 
entry is found, viz : 

" The Vermont Baptist State Convention, per John Co- 
nant, Esq., Treasurer, being a collection made by the Cen- 
tral Baptist church, in Shaftsbury, on the first Monday in 
January, 1832, in aid of the Burman Mission, $70,00.'' 
And doubtless many other churches did likewise. 

The circular and corresponding letters were by Elder I. 
Mattison this year ; the first being a very well written 
document on various subjects, adapted to the times. This 
very agreeable session closed with a sermon by Brother 
A. D. Gillette, and>the brethren hied them away to their 
homes and their work in the vineyard of the Lord. 

1833. 

The Fifty-third Anniversary was held at Bennington, 
East village, as then called, with that young and prospering 
church, of only 6 years standing, on the 5th and 6th days of 
June, according to appointment. The opening sermon was 
by Elder I. Keach, (as Elder E. Marshall, the appointed 
preacher, failed) from 2 Cor. 12 : 7-9. Elder Hubbell 
presided for the fifth time in seven years, as Moderator^ and 
Brother G. W. Beal was chosen cXerh^ for the tenth time ;' 
and Elder Keach, assistant. 

Only 13 churches were represented this year having 10 
ministers and 3 licentiates. The statistics of the body give 
us 3 restored, 59 baptised, 63 added by lettet^ 76 dismissed. 
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11 excluded, 22 deceased, and a total of 1,540 in these 13 
charches. The largest additions by baptism had been as 
follows; to Bennington, 6; Clifton Park, 8; Hoosick, 12 5 
Pittstown, 13 ; 3 Shaftsbury, 8. The Manchester church, 
under the care of Elder Moses Field, was added this ses- 
sion, with a membership of 87, of whom some 30 had been 
baptised during the revival of 1831. This church was in 
this body for a year or two in 1784, '85 ; when it united 
with other churches to the north and west of it, in forming 
the Vermont Association in 1785, and continued some 8 or 
10 years. It then remained unassociated so far as we can 
ascertain till 1818, when it united again with adjacent 
churches to the north and east of it, in forming the Man^ 
Chester Association, which continued only about 10 or 12 
years, and was broken up in 1830. And now, as the Shafls- 
bury body had become narrowed down in its territory to 
Bennington county, or nearly so, this church sought a con- 
nection with it, and has been represented, nearly every year 
since. 

The subject of ministerial, and general education received 
the attention of the body ; and resolutions were passed in 
favor of the " Vermont Literary and Scientific Institution" 
at Brandon ; and " Union Academy" at Bennington, both 
designed to be under the patronage and control of the Bap* 
tbt denomination; The circular letter by Elder J. Hall, 
was upon "the need of more ministers, and the means of 
their supply," and is an interesting document. It says : 

*'0f the 5,322 Baptist churches in the United States 2,426 are des' 
titote of pastors. This deficiency is increasing every year. In the 
year 1882, about 400 Baptist churches were constituted, while the 
increase of ordained ministers, was only about 200.'' Again says 
this circular : ''But we belieye this deficiency is not to be attributed 
to any inattention on the part of Gtod, to the wants of the church, or 
the world. We cannot suppose that Gk>d has purposely withheld a 
competent supply of ministers; or that he has not called to the work 
a sufficient number to supply the wants of his church. We believe 
that a sufficient number of men in our churches, whose qualifications 
of heart, and of mind, are 6udi as to render them useful in the minis' 
try, have been called of God to f«'each the €k>8pel. But while maoy 
hkTe riin, wit^ui being aenty we believe there are many who are 
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called of Qod to preach the Qospel, that neglect, tor years, and per* 
haps, entirely, this important duty. To these diffident or disobedient 
BOQs of Zion, we fear the charches have not done their duty ; but that 
we have brought upon ourseWes, by our unfaithfulness, this destitu- 
tion of ministerial labor, as well as that barrenness of eeul, of whioh 
we complain at our present session." 

The inquiry is then raised : " What can the ehurehis do toward mp» 
plytng thU deficiency of vUniBterial labor f To this inquiry, we an- 
swer, that they can do, vhat they ought to do^ and that they ought to 
do what Ood requires them to do, **l. They can pray for an increase 
of ministers.** This is urged home with varied illustration and 
pathos. 

" 2. They can seek out and encourage the gifts with which Qod 
has blessed them." 

** 3. They can very much increase the amount of ministerial labor, 
by affording such support to those already in the field, that they ean 
devote themselves wholly to the work of the miniBtry.** 

This is but the outline of this timely circul^ir, for these 
days ; but we forbear any farther extracts for want of rooin« 
The following Nota Bena, is found on the last page of l^e 
minutes. 

^^N. B. — We would respiectfully notice the death of our 
much esteemed and laborious fs^thers in the ministry, Stb* 
PHBN Olmstead, and Justus Hull, who have closed their 
earthly, and entered on their heavenly career." 

These aged servants of God were for nearly forty years 
connected with this Association. Elder Hull was appointed 
preacher at Adams, or 1 Cheshire, in 1786, and his name is 
found almost every year since till 1832, or for 47 years, 
though not alwdys able to be present in his later years. 
Elder Hull was the founder, and pastor of the Berlin church 
for over 40 years, although he seems to have labored in the 
evening of his days, with the first Nassau. A further notice 
of him may be seen iu the Appendix. 

Elder Olmstead's name occurs first in the minutes of 
1793, and is continued in an almost uninterrupted succes- 
sion as a member, of the body, and attended its anniversa- 
ries for about 40 years, or till 1831, when he was present 
for the last time with his brethren. He was an active pas- 
tor, if not a great preacher, and trained his ohuroh to sustain, 
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as they did usually from year to year, the cause of missions 
by their liberal benefactions. He did some missionary ser- 
Tice for the Association, in western New- York, and in Can- 
ada ; and was oHen a delegate to corresponding Associations, 
from the Shaftsbury body. He had ceased to be pastor of 
the Schodack church, over which he had presided from 1797 
to 1831, or a period of 35 years ; when he was gathered to 
his fathers, and his place on earth made vacant forever. A 
brief obituary of him, may be found in the Am. Baptist 
Magazine for Jan. 1833. 

1834. 

The Fifty-fourth Session was held at Hoosick Comers^ 
with Elder Keach's church, on the 4th and 5th days of June, 
as usual. Elder M. Field of Manchester, preached the 
opening sermon from Psalms 118 : 25. Elder Hubbell 
served as Moderator for the last time in this body ; and El- 
der J. Hall was Glerh But 13 churches now in the body, 
with 13 ordained ministers and 4 licentiates. The table of 
statistics, shows 4 restored, 88 baptised, 33 added by letter, 
107 dismissed, 63 excluded and dropped, 27 died ; and a 
total of 1,510 in all the churches. There had been some 
revivals in the following churches : Bennington, received 12 
by baptism; Clifton Park 31 ; making them 371 strong ; 
Pittstown, 1 ; and 1 Shaflsbury 22. These gatherings 
were the results of protracted meeting efforts mostly, in these 
several churches. 

Another loss ef churches was suffered this year, as the 
following vote testifies : " Votedy on request, that the church- 
es of Clifton Park, Waterford, and Schodack, have liberty 
to withdraw from this, to join other Associations." Thus did 
the Clifton Park church with its Pastors, and large member- 
ship, take their leave, after a connection of about 40 years 
with this body, during which they never failed to be repre- 
sented by pastors or brethren, save in the year 1800. 
And so the Schodack church had been for about 48 years in 
the body, and was generally represented by its venerable 
pastor Elder S, Olmstead, and some of his brethren, from 
the year 1793 when his name first appears in the minutes as 
a delegate. This church was called New Bethlehem, on the 
minutes, from 1786 till 1799, when, upon the formation of 
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the town of Schodack, it took the latter name. All three of 
these churches were so far located from the centre of the 
Association, and could be so much easier convened with 
other bodies, that it was reasonable to grant them a dismis- 
sion. They are now each associated in their own county ; 
the first and last in the Saratoga body ; and the Schodack 
with the Stephentown. 

Various resolutions we) e passed this session in favor of 
the American Bible Society, in **giving the word of God to 
the whole reading population of the world in a given time," 
the cause of Sunday Schools ; Tracts, Temperance, Minis- 
terial Education, and Home and Foreign Missions ; and al- 
so commendatory of the "monthly concert of prayer on the 
first Monday of every, month." About $72,11 were received 
during the session from some of the churches, and individu- 
als ; of which the Clifton Park church and society, sent up 
$38,26. No doubt a much larger sum besides, had been 
contributed by the various churches, during the year, to 
benevolent objects. A closing sermon was preached this 
session by Elder H. F. Baldwin, of the Washington Asso- 
ciation, and a missionary collection taken of $8,43. And on 
Wednesday, P. M., Elder B. M. Hill, of the Hudson River 
body preached to the Association. 

The circular letter was written by Elder E, D. Bitbbell, 
this year ; and its theme was *' Regeneration ; its AiUhar^ 
Means, Subjects, and Effects." It is a worthy document, 
and from the latter branch of it we select the following ex- 
tracts which will show its character : 

'* Regeneration not only implants new life, but places its possessor 
'n a new Htuatian. Jt gives him a name, and a place, in the Kingdom 
o f God, and of Christ ** Who bath delivered as from the power of 
darkness, and bath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son." 
(Ool. I, 18.) They are "no more strangers and foreigners, but fel- 
low'citizens with the saints, and of the household of God." (Eph. 
2 : 6, 19.) Regeneration confers a new character, A regenerated man 
is a holy man, God has not called him unto nncleanliness, but unto 
holiness. (1 Thes. 4 : 7.) Paul styles them " holy Brethren, par- 
takers of the heavenly calling.** (Heb. 4 : 1.) Regenerated men are 
styled saints, brethren of the Lord, and considered as chosen and 
faithful 
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** It may be thought of little eonsequeoce, to hare our minds well 
taught Id this doctrine; but it cannot be thought of little moment, 
when we consider that unleu a man is regenevattd^ he cannot see the 
Kingdom of Gk>d. It is important that we know in what it eonsistsy 
and the effects which it produces. If any man be a lover of God, he 
fe bom of God ; "for every one that lovetk^ is boiti of Gk)d, and know- 
•th Gk>d. (1 John, 4:7.) *" If a man love me, he wili keep my 
words, and my Father will love him ; and we wili come unto him, and 
make our abode with him." (John, 14 : 23.) If we then, as profes> 
•ors of the religion of Jesus, dSo not reverence his commandments, and 
make it our employment to obey them, we give lamentable proof that 
we are ignorant of regenerating grace. Whatever may have been our 
pretensions to piety , our exercises of sorrow or of joy, if there be not 
an abiding principle of /ove, producing good works, we may rest as- 
sured, we have no well grooaded evidence of conversion to God. 

** We deem it then, of great importance to every Christian, rightly 
to understand the nature of this change. If the change within us, be 
not a ehange wrought by the spirit of God, it is not such a one as the 
scriptures describe, and requires. Such is the deep-rooted depravity 
of the heart, none but an onuupoten't power can remove it. " None 
ean bring a elean thing out of an unclean." No power of moral sua^ 
sion can work reformation in such a mind. Nor should we rest satis- 
fied with any such external reformation, as may be |»rodueed by any 
power, save that which brings to unfeigxked repentance, and confes- 
sion df sin. If our soids have been truly regenerated, God should 
have all the ^ory. And shall those who have been bom from above, 
ever stop to assign to any ifnstrumeBt that praise which is due to 
the great First Cause f Let us remember, that herein is our heaven- 
ly Father glorified, that we bear much fruit. Regeneration in its ef- 
fects on our hearts and lives, secures at once the glory of God, our 
happiness here, and our eternal glorification in a better world ; while 
his holy name there receives all the (H-aise. Let us with heartfelt 
gratitude sing with the Pbet ; 

'^Oh to grace how great a debtor, 

* Daily Tm constrained to be ; 

*' Let thy goodness like a fetter, 

* Bind my wandering heart to thee.' "* 
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1835. 

The Fifty-fifth Session was held with the 3(1 Shaftsbury 
church, under the pastoral care of Elder Wareham VValker, 
for some years, after Elder Hodges removed in 1833. The 
opening sermon was preached by Elder Thomas Marshall 
of Arlington, from Math. 21, 28; "Son, go work to-day 
in my vineyard." Elder I. Keach was chosen Moderator, 
and Elders Silas Kennet of Manchester, and W« 
Walker, - Clerks, There were only ten churches in the 
body now, with 7 ministers and 5 licentiates. 133 had been 
baptised in all the churches, 33 added by letter, 46 dismiss- 
ed, 15 excluded, 19 died, and a total of 1,092 in fellowship. 
The Pownal church under the care of Elder Elihu Butch- 
er, had received the large number of 59 by baptism ; Sd 
Shaflsbury 24 ; and Stamford 36, having two licentiates, 
Br. Merritt House, who was their Pastor, and Z. M. PoW' 
ers. These were refreshing sho^yers upon those churches, 
and made the session one of interest to the brethren. 

The usual routine'of business was transacted, and a ser- 
mon by Elder E. Sweet of the Berkshire Association, was 
preached on Wednesday, P. M., from 1 Pet. 4 : 18, ** And 
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear ?*' And on Thursday a sermon was 
preached at 11 o'clock, by Elder John Peck, from Acts 14: 
7, " And there they preached the Gospel ;" when a collec- 
tion of S25,88 was taken up for the cause of Home or Do- 
mestic Missions. Others subscribed afterwards of enough 
to raise this sum to $31,63. And. a special effort was made 
at this session to raise $100,00 for the Northern Baptist 
Education Society in the bounds of the Association ; of which 
$65,00 was pledged on the spot. 

The circular letter was by Elder Isarel Reach, and was 
a very well- written epistle of fraternal advice upon the sub- 
ject of " Church discipline." It was worthy of its author 
and the Association who' printed it. But we cannot spare 
room for it, and to extract, would mar the beauty of the 

whole. 

1836. 

The session of this year, wi^ held held with the Manches* 
ter church, in the Baptist meeting hoqse at Factory Point 

10» 
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being the first session of this body erer held there. As this 
appointed preacher, and his alternate, were absent, the Asso- 
ciation, after organizing, by the appointment of Elder Si- 
las Kbnnet, for Moderator J and Elder Walker for 
Olerkf invited Elder J. M. Geayes of the Woodstock as- 
sociation to preach the opening sermon, who accordingly de- 
livered a discourse from Isaiah, 60 ; 1 '< Arisen shine ; for 
thi/ Light is comej and the Glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee:' 

Only 6 of the 9 churches left in the body, were represent. 
ed, at this session ; having 5 ministers, 4 of them present, 
and no licentiates. The churches that gave their statistics 
reported in all, 10 added by Baptism, 19 by letter ; while 
20 had been dismissed, 7 excluded, and 6 died ; with a total 
of 993 in the body. " The let church in Pittstown hav- 
ing dissolved its connection with the Association, and re- 
quested that its name be dropped from our minutes," says 
the record of this year, page 5th : " It was voted that the 
request be complied with. 

The following report of a committee on the subject, will 
show the feelings of this body in regard to the treatment 
Baptists received from the American Bible Society. 

" Your committee, to whom was referred the considera- 
tion of the late proceedings of the American Bible Society, 
and the events growing out of those proceedings, in which, 
as Baptists, we have a special interest, respectfully report : 
That having examined the subject submitted to them, it ap- 
pears, that a majority of that Societys, Board of Managers, 
on the 17th of Febuary last, decided no longer to aid in the 
translation, printing or distributing of any versions of the 
Scriptures into foreign languages, except those which ** con- 
form in the principle of their translation^ to the common 
JEnglish version f in other words, those in which the words 
. BaptizOy Baptizma, and their cognates, are transferred in- 
stead of being translated. It appears further, that the Socie- 
ty, notwithstanding the sole design of its formation, as avow- 
ed by its founders was the * dissemination of the Scriptures 
in the received verions where they exist, and in the most faith- 
ful, where they may be required,' confirmed at its late anni- 
versary, the above decision of its Board ; and that, in conse- 
qu^ce, a «ow organization was formed on the 13th of May 
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la8t,'bj a meeting of Baptist ministers and brethren from 
different sections of the United States, under the name of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society." The object 
of the Society thus organized, is to circulate the Word of 
God throughout the world, in the most faithful tramiaiumi 
that can be obtained. In view of the above facts, we beg 
leave to submit, the following resolutioo : 

^ 1 Resolved^ That we disapprove the decision of the 
American Bible Society's Boanl, above referred to ; and 
that we regard it as an unwarrantable Interference with the 
duty of those who are engaged in the translation of the 
Scriptures into other tongues. 

^ 2 Resolved^ That we highly approve of the formation of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society ; and that we re- 
commend to the churches composing this body, the speedy 
organization of auxiliaries to that Society, and a vigorons 
co-operation in carrying forward its designs. 

'' 3 Resolrsdj That we will make an effort to raise within 
this association, during the present year, to aid the objects 
of the above named Society, the sum of two hundred dol- 
lars." 

'^ The report was accepted, the resolutions were paseedy 
and the corresponding Secretary was instructed to lay the 
subject before the churches composing the association." 

Thus early did tliis Body enlist in the work of the Bible 
cause among their own Brethren, and they have never given 
back from their position. There was no circular printed in 
minutes, but Elder Kennet reported one, which was accept- 
ed, and a vote of the body, requested its publication in the 
Vermont Telegraph, a Baptist paper, then printed at Bran- 
don, Vl a sermon was prei^ched on Thursday, by Eldsb 
Moses Field, from the Hudson River Association, from 
Bom. 11: 20; *^ Be not high minded, but fear f and a 
collection - followed of $7,56 for foreign missions. This 
session was interesting and harmonious ; and although there 
had been no revivals among the churches, they seem to have 
been growing in the spirit of Benevolent action, and le- 
midned steadfast in the doctrines and order of the gospel. 

1837. 

The anniversary for this year, was held with the JPaw* 
nal Baptist Church, on W^nesday and Thnnday^ Jona 
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7th and 8th, according to appointment, the introdtlctorj 
sermon was delivered by Bider Mattison, from Jer. 6 : 
16. *' Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ctshfoT the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall Jind rest for your souls. But they saidy 
we will not walk thereinJ' 

The body was organized by the choice of Elder Keach, 
for Moderator, and Elder Walker, C/edb. Only six 
charches were represented this year, those at Manchester, 
2d Shaflsbury and Stamford, sending no information of 
their condition. There were six ministers in the body, who 
were all present ; and two licentiates, fiut it had been 
a year of great dearth again, as to revivals, and only seven 
had been baptized, in all the churches ; 23 added by letter ; 
31 had been dismissed by letter ; 2 excluded and 9 had 
deceased ; while 948 remained in fellowship, counting the 
absent churches, as at the last returns from them. A ser- 
mon was preached on Wednesday by Professor Hascall, 
formerly of the Hamilton Institution, N. Y., who plead the 
cause of the American and Foreign Bible Society ; as its 
agent. The text was in Rom. 1 : 14, 15. *^ lam a debtoTy 
both to the Greeks and to the barbarians, both to the wise^ 
and to the unwise. So much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the Gospel to you who are at Rome also" Whether 
the Association had redeemed their pledge •f last year, 
does not appear in the minutes ; but this discourse, was a 
close appeal to the heart and conscience to pay what was 
owing to the cause of God, and his perishing creatures, who 
had not the Bread of Life. 

This Association took high ground on the subject of total 
abstinence from all intoxicating drinks ; as it had years 
before against the use of ardent spirits ; as the following 
words will testify. 

" Whereas, The subject of Temperance has called forth 
the efforts of our citizens and church members for its pro- 
motion in years past, by which much good has been accom- 
plished ; yet a new impulse seems necessary to carry for- 
ward and perfect the reformation, therefore : 

'^ Resolved, That this Association recommend this subject 
to the attention of the churches and individuals, to abstain 
from the use and traffic of all intoxicating liquors as a 
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drink, believing that it is the duty and privilege of all pro- 
fessing godliness to stand aloof from such drinks, except for 
sacramental and medicinal purposes." This was the year 
following the great National Temperance Convention, at 
Saratoga Springs, in the summer of 1836, when the friends 
of the cause so unanimously came up to the new pledge^ re- 
quiring the disuse of all intoxicating drinks as a beverage ; 
and the above resolution shows how promptly this Associa- 
tion sustained, as they have frequently done since, this 
higher lata of the Temperance friends in our land. 

And the subject of American Slavery has often received 
the disapproval of this body, as the resolutions passed at 
this session will show for a specimen. We quote two of 
them. 

^< 1. Resolvedy That in the deliberate judgment of this 
Association, to traffic in the bodies and souls of men ; to 
buy or sell them, or to claim or hold them as property, 
under any pretence whatever, is sin ; that it involves a 
flagrant violation of the rights of mas, and a bold infringe- 
ment of the laws of God ; and that it is entirely inconsis- 
tent with the benevolent spirit, and holy precepts of the 
gospel of Christ. 

" 2. Resolved, That as the disciples of Him who was sent 
" to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are hound, we acknowledge ourselves to 
be under solemn obligation to remember and sympathize 
with such as are in bonds, especially our brethren in the 
Lord ; faithfully to employ such moral means as may be 
within our reach, to effect the universal emancipation of the 
enslaved, to break every yoke, and let the oppressed go 
freer 

In other resolutions, it is recommended that the Northern 
Baptist churches, address their Southern ^ brethren who 
may be implicated in this sin, in the language of kind, but 
firm and earnest remonstrance ;" and that " the churches of 
this body, record their testimony against this sin most deci- 
dedly, and co-operate in sending letters of admonition to 
their Southern brethren ;" as far as it may be practicable to 
combine the testimony and remonstrances of sister churches 
on this subject. No circrdar was printed this year ; 
although one was approved. 
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1838. 

The fifty-eighth session was held at Bennington, June 
6th and 7th ; and Elder Harmon Ellis, preached the in- 
troductory sermon, from Math. 5 : 16. Elder Stephen 
HuTCHiNS, was elected Moderator, and Br. Norman N. 
Wood, Clerh There were 9 churches represented, one of 
which, the 2d Berlin, was admitted, at this session, with a 
membership of 42. It was a temporary or ganization that 
arose out of some difficulties in the old Berlin church, and 
was soon absorbed into the mother church, by a change of 
policy in regard to their pastor, and was never represented 
In the association again. There were 19 ministers in the 
body, as reported; and there had been 64 baptized; 23 
added by letter ; while 22 had been dismissed, 8 excluded ; 
20 dropped, all in one church ; and 12 had deceased, leav- 
ing a total of 986 in all the churches. There had been 
some revival in Hoosick, where 25 had been baptised, and 
in Pownal, where 20 had been baptized by Elder T. S. 
Rogers, who was ordained in Oct., 1837, and was for a year 
in charge of that church. A formidable array o^ preambles and 
resolutions on the various objects of benevolent regard pat- 
ronized by the association, occupies 3 or 4 pages of the 
minutes of this year, but no chapter of acts in the shape of 
a table of contributions can be found. And yet it is pre- 
sumed that the churches did not neglect, in some measure, 
to act out the good resolutions commended to them by the 
doings of the association.] Sermons were preached, by Elder 
H.F.Baldwin, of the Washington Union body; and by 
Elder M. M. Evarts, of the Cortland Association, N. Y,, 
during this session. 

The circular letter^ was again resumed in the minutes of 
this year, and was a plea for Ministerial Edtu:ation, written 
by Elder S. Hutchins, of Bennington. It was a readable 
production, but we cannot insert it at all. The session was 
harmonious throughout, and interesting, says the record of 
its doings, *• with the manifestation of a highly commenda- 
ble degree of zeal and brotherly love." 

1839. 

The fifty-ninth session of this body, was held with the 
Jirst Baptist church in Shaftshury^ as appointed, on the 5th 
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and 6th of June ; and Elder S. Hutchins, delivered the 
opening sermon from 1 Thess. 5: 12,13. ^^ And we be- 
seech you brethren^ to know them which labor among yoUy 
and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you ; and to 
esteem them very highly in love, for their works sake** 

Elder Kbach was chosen Moderator ; and Elder Har- 
mon Ellis, of dd Shaf^sbury was Clerk of this session. 
There were but 7 churches represented this year, with 10 
ministers in them ; more than for years. There had been 
large accessions to two or three of the churches the year 
past, and Zion was clad in the robes of salvation and praise. 
To the Manchester church 51 had been added by baptism ; 
to 1 Shaftsbury 32 ; and to 3d Shaftsbury, 50, over which 
Elder Joseph W. Sawyer had been elected as the overseer; 
and where he presided for some five years. There had 
been 8 baptised by Elder Htjtchins in the Bennington 
church. In all, 146 had been added by baptism ; 20 by 
letter; 50 dismissed ; 14 excluded ; 46 dropped, (from the 
1 Shaftsbury church) ; and 12 had deceased, while there 
was left a total of 1,028 in the ten churches of the body. A 
little money is reported, as having been paid for benevolent 
purposes; but the account of such monies, not passing 
through the hands of any treasurer in this body, the amount 
cannot be ascertained. 

On Wednesday P. M., a deeply interesting discourse, 
was preached by Elder N. Colver, from Heh, 11: 24, 25. 
" By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused^to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, &c." Elder C. was 
a delegate from the Washington Union Association, and pas- 
tor, at that time of the Bottskill church. A closing sermon 
was preached by Elder J. W. Sawyer, from John 14 : 
17. " Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto you ; 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you." Elder D. W. 
Burroughs, of Manchester, preached a sermon on Thursday 
morning from Luke 10, 37. " Go and do thou likewise." 

The circular letter of this year was on Personal Piety, 
written by Elder H. Ellis ; and was a very good practical 
letter, adapted to the wants of the times, no doubt. The Ist 
Shaftsbury church request ** that they may have the privil- 
ege of entering their protest against the leading sentiments 
of the circular letter of last year ; (1 838) which was grant- 
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ecL" It was nevertheless a good season, the Divine Pre- 
•enee was there. 

1840. 

« 

The Sixtieth Anniversary was held with the Baptist 
church in Hoosick, N. T., and the introductory sermon was 
preached by Elder J. W. Sawyer, from Beb. 12: 28, 29. 
*' Wherefore we receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved, 
let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably, 
with reverence and godly fear : For our God is a consum- 
ing fire." 

Elder SAWVER^was chosen Moderator, and Br. Win. G. 
jBrovm, Clerk. Seven of the 9 churches were represented ; 
having only 4 ministers, and 3 licentiates. There had been 
87 baptized, 27 added by letter, 29 dismissed, 4 excluded, 
9 dropped, 15 deceased, having a to'alof992, in all the 
churches. The only revival in the body was in the Ben- 
nington church, which had received by baptism, 80 converts, 
the largest accession it had ever welcomed in one year to its 
numbers, making them more than 200 strong. 

Various items of business was transacted as usual, but 
nothiog worthy of permanent record, unless it be the follow- 
ing, which is a new case of ecclesiastical jurisprudence, that 
'may be of use to others in similar circumstances. 

" The church in Manchester, having asked counsel of the 
Association, respecting difficulties with their late minister ; 
Voted, that the subject be referred to Br. Mattison, Saw- 
yer, HuTCHiNs, Whipple, Dyer and Bovee." This com- 
mittee after deliberation made the following report on Thurs- 
day, viz: "1. We are of opinion that is the indispensable 
duty of the church to pay Br. Burroughs according to con- 
tract for labors rendered in. said church and society ; and 2. 
We are of opinion, that whether the church perform their 
duty or not, it will be advisable for Br. Burroughs to dis- 
continue his labors with the church and society. Accepted 
the Report." 

The circular for this year failed ; and a committee offer- 
ed one from the minutes of the Madison Association in N. 
Y., " On the duty of promoting the peace of the church ;" 
which was printed. A sermon was preached on Wednesday 
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eveniog, by Elder Burroughs, from Gal. V. 16, *'This I 
say then, walk in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh." And " at the close of the session. Elder 
Daniel Tinkham, from the Washington Un on Associa- 
tion preached a highly interesting discourse," says the clerk, 
** from Numbers, 32 : 6. " And Moses said unto the chil- 
dren of Grod, and to the children of Reuben, Shall your 
brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here ?" ** The session 
was harmonious and delightful, and our hearts rejoiced and 
burned within us,^* while listening to the spirit-stirring ap- 
peals from the Book of God, or mingling our prayers for the 
redemption of the world ; br hearing the records of visits of 
mercy, from Him whose love to man is flowing still, or 
while joining in the anthem : 

" We'll praise him again, 'when we pass over Jordan." 

So pleasantly did this session close ; and the brethren 
separated to their respective homes and churches, never all 
to meet again, on this side the Jordan of death. 

N. B. It should have been stated, that the four churches 
of Bennington, Hoosick, 1st and 3d Shaftsbury, reported 
this year the sum of S382,50, contributed for various Be- 
nevolent objects." 

1841. 

The Sixty-first session was held with the 3d Shaftsbury 
church, according to appointment, June 2d and 3d ; and 
Elder Archibald Kenton, of Hoosick, preached the intro- 
ductory, from John 18 : 36, ^'Afy Kingdom is not of this 
world" Elder Sawyer was chosen Moderator, and Elder 
Kenton, cUrh, Only 6 churches represented themselves 
this year, having 4 ministers, and 2 licentiates for their 
supply. There had been no revival in the body, and but 7 
baptised ; 5 of these in Hoosick ; 24 added by letter ; 34 
dismissed; 22 excluded; 12 dropped from the Pownal 
church; and 13 deceased; leaving but 793 members in the 
body, or 6 churches whose numbers are given. A commit- 
tee appointed the year before, reported ; ''That so far as at- 
tention to covenant obligations, and the observance of exter- 
nal duties are concerned, there is no visible church in that 
place ;** where the 2d Shaflsbury Baptist church had held 
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its meetings, and hence their name is dropped from the 
minutes, and no more appears in them. This church never 
possessed a meeting house, and its membership has been 
absorbed mostly with the Sd or Central church, except a few 
names. 

The . following standing resolution was entered on the 
minutes ; ''That any member of this Association, attending 
the meeting of any corresponding Association, shall, on pre- 
senting a copy of our minutes containing his name, be our 
delegate to such Association." This was designed to save 
the necessity of appointing messengers every year, by a dis- 
tinct vote. A long catalogue of resolutions are recorded 
again this year, on the Bible cause. Foreign and Domestic 
Missions, American Baptist Publication and Sunday School 
Society, N. Baptist Education Society, Vermont State 
Convention, Temperance, Slavery, and in favor of the month- 
ly concert on the first Sabbath evening of each month. The 
following shows the feeling of many others beside the mem- 
bers of this Association. 

^'Hesolvedy That we view the proceedings of the late Tri- 
ennial Convention at Baltimore, (in May, 1841,) in ejecting 
El ON Galusha from the Board of Vice Presidents, as a 
base bowing down to the "dark spirit of slavery ;" against 
which we enter our solemn protest as Baptists, as Christians, 
and as human beings," [or as men.] 

^'Resolved, That we love union much, but we love truth 
and purity more." 

The circular letter this year is a discussion of "the impro- 
priety of reading sermons instead of preaching them ;** from 
the pen of the venerable Mattison, who after preaching some 
forty years at that time, had never read a sermon, if we 
rightly understand him. Its thoughts deserve attention, but 
it is too long to insert here. During this session Elder M. 
Brcce, of the Woodstock Association preached from Mark 
10 : 45 ; Eider John Alden of North Adams, Berkshire 
Association preached irom 1 Peter, 2 : 7, " Unto you there" 
fore who believe, he is precious.^* And Elder Wm. Arthur, 
of Bottskill church, Washington Union Association, preach- 
ed at the close, from Heb. 11:1, ^^ Now faith is the guhstanc$ 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.'" And 
it is recorded of this session ; '' Thus closed a harmonious 
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seasion of oar Association, which was, hy all its serTicesand 
duties, calculated to m&ke as feel that where we sat was 
' none other than the bouse of God, and the gate of heaven.' 
To God be all the prmse." 

J. W. Sawter, Moderator." 

"A. Kbmton, Clerh. 

The following is the table of statistics for this year, as 
printed in tlio miautes : 
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With auch a remnant only, of the fine sisterhood of 
churches, that ooue gathered around the hearthstone of this 
old mother, did the Shaftshury Association come to the 60th 
year of her existence, and run onward in her race. But 
God who is the stay and comfort of Ihe aged, had a care of 
her still, and we tiust will make all grace abound according 
to every day of her need. 

t TUi cbmob npoitod IS dnppsd from tbali noord. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

f 

AnnaU of the body from 1842 to 1862, or the seventh decade of yean 
A period of great wtakness. 



We have now come to (he latest period of the history of 
this venerable body, whose progress we have endeavored 
to trace for three score years. Mnch of its transactions 
have consisted in a repetition of the same, or similar doings 
from year to year ; now and then interspersed with a new 
incident or event to give variety to the meetings of the 
body. Hence, we shall find but little to interest the reader, 
during this recent period of ten years just now past ; but 
will briefly group what of fact or incident may be worth 
preservation ; now give a pithy resolution, now a circular 
letter, or an extract from one — and where they occur, record 
the revivals of religion, with which a number of the churches 
have been recently favored. The territory of the association 
was narrowed down to Bennington county a few years, by 
the departure of the Hoosick church ; and even less, for 
the church in Stamford went off to the Berkshire body ; and 
the Rupert church in the northwest corner of the county 
never united with this Association till 1848, and then staid 
only two or three years, and returned to the Washington 
Union ; to which it is most conveniently situated, on the 
west side of the Taghkanic range of mountains adjacent to 
New-York State. 

1842. 

The sixty-second pnniversary was held at Manchester, 
June 1st and 2d ; Elder J. W. Sawyer, preaching the in- 
troductory sermon from James 2:8. *' If ye fulfil the 
royal law, according to the Scripture, thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself ; ye do well." Elder Sawyer was 
chosen Moderator, and Elder H. I. Parker, of Manchester, 
clerk. . Six churches were represented ; with 5 ministers 
and 2 licentiates, all of whom were present. There had 
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been no revival, and only 4 had been baptised, 21 added 
by letter, while 22 had been dismissed ; 6 excluded ; 9 died, 
leaving a total of 783. 

The following query fr?m the 1st Sbaftsbury church, 
Elder I. Mattison*s. after discussion, was answered o;2^riwa- 
tively^ by a majority of two, viz : ** It is just and right in a 
church, to require of all its members, a pledge of entire ab- 
stinence from all drinks that can intoxicate, as a condition 
of membership and good standing therein ?*' 

A suggestion, also, from the 3d church in Shaflsbury, 
regarding the propriety of dissolvini? the Association, was 
debated somewhat and postponed to the next session. The 
Hoosick church was dismissed to unite with the Hudson Hiver 
Association, by its own request, but finally, in 1848, went to 
the Stephentown body, in its own vicinity, which was more 
appropriate, but in ] 851, returned to the old mother. The cir- 
imlar letter was dispensed with, and little business is recor- 
ded of this session. A large committee on resolutions was 
appointed, but finally discharged ; probably because with 
Mr. Orson S. Murray on it, with his radicalism, they could 
not agree upon any thing worthy to report. And from a 
note of the clerk, at the close of the minutes, it is presumed 
he had begun then, as he afterwards proved himself to be a 
trouhler in Israel. H« had been for years the editor and 
proprietor of the Baptist paper in the State, the Vermont 
Telegraph, printed at Brandon ; and he soon after this ran 
it out, and hivMelf into a rabid Infidel Reformer ; and has 
lately issued, from one of the Western States, a fiying sheet, 
called the Regenerator, as nearly an Athiestical print, as 
the country affords. 

On Thursday, Elder WniTNteY, preached from Rom. 2 1 
16. "In the day when Gk)d shall judge the secrets of men 
by ray Gospel." It was " voted to publish the proceedings 
of this session- in the Vermont Telegraph ;" but in the next 
year's minutes they are printed as one pamphlet, by a 
special vote of the Association. 

1843. 

The sixty-third session was held at Potcnal, according to 
appointment, and Elder Mattison, who was the alternate 
of Elder H. I. Parker, preached the opemog Bermon, 
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fh)in Heb. 3:14. " For we are made partakers of Christ, 
if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto 
the end." Elder Sawyer was chosen Moderator^ as usual 5 
and Br. Hor\cb Fletcher, the Preceptor of Union 
Academy, in Bennington, was clerk. 

But 5 churches sent up their lettei*6 and delegates ; and 
six ministers and 2 licentiates were reported, in the body. 
Several churches had been favored with revivals of religion, 
and large additions had cheered the brethi en in their labors. 
Bennington church had received 67 by baptism, making 
them 257 strong, under the pastoral care of Elder Wm. 
W. Moore. Manchester had received 32. by baptism, and 
8 by letter, making them 136 in fellowship Eider Matti- 
son*s church had been favored once more with an accession 
of 17 by baptism, making them 158. And 3d Shaftsbury, 
under Elder Sawyer, had buried in baptism 71, and added 
24 by letter, making their total number 242. In some of 
these revivals, the second Advent doctrine, as held and 
preached by Wm. Miller^ had mingled, creating an unwhole- 
some excitement, that caused a relapse into the world, with 
some, when the commg of Christ failed them in 1843. But 
this was a year of increase and blessing to these churches. 
In all of them, 187 had been baptised ; 47 added by letter ; 
while 2 1 had been dismised ; 5 excluded ; 4 deceased ; 
and a total was found, of 871 members in the body. 

A committee appointed at a previous session to inquire 
into the condition of the Arlington church, made the follow* 
ing report, viz : <* That they have attended to the business 
of their appointment, and are now prepared to state as far 
as visibility is concerned, there is no visible church in that 
placo ; and we have since been advised that a sufficient 
number of members have been together, voted each other 
letters, and have dissolved." 

The subject of a dissolution of the body came up again as 
postponed from the last session, and '' after a free discussion, 
it was decided not to dissolve." Sermons were preached 
during this session, by Elder E. B. Crandall, of the' 
Stephentown Association, from I Cor. 15 : 58, on Wednes- 
day ; and by Elder O. Sperry, of the Woodstock, Vt., from 
Acts 26 : 28, on Thursday. Af\er various business had 
been accomplished the session closed ; and the records say : 
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'* The association being small, and the business thus re« 
strictedy much time was allowed for devotional exercises. 
The preaching was truly spiritual, and impressive. The 
communications from the churches were of a most cheering 
character, especially those from Bennington, Manchester 
and 3d Shaftsbury. These churches have enjoyed very 
extensive revivals, and received 170 by baptism." 

The circular letter by Br. H, Fletcher, was on " Holy 
Living, or Christian Fidelity ;" and we give the following 
extract as worthy of consideration. 

'* The importance of a holy life, to the success of the Gospel, may 
be inferred from the knowa aad acknowledged influence of exam-ple, 
over every other infUience. In the case of religion, moreover, verbal 
or oral recommendations and descriptions, fail, to a great extent, of 
producing effect, because not fully understood. Au irreligious or 
impenitent person has never experienced in himself what the language 
of religion describes ; he cannot, of course, be expected fully to com* 
prehend and appreciate these descriptions. These descriptions mayt 
perhaps, be regarded as unintelligible to him, as would be a discourse on 
colors to a blind maa But be can understand the Uving epistle, when he 
Bees the divine lineaments of religion drawn out, and exhibited in a 
holy and godly life, the influence is irresistible. Then the beauty of 
holiness is written, not upon tables of stone, but upon the fleshy tables 
of the heart, not only to be seerif but to befell. How often have we 
-witnessed the most eloquuent appeals from the pulpit, to prove 
powerless and inefficient. But the ^loqttence of a holy life is never 
wasted or lost, it invariably arrests the attention, and carries to the 
heart resistless conviction^ of the reality and value of rcligioa" 

1844. 

The 64th Session was held with the Bennington church, 
June 5th and 6th, when the introductory sermon was preach- 
ed by Elder H. I. Parker, from 1 Cor. 1:21. Elder 
Sawyer was chosen Moderator, and Elder C. W. Hodges, 
clerk. No powerful revivals had been enjoyed ; but the 
Pownal church, under the care of Elder M. Batchelor, 
had baptised 5 ; and a few had been added to every church. 
But 5 churches were represented, having 6 ordained minis- 
ters in them, and 1 licentiate. There was a full attendance 
of delegates from the churches, some 85 in all ; beside a 
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number from corresponding bodies. There had been 14 
baptised ; 22 added by letter ; 37 dismissed ; 11 excluded ; 
8 deceased; and 52 dropped from fellowship, 51 of them 
from the Bennington church ; whieh left but 780 in all the 
churches. 

The subject of the dissolution of the Association coming 
up again, *'after spirited remarks by various brethren, it was 
on motion of Brother George Huntington, indefinitely past" 
poned, by an unanimous vote." 

The committee on resolutions reported the following se- 
ries, which were adopted after a somewhat protracted dis- 
cussion. 

*^Re8olvcd^ That American Slavery is a great sin in the 
sight of God, being a direct violation of his holy law, and 
contrary to the genius of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
requires us to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

** 2. That we cannot, therefore, admit to our pulpits, or 
our communion tables, those who are guilty of it, or advo* 
oate it, as an institution sanctioned by the word of God. 

" 3. That while we are the friends and lovers of union^ we 
regard purity, justice, equity, holiness, righteousness, truth, 
and the favor of God more ; and we cannot enjoy it at the 
expense of these, or any one of these principles." 

" Whereas, the peace and harmony of the churches seems 
again to be endanged by the existence and revival of secret 
associations, very much to be dreaded, and which may be 
prudently avoided, therefore. Resolved, That the institutions 
of Free Masonry, Odd Fellowship, and all secret combina- 
tions, are alike entitled to our unqualified disesteem ; and 
that we recommend to the churches composing this Associ- 
ation, to take immediate measures expressive of their utter 
disapproval of the same."* 

* Resolved, That we renew the opinion expressed at the 
last two sessions of this body : **That every church should 
require of its members, a pledge of total abstinence from all 

*The following testimony of the late Dr. Arnold of England, in reference to 
Free-McLsonry and Odd-FetUyw^dp^ may deserve an insertion here, as a corrob- 
oration of the views of this Association in regard to these, so ealkd, moral 90c4etU», 

** These half-heathen clubs, indadlng above all, Free-Masonry, are, I think ut- 
terly unlawftil for a Christian man : they are close brotherhoods, formedfwlth 
those who are not, in a close sense, our brethren. Tbrtr very namea^ are unseemly. 
A club of Odd-FeUowa^ is a good Joke, but bar dly a decent piece of eanusL^ [Dr. 
Arnold's Life and Oorrespoadenoe, Page 409.] 
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intoxicating drinks,' as a condition of membership in goo4 
•tandiag therein*" All these resolutions were j^assed, but 
not unaniaioasiy k would seem by a note of the derk at tha 
t^lose of the minutes. He says^ ^^ Respecting the evils, the 
fearful wrongs of slavery, eonsidered as a whole, Uiere a^ 
peared to be no diversity of opiiucm ifi llie AssociatioiK 
Respecting the measures to be parsued, there were som* 
points of difference. All however^ parted with feelings of 
kindness and brotherly affectton." 

Eider Slon Galusha, preached on Wednesday » P» H^^ 
from Rom. 11 : 26, ^*And 40 aU Israd sk^U h saved, SfcJ* 
Elder M. D. Mili^er of the Windham Associatioa preadied 
in the evening ^ and on Thursday, Elder J. Goadbt, of t^ 
Saratoga body preached ftom Math. 13 : 33 ; an interesting 
sermon, when a collection of ^10^0 was taken up for F<»w 
eign Missions. 

The circtdar letter for this year was a selection from the 
New- York Observer, somewhat modified, ** On Mortd hoft' 
^sti/j in the faithful liqntdatwn of deht$J* It is a rather 
caustic application of homespun truths to the conscience of 
the members of churches, on this much neglected subject. 
And it is to be regretted that there is so much oceasioa for 
die admonition suggested by this drcular, in the conduct of 
either churches, in their deal with ministers, gc of indivkhial 
members ia the intercourse of life* 

1645. 

The 65th Anniversary was held at the X^A Meeting Hooae 
of the 1st Shail^ury church, as appointed ; and Elder 
Hoi>G£8 preached the introductory discourse from Jeremiah 
14 : 8. « O the hope of Israel, the Savior thereof in time of 
trouble, ^Scc." Elder Israel Keach, of the ShafUbury cei^ 
tre church, was chosen Moderator^ and Br. Nathan H. Bot* 
torn of the same church, CferJ&. Only fm churchea» with 
five ordained ministers, were reported as in the body. The 
Ist Shaflsbary, during the year previous had beetn dissobr* 
ed, and a new interest eomposed partly of members of that 
church, with a few others, had arisen in the flourishing vil* 
lage of North Bennington, but 3-4th8 of a mile from the old 
meeting house ; whieh, having been reoogaiaed ia Ckstober 

11 
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1844, was received into the Aisociation, at this session, 
with a membership of 38. Only 19 had been baptised in 
all the churches, 18 had been received by letter, 26 had 
been dismissed, 5 excluded, 1 died, and a total of 662 still 
remained in the body. The church in Pownal had enjoyed 
a little refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and 15 had 
been baptised into their fellowship. A sermon was preach- 
ed by Elder M. Mbrbiam of the Woodstock Association, 
and a missionary collection followed, of $4,54. No circular 
was prepared this year. At the close of the session, Br. 
JtuHn A, Smith, was ordained, as pastor of the New, or 2d 
Bennington Baptist church, agreeably to the request of that 
church. 

The session was interesting and harmonious, and from it 
the brethren went back to their field of toil, strengthened to 
the good work of the Lord. 



1846. 

The 66th Session was held in the new meeting house at 
2f6tih Benningtany June dd and 4th, when the opening ser- 
mon was preached by Elder M. Batchelor, of Pownal, 
from Rom. 8 : 18. Elder Keach was chosen again to pre- 
side, and Elder J. A. Smith, was elected Ckrk, Only 4 
Pastors in the 5 churches of the body, this year. But 6 had 
been added by baptism, 30 by letter, 18 by experience, 
while 32 had been dismissed, 5 excluded, 11 deceased, leav- 
ing a total of 665. Sermons were preached during the ses- 
sion by Elder T. Brandt, of the Essex and Champlain As- 
sociation, from 2 Cor. 3 : 17, and by Elder HoDGEs,fat the 
close, from 1 Thess. 1:8; when a missionary collection was 
taken up of $14,50, lor the support of Br. Haswell of 
Burmah, who was a native of Bennington. A collection, 
and a life membership of S20,00 for the Am. Bap. Free Mis- 
sion Society was then taken, making $24,79 ; in all 
$39,29 at this time. The session was harmonious, and '< a 
strong desire was expressed for more prosperous days." 

The circular was on *• Family Prayer,*^ written by Elder 
IsbaEl Keach, and we propose to give the body of it, that 
its usefulness may be perpetuated. 
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** The Members of the Shaftsbubt ABSOciATioir to the chttrehes they 
representf send greeting : 

** BeloVvd Bbieth&bn, 

" Impressed with the importance of stirring up your minds by way 
of remembrance, and anxious to encourage you in every good work^ 
we solicit your serious and candid attention to the duty of Family 
Prayer* 

** A most important and solemn duty rests upon every father, to 
present himself, with his family, daily, at the throne of grace. God 
commands it, duty requires it, gratitude, for daily mercies, enforces 
it. This duty cannot be habitually neglected without incurring the 
Divine displeasure. We have the most fearful apprehension of 'the 
judgments of the Most High upon those families where the Bible is 
scarcely ever read, and where prayer is never offered. " Pour out 
thy fury on the heathen that know thee not, and upon the FAiauxa 
that call not on thy name ;* is the affecting lang^uage of Jeremiah, (10 1 
25,) and may help to explain the cause of the waywardness and ruin 
of many a promising youth. 

** What object, on earth, more interesting than a circle of humble 
and pious worshippers around the family altar 1 See the father, at 
the appointed hour, like the high priest of his household, conducting 
those under his roof to the throne of grace, commending them to the 
care of that watchful Providence, which supplies all our wants, and 
Seeking protection by humble supplication, amid the dangers that 
stand thick afoun^l. It secures a daily and increasing confidence, in 
the superintending care of that great and good being, whose protec* 
tion we should daily seek. 

. " The duty of family prayer, is enforced by every consideration of 
temporal and eternal good. Family prayer should be regarded by 
Christians, a privilegcy as well as a duty, which they are permitted 
to enjoy. The merciful Redeemer has given to all his people, the 
privilege of coming to Him, at all tunes, with their cares and hopea 
and interests ; and promises to grant them a gracious answer to their 
petitions. He has placed under the care of a christian parent, a 
family, and connected with this famiiy, are almost all his wordly en- 
joyments and earthly hopes. His children must be protected amid 
the temptations and dangers which surround them, or they, by their 
sinful courses, must make his declining years a burden too grievous 
to be borne, and bring down his gray hairs, with sorrow, to the 
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gimT«. Bat BOW he is permitted to approach, with his fanuly, before 
the throne of grace, and in humble confidence on the divioe promisefl» 
commit them to the care of Sovereign Mercy, to keep them from the 
numerous ills to which they are exposed, and invoke the blessings of 
the subduing influence of the Holy Spirit on all their hearts. If he 
be a Christian, if he really love Otod in sincerity, will he not esteem it 
a privilege f WUl he need to be driven reluctantly to the family altar I 
Will he not rather cling to it, as one of his most choice privileges f 

" Family devotion should be regiUar, There should be a regulaf 
set time, at which the whole family may, under ordinary circumstan* 
ces, be together, and at a time when every otember of the family 
may know that they are expected and required to be in their accus^ 
tomed places, to attend to the solemn and delightful duty of wor» 
ship. Unless there be regtUarity at the time, in family devotion, it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, to maintain the duty, for any eon- 
siderable length of time. And where it is attempted now and then, 
BO to speak, without any regularity as to time, it is attended with 
the greatest inconvenience, and it will be found on a close o1> 
servation, it is believed, that such irregularity in a little time de* 
generates into a total neglect of the duty. Do any, in reply to this^ 
say, ' our family is so large and heterogeneous, our avocations so nu' 
merous, that we cannot maintain daily devotions, in our family at re- 
gular times V To such we would say, it is in precisely such a family 
that order and method are most indispenuble. What, (in our sense) 
are the one hundred persons employed in a cotton factory, but one 
family ? and they are as regular as the clock that tells them when tQ 
go to their meals, and when to retiun to their labor. If there be i| 
want of regularity, it is not because the family is large, but because 
those regulations have not been adopted and carried out, which are 
necessary to secure the object contemplated. 

" The Bible should be read, and frequently explained, in conneo- 
tion with family devotioD. We are seldom aware how ignorant our 
phlldren, and the various m^mbersof our families are, of the irnt)^ 
and duties of religion, and even of the narratives and histories <^ th« 
Bible. These, tp some extent, every parent should be able to ez« 
plain. These explanations, should be adapted to the capacity of the 
youngest in the family, capable of understanding the most simple 
terms, by which the mind of the holy spirit can be communicated* 
n% this m^^8, the parrot wlU inore«9i9 his own knowledlge^ of the 
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Bible, and avakea and eoncentrate the att«Qtioii and interMt of the 
family. It is m<»*eoyer, confidently b^eyed thai the fumiehing of 
every member of the family, capable of reading intelligibly with a 
Bible, and reading around, by course, as in a dass^ has a beneficial 
tendency, inasmuch as such a habit inspires the loye of reading, and 
helps materially, to hold the attention of all to that whieh is read. 

"Fmnily prayer should be short, simple^ Varied, and appropriate. 
It is often the oase^ that a portion of the memben of the ftittily and 
domestics, are persons of wcultivated minds, anaocnstomed lo long 
mental efforts, and others are very young. It is siere desirable to se- 
cure g<>od attention, for a short time, than restlessness, by protracted 
asercises. But let us bear in mind, that, to oflbr acceptable prayer 
to God, whether in the family, id the closet, or in (be public sanc- 
tuary, it must be what it purports to be. It must be honeet, heartfelt, 
humble supplication for the blessings which the eoul needs and de- 
aires, or it is no prayer; we mean, bfnh as Qod will hear, and tip- 
;proye: 

** Prayer is the soul's sincere desire.** Hie heart, tli^efore, iftast be 
on God, and the desires of the soul directed to him, as the only Oiver 
of every good and perfect gift, hi order to pray aeceptaUy. 

** The duty of ^unily prayer, thus performed, we doubt not^ w£ll be 
productive of good to the entire househcdd. It will have a tendency 
to soften and.allay all the irritating passions With whidi the domestic 
eirde is liable to be disturbed. If the father call his diildren and 
domestics together, and with them bow before the throne o( mercy, in 
heart-felt supplication, it must produce a happy influence upon all, 
through the day. The parent will be more considerate and watch- 
ful, and the children will thereby be reminded of their dependence 
on the ever watdiful care of Providence, of theh* amenability to the 
awful tribunal, and of their need of an interest in the merit of a 
Savior's grace. Add to this, the promise of good, is ezpreetdy to those 
who call on the name of the Lord, out of a pure heart fervently. 
*In all thy way^ is the divine counsel, * acknowledge him, and he eheUl 
direct thy paths.* If we habitually and heartily acknoMedge God in 
6ur households, he will direct us in training them up for him. He 
will guide us in our arrangements for their interest, and in a Wise 
Providence, order events for their befert good. This sentiment is 
confinned by the long experience of a man of God of old. Said he. 
** / have been young, but now am old ; Yet hwe I not seen the righteous 
forsaken nor his ieed begging bread,** 
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"A man, who brings up his children without the fear of God, can 
not reasonably hope to have them prosper in the world. It is a la- 
mentable truth, that very many, and even some who profess to be 
the disciples of the Holy Savior, live in the entire neglect of family 
worship, in order to devote their time to the accumulation of pro- 
perty. But what comfort will such derive from their professions 
in the reflection, that the moral habits of their children have been 
neglected, and that they have gone out from the parental roof, totally 
destitute of all religious principle, at least, so far as their influence 
is concerned 1 Without a religious principle, men are incapable of 
enjoying the blessings of Providence, as those who fear God, and 
have respect to his commandments, enjoy them. Ah I there is no gain 
in the end, in attempting to live without God. 

" Finally t let it be considered that family worship is among the 
most efficient means of bringing children to the saving knowledge of 
the truth. This service, if the parent be honest and sincere in it^ has 
a steady and constant influence in keeping religious obligation before 
the minds of children, and in preparing their hearts to be affected by 
other means. 

** In conclusion. Dear Brethren, permit us to urge the importance of 
daily and personal religion, in all our various associations. *' Whatso- 
ever things are true ; whatsoever things are honest ; whatsoever things 
are just; whatsoever things are pure; whatsoever . things are lovely^ 
whatsoever things are of good report ; if their he any virtue; if there be 
any praise^ think on thksb things.** 

1847. 

The Sixty-seventh Anniversary was held in the Nbw 
meeting house of the Baptist church in Shaftshury Gentrcy 
June 2d and 3d, according to appointment, and the introduc- 
tory discourse was preached by Elder J. A. Smith, from 
1 Cor. 3 : 23, "And ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." 
Elder C. W. Hodges was chosen ModtraJtovy and Elder 
Elihu Dutchrr, chrh. The 5 churches were all repre- 
sented, and each had pastors at this time. But Zion was 
low, and no revival spirit seemed to Jbe present within the 
bounds of the Association. Only 5 were reported to have 
bieen baptised in all the churches ; 10 added by letter ; 1 2 
dismissed ; 8 excluded ; 7 died ; and a total of 65$ in fellow- 
ship. The Shaftsburj centre church had rebuilt their 
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house of worship during the year, and baptised 3 converts. 
This church had now become the only visible one of any 
order in the town, and is known since as the ShafUhuty 
Baptist church. The I Bennington church alse had built a 
new house, and dedicated it to the worship of God during 
the year, having lost their former beautiful one by fire in 
the fall of 1845. The 2d Bennington church reported 
$72,20 contributed for benevolent purposes ; and the ShafU- 
bury 5100,00. The circular letter was written by Elder J. 
A. Smith, **0n the relation which, as Christians, we sustain 
to the great Moral and Religious movements of the day.** 
This circular was a stirring appeal to the churches to be 
active in promoting the morsd and religious enterprises of 
the day, for the good of man, and the Glory of Grod. 

1848. 

The Sixty-eighth anniversary was held with the Man- 
chester church, June 7th and 8th as appointed, and the open- 
ing discourse was delivered by Elder Josiah Cannon, of 
the Vermont Association, from 1 Peter 2 . 17, ^^Honor aU 
meiu^' This service was performed by a visiting minister, 
because the appointed preacher, Elder Keach, was not 
present, and his substitute was too ill to preach. Elder C. 
W. Hodges was re-elected Moderator and Elder Smith, 
clerk. But 4 churches were represented, although intelli- 
gence was received from the other by letter^ the Pownal ; 
and the Rupert Baptist church united with the Association, 
this year, increasing the membership somewhat in the body. 
And yet there was but 4 pastors to 6 churches. To these 
33 had been added by baptism ; 16 by letter ; and 12 by 
experience ; while 22 had been dismissed ; 4 excluded ; 3 
died ; and there was found to be a total of 728. A little 
shower had been enjoyed at Pownal and 13 baptised, while 
8 had been baptised in 1 Bennington, 7 at 2 Bennington, 
and 5 at ShafUbury. These mercy drops were refreshing 
upon a dry and thirsty land, after a drought of years. At 
this meeting the subject came up in regard to the history of 
the Association, as the following recorded action will show* 
^< Voted, That a committee be chosen to prepare materials 
for the history of this Association, and present their report 
to the Vermont Baptist Convention, at its next session, L 
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Mattison, W. H. Bofttoa, J. A. Smith, John S* Pettiboney 
C. W. Hodges, and M, Batchelor were placed en this com- 
mittee/' At this time it was understcKxl that the State 
eonrentfoR were designing to gather materials from the 
whole state, for a history of Vermont Baptists. Bat this 
effort of the convention failing, after years of trial, this body 
went forward with the design of secoring the publication oi 
its own history, independent of other bodies. 

This body, by a resolution passed at tins session, re> 
ipiested the American Bapist Missionary Unioa, ^* to so 
alter the third article in their constitution, at their next 
annual meeting, as to admit annual members by the pay- 
inant of fifty dollars f* which recommendation was adopted 
unanimously. Mrs. Brown, the wife of our esteemed 
Missionary in Assam, Rev. Nathan Brown, was present 
ftt this session, and by her statements in regard to the 
wants of that mission, elicited an unusual interest in behalf 
of the Foreign Mission work. The Assodation raised a 
eommittee to devise a plan upon which they would raise 
annually, the support of an assistant for Br. Brown, in his 
erushing labors among the Assamese people. But nothing 
definite was matured, towards accomplishing the work, as 
We can learn. The appeals of sister Brown, however, hav- 
ing been formerly a resident in this association, moved the 
tisters of the several churches to greater activity in the good 
work, and it is hoped that the missionary spirit glows more 
intensely in their hearts, for the visit of this laborer from 
the domains of heathenism, who testified to what she had 
seen and heard. 

The drcvlar letter was written by Elder Hoboes, and 
is a plea for more favor from the brethren in the cliurches 
towards the social meetings of the church. It is kind and 
tanest, and could we find room, it would enrich two or 
three pages of this work, and prdit all who might prayer- 
ftllly read it. A sermon on this same subject of similar 
worth may be fotmd in his volume of printed sermons. 

1840. 

The sixty-ninth anniversary was held with the Rupert 

JBuptist church, the 6th and 7th days of June,^ccording to 

appointment, when Elder I. Mattison, preached the intro 

dactorj aermoik from Micali. 6 ; 6^ 8 verses. Elder Mat 
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TI80N served as moderator, and Elder J. A. Smith, clerk. 
The attendance was small, on account of tbe distance of 
the place of meeting from the body of the churches. All 
the churches were represented, however, by one or more 
delegrates, and four pastors were present, beside Elder 
Mattison, and a number of visiting brethren from other 
bodies* Little busines was done, worthy of repetition here. 
There had been 33 baptised during the year in all the 
churches, 9 of them in 1st Bennington, 1 1 in Fownal, and 9 
in Rupert ; 6 had united by letter, 9 by experience; while 
20 had been dismissed ; 3 excluded ; 17 deceased, and 738 
were found in all the churches. Sermons were preached 
during the session by Elder J. O. Mason, from Rev. 17 : 
14 ; and A. R. Wells, both of the Washington Union 
Association ; and by Br. H, B. Knight^ from Math. 7 : 21. 
Resolutions were passed this year again, as well as the year 
before, '* recommending the churches of the Association 
to abstain from all connection with secret societies." The 
circular letter printed this year, was written by Elder Lavt- 
siNG Bailey, of Shaftsbury, '*0n the success of the Gospel, 
proportioned to the faith we exercise in its promotion." 

Elder Mattison introduced his discourse at the opening 
of this session, by stating : <* That this was the fiftieth 
anniversary that had occurred, since he first began to at- 
tend the meetings of the ShafUbury Association. It is 45 
years since he became connected with it, as one of its min- 
isters. At that time, he was the youngest of 20, then com- 
posing the ministerial corps. Of that 20, he is the only 
survivor." All felt, unquestionably, a peculiar pleasure iii 
seeing this venerable brother in the chair, a connecting 
link between the past and the present. 

1850. 

The Seventieth Session of the Association was held with tbo 
1 Bennington church, on the 5th and 6th days of June; when 
Elder L. Bailet, of Shaftsbury, preached the annual open- 
ing sermon from 1 Cor. 12 : 27, Elder I. Mattison was 
elected Moderator^ and Br. Wm. E. Hawkes, Clerk, and Br. 
ZadocL. Tafl, Assistant. Six churches were represented, 
and they had five ministers. There had been 42 added by 
baptism, 36 by letter, 24 dismissed, 4 excluded, X2 dece^ed; 

11* 
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and a total was found of 775 in all the churches. Bevival 
mercies had been enjoyed in two or three churches. To 
the 1 Bennington 9 had been added by baptism, to 2d Ben-' 
niBgton 8) and 23 to the Shaflsbury, as the result of a 
meeting €^ days held the fall previous. About $296,59 
was reported by the churches, as having been contributed 
for the various objects of benevolence, during the year. 
Otwo or three discourses were preached during the session, 
bj the visiting ministers or agents of Benevolent societies. 
Tlie following resolution on the Bible cause may be worthy 
of record, as|the sentiment of most of this body, respecting 
the New version project, so much mooted at that time : 

^Resolved, That although we believe the commonly re* 
ceived version of the English scriptures, susceptible of emen** 
dation, and an amended version desirable, provided it should 
come from a source securing for it general confidence ; yet 
bieUeving also that it is not the province or duty of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, to attempt such a 
work, we heartily approve the action of that body, at its late 
anniversary, whereby it is restricted, in its English issues 
and circulation, to the common version." 

The circular letter having failed by the removal of its ap- 
pointed writer, a committee presented one from the minutes 
of the Dutchess Association in N. Y., which was adopted, 
^ On the importance of punctuality,** in the various relations 
of life. 

This session was harmonious, though not very fully at- 
tended, some thirty or more delegates being present, and a 
few visiting brethren from abroad. 

1851. 

The 71st Anniversary of this body was held with the 2d 
Bennington church, and Eider Edward Conoyek, of 1 
Bennington, delivered the introductory sermon from Heb. 
12 : 2, '* Who for the joy set before him, endured the cross." 
Elder J. D. E. Jon£s of the 2d Bennington church, was 
elected Moderator, and Br. /. Rockwood, Clerk. A goodly 
number of visiting brethf en and ministers were in attend- 
ance^ who aided much in promoting the interest of the occa- 
sion. The church in Hoosick, returned again to this body, 
and was welcomed by the brethren, with its pastor, Elder 
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Wh. Asthor, to ils former placo id their beuta. There 
had be«i no reTivab io tbe body, and Zion wu low uxt 
covered with moarning and desolation that the Lord had 
withdrawn his converting power from among his churchM. 
TarioQ] ileau at buiiness were done, and the following ta- 
ble will show tb« atalfl of the churohee with their Faiton, 
Bod the naiDes of dckgateB in att«ndaDoe thii year. 
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Thus it will be seen that fbr the last few years, there has 
been some gain of members in the whole Association, al- 
though no general revival has been experienced among the 
churches since 1843. The least number reported was 653, 
in 1847, from 5 churches ; and in 1851, there was reported 
863. A circular^ prepared by a brother appointed for the 
purpose at the last session, was read, but not answering the 
minds of the Association, they adopted one from the min- 
utes of the Wayne Association, New York, ^'On the Immor- 
tality of the soul, or its separate existence from the body, 
after death." This was a timely production for some church- 
es in the body. 

The conftnittee charged the year before with the duty of 
''preparing a history of the Association, as far as possible, to 
present at our next annual session,*' reported through Elder 
Stephen Wright, a general sketch of the rise and pro- 
gress of the body, with notices of some revivals among the 
churches, in a document, that might fill 6 or 8 pages of the 
minutes ; as it was expected by the committee that their 
work would thus be presented, if at all, before the public. 
But instead of this, the Association expressed their thanks 
for what had been done, and requested the committee to con- 
tinue their work, and cause to be published in a book form, 
1000 or more copies for circulation ; with an assurance. of 
indemnification against Ipss, if any might accrue by its pub- 
lication. Other names were added to the committee, as aid- 
visory h^lp, and with such auspices the junior member, has 
prosecuted the work amidst the labors of a pastorate towards 
completion. And here it may be said, that it so grew in his 
hands, that it remained incomplete till after the session of 
1852, and hence the doings of that session are noticed 
below. 

1852. 

The Seventy-second session was held with the 1st Bap- 
tist church in Hoosick, at their meeting-house at the Four 
Comers, June 4th and 5th, when Elder J. D. E. Jones 
preached the opening sermon from Nehemiah, 5 : 9. Elder 
Wm. Arthur, was chosen Moderator^ and Brother A. B. 
Valentine, clerk. Six churches were represented, all but 
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1 Bennington having pastors. Only 4 had been added bj 
baptism in all the churches ; 4 by letter ; while 17 had been 
dismissed ; 10 dropped from the Shaflsbury church ; 4 ex- 
cluded, and 16 had died, leaving a total of 753 in the bodj. 
The Rupert church did not represent itself this year, and 
having returned into the Washington Union Association, 
ceased thereby its connexion with this body. The contri- 
butions for Benevolent purposes this year, amounted to 
about S376,65, including $32,00 from the Manchester church 
not reported to the Association, on account of a change of 
pastors. It is thought, that were all the churches to con- 
tribute their full quota to the cause of benevolence in this 
body, their annual monies would not fall short of six or eight 
hundred dollars, beside the support, as each is able, of their 
own pastors. IT^ese receive from $300,00 per annum, to 
$500,00, with some perquisites beside. Not less than three 
sermons were preached during the session beside the intro- 
ductory ; and short addresses were made by several agents 
present, in behalf of their respective objects. The circular 
by Brother J. Rochwoodj of 1 Bennington church, was on 
V Christian Enterprise and Benevolence," and is a well writ- 
ten and appropriate one for the times. 

On the whole, this last was an interesting and profitable 
session, and may it not be hoped that this Venerable 
Body will, yet enjoy many such ere its usefulness shall 
cea^e, or its organization be broken up ? During the period 
embraced in this chapter, there has been a number of pre- 
cious .and powerful revivals of religion, mostly in the earlier 
portion of it ; some of the sessions have been rather stormy 
from diverse views of policy in regard to some of the moral 
and religious enterprises of the day ; but on the whole, there 
has been an advance of the body in liberal contributions for 
benevolent purposes ; most of the churches have re-built or 
improved their houses of worship ; and although there has 
been no general revival for several years,' the whole mimber 
in the fellowship of the churches, is but a little less than in 
1842. And with God's blessing on well-directed and per- 
severing efforts, this Associatioi) is destined, we trust, to re- 
new her years and increase in usefulness. 



SRAFlSB^Rt ASSOCIATION. 



[81-1806 



TOTAI 


2 


8li||iiii|ilil!iliil 


Died 


" 




s 2?!r, = S3=iss;ssgs 


K...'^ 


■* 


■=2 


S S535SSS5SSSSSS 


Disji'd, 


" 






BT±^. 


1 


BiPT'D. 


' 


P? 


1 SISi£ = gSi5«5S3l 




- 


^S22 2SSgSS33SaSSSSl 


Cii'ns. 




2£:SSSa33S5i5^aS3SS3Sl 


^ 


i 

3 
1 


1 
11" 


5 irillll!....- 


a 


1 

i 


11" 


1 tljl|lt|l6:Stll 

a iisiiisisSmsss 


1 


1 

3 
1 


fl 
IS 


lllllllftllillil 

_!i_dmJTd-^w«-;d.MDJiJD 


1 


J 

< 


||-|,.i.l trill 
iii^lll ilium 1. 


° 


gs- 


ssgs3ssasass|5sssgg 


Skssks 


•^Dt 


-<0(B 


i = S23S = i:22S5SSSSSI 



CHAP. Til.] 









"S » 



1 j. J,||3 S3 5s_.°a I 



|"|||ii|-!ji|fl||i3-J-3JlK-S-S|BlMB| 



=fif»g 1 






oJ.- 



3 ■^"r?:a-3 ^'e-^^ei^^'^ oe=s ^a-^-S'iaa 



SHAFTS BURT ABSOClATtOM. 



[I8Se-53 



TOT..^ 


UitUtsiiiinitn 


bm. 




£>.,.■» 




DlSH-D. 


ssassssssssssssss 


BlllT. 


2agSSS55li = SSS-SE' 


BlPT'D. 


i"SSS-»S3S'°''SSS-' 


«.?«.. 








1 


1 

si 

|J.-I||1I||||,b'|I| 


i 
1 




1 
s 




1 


llll|l||ll|l| III 


° 


!8SSS3SS3JSS5S?|=SS 


Su.'.. 


BSSSSSSI25SS5SSg-S? 



CfiAP. VIII.] OTHER ASSOCIATIONS. 245 



CHAPTER Vin. 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS, THAT HAVE BEEN FORMED, MORE OH 

LESS FROM THE SHAFTSBURY. 



It may be proper to give a brief account of the origin and 
present condition of the circumjacent bodies, that have been 
formed mostly, or in considerable part, of churches once em- 
braced within the arms of this foster-mother ; the Shafts- 
bury Baptist Association. For the gratification of many 
who would like to know something of their beginning, pro- 
gress and present state, we will condense in a brief state- 
ment, some account of the Saratoga, Hudson River, Berk" 
MrCy Washington Union, and Stephehtown Associations, 
each of which is now made up, in considerable part, of 
.churches, once belonging to the Shaflsbury body. This 
statement, with the Historical Tables of the annual meetings 
of each of these bodies from their commencement to the year 
1852, will show at a glance. What God hath wrought im 
the section of country once occupied by the old mother 
of Associations, and enable us to realize how great has been 
his goodness to us, as a denomination, in this region during 
the seventh-three years now past, since the Shaftsbury stan- 
dard was first spread out by our Fathers, before the breezes 
of Heaven. 

T. THE SARATOGA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

The above named body was organized by churches who 
had all been members of the Shaftsbury, in the year 1804. 
Some account of this organization, may be found in the body 
of this work, at pages 94, 95, and 101. This was the first 
colony, setot out from the old hive, and having a good terri- 
tory, and being ruled by good counsels, it has grown to be 
a strong and efficient body, that has wielded an influence 
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widely through the land. Its ministers and churches have 
stood up amidst the conflicts and labors of the past half cen- 
tury, for the defence and propagation of the Gospel, in their 
own borders, towards the growing West, and even to the 
ends of the earth. For from one of the churches of this body 
the Northampton, went out the laborious and self-denying 
Miss Eleanor Macoaiber to do a good work among the 
distant heathen, ere she laid down her life, and rested from 
her toils in Barmah. And the 2d Gal way church in 1825, 
'26 gave up its youthful pastor, Rev. Eugenio Kincaid for 
the nobler work of missions, at the call of the Great Shep- 
herd, feeling that if he was a debtor to the heathen in Bur- 
mah, they must yield him cordially to the higher claims of 
the foreign field. 

This body reported 14 churches; 9 ministers, and 1,432 
members, at its first session held at BottshiUy Wednesday, 
August 21st, 1805. In 1827, the following churches were 
dismissed from this body to form the Washington Associa- 
tion ; viz, Hartf$rd, Kingsbury and Hartford ^ Salem^ Lu- 
zeme, and the 2d Fort Ann. This reduced the strength of 
the body somewhat ; taking away several valuable churches 
and ministers, and about 1,000 members. But there was 
lefl 22 churches, 10 ministers, and 2,500 members. And 
for a few years, there was still a diminution of churches, 
and of members till 1830, when but 16 churches were re- 
ported in the convention, with some 1,900 members. This 
decrease was occasioned by the falling off of two or three 
more churches, that joined the Bottskill Association in 1831 
-32, but remained only a few years. 

From 1834 to the present time this body has maintained 
a vigorous course of usefulness, having a strong corps of 
pastors, who have been favored with frequent revivals of 
religion in their respective churches, most of them, building 
up pastors and people together in their most holy faith. 
The largest membership of this whole Body was in 1821, 
when there were 3,940 members in 26 churches, having 18 
ministers in them all. There was a like enlargement in 
1844, when in 28 churches, with 25 ministers, there were 
reported 3,925 members in the whole body ; having baptised 
during the two previous years, no less than 900 in all the 
churches. Since that time, there has been less additions, 
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althoagh, in the years 1850, '51 about 600 were added by 
baptism to the churches. In 1852 there were 26 churches 
27 ministers and over 3,100 members in the body. 

The benevolent contributions of thU Association have al- 
ways been large, for the various objects of regard patronized 
by our denomination. The statistical table in this chapter 
will exhibit at a glance, the whole progress of this enterpri- 
sing band of churches for nearly fifty years. May its use- 
fulness never diminish ; and may the showers of divine 
grace still descend upon both pastors and churches, Aence/br^A, 
as hitherto, until all the waste places around them shall be- 
come a fruitful field, and the generations to come enjoy a sim- 
ilar blessing from the Lord in all their borders. ^'For our 
brethren and companions' sakes, we will now say, Peace be 
with them." 



IL HUDSON RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

We propose to give a very brief sketch of the rise and 
progress of this body, because a number of its churches 
» were once in the Shaftsbury Association, and we suppose 
such a general statement will be gratif/ing to many of the 
readers of this work. For the same reason we insert their 
historical table, as printed in the minutes of 1850. It is 
not as full of statistics, as the other tables, but it gives a 
general view of the progress and strength of that body up 
to the time of the division into Hudson River North, and 
Hudson River South ; as well as the present condition of 
this noble-hearted band of churches. 

The HcTDSON RivEK Baptist Associatiox was or- 
ganized November 15, 1815, in the village of Poughkeepsie, 
where also it held its first anniversary, August, 28th, 29th, 
1816. The following six ehurckei made up the Body at its 
first session, viz. : 

Poughkeepsie, Lewis Leonard, Pastor, with 84 members. 

Fayette street, N. T., John Williams, Pastor, with 401 do. 
Mulberry ttreet, N. T , Arohibald Maolat, Pastor, 268 do. 
Mount Pleaaant, Jaoob EL Bbodicbb, Pastor, with 41 do. 
Hudson Ohuidi, James G. Ooilvib, Pastor, with 47 do. 
Troy, (First Church,) Charles Q. Sombbs, Pastor, 167 do. 

Total of - WS mombers. 
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From 8uch a humble beginning has this body, scattered 
along the water courses of south-eastern New York, grown 
in aboilt thirtj^five years, to the unwieldy bulk of 65 
churches, having some 85 ordained ministers; 19 licen- 
tiates ; and a grand total of 13,617 members in the whole 
connexion in 1850. At this period a division of the body 
was effected with mutual good feeling, and for the general 
convenience of all concerned ; as a constituency so large, 
could not well be entertained, even a small representation 
of it, except by a few churches, without burdening the 
friends in the church where they might meet. The divid- 
ing line is east and west through the village of Poughkeep- 
sie, giving one of the churches in that f ourishing place to 
each body, and so also holding the two kindred families of 
one common name, in fraternal bonds of union by the memo- 
ries of that place of their earliest organization. We do not 
know that there has ever been any serious rupture of feel- 
ings at any time, among the brethren or churches of this 
body, so that the bonds of a common fellowship in the Gos- 
pel have been separated. 

Ot the churches, associated in the Hudson River Body, 
the following have been connected for a longer or shorter 
period, with the Shaflsbury Assodation, viz. : First Albany ; 
Lansinghurgh ; PiUstown\ Schenectady; First Troy^ and 
West Hillsdale, These six churches now embrace a mem- 
bership of more than 1,600 in fellowship. Beside these, a 
number of other churches in the Hudson River Association 
^qrth, were formed from the six above named. Such as 
the four or five Albany churches, North Troy, Ist Half- 
moon, and Sandlake, if not also the churches of Cohoes and 
Newtonville. 

The Hudson River Association North, has 30 churches 
in its embrace, with about 30 ordained and 6 licensed min- 
isters, and a membership of about 4,500 in fellowship. The 
Southern division embraces 35 churches, with about 51 or- 
dained and 14 licensed ministers, and nearly 8,000 mem- 
bers in all the churches. May these bodies never decrease 
in their power of usefulness. 
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in. BERKSHIRE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

This Bodj.was organised in 1827, although the effort 
was commenced as early as June, 1626. By a reference to 
the body of this work, page 179, it will be seen that the 
project was then commenced. The first anniversary was 
held at Pittsfield the last Wednesday in May, 1828, as we 
infer from the appointment of messengers in June, 1827, by 
the Shaftsbury Association to meet with the Berkshire 
brethren at that time and place.* If they held a session 
in 1827 we cannot find the official account of it in any min* 
utes extant Nor would the numbering oi their annual 
minutes as published, indicate that an earlier session was 
held. Even the minutes of the session for 1828, we have 
cot attained, though we have all of a later date* But in 
1829 they report 14 churches, 7 ordained ministers and 844 
members. 

The growth of this body was slow at first ; and for a few 
years it decreased, till in 1837 it only reported 11 churches, 
with a total of 671 members in them all. But better times 
have come ; and since 1840 the Baptist cause in Old Berk* 
shire has been rising and spreading over the county, till 
there are 20 very efficient churches, having some 25 minis* 
ters among them, and a membership of about 2,000 in fel* 
lowship. There has been more strength in the ministerial 
corps of this association in these later years, and with more 
enterprise in the whole business interest of the community, 
our brethren have seen the importance of cultivating their 
home field, and Grod has blessed their efforts. The Table 
we give below will show the progress of this association, and 
we leave that to tell the rest of the tale respecting this body* 
It will be seen that the cause of benevolence is cherished 
among the sons ifnd daughters of Berkshire^ although their 
soil is not the most fertile for the agriculturist. But the me* 
chanic, the manufacturer, and the schoolmaster are abroad in 
that territory, with the facilities of intercourse with the sea* 
board and the whole country, afforded by the western rail* 
road coursing through their vallies and mountain passes, from 
Boston to Albany, and from North Adams to New York 
city, and why should not Berkshire county inmish the ma* 

* S«6 page 188 of this work. 
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terial and the motive for Baptists to grow and become a 
strong people through the favor of God upon their efforts t 
The interest that our honored brother, Governor Bbiggs, 
(who resides at Pittsfield,) has taken in our affairs, has been 
no small benefit to our feeble ohurches in that region. May 
the evening of his life be as calm and happy; as its meridian 
has been useful and honorable* 



IV. WASHINGTON UNION BAPTIST ASSO- 
CIATION. 

This association is successor to the Washington and Bolts* 
kill associations, thafr existed a few years in the county of 
Washington, N. Y. They were antagonistic bodies, or at 
least the churches composing them did not fellowship each 
other for awhile, as the following sketch of them will show. 
We cannot give a lengthy account of any of these bodies ; 
but enough to show their origin and general course of travel* 

The Washington Baptist Association was organized 
at a convention held in Hartford, August 18th and l9th, 

1826, composed of delegates from the several churches fol* 
lowing, viz. : Hartford, Adamsville, Salem and Luzerne^ 
from the Saratoga, and the Granville, Hampton and Hebron 
churches, from the Vermont Association. This body held 
its first anniversary at Adamsville, June Idlh and 14th, 

1827, when the 2d Fort Ann Baptist Church united with 
them, making eight churches, that had seven ministers and 
1,217 members in fellowship. Their increase was but little 
for the whole period of their organized existence, as their 
territory lay between that of the Saratoga and Vermont 
bodies, or was rather a portion of territory taken from these 
bodies in such a way and time that it could not well enlarge its 
borders. The following extract from the Tfifth rule of deco* 
rum in the Constitution will show, at least in part, why this 
body did not expand more in the territory that it occupied. 

*' And whereas, long experience has shown that the sub- 
ject of Free-masonry, when introduced into an association, 
has been productive of much evil without effecting any 
good ; we therefore refer that subject to the wisdom of each 
church, and forever close the doors of this association against 
it." 
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It Hill be seen that this was designed to estop all inquiry 
into the merits or demerits of an institution of doubtful 
moral character; at a time too, Mrhen the public mind was 
greatl J agitated by the recent disclosures of Wm. Morgan, 
in regard to the moral evils of Free-masonry. And as this 
Constitution was framed the ver^ $ame season that Morgan 
disappeared so strangel j, and was framed also by men who 
were mostly in connexion with the institution at the time, as 
the leading ministers in this organization were, it need not 
be wondered at that this body grew so slow. For a counter* 
current bad been set at work in the minds of many, that 
eould no more be stayed in its progress than the rushing wa- 
ters of Niagara ; that demanded of all men, and not less of 
Christian men and churches, an examination of the merits 
or demerits of Free-masonry. It will be recollected that the 
Shaflsbury Association in the year 1798, and again in 
1802-3, had expressed their opinion adverse to the union of 
church members with Freemason lodges ;* and now in the 
Saratoga Association at its session, June 28th and 29tb9 
1826, held at Salem, the following action is recorded. 

'* iVherecLS the Bottskill church manifested a dissatisfac- 
tion with the churches for holding in fellowship, members 
who frequent Masonic Lodges, and appear with their badges 
on, at their celebration^ ; Mesolved, That Elder Barber have 
the liberty to read the result of a council held in Bottskill, 
the 2d of November 1808, on the subject of Masonry. 
Whereupon, JResolvedy That each church in the association, 
be requested to write their views on this subject, to the 
Bottskill church, previous to the .next session of the Asso- 
ciation.^t 

With such adverse views on this subject, is it strange that 
the men of those days should have had some sharp conten- 
tion between them, like Paul and Bamaba^ of old ? And 
with the feelings naturally engendered by such views, what 
wonder if they separated and went different ways for years ? 
Those who were a/raid of discussion could not associate 
with those who would discuss and examine this exciting 
topic, and so a few churches gathered around this new stand- 
'ard a few years, while others erected still another, around 

* Bee pages 57, 92 and 98 of this werlc 
t SantdgtminTifei (^ 1826) p. (^ T. 
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which they marshalled their forces, and strengtheRed them* 
selves against all secret^ oath-bound societies of men for adj 
purpose whatever. The Washington Association in 1633) 
reported 11 churches, 6 ministers, and 3 licentiates, with an 
aggregate of 1,635 members, the largest number It ever 
reached in the eight years of its separate existence. 

The other standard alluded to, was erected in 1831, with 
the name and title of the *^ Bottskill Baptist Assoc ia* 
TioN." This organization commenced in a convention that 
met at Elder Barber's church, (the Bottskill,) August 16th 
and 17tb, 1831, which adjourned to meet at Hartford, Sep^ 
tember 13th and 14th, 1831, when the Constitution was 
adopted, and the association held its first session. Set}€n 
churches were present by their delegates (23 in all,) among 
whom were the following ministers : 

Edward Barber, of Bottskill, with 186 baptised, acda total <^ 414^ 
Barney Allen, of let Fort Add, with 18 ~ 

■ ■ '■ , of Fort Add Village, with 2 

George Withbeell, of Hartford, with 76 
Nathaniel Colter, of KiDgsbury, with 40 
Jonathan Finoh, of 1 st Saratoga, with 2 
Daniel TiNKHAM,of White Creek, with 111 

In all 1,388 

The distinctive article in the Constitution of this new bodj 
was interpreted by the following resolution. ^* Resolved^ 
That the following is our understanding of the second arti- 
cle of our Constitution : ' No church which refuses to apply 
the laws of Christ, or do not apply them for the entire re* 
moral of speculative Free-masonry from the church, by hold* 
ing their members who ar^ Masons, to leave it as a moral 
evil, and confess their wrong according to the requirement 
of the gospel for having participated in that evil, shall have 
a seat in this association.' " 

This body continued for four years, embracing at its larg* 
est size, but 9 churches, 8 ministers, and 1,429 members in 
August, 1833 ; although in 1834, the total of members report* 
ed in all the churches, was 1,446-— the unusual number of 135 
having been added to Elder Barber's church that season. 

Meanwhile, the hard feelings and animosities that had so< 
long existed in the minds of some, had soflened down into.a 
mellower state of Christian regard, so that in the year 1834| 
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eflRirM Were made to effect a union of all tlie chnrcboB in t&o 
f^nntj ad fik* ad might be convenient, in ome body of aiflilia* 
ted chnrches, which end was secured at the itbnaal meeting 
of the Washington Association at Hartford, Jnne 10th ana 
llth, 1835. l*he two bodies met in convention and agr^^ 
upon a oonstitution, (which had been previonslj submitted to 
the seire^l churches trjr the lovers of peace,) and ibiajiy sUf* 
ehteen churches united in a New Bbiy styled the ^ WASlS* 
INGTON Union Association." 

The following is the reading of the 9ixA oHich^ in the 
Constitution of Che New Body, touching the matter that had 
kept brethren so kmg from each other. ^ AtticU 6, Specula* 
live Free-masonry in our belief, is a moral evil and should 
be treated as such ; and churches ought to require an ac* 
knowledgment of it iVom their members^ whb are, or bdit 
been Masons.'"* 

Thus was formed the assodation, whose name stands Ai 
the head of this article, and whose existence has been prbii* 
perous for the most part, ever since, now nearly titrenW 
years. At the session of 1835, as stated above, 17 Anr(£» 
es entered the union, having 12 ordained ministers abd 2 
licentialtes, with an aggregate membership of $,643 in all th^ 
churches. This has been an efficient body, favored ottea 
with revivals amobg its churches, and doing liberally for th^ 
geneinl cause of benevolence in the world, as well as among 
the needy in their own borders, "the statistical Table ^ 
this, arid the antecedent bodies Will sihow at one view ihe 
truth of these statements. In 1843 there were 24 (6htatidhei| 
in the uni&n^ having 20 ministers, and 3,918 members, 0f 
whom the unusual number of 1,006 had been baptised dbrinj^ 
the year previous.t 

It win also be seen, that thelt* contribu!tiOn$ tor varidvii 
objects of benevolence are in some proportion to their nuiii- 
bers and blessings froni the Great Head of the chofdliei^ 
under whose fostering smile they have reached the meilsurie 
of prosperity ihey have enjoyed in recent yeAis. Long may 

« Sm MimitM of WaahiiigtoD Union Anodtitidii of ISSB^ ittf^lt 

t At tHe recent 8M8i<mo^ this Body, held witji the ^alern .Btptift .^aqifdi at 
Shndien, Bflu^ St', and Jane lit end ad, 1S&1. there were reported SS dioraieai tl 
mlnittei% 9 UoentSitee, ISdlMpttfeed; 75 ndM by httcf ; IW fflwiiiilil; »•»■ 

12 
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the Washington union of Baptist churches continue to enjoy 
Crod's favor, and to dispense the benefits of his grace to the 
destitate, at home and abroad, according to their ability to 
do good to all men. The compiler of this work was, for 
five years pastor of one of the churches in this body, and 
has attended its annual gatherings often, and hence his read- 
ers will pardon his partiality in extendkig this notice to such 
greater length than he has given to other bodies, having even 
more of the Shaftsbury churches in them. 



V. STEPHENTOWN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

The Stephentownj is the youngest daughter of this Old 
Mother of Associations. Its constituent churches were all 
once members of the Shaftsbury body, or ofi'-shoots from 
those churches. Of the ./i/^en churches that organized into 
this new body, the AusterUtz, Berlin, I Canaan, 2 Canaan, 
Chatham, Cheshire, Egremont, Hancock, East Hillsdale, 1 
Nassau, 2 Nassau, and Stephentown churches, had been 
numbered in the older body, and most of them for many 
years. Of the remaining three constituent churches, as near 
as we can ascertain, concerning them, the Grafton, Peters- 
burgh and First Sandlake were colonies from the Berlin, 
and of course had been connected through their mother 
church, with the same bedy, if any where. The territory 
occupied by these churches was at a distance from the main 
body, stretching some forty or fifty miles to the South from 
the old centre, and lying in those parts of Rensselaer and 
Columbia counties, back from the Hudson Biver. Hence 
the brethren of these churches chose to organize into a new 
body, which could assemble with greater convenience by 
themselves, but with perfect good feeling towards the older 
body, as the action Respecting it, recorded on pages 204-5 
of this work, testifies. 

The convention that organised it met at Stephentown, N.T., 
May 1st, 1832, being composed of about thirty delegates, of 
whom six were nainisters of the Gospel, and representing 
fourteen churches. The venerable Hull was moderator of 
this meeting, as he was preacher of the introductory sermon 
at th^ first anniversary, in Jane following. He was now in 
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" _ A 

his 76th year, and ere the second session occurred, he 
had gone up to join the great Association ahove. But his 
presence and counsel were useful in arranging the order of 
this new body. Its constitution and rules of order were those 
of the Bottskill Association, with some modifications, as the 
latter was derived mainly from the old Shaftibury, with 
some variation. It appears that this new Association also 
took ground against the institution of Free-Masonry, as the 
following resolution of the convention declares. ^^JSesolvedj 
(as a substitute for the 2d article of the Bottskill constitution, 
which was rejected) That in our opinion, Speculative Free'* 
Masonry is an institution whose obligations and tendency 
are hostile to Christianity, and we advise the churches to 
have nofellowshtp or cennexion with it, and that they require 
their masonic brethren to absolve themselves from all aliegi-* 
ance to it, and give satisfactory evidence to the churches." 

This action merely changed the testimony of the body 
against the institution, from an article of the constitution, 
(as in the Bottskill organization) to a resolution expressive 
of the deliberate opinion of the body on this exciting subject. 
We do not learn that this policy was altered in the subse* 
quent history of the Association. But in 1839, they revised 
their constitution, making some alteration of its details of 
business. 

At the present time this body is somewhat weakened by 
the departure of some of its churches to other bodies, where 
they can be more conveniently connected. In 1852 they 
reported 13 churches, 15 ordained ministers, 18 baptised, 
and a total of 1,141 in all the churches. The Berlin, East 
Hillsdale, and Stephentown churches are the largest and 
strongest in the body, having each from 155 to 170 mem- 
bers in standing. The tabular view below will show the 
general condition of the Association from the beginning, 
and the spirit of benevolence that has been cultivated in the 
churches of this body, for the difiTusion of the gospel in the 
world. 

May the churches of the Stephentown Association share 
again in the outpourings of the Holy Spirit as in the days 
of the Fathers, and renew their usefulness in their interest- 
ing field of labor, soon to become the scene of more busi* 
ness, and the home of a denser population, in consequence 
of the railroad facilities multiplying in their borders. 



8HAFTIB0BY ASSOCIATION. . [1805-26 






Duu'i 






T.jl I ( I I I I I I IgSg^ggS 



BAFt'ol ^S""« 






. I 1 - .- > ill if -^ .= 5 il 1 1 






|||i|||||i2l-5|fl|3||ls 

3 31l_sl=.ria32j|ssj5||J 



OBAP. VIII.] STATISTIC*. 



if^ll!llllill|liilili||3il 



'''°"~-^-----&&^E^iS(£(nEooo&^aW 



-:Q»^dO&^i-i.--oo 



I 



I 
I 

I 

I 

If 

I 
I 



SHAFTSBITRT AaSOCIATIO:*. 



£1816-87 



ill 



m 



i jgii^igiSS s'^'o 9 ^ 2.55 S g 









CBAP, Tin.] 



BTATrSTICS. 



Pn 



Bap- |£i 



■^% ° ■" -S '\ - a -I -o -^^i g" E s 

«BlBl||||||||"ILt 






Si 



Isjlllllllllj 






liililiiii 



isliSSISISiiisSi 



asAmsanj ^nociAncni. p8S7-5} 



s 


1^1 






roTii. 


slssiirslslgllSISIiiiSJ.i 


p 


D«D. 


22*2S2r"''"32''S^;:gSSS^^53 


•4 


Kict'n. 


°'2£S-S"2°*2'~''2r^:?S"S = -S° 


^ 


DlUl'D. 


sssss;sss;sssiS52S3;ssss3 




= ;S53SSS2SSr.iSg-iSgS52i = 


^ 


Bat'iu. 


SSS£S:SS=2SS=SSS2SgSSSS 


l; 




.2--_,=...--S-.5,_2,- = ,gS- 






i 


! 


8 

FJIii-fi"i\-i|ftiJ"lli 


ft 


. 


ll=J||f s^jvfi Ifitsl s |-fii 




3 

1 


!tf!iil#jl!ii!j! 


1 


llllli!lil!Lllilil!lllll 


^ 


-J- 


|Sg=3SSSSSA3S;S33;SSSS|S3 









CHAP. VIIL] 



5.i 


=S3SSS|3 


2SSS 


53SS8SSS 




TOTll. 


ssiigsss 


III! 


S.S.SSSSSS 




D»D. 


„•,..- 


= 2 = 


SSSSSS^S 






=S32iS 




3SSSSSSS 




Dibk'o. 


iSSSSSS 


Si? 


ssssssss 




Bri-n. 


ssESis 


SS£ 


gssssss:: 




Bapi'd. 


S2SS|3S 


5"-S 


g5HgS3S5 




am-aa. 


poi-aoeoE^ 


uc-os.* 


22 = ::3= = s 




Cau'a. 










1 


6 ojtaa 


lill 

d "lid 






j 

a 


lldffj 


llll 


,J|Je||| 




1 


1 fill i 

S^DitoddaS-JCri 


BQdCi 


iifilii 

n-a S 3 o n ^ 5 




1 


3taB3ciltS-<i 


i 


,- JllLe. 
lllliill 




° 




SSSS 


|SSSS|S3 





SHArTai;uKr AMOCIAHOK. 



[ai4S-» 



^ 


M 


iiiiiiiill' 


y 


rotiu 


li§llll!lll 


3 


bi.p. 




o 


EICL'S. 


_;SS"i5_3S_J2-S 


M 


D.8«'n. 


< 


Bt lit. 


;sss?ssgS3S 


§ 


BiPt'a. 


|g;3SS§S53S 


s 


UlK'RS. 


S2 = si=^s=: = s 


5 


Jbh'b. 




11 


1 


.-- |t--i 

il!iii«J2i 

-iiJ4(oo3JK&-^d6 


1 


mmm 




j 


if.- s' 


1 


3 


irfiilfrtll 
illil«llSl 


<i 


l"""i=^^ 



PI 



3 1 

i 1 






p. vm.} 



STATISTIC*, 





!S8 = 3aSgSSSSEesS5SS23 


Total 


mnmrmmmm 


;;sr- 


-p-p-s!:'gi=:Ss;rSg5;a ■ 


Dibu'd 


li'.JSS!;ff = 2SJEgS3:;SS2-2 


Bapt'd 


|ll|il|liPfffppi= 




^a.g-^--a-.5— ^-B«:; a S^ :;:;•;"-„;;— 


1 


^||iii2ii||ll|H||1l 


1 




& 


=-l|^if||l|jllli-siliiil 


3 


ii.,4A.. is 
msiMiziimiM 


a 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


y^MNfl. 





264 SHAFTSBITRT ASSOCIATION. [CONCLTTSION. 

CONCLUSION. 



And now we conclade the body of this work, which re* 
fen to the rise and progress of the Shaflsbary Association, 
for a period of nearly three-fourths of a century. We have 
added a brief chapter, to give a general view of the circum- 
jacent bodies that have been formed more or less from this 
Association, and furnished Tabular views of the annual meet- 
ings oi each of these bodies, taken from authentic sources, 
wi^ch will show the strength of each, in churches, ministers 
and members, at every period of their progress to the pres- 
ent time. We propose in the appendix that follows, to give 
some additional items of interest, that will help to illustrate 
the goodness of Grod to his Israel in this section of the land, 
and call out the gratitude of every true disciple in view of 
what God has wrtmghl in the up-building of so many church- 
es, and the formation of so many associations in this field, 
where, in the infancy of this Association, but half a dozen 
churches existed in a '' vast howling wilderness," feeble in 
strength, few in membership, and scarcely able to erect eyen 
comfortable log meeting-houses for their congregations to 
worship God in. 

But now, after the lapse of seventy-ihree years, instead of 
half a dozen churches^ behold as many associations averag- 
ing fifteen or twenty churches in each, exerting an evangeli- 
cal influence over six or eight counties ; and combining a 
powerful agency with other kindred bodies, to spread the 
Gospel in its purity throughout our whole land, and to the 
ends of the earth ! There now exists on what was once 
the territory of the Shaftsbury Association, about 100 Bap- 
tist churches, with an aggregate membership of twelve or 
fifleen thousand members. And although the Old Mother 
is weak and feeble, in churches, ministers and members, 
Compared with her more palmy days, she can boast of a fine 
family of enterprising daughters settled around her ; and a 
family interest that gives promise of perpetuating to their 
children and successors in these churches, the inheritance 
God has put into the possession of Baptists in this re- 
gion, if they shall prove at all worthy of their renowned an- 
cestry. 
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APPENDIX. 



In completing the full design of this work, the compiler has, with 
much labor, prepared an Appendix, that will preserve and perpetuate 
the knowledge of many interesting facts respecting the churches and 
ministers of this body, which cotdd only be saved from pbUvion, by 
grouping them together in classes at the close of the volume. To 
render it more easy of reference we shall divide this part of this work 
into three different sections. Tbe^r«^ will embrace particular sketch- 
es of the origin and progress of the several churches that are now in 
the Shaftsbury Association, except the Rupert, which has left it, since 
their sketch was drawn up for tne work. Following the account of 
these 8even churches, will be a comprehensive table of all the church- 
es, alphabetically arranged, that have ever been connected for any 
length of time with the body. In the aecondt we shall present bio- 
graphical sketches of some IS or 20 of the older and more distinguish- 
ed Fathers in the ministry, whose labors contributed to the growth 
and prosperity of the association, and of those associations that were 
formed from this. Following these sketches, will be a carefullv pre- 
pared tabular view of all the ministers of the gospel, from the prst to 
the last, whose names appear on the Shaftsbury minutes, as ever hav- 
ing been connected with the churches in this body. This title will 
give, the names of ministers in alphabetical order, the church that 
each served, or belonged to in the body, the year his name first appears 
on the minutes, and Qie last year also, with the number of years he 
was in the association ; and what became of him, or when and where 
he died, so far as we have been able to ascertain correctly. Tn the 
third section, we shall present a series of tables, that will exhibit the 
statistics ot each of the churches ever connected in the body (with 
some of the branch churches formed from these original churches) with 
Pastors names, and the usual statistics from year to year as printed in 
the official minutes of the several bodies to which these churches have 
belonged, to the year 1852. Of course we must except those few 
churches situated at a distance from the old Territory once possessed ^ 
by the Shaftsbury Association, because their statistics could not be 
attained. Bat all the churches in the five following associations that 
were ever connected to the old mother, we have given, viz : the Sara- 
toga, Hudson River, Berkshire^ Washington Union, and the Stephen- 
town. It is hoped the labor of preparing this series of tables will be ap- 
preciated by some, at least, of the readers of this work, and give them 
satisfactioa in looking over the statistics of the several chucches. 
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SECTION L 



HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF THE PRESENT 
SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION* 



FIRST BAPTIST OHUROH IN BENNINaTON, VERMONT. 

The first Baptist church in BeDDlngton, wan recognised April 11th, 
182^. For many years a number of baptist brethren had resided ia 
the north and west portions of the town ; the former belonging to 
the first Shaftsbury church, under Elder Mattison's care ; and tbe^ 
liiiter, in the west part of the town, belonging to the church in 
Hooeick* N. T. ; then, and for many years, under the pastoral care 
of Elder L Keach. In the east part of the town there had never 
been any considerable number of baptist professors, till about the 
period above named. Among the earliest settlers, who became per* 
manent residents of Bennington East Village and vicinity, then fa- 
miliarly called Algiers^ that held to baptist sentiments, were hretbrea 
Isaiah Hendrix, Enoch Winslow, long a deacon of this church, and 
Aaron Qrover. Brother Anthony J. Haswell, an older- half brother of 
our Burman missionary, James M. Haswsll, bad long resided at the 
centre of the town, but there seemed to be no call in Providence for 
our brethren to " set up their Banner in the name of the Lord'' till the 
time mentioned. 

The few brethren who had found themselves thus far from church 
privileges, began to meet for social religbus worship, and were 
comforted together in their interviews. Increasing in numbers, and 
feeling the importance of regular public worship, there being no 
house of worship in the place, they obtained ministerial aid, occa- 
sionallj. from surrounding pastors ; and finally concluded to invite an. 
EcclesiasticAl council to advise with them, and, if thought best^ re- 
cognize them as a church io gospel order. This occurred on the 1 1th 
of April, 1827, as stated above,*' when 28 members of different Bap- 
tist lurches, with mn« persons baptised on the occasion, were org^- 
ized into an independent church, under the name of the Baptist 
Chuboh in Brnnington, Vi'* 

The rapidly increasing population of the east village, made it an 
inviting field of labor for this young church, and called them loudly to 
make efforts to build up the cause of truth and holiness in the p&ce, 
since they were then the only church oi^ganization in it. They 
were still supplied occasionally by neighboring pastors, for a year, 
until in June, 1 828, they secured the services of Brother aenry 
F, BcUdwin, who was ordained as their pastor Dec., 17th 1828. ue 
served tfcuNn in.this relation till Oct, 1880, during vJhiob peiiod tihey. 
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had but little increase ; reporting 48 to tbe association in June, 1828 ; 
. and only 53 in June, 18S0.* This slow growth was for the want of a 
suitable house for worship, for which they struggled hard, however, 
during the year 1 829. They had held their meetings in tbe old 
Academy for about three years. But "in the spring of 1829, the 
church began to make arrfmgments for tbe erection of a meeting 
house. Aided by the hearty co operation of some enterprising indi- 
Tiduals in the village, and by the generous inhabitants of the town 
and vicinity, they were able to erect a neat and convenient house of 
public worship, which was completed and dedicated to the service 
of Almighty God, July the 7th, 1880." 

Elder Thomas Teasdalb succeeded Elder Baldwin as |>astor in 
Oct, 1880, and continued in that relation till February, 1 882, when he 
was succeeded by Elder Jeremiah Hall, in April of that year, who 
continued three years, as pastor of the church, or till April 1 835. 
Under Elder TeasHale's care the church was somewhat enlarged, re- 
porting in June, 1881, to the association, an accession of 17 by Imptism, 
and 9 by letter, making a total of 70 members. The year 1881 being 
a year of general revival, the work continued, so that in June, 188S 
after Elder Hall's settlement, the church had the pleasure of reporting 
the addition of 20 more bv baptism, making their whole number 87. 
Every year of Elder Hab's ministry, there was a gradual increase 
and when he left them in 1885, they numbered 107 in fellowship. In 
the winter of 1884, the church held a series of meetings for two or 
three weeks, in which the pastor was assisted by Rev. George B. Ide, 
then of Brandon, Vt, and by Elder Abohibald Wait, of Rupert, who9e 
labors were owned to the salvation of a few precious souls, and the 
accession of 1 2 by baptism to the church. These labors were useful 
to the students of Union Academy also, at that time flourishing under 
the care of Mr. Adiel Harvey^ now, and for several years. Pastor of 
the Baptist church in Old Plymouth, Mass. The revival of this 
Academy from a long sleep of years, to a new course of usefulness, 
was under God, the work of Elder Hall and his brethren of the Bap- 
tist church, aided however by other friends of education in the village 
of various denominations, as well as by some of the brethren in churdi- 
cfl around. 

Elder Hall was succeeded by Brother Samuel B, Wtllia, a recent 
graduate of Union College, N. Y , who was ordained July 8th, 1 885, 
as pastor of the church, Rev. G. B. Ide, then of Albany, preaching 
the Sermon from I Cor. II, 8. " And I was with you in weakness, 
anH in fear and in much trembling." Elder Willis continued but one 
year, added a few to the church, Iwth by baptism and b^p* letter, so that. 
ne left 115 in their fellowship, aa reported to the association ip June^ 
1886. 

The npxi Pastor was Eld. Stephen Hotohivs, whose ministery ex- 
tended through a period of nearly six years; or from 1886 to 1841. 

* Our esteemed missionary sister, Mra. Euza W. Brown, the wife of Bev. 17stbai|. 
Brown at Bbsagor^ Asam, in India, was Baptised into tlie fUlowsbip of tMi 
cboreh hoY. SI8to, 1880, among its earlier members. 
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He was farored with a revival of great power in the years 1889-40 ; 
which added 80 to the church bj baptism alone, and 14 by letter , 
making a total in June 1840, of 206 membera During his pastorate 
there was a nett increase of about 80 members in the churches. In 
1839, the spirit of Beneficence waxed so strong among the brethren of 
this church, that thej reported $64,00 contributed for various objects ; 
and in 1840, the sum of $180,00, of which $100,00 for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and $50,00 for Hamilton Institution, were given by uie late 
Elias Dimick, one of their members. 

In 1842, Elder Wu. W. Moors took the pastoral charge of the 
church ; but remained only one year. This was a year of enlarge- 
ment, during which 67 were adaed by baptism, and the churdi at- 
tained to a membership of 257, the lai^est it ever reported. But it 
was the year of the Adyent excitement, and some were only transient 
professors, that went aw^ and walked no more with the people of 
Qod, when they saw the Lord did not come as they had expected, to 
give them the kingdom. How hard it is to live and work by Faith, 
waiting for the Lord, and occupying upon our talents until he comes. 
Only &e genuine disciple will do this ; and he sometimes seems to be 
turned almost back from the cause. But the revival of 1848 added 
some valuable members to the church. 

Elder 0. W. Hodoes, once of Shaftsbury centre, was the next Pas- 
tor for about five consecutive years, or from the fall of 1843, to the 
fall of 1 848. During his ministry, no extensive revival was enjoyed ; 
but some were added by baptism and others by letter, nearly every 
year. The church suffered a great loss in 1846, by the destruction of 
their " holy and beautiful house"' of worship in a fire that entirely 
consumed it. But the kindness of their Episcopal Brethren allowed 
them a place of meeting in their destitution ; and in about one year 
and a half, they were permitted by the Divine favor to dedicate a 
new and convenient chapnel to the service of God, which, witJ^ great 
sacrifices, they had re-built upon the site of their former sanctuary. 
May it long be to them as their Fathers houses and become the spir- 
itual birthplace of many . souls. Elder Hodges continued as Pastor, 
until his failing health compelled him to leave them in the fall of 
1848. He removed to Bristol, Vt, where he died in April, 1851, la- 
mented by many to whom his labors had been blessed as a savor of 
life unto life. 

His successor was Elder Edward Conoveb, who became their Pas- 
tor in the autumn of 1849, and remained with them till the spring of 
1852, when he resigned, and removed to Lebanon Springs, N. Y. A 
few have been added to the church each of the last few years, 
and the number now stands in 1853 at about 1 60. For the past year 
they have had no settled pastor. 

Thus it appears that this church has enjoyed an almost uninterrupt- 
ed e^rowth, during the brief period of their existence, now 25 years, 
durmg which they have seldom been destitute of pastoral oversight ; 
have enjoyed four or five considerable revivals, in 1881-2 ; in 1884 ; 
in 1839-40 ; in 1842-8 ; and in 1849-50, when some 18 or 20 were bap- 
tised into their fellowship. From the first about 280 have been added 
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to them by baptism ; 145 by letter ; and 15 by experience and restora- 
tion ; making, with the original names, a total of eonie 480 who havo 
been embraced in their membership. Of these 166 have been dis- 
missed to other churches, 54 dropped from the records, 29 excluded, 
and 43 have died ; leavmg a present number (in 1852) of about 160. 
Has not God been good to his Israel in the l^irst Bennineton Baptist 
church t For if they have shared largelv in trials, and in labors to 
sustain the cause of truth among them, they have enjoyed predoua 
harvests also, and rich consolations in Christ Jesus, — ^while a goodly 
number of brethren and sisters still remain, to carry forward the 
work of the gospel in their growing and prosperous community. May 
this church never be the least, in futm'e years, among the four or five 
organizations that now form the sisterhood of churches in the village 
of Bennington. 

The foUowing brethren have served the church as deacons from 
the first, viz : Enoch Winslow, Lorenzo Dowtis, Aaron Grover and 
Zadoc L. Taft. 

Brethren Charles B. Eeyes, Truman Hendrix, Wm. Corbiere 
James AUen, L. Berry, Horace Fletcher, Z. L. Taft and A. B. Valen- 
tine have held the office of clerk in successive order to the present time. 

In February, 1884, the diurch printed a ** short summary of the 
Faith and Disoiplinx of the church," with a brief historic sketch of 
its progress to that time, which has furnished, with the file of associa- 
tional minutes, the chief fiicts wrought into this short history of the 
ehorek 



n. SKETCH OF THE SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH IN 

BENNINGTON, VT. 

The Second Baptist Church in Bennington was organized in July 
1 844 ; and publicly recognized by a council that met with them on 
the 2d day of October, following. Elder D. Tinkham of White Creek 
was Moderator of this council, and Dea. Z. L. Taft, of 1 Bennington, 
was Clerk, This church was composed in part, and has been subse- 
(^uently increased, by the accession of members once in the connec- 
tion of the First Shaftsbury church, for about forty years under the 
pastoral care of Elder I. Mattison. A crisis having come in that 
ehurch, of such a nature, in the exercise of their discipline that it waa 
found, if they went forward in a course of discipline, they must be 
rent in pieces, and in all probability, be scattered to the four winds 
of heaven. As the best expedient they could devise in such an emer- 
gency, they voted to dissolve their oi^anization as a church, author- 
ising the clerk to give letters when applied for, to members of the 
old church, stating that they were members at the time of its dissola- 
tk>n, without giving any recommendation further of their standing. 

This move has been called "hasty, and without reference to the feel- 
ings and advice of their former Pastor," so long their spiritual guide 
and counsellor, who was absent at the time, on a tour among his chil- 
dren in the west. In answer, we maj^ be permitted to suggest, that 
Elder Mattison was not considered their pastor at that time ; but wm 
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rather a minister at large, preaching sometimes for them, but often 
itinerating abroad, when and where he pleased. In the minutes of 
the Association for 184i, in a foot note, it is recorded thus of the 1st 
Shaftsbury church, "No pastor ; but supplied with preaching hj B. 
R Bennett."* 

These statements will be a sufficient justification of those brethren 
who acted in this matter, according to their most deliberate convic- 
tions in dissolving the old chureh, thereby preventing, as they feared, 
a long distraction, or a total wreck of the church. 

In this situation of their affairs, a few who were willing hearted 
" first g^ve themselves to the Lord, and then to each other by the will 
of God" to sustain the worship of God, and the order of a visible 
ehurch of Christ, in the thriving village of Nortli Benninj^ton. This 
place had no bouse for evangelical preaching, and no organized church 
in it, and it was perfectly consistent to the views and feelings of these 
brethren that au effort was needed of this kind, for the spiritual wel- 
fare of the people. Hence the incipient organization in July ; and 
the subsequent act of recognition by the council that met in October. 

At the meeting of the Association at the old house of the 1st ShidOts- 
bury church in June, 1845, this new organization ap(>lied for admission 
to the body, and a committee was appointed, to consider their request, 
who reported as follows : 'That having consulted the officers of said 
church — made inquiry respecting their organization— examined their 
articles of faith and practice, and finding them, in the opinion of your 
ccmmittec, to be orthodox, do therefore recommend that said church 
be received as a member of this Association." This report was accept- 
ed, and it was "voted," jf That said church be received as a member of 
this Association, and that the Moderator, in its behalf, present to them 
the right hand of fellowship ;" which was done by Elder I. Reach, the 
presiding officer of the body, to Deacon I. Gale, as the representative 
of the church. * . 

Thus fellowshipped by tht) Association, this interest began its ca- 
reer as a church of Christ. Tlie;^ had alreadv secured the services of 
Brother Justin A. Smith, as their pastor, who had been preaching 
some months among them. They had also secured a lot on which to 
erect a meeting-house in a fine location at the head of one of their 
principal streets. , And on the last day of the Association, at the request 
of this new church, "after a very satisfactory and interesting exami- 
nation. Brother Smith was solemnly set apart to the work of the Gos- 
pel Ministry ."t 

Elder Smith then, was the first pastor of this church, in which re- 
lation he continued till July, 1849, a period of nearly ^i;« years, when 
he resigned and soon after became pastor of the first Baptist church, 
in the city of Rochester, N. Y., where he still labors. During his min- 
istry, he gathered a good congregation and consolidated the strength 

*See minntes of 1844, page 4th, foot note. 
tSee Minutes of 1845, page 5tb. 
tBee Minutes of 1845^ page Tth. 
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of the Baptist cause in, and around the village, so far as could reason- 
ably be expected. And although the church enjoyed no special re- 
viyal under his ministry, Elder Smith left them in a growing condition 
with 84 members, and possessed of a spirit of benevolence that had 
contributed $156,40 for various objects during the previous year. In 
the five years of his continuance among them, he baptised 1 1 ; while 
25 were added by letter ; 28 by experience ; and the church increas- 
ed from 38 to 84 members amidst all the labor and hardship of build- 
ing a house of worship. This is a convenient edifice, with tower, 
clock and bell ; which was dedicated to the worship of God in Janu- 
ary, 1846. Bt sides, the society have built about 100 feet of sheds on 
their lots for the convenience of their beasts, while they go up from 
the country around to keep holy day before the Lord. In these ex- 
penditures, the church has been greatly assisted by the community 
as well as in the support of their pastors. 

In September, 1 849, they secured the services of Brother John D. E, 
Jones as Mr. Smith's successor, who was ordained in November fol- 
lowing and has continued as their pastor to the present time, now 
nearly f<ur years. His labors have been crowned with a blessing in 
leathering in a few souls, and in retaining a good congregation to 
near the word of life dispensed from one Lord's day to another. The 
church numbers about 100, at the present time, and is actif^ in sus- 
taining the cause of religious benevolence at home and abroad. There 
are still in the community around, many members of the old church, 
(as it is called) who might, without any great sacrifice of principle, it 
is thought, become members of this new interest, and aid its growth. 
as well as their own advance in grace by the connection. They are 
generally friendly to the pastor, and seem to be waiting for a time of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, to enliven their graces and 
make them ready co-laborers in the vineyard of Christ. May'the 
spirit be poured out richly and speedily upon that place, and the 
stately goings of our God be there seen in the sanctuary, and among 
all his people. 

A few individuals have purchased and fitted up a neat parsonage 
for their minister at a cost of some $1100. Shall such sacrifices be 
in vain ? We think not. But the showers will yet come down like 
rain upon the new mown grass, in answer to prayer, and the promise 
never fail, that "he that goeth forth weeping and bsaring precious seed, 
shall come again rejoicing and bringing his sheaves with him." 

Since Iheir organization in 1844, now nearly nine years, 21 have 
been baptised, 47 added by letter, and 23 by experience, making 129 
that have been in their fellowship, with the 38 original members ; of 
whom 18 have been dismissed, 3 excluded, and 9 deceased, leaving 
about 100 as their present membership. Isaao Gale, and W. J. 
Watson have been the deacons of this church, and Wm. E. Hawks 
its only clerk. 
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III SKETCH OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN HOC- 

SICK, N. T. 

CoDcerning the rise and progress of the Baptist cause in the town 
of Hoosick, N. T., and especially of the First Hoosick Baptist Church, 
as it is now designated, ve are able to give the following account. It 
is to be regretted that a fuller sketch could not have been secured, 
but the compiler failed of any aid in regard to it, from the Pastor of 
the church to whom he wrote, and hence has made out the following 
sketch from general sources of information, by the minutes of the 
Associations, and verbal statements from some of the aged Brethren 
yet living in the town. 

The first Baptist preacher we have any account of| lived in the 
north-west part of the town, but he had no church. Another minister 
namedDavid Skeels lived at the corners, or in that vicinity in the 
earlier settlement of the town, but he also rearedno church. 

The firat organized Baptist church in the town was the 8t. Coix 
church, alluded to at page 28 of this work, as situated in the vicinity 
of the Bennington battle ground in the northeast part of the town. 
More correctly, it was located near what is now called North Hoosick, 
and south of that precinct, even to the present village of Hoosick 
Falls. This St Coix church was formed soon after the war of the 
revolution, probably about the year 1782-3, from the most authentic 
accounts, and held the corporate name of the^r«< Baptist church in 
Hoosick, as the later records, yet extant, testify. This organization 
never had a meeting house ; but met for worship in private houses 
among its members and friends. Its preachers were Jehiel Fox, (af- 
terwards Elder Fox from the Chester church for years,) and Aaron 
Haynes. Mr. Haynes, we are informed, was ordained in this church, 
and continued as its Pastor till the church was dissolved, August 9th, 
1812; at which period some of the members united upon their letters 
from this body, with tiie Mapletown church. 

The origin of the latter church, as the present First Hoosick church 
was called in the minutes of the Shaftsbury Association till the year 
181 1, is given in the following words^ copied from the records of the 
church. May Sd, 1853, in the possession of John Haynes, Esq., (a son 
of Elder A. Haynes, mentioned above,) and for several years a derk 
and Deacon of the church. The records run thus : 

"March 16th, 1785. The Brethren and council met at the dwelling 
house of widow Robinson, in Bennington, agreeable to appointment 
to attend the ordination of Brother William Bentley. " 1. Proceeded 
to inquire into the standing of the Brethren, to know whether it was 
their minds to be constituted a church in body politic : [eccletia»tie 
is meant, we presiune.] " 2. Agreed to be a church, and were consti- 
tuted and fellowshipped by Jacob Drake, Elder \ Joseph Cornell, El- 
der \ Amos Burrows, Elder ; and Brethren of the council, Benjamin 
Vaughn, Jeduthan Gray, Moses Kellogg, and Amaziah Martin ; and 
agreed to take the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be 
our rule of Faith and Practice. " 8. Proceeded to renew our request 
for Brother Bently to be ordained injhe church; and he agreed to our 
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calL **^. Proceeded to examine his call to the work of the ministry 
and to this people. " 5. The church and council obtained satisfaction 
respecting his ministerial gifts. ** 6. Proceeded to preach a sermon 
eoitsble to the occasion from Acta 20 : 28, last clause, delivered by 
Elder Joseph Oornell, Pastor of the Baptist church in Manchester, 
Yt. "7. Opened the door for any objection why said Bentley should 
not be ordamed ; and finding none, proceeded by prayer and laying 
OB of hands to ordain him. Jacob Daaks, Elder ^ made the ordination 
prayer, and gave the charge. Joseph Cornell, Mder, gave the right 
naim of fellowship ; and Aicos Buaaows, JBlder, made the concluding 
prayer. ** 8. Adjourned the meeting to Mapletown, at the dwelling 
house of brother Harper Rogers, to meet at 3 wo o'clock P. M. of to- 
morrow." 

" March. 17^h, 1785. The church met according to adjournment 
and opened the same by prayer to God for direction. 1. Proceeded 
to choose Thomas Haynes their church clerk, 2d. Adjourned the 
church meeting to March 26th, then to meet at the house of Brother 
Harper Rogers." 

Such is the account of the origin of this church. It first united 
with the Shaftsbury Association in 1792, with only 16 members. It 
contmued small, and made no report to the association for the years 
1794, '95, and '96. Rutin 1797 it was represented by Elder Samuel 
Rogers, who reported an accession of 14 during the year, and a total 
of 26 members. He continued among tftem for five or six years, du- 
ring which period the church increased to about sixty. There was 
a destitution of years, after Elder Rogers left them until 1805, when 
the name of Elder David Rathbun appears as a messenger and Pas- 
tor of this church fox five years. He found them weak and small, 
only about 20 in number ; but his ministry was favored among them 
in 1807-9, and some 25 to SO were added to the church under his la- 
bors. He sustained himself in part among this people by teaching a 
schooL 

Elder James Qlass was the third Pastor, who came to them from 
the Cambridge church in the spring o^ 1810, and aiter enjoying a glo- 
rious revival an account of which is given on page 128 of this work, 
firom his pen, he prematurely died of consumption in 1811 greatly la- 
mented by his people. During his brief Pastroate, the church in- 
creased from alx>ut 55 .to 141 members. This was the first larae ac- 
cession the church had ever enjoyed. And now by the dissolution of 
the St. Coiz church in 1812, the whole town was open to the labors 
of this church, at least the eastern and central portions of it The 
first house of worship was built in the eastern part of the town in a 
precinct, called Mapletown to this day. It was erected about the year 
1792 although not completed for several years. This house was taken 
down, and another built by the community around it sotne 25 years ago, 
biit is not under Baptist control. The hou*e at Hoosick Falls was biult 
in 1798, or about that time. This was done by subscription, for the 
use of the Ba{?tists chiefly ; but free for all others when not occupied 
by them. ^ It is still standing, though quite in need of repairs for itg 
preservation. And here also we might remark that abdot 20 yearg 
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since, the church and society erected a house at what is called Hooeidc 
four comers, which is exclusively their own, and nearest to which the 
membership of the church has resided for many years. 

After the death of Elder Glass, we find the name of Elder THticAs 
PuBiNGTON as Pastor of the church for two years daring the dark 
period of the war of 1812-15. But few additions are given, and the 
church on the whole decreased in five years to about 96 members. In 
1816, the name of Obkd Warren occurs on the minutes as Pastor of the 
church; and I. Webb in 1817. In 1818-19 there is no pastor given. 
The church received an accession of about 20 in these years by Bap- 
tism, but from dismissions and other causes it did not increase in its 
aggregate numbers. And the same remarks will apply to the period 
of Elder George Witherell's pastorate from 1820-'22 during which 
some 13 were added by baptism and letter, while about the same num- 
ber were lost to the church, and in 1828, only 80 were reported as in 
fellowship. 

But days of prosperity were at hand, and the tide once more set 
in favor of this diooping branch of Zion. The record of 18 24 presents 
the name of Elder Israel Kbach as pastor of this church, whose min- 
istry continued for sixteen years, the longest of any of their Pastor- 
ates. He had been reared in the town, (being the son of Abraham 
Keacb, a member of the church) was baptised by Elder Glass at the 
early age of 14, in his last revival, and when about 18 he was licensed 
by his native church to preacH the gospel, and was their supply in the 
year 1816. Then for eight years, be was absent from them, having 
the Pastoral charge of the 2d Baptist church in Sandi^eld, Mass^ 
where he was ordained in June, 1817 to the work of the gospel min- 
istry. He was favored with two seasons of revival, in which he bap- 
tised about 60 souls. 

In his coDuection with the Hoosick church, he was alike favored 
of God, baptising in the 16 years of his pastorate about 200, and re- 
ceiving about 75 more by letter, greatly enlarging their borders and 
their strength. 

Scarcelj a year elapsed in which he did not baptise some, and 
there were four revival seasons durmg his pastorate, in the years 1826, 
1827, 1831-2 and 1838. The greatest shower of grace descended 
upon his people, with other churches around, in the years 1881-2, 
so that he was privileged to baptism about 100 ere the work had 
ceased among his people. This revival enlarged the church to the 
number of 262, the greatest membership they ever reported to the 
associaticm. Another gentle shower in 1888 added 26 by baptism, 
but from dismissions, and a few exclusions and deaths, the church 
numbered only 184 when his name last stands in their connection, in 
June, 1839. 

Following him have been these names as Pastors of this church in 
successive order as published in the associational minutes. In 1840-1, 
Elder Archibald Ksmyon, who added a few to the church ; in 1842-8, 
Elder J. B. Wilkins, who baptised about 60 in one year ; in 1844, 
Elder J.-Mitohell ; in 1846-48 Elder C. G. Gurr ; and from 1849 
to the spring of 1868, four years, Elder Wm. Arthur has been their 
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Paator, but has now removed to West Troy, N. Y. There has been no 
reyiyal, and few have been added to the churdi in the last ten years. 
Their, present number is about 100 in standing, and they have the 
wealth among them to sustain the gospel well, and do good abroad ; as 
well as territory sufficient to engage toe active energies of a good min- 
ister of Jesus Christ. May they "oon find such a man, and unitedly 
co-operate with his labors, until a harvest of souls sbaD be gathered in 
once more among them, as in 1881-2, and in 1811, under the ministry 
of the lamented Glass.* 

This church was dismissed fn»n the Shaftsbury Association at its 
ownreq^uest in 1841, and united with the Stephentown, where it con* 
tinued till 1851, when it returned liomQ again to its old mother. 

I*. 8 We cannot take leave of the Hoosick churches without saying 
a word in regard to two'other recent organizations in this town. One 
is called the West Moosick Baptist church, constituted in 1844 by a 
membership from the White Greek church mostly, under the care of 
Elder Daniel Tiokham. But as it has never been associated any 
where, we can give no statistics of its condition. About 60 were dis. 
missed to form it, and we presume its present membership scxnewhat 
exceeds that number, as some have been baptised among them. They 
have enjoyed preaching part of the time, by various ministers. 

The other interest referred to, is at Hoosick Falls, where the influ- 
ence of the First church had greatly declined after the erection of the 
house of worship at the corners, so that no regular services had been 
held for years, till about 1847. In the fall of this year, a young maov, 
named Unaoty^ a licentiate of 2d Sandlake Baptist church, located 
there, and labored about 2^ years under the patronage of the New 
York Bap. Missionary Convention. The Lord poured out his spirit ; 
some twenty or more were baptised by Br. G. after having been or- 
dained, and a church was constituted ; but it has never connected 
with any association. Elder G. removed west in the spring of 1850, 
and the church has had preaching but a little of the time since, many 
having moved away, they are still weak and few in number. May 
the Great Shepherd think on them, and send them help in due time. 



IV. SKETCH OF THE MANCHESTER BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The Baptist church in Manchester, V t> was constituted June 22d, 
1781, by ELDEa Nathan Mason and other brethren present from his 
church m Lanesborp, Mass. From this it appears that many of the 
early settlers of the town, were from that Baptist colony in Berkshire 
00. that had come up a few years before from Rhode Island and South 
Eastern Massachusetts. At the same time Eloek Joseph Cornelx* 

*The following Brethren bsve served this ehtcrch as Deacons: Ebenezer Arnold, 
Daniel Kose, Solom<m Gala, John Haynes, Isaac Oale, Henry Bovee, Biehard 
Ostrander and Prosper M. Armstrong. The following have been clerks : Thomas 
Haynes, M. D^ till 1792 from the organization ; then Daniel Bogers, Benjan^in 
Bandall, John Haynea, Hart Philips, P. M. Armstrong, H. Hawks and now Abr»- 
bam Hoag. 
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was elected Pastor of the church and the records say; "He, haying 
accepted the call ; after prayer to God, Elder Mason proceeded ana 
gave hiiD a solemn charge to be faithful in the execution of his Office, 
and then gave him the right hand of fellowship. He cUw gave a solemn 
charge to the church to do, and perform their duty to him as their 
Elder.** And the same day Benjamin Vaughn was chosen clerk of 
the church, which office he discharged for ten years. Elder Cos- 
NBLL was from Swansey, Mass. originally ; but removed to Laneebcnro^ 
and was there ordained in 1780, soon after which, at the request of the 
Manchester people, he removed to that place, and began his labors 
among them m the autumn of chat year. There was a revival in pro-> 
gress at that time, as we uuderstaud, but how many became its sub- 
jects we are unable to determine. Nor is there any account of the 
Dumber he baptised, in a ministry of 14 years. The records of the 
church which have been consulted, do not give the names in such a 
way that we can tell the number of additions from year to year, nor 
how many in all -were added to the church. And so of the statistics 
of the associations to which this church belonged for the first 6U years 
of its existence. It united with the t^kaftsbury Body, in 1784, bat 
never met again with that Body, it is presumed, for 46 years, or more; 
because in 1785, the Vkrmont Baptist Association was iormed in 
Elder Cornells barn, to which this church became connected, and re- 
mained for some ten years. By this time the Vermont associatioa 
had enlarged its borders, and stretched its arms to the north, so far as 
to embrace the churches in Orwell and Shoreham 60 miles cff; leav- 
ing them on the extreme southern limit. From then: distance from 
the centre of this Body, and from their own depressed condition for 
years after Elder Cornell s removal, as well as the distracted state of 
this association, they were discouraged ; and failing to represent 
themselves, were left off the minutes, and never reunited with the 
Vermont Body, nor as we can learn, with any other, until 1818, 
when the Manchester Baptist Association was formed in the town, 
embracing a few adjacent churches, that held together in an associated 
body till about 1 880. Of course for want of accurate statistics, usually 
preserved in the minutes of associations, we can only approximate the 
members added, and the totals in this church, from time time. Many 
of those resided in town when Elder Cornell moved into it, and who 
invited his services among them, were transient settlers, gathered there 
as a post of safety, during the troublous scenes of the war of our In- 
dependence ; who at its close removed, ai d settled elsewhere, so that 
the chuich suffered a diminution of its numbers and strength. In the 
minutes of the Vermont Association, held at Pittsford, OcL 8d 1792 
now before us, they reported a total of only 43 members. And whmi 
Elder Cornell was fully dismissed from the church, April I2th 179^, 
one reason given on the records is *' that the church is reduced to a 
small number, and the Eldar wishes to have his liberty to go and 
preach elsewhere." He removed to Oalway, Saratoga co. N. x . 

It was a low time for several years, for although a house of wor^ 
ship had been built about 1790-98 yet the want of a regular pastor 
and the stated means of grace for several years in successioDi mach 
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liiB^red th«ir growth of tlve «}iiircli. Ami y«t Bucb hftd been the re* 
putation of Elder Cornell, during the pneriod <n his miiiistiT', that he and 
bis chtireh had freq^uent calls abroad in ererr directk>ti, to aid skier 
^chnrdies in ordcumng their Pastors, and a^^mtiog di^eoltiM tbii 
firose in the travel of these diorches. 

The tec&nd Pn9tor was Elder Oalvbt OftAVBSAtAiK wlio tMme front 
SraadMi and took diarge of tids ditirdi in the month cC April, 1801* 
&e found things in a sad condition ; but by diligent effort ne gatlier* 
«d in a harvest of precious souls in the year 1803 and 1804, as stated 
by one of the Brethren, yet living, and himself a subject dT thk grft- 
«iou3 wotIe. Some 90 or 40, he thinks must have been Baptised, wkl 
the interefiN^ -of 2ion once more flourished In 1810, a few more WtBE% 
^thered in ; but not till the year 1817, li there record of any knft 
mcrease. During this year, from April to October, about 80 were 
baptised ; and during the two followit^ years, some 15 atore «« re- 
ported as having been added by Saptisni, some of them dissenters 
fh>m the Congregational churcli, seeking the baptism of the Gospd 
at the hands of the venerable Chamberlain, because it was domed 
them io their own church. The number of members in fellowship 
reported to the Manuhetiter Association, which met at West Dorset in 
<lie baptist meeting house Sept 22d 1819, was 98. The messenger s 
for that year were Eldbr CHAMBKaLAin, Deacon George Galtuha, and 
Brethren Truman Hill, James Wheaton and J. S. Pettibone ; the lath 
ter serving as clerk of the Body« 

In October 1818, the church voted to adopt and pnnt a sumuarf 
of Articles of Faith and practice instead of tnose adoptsd at the first 
•estaUishment of ihe churdi, but as none are to be fonikl now, it is 
presumed the vote was never executed. 

In March 1823, Elder Josn R. Dodos was associated with Elder 
Chamberlain as an asmstant pastor, and continued abont two years. 
During this time, Aug. 2'7th 1823, the unusual oocurrenoe transmred 
in the history of the churdi, of the ordination of Deacons. Thest 
were, Brethren Truman Hill, and Peter W. Deatu Dele^^tes uid 
ministers, invited from several churches in the vicinity were present ^ 
when a sermon wa« preached by Elder P. W. Reynolds then of Rupert ; 
prayer by the same, with imposition of hands bf Elder 0. IC FuU«r, 
imd Deacon Isaac Gray both of l^est Dorseir^ and the right hand of 
fellowship was extended with appropriate remarks by the assistant 
pastor of the church, Elder Dodge ; and a charge was fiiven to the caii* 
didates by Elder C, M. Fuller. ' It' f s to be regretted, that these officers 
•re so^ldom ordained to their i^^opriate work, among our churches^ 
in these latter yearp. Eldbr Chamberlain did not w£>ny reagn thd 
diarge of the churish till he died. And in his last daysne was per^ 
mitted once more to see the salvation of God among his beloved 
pe(^e. In the fall of 1824, from September to December, a revival 
was enjoyed tJiat brought some 20 to 25 members into the chtirdi 
whom Elder Dodge baptised into their fellowship. With mdk inihr- 
ences around him, Elaer Chamberlain passed awav fi-om anlong the 
living on Earth, to his reward in Heaven. He died in Nov. 1824, li^ 
ter having served the church as sole Pastor for about 22 yeaM, st tlw 

13 
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ripe age of 64. Elder Chamberlain was a man of solid pietj, finn in 
luBprSiciples, sound in doctrine ; and respected hj all who knew him 
lor his grave, ooosistent demeanor. ** And though dead he yettpeah- 
§tki' vid**hU record U oh high,** 

Elder Dodee was succeeded in the spring of 1826, by Elder P. W. 
BsTNOLDS, wnom the church mvited in April, to peach for them one 
Kalf the time for two months. In November following he became a 
member and Pastor of the church, and removed into the town, where 
he still resides. For about four yeean he served them, during which 
time there were frequent accessions by baptism, though the records 
of the churdi do not furnish the numlier nor the names of alL In 
1826, some 12 to 15 were baptized, andin 1827, the church reported 99 
to the association, as their entire number, but none baptized that ^ear. 
In May, 1829, Elder Reynolds gave notice that he should close his la- 
bors, and asked a letter of dismission. Meanwhile he had expressed 
a diversity of sentiments from the body of the church, which soon 
ripened into the views of Allexamdkk Campbkll, of Bethany t Vir 
ffinia ; whose system he has now advocated for more than 20 years. 
The church labored for months to reclaim him ; called a council for 
advice, but all to no avail ; and finally in December, 1829, they with- 
drew their fellowship from him. But he, with some 10 or 15 others 
from the church, set up a counter interest, that has existed in town 
ever since ; though in a feeble state as to numbers, and the means of 
sustaining their visibility. 

And now for a year or two, the church were like sheep having no 
shepherd, and exposed to be a prey in the teeth of the devourer ; 
but obtaining help of the Lord, they continued, and in the winter and 
spring of the year 1881, they enjoyed for a few m<Miths the Ii^rs of 
Mder A. P. Gillette, now of Philadelphia, which strengthened their 
weakness and inspired them with new hope as a church. In the 
month of Jul^, Brother Mobes Field began his labors among them, 
and was ordamed on the 16th of August and became ihekflfth Pas- 
tor. And now the waters in the pool of salvation were stirred among 
them *, for in August, and onward for months, accessions by baptism 
occurred, imtil about 80 were thus added to the church during the 
year. This was a great encouragement both to the church and their 
youthfvil Pastor, amidst the arduous labors of his calling. Elder 
Field remained about three y'ears, during which time, in 1888, their 
present house of worship was erected and dedicated to the wor^p 
of i^mighty God. It is of brick, about 40 by 50 feet, with steeple, 
and conveniently finished within ; having a porch and singing gallery 
over it, and capable of seating about 500 persons, ■ This house is lo- 
cated at pAOToaT Point, now becoming the largest village in town, 
because of its water-power and proximity to the railroad depot, and 
one and a quarter miles from the Court-house, and old village. And 
we pr^ume we venture nothing in saying that, although Uiere is a 
Bank, Ooubt-Houss, and the Bubr SxiONAaT, ail located at the old 
village on the hill, yet in a few years, from reascms given above, 
Faotobt Point will be the leading place in Manchester, beth in popu- 
atioD and busineas. The Baptist and Episcopal meetii^T-houses have 
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always been ia this village. During the ministry of Elder Field th« 
condition of things was very much improved in the church. And in 
1838 they united with the Shafttbury Atsociaiion again, whose ter- 
ritory had become narrowed down to Bennington county and vicinity^ 
where they have since remained. They reported a total of 87 mem- 
bers in fellowship that year. 

Elder Silas Kbnnst succeeded to the Bastorate in the autumn of 
1834, and remained two and a half years, or till March, 1837. , It was 
a time of trial during Elder Kenney's ministry, from difficulties be- 
tween individuals, and he baptized only one or two ; when he removed, 
leaving about 75 members in the church, and his beloved companion 
sleeping in the dust beside the ashes of the venerable Chamberlain 
and his wife. 

Their next, or Seventh PastoTf was Elder Dexter P. Smith, now in 
lowQy who labored a year or more, in 1838-89, and gathered a harvest 
of some 60 souls into the church, assisted by the labors of Elder Wm. 
Grant, in a protracted meeting, held in the busy monUi of July. For 
a week or two baptisms occurred almost daily, and in that single month, 
about 40 went down into the water, and were " buried, with Christ " 
in the liquid grave, in token of their death to sin and obedience to 
him as their Leader and King in Zion. Elder Smith removed in the 
spring of 1839, leaving about 126 in fellowship. 

Elder D. W. Burroughs was the next Pastor, who continued only 
about one year. In March, 1839, the chmxh, by a unanimous vote, 
adopted a revised set of Articles of Faith and Practice^ but these for 
some reason, shared the fate of a former revision in 1818, and were 
never printed for the use of the church. In March, 1840, the church 
** voted not to fellowship those who deal in, or use intoxicating 
drinks." 

For a while the church was supplied with preaching in 1840-41, by 
Elder Joseph Packard, who baptized/ot«r in the fall of 1841. 

Their Ninth Pastor was Brother Harvet 1. Parker, who settled 
among them about the close of the year 1841, and was ordained the 
2tfth of January, 1842. In the summer of that year, some mercy 
drops fell upon Zion, and in X^ovember, during a meeting of days, in 
which the Pastor was assisted by Elder M. D. Miller, now of Madi' 
son, Wisconsin, some 25 were baptized in the fellowship of the church. 
In all, there must have been added during Elder Parker's ministry of 
fAr«f years, about 33 by baptism, and 15 by letter, enlarging their 
number to 136, reported in 1843 to the Association. This was pro- 
bably the highest number of members ever in the church at one 
time. In November, 1844, Elder Parker was dismissed at his own 
request, and removed to Burlington, where he has been Pastor of the 
Baptist church ever since, till the spring of )853. 

From that time, changes have been the order of the day in respect 
to pastors, no less than ?<mr having been settled and removed in seven 
years. It may not be the province of a historian to divine the cause 
of these frequent changes, but it is sad to be compelled to record 
them, for usually they indicate some wrong policy in a church, either 
in settling, or dismissmg their pastor. Elder G. S. Stookwkll was 
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pastor for about a year, from May 1846, to April 1846. And in 1846 
JSlder H. Orawley snoceeded him in May, and staid two years, or till 
April, 1848. Neither of these baptized any, for it was a time of de- 
clension and trials among some of the brethren, and the Holy Spirit 
was griered away. The association met in Manchester this year, to 
whi(£ the church reported 100 members as thdr total nnmber. 

In September, 1846, Elder Wirthbop Morse, from Massachusetts, 
took charge of the church, and in one year baptized /our, when he 
removed. , After a destitution of some seven months, the church set- 
tled Elder Stkphen WttiOHT in May, 1860, who remained about ttoo 
years, baptized three, and removed in April, 1862. During this last 
pastorate there was some advance made by the church, in her exter" 
ruU, if not in her irUemal afi&iirs. The house of worship was some- 
what improved, within and without; and in 1861 especially, the Sun- 
day School increased to an average attendance during the smnmer 
months of about 60 ; and the libnury was enlarged during the two 
years, by the purchase of some 26 dollars worth of solid religious 
reading.* 

In seventy years this church has had no less than 18 Pastors set- 
tled among them. The longest pastorate was timt of Elder Cham- 
berlain, 22 years. Elder Oomell's of 14 years, is the next ; and of 
the rest, scarcely any exceeded three years. Since 1800, as near as 
we can estima'te from imperfect data, about 240 to 260 have been 
baptized into the church; about 100 added by letter ; 176 dismissed ; 
and 76 excluded. How many have deceased, we are unable to say, 
but there now remains about 96 in membership. 

This church has licensed five or six of its members, all previous to 
1824, to improve their gifts in public speaking, some of whom have 
become ordained and useful mmisters of the gospel. The following 
brethren have served as Deacons in the church ; Benjamin Vaughn, 
chosen in 1782 ; George Galusha, m 1812 ; Truman Hill, in 1820 to 
1828; Peter W. Dean, 1828 to 1827; Benjaiuin Sutherland, from 1826 
to 1887 ; David Vaughn, 1828 to 1884; A. Tourtelot, 18S4 to 1845, 
and Loring Dean, chosen in January, 1838, and John Chapman, 2d, 
chosen in 1846, which last two serve at the present time. 

The Clerks have been as follows: Benj. Vaughn, from June 22, 
1781 to July, 1791 ; Ebenezer Hfirlbut, from 1791 to January 1802 ; 
Roger Sutheriand, 1802 to December 26, 1806 ; David Vaughn, 1806, 
to June 1884, about 27^ years; A Tourtelot, from June 1834, to Dec. 
9, 1834 ; J. S. Pettibone, from December 9, 1884 to October 2, 1835 ; 
Loring Dean, to May 28, 1886 ; Martin Slocum, to March, 1840, and 
since that time, John W. Harris, now 12 years. Nine different per- 
sons have served the church as Deacons, and nine as Clerks. 

* Elder Jonathan B. Green was settled In. May, 1862, with this ehnreh, and en- 
tered npon the dntiee of his pastorate with great ardor; hat in a few montba he 
fell at hit poet with his armor on, a viotiBDi c£ the mangnant dysentery that pre- 
vailed in and aronnd Factory Point tiie latter part of the snmmer, and cat off sev* 
eral others in the vigor of life, and In the midst of their oaeftUness. Elder Q, died 
in the affections of his people, and of the commanilr, Lord's Day evening, Septem- 
ber 19tik, 1888, aged 61. dince bis death the oharen have been destitate of a pas- 
tor, ontil the present time, Jane, 1853, save an occasional sapply. 
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Aad now, ia conclusion, would this church put on her strength, and 
unitedly come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, and, hy 
a liberal support of the minietry, and all the institutions of religion 
among them, occupy vigorously their interesting field of labor, they 
might be, with the Divine blessing, one of the most efficiint churcMB 
of our denomination in the county of Bennington, if not in the whole 
State. 



V. SKETCH OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN POWNAL, VT. 

The existence of Baptists in Pownal dates bade as early as the year 
1772, when a few brethren were gathered into a church by a minister 
named Benjamin Gardner from Rhode Island, that existed only a few 
years, in consequence of the defection of Mr. Gardner from the puri- 
ty of a minister's life, which threw them into confusion. This body 
had reached the number of atxiy members, as the result of an awalM- 
ning among the people in 177S.* This church remained in a broken 
state, after Mr. Gardner's fall, till 1781, when they were visited by a 
minister named Fbakgis Bennett from Foster, J&ode Island, whose 
labors were blessed to their strengthening so that they resumed the 
order and walk of a Gospel church the next year, as the records of the 
present organization show, in the words following : ^^Powmal, Nov. 
25th, 1782 . A number of persons assembled together in said Pownal 
and made solemn covenant in the order of a Baptist church. There 
were present from the church at Adams, (or 1st Cheshire) Elder Pe- 
Tsa W ERDEN, brethren Stephen Carpenter and John Lasure ; from the 
church at Stillwater, Elder Lemuel Powbbb, and brother Benjamin 
Irish; from the church at Coventry, Rhode Island, Elder Caleb 
Nichols, brethren John Parker and Daniel Gomins ; from the church 
at Hancook, Elder Clark Rogees. and brother Rol^rt Carr; who af- 
ter beholding our order, gave us fellowship as a Gospel church." 

Few entries of church business are recorded for a number of years, 
and we suppose it^ travel and progress was mixed with joys and trials 
lalxn^ and imperfections, not having a regulur pastor, as we can learn, 
till 1788, when Elder Caleb Nichols from Khode Island removed 
into the town and become Pastor of the church.f 

Of the progress of this church during the Pastorate of Elder Nichols, 
we can give but a meagre account &om the materials at hand. Suffi- 
ce it to say, that in the last ten years of it, there were added to the 
church 100, raising them to an average number during his min- 
istry, of 130 members. This church first united with the Shaftsbury 

« See Benedict Vol L, Page 838. 

t In 1790 a second Baptist chnrch was constituted In the north west part of the 
town, of which Blder Bennett, (before mentioned) was Pastor for many years. Bnt 
this ohorch was never connected with the association. Elder Bennett Uved sod 
died in town ; and his cbnroh beesme extinct ysaiv aco. 
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Aflsociation in 1798, with 72 in their fellowship, and Elder Nichols as 
their Pastor. The next year they reported the large accession of 64 
to their number with a total of 187, Elder N. after fifteen years of use- 
ful labor among this people died in their affections, Feb. 27 1804, in 
the 61st year of his age. 

The next Pastor was Elder Dtxb Sta&ks, for three years ; but no 
enlargement of the church is recorded in this period. For three or 
four years again they were without a pastor, from 1807-10. 
And during tins time they were favored with a gracious revival once 
more, aided by the labors of Folder J. Leland, so that in 1808, they 
reported to the association meeting with them that year, the accession 
of 77, and a total of 192 members in the church. 

In the year 1811-12 we find the name of Elder David Hulbxrt as 
PaBtor ; and then 8 years of destitution again till 1016, when the name 
of Elder Geobob Robinson is found as Pastor iotiwe years. But froin 
] 8 1 1 to 2 1 it was a time of declension in which not more than five 
persons were added to the church according to the minutes of the as- 
sociation. For many years, the church was supplied in their seasons 
of destitution by two Licentiates living amons them, named Benjamin 
Gardner, v^di Dr. Oranmer JBannister: Elder Leland of Cheshire 
usually baptising for them. 

Id 1822 they report 26 baptised with a total of only 95. la 
1824-5, Elder Edwabd Gbben is reported as Pastor, and 81 as bap- 
tised in 1824. In 1829, we find the name of Elder Wakeman G. 
Johnson, occurs as Pastor. And in 1881-8, Elder Gbexn was again 
their supply with an addition of some 15 in the time. But in 1884 
tbe name of Elder Elihu Dotobeb occurs, and stands as their Pastor 
till 1887. During his first year, in midsummer, a powerful revival 
was enjoyed as the result of a protracted meeting, in which various 
ministers assisted, among whom was Elder Eber Tucker an evangelist, 
and 59 were baptised raising their number to 107. 

In 1887 another season of refreshing was enjoyed in a similar meet - 
ing in which their Pastor, Elder Thomas S. Rogebs, was aided by 
Elder Wic. Gbant, which brought in another accession of 20 by bap- 
tism. Elder Rogers was ordained in the midst of this meeting. He 
only remained a year. After him we find the name of Elder Isaac 
Childs as Pastor, in 1888-9, and then a destitution for three years. 

In 1848 the name of Elder D. W. Gifford occurs, with no addition, 
and a total of 78 in fellowship. 

But in 1844, Elder Matthew Batohelob settled among them, and 
has continued, to the present time, a period of nine years ; and the 
longest pastorate enjoyed among them since the days of Elder Nichols. 
During the first two years of his labors, some 20 were added by bap- 
tism, and 15 by letter, making them 100 strong. Since then, mostly 
in the year 1848-9, about 80 more have been added bv baptism, and 
they now staud with a membership of about 100 in their fellowship. 

This Pownal church have built, and helped to build three houses 
of worship, in thelast twelve years, only one of which, however is ex- 
clusiyely under their control, although they have rights in each of 
them, in common with others.^ Whether thii policy of multiplying 
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meeting hooses in bo manj localities, and not owned or controlled bj 
any particular denomination, shall prove useful and God-honoring in 
the end, remains to be demonstrated among them, by two illaatratioa% 
»t least. 

^ Of the officers of the church, beside the Pastor, we are unable to 
give any dear account ; except that Benjamin Gardner and Joeeph 
Myers, haye served as Deacons for many years ; and the latter, tm, 
clerk, some 25 years or more. 



VI. SKETCH OF THE RUPERT BAPTIST CHURCH, VT. 

This chorch was originally a branch of Elder Obed Warren't 
church, in Salem, N. Y. But on the 26th of May, 1808, it was regu- 
larly organised into a distinct body, by a council that met with them, 
composed of Elders Warren, of Salem ; Isaac Beal,of Pawlet ; Bar- 
ber, of Bottskill ; Sylvanus Haynes, of Middletown, and Clark Ken- 
drick, of Poultney. Hie church was then composed of 82 membera, 
and a Br. Alyin Walks was ordained as their Pastor at the same 
time. 

In the year 1804, they were favored with a precious revivnl seasoo, 
and Bome forty per^(mB were baptised into thdr fellowBlup; one of 
whom, Br. Seely Sherman, furmshed the chief materials for thia 
sketch. But trials succeeded, and in 1806, by the advice of a council 
of five or six ministers, and other Inrethren from neighboring churches, 
twenty-four members of the church were exdud^, whioi reduced 
their number considerably. Still they reported '78 members to the 
Vermont Association, in Oetober of the year 1807. In 1809, Elder 
Wales left them, and for several years they were witiiont a pastor, 
though occasionally supplied by neighboring ministers-— Barber, Beal, 
Brown and Warren, with the administratioQ of the ordinances until 
1818. 

At this time a licentiate of the church, who had preadied amonff 
them some in their destitutioD, wae called forth into the ministry^and 
in October was ordained Pastcnr of the church. This was Eider Wxe- 
DEN P. Rktnolds. He sustained this relation till 1826, or nearly 12 
years, during which period the church was favored with a number of 
revival seasons, and became quite large and strong. In 1814, the 
first year of Eider Reynolds' ministry, 21 were reported as liaving 
been added to tiie churMi, making a total of 98. In 1 819, they report- 
ed to the Manchester Association a total of 168 members. And in 
1825, when the association met with this church, September 21 and 
22, they reported three baptised, and a total of 120. felder Reynolds 
had now removed, and became pastor of the Manchester church. He 
was several times Moderator, or preacher of the Introductory, at the 
associated meetings of this Mancnester Body. 

From 1825 to 1880, various ministers served them a short time 
each ; but it was a period of dearth and declension, for tb« want of 



J84 »HAFT»BirRY A8SOCIATIOW. fAPFENWX, 

recnilur pastoral oversight and iDstroctioo. In 1 d30, Elder AaoauALO 
Wait was settled otot the churoh. and oontinoed for fwitr years to 
Breach aod administer the ordinances with good sueoess. And during 
kis pastorate, especially in the years 18^1 and '32, showers of Mess- 
ngs descended upon that tlursty Zion hill, and many yaAuabie mem- 
bers were added, some of whom stitl live to adorn their profession -* 
while others went bade as usual, after such times of revival, to their 
former lusts in the world. The number added during Elder Wait's 
ministry of two years, was nearly 100, After this revival, the church 
became divided by the introduction among them, of the peculiar sen- 
timents of Alexander Campbell, who hvmtdf visited the place, in one 
of his tours, and added fuel to the flame of discord already kindled. 
Asa result, nearly or quite half of the members, with a good portion 
of the property in the churdi went q% and formed what they called 
a congregation of JH^ciple^t alaia Oampboellitis, whidi greatly weak- 
«ied the diuroh, aod has affected its prosperity ever since. 

From 1834 to 1840, a period of sevea yearsy it was a time of de- 
eLmsioQ and trial, as weU as weakness in the maintenance of ttae at- 
dioancea of worship. Still they had occaaional preaching, and for 
hri^ periods regular preadiing by various ministers. Among these 
were Mders M. Ii. Fulier, H.-H. Hafi^ li^ Co/rmaekt (a licentiate from 
Lakeville church in Oreenwich,) A. Wait again, E. Soullard, and &. 
A* Sstee, of Salem. 

In 1886, while Br. Oormack was their suj^y, they reported i2S 
nemfao's to the Washington Union AsaociaU<m, with whicn they had 
BOW united. But in 1841, wlien Blder Wm. Grant had become their 
Pastor, they reported only 84, of whom ^ had been baptised during^ 
the year before^ So much had they lost during the period of pastoral 
destttntion. When will churches learn to believe the poUey of the 
Savior is the wisest, and «e«ur^ and tsell support a Pastor constantly, 
for their own comfort, peace and prosperity ? A little more forbear- 
ance or sacrifice on the part of a church to make the minister com- 
fortable, would save him the trouble of removal, and themselves the 
loss of a tried and useful pastor^ as well as the inevitable decline 
with which God visits a negleet ot mcUtteatmetU of his public ser^ 
vants. After two years Elder Grant removed, and tbey were desti- 
tnte of an undershepherd tUl the spring of 1844, when a young man 
fril amoDg them, Br. Oto^^ W, Freeman, whose services they secured, 
and who was wdained pastor of the church on (ke 19th of June, 
1844. He sustained this relation for about tiiree years, when he re- 
moved to Fort Edward, N. Y., in April, 1847. Elder F. found about 
iO members in the church, baptised 10, and left about 75. 

* "Under the ministry of Elder A. Watt, Mflo Franr was oooverted sod jotned 
the ehuroh, snd afterwards entered the mUilstry and Deeame emisMitlj nscAil te 
^ obardaea^ Aboat that time Daniel Matteeee was eonverted, Joined the ehnzeh, 
sad entwed upon a course of stndy In the New Hamjptoik Tbeolof^cal InatMote, In 
Kew Hamphsblre. In that InsUtation, in the neighboring towns, and especially 
in Sanbomton and Mereditli, God was with him, and hundreds were converted and 
Jotned'tlle obnroh through his fUthftU Isbon. He died with bis armor oa in Mere- 
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Mder Alfred HAByxT,from Hebron, N. Y., succeeded to the chaige 
of the church ia 1847, and continued ttoo years. During his pastor- 
ate in the fidl of 1848, he baptised nine converts, as the result of a 
meeting of several davs duration, in the busy season of com harvest 
Elder H. was assisted in the labors of this meeting by a number of 
his ministering brethren in other churches around. B!e left 82 mem- 
bers when he removed to Westerlo, N. Y., in June, 1849. In June, 
1848, this church first united with the Shaftsbury Association, at its 
session in Manchester. It had been connected with the Veumoiit, 
till 1818, when it became a member of the newly formed Manchebtrr 
Association, where it continued till that body wad dissolved in 1830. 
It next joined the Washington Association in 1880, during Elder 
Wait's pastorate; and still later, in 1885, with other churches of the 
Washington and Boitbkill Associations, was merged into the Wash- 
ington Union. 

From April 1849, Elder Nelson Combs served as pastor one year . 
The Shaftsbury AjBsociation met this year with them, though but 
poorly attended, from the unfavorable place of meeting, in uie re 
mote and isolated comer of Bennington county, in which this church 
is situated. Elder Combs removed in 1850 to Saratoga county, and 
for six months of the year 1850, Elder Daniel Eldridge, of Salem, 
was their supply; since which, until the spring of 1852, they have 
been moeUy without the Word and ordinances of Christ's house 
among them. But once more the Lord has remembered them, and 
called a man from his shop (Br. Chas. Coon,) and sent hun to Inreak 
to their souls the bread of life, and we hope ** to strengthen the 
ildngs thUt remained, that were ready to die " among them.* Their 
last reported number in 1858, was 75. 

From ihefirttf the following brethren have served the church as 
clerks : Roswell Flower, John A. Waldo, Seeley Sherman, Seeley M. 
Sherman, Joseph Parker, Josiah Sherman, Richard Brown, Sterling 
Sherman and Squire B. Sherman. The names of the Deacons are 
not given us. We find, however, in the Minutes of the Association 
among the Messengers, the following Deacons : Asa Nurse and Daniel 
Waldo, in 1809; Dea. R. Flower, in 1820; and Deas. Flower and 
D. Waldo, in 1828. And in 1825, Dea. Wm. Scott is joined with the 
last two, and in 1845 Dea. E. Philips, and in 1850, David Thompson. 
These are all we find, six different names. 

Thus in the period of 49 years this church has experienced many 
vicissitudes. It has seen the glory of God in the salvation of souls, 
and shared in the afflictions common to Zion in this world. Amidst 
coldness, trials and divisions, having obtained help of Gk>d, it con- 
tinues to this day, a nster church in the militant state. May the 
brethren who compose it, renew their strength by frequent ▼"ting 
on the Lord, and double their diligence in their interesting field of 
labor, until they see the salvation of Ood once more in their mast, 

* In the summer of 1862 a sesson of refreshing was ei^oyed, and 10 added by 
baptism. 

13» 
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looiiion in a fertfle Talley on the lint of the Waabingtoii and 
Butland railroad; the wealth of the ehurch and eommunity ; the 
goodly number of their nemben; the g^fta they poesesa in Zion; 
with a comfortable house of worship, free from debt, and tha exeeed- 
ing great and precioue promises of Gk>d in their fiivor — astd why 
ahould not this chureh liye and prosper ? United in their eounsds 
and eflbrts to sustain a constant mimstry of the Gospel among them, 
and with an enterprise and liberality in religious things, sueh as thej^ 
manifest in the pursuits of this life, — and we think the Baptiat ehurca 
in Rupert mi^t again be, what it onee was, in the palmy days of its 
existence— a strong, self-sustaining ehurdti, shooting its fruitM 
boughs over the mountain walls, that rise toward Heaven, on either 
side of their beautiful valley, along which the iron-horee now rushes 
dailv to and from the marts of trade and business. Hay it eoon be. 
And may the future history of this church furnish hrighttr illustra- 
tions of the faithfulness of a covenant keeping Gkxl, to all who ven- 
ture upon his word, and trust in him with ill the heart, than even the 
past has furnished. 



VIL SKETCH OF THE SHAFTSBURY BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The Baptist Ohurdi in Shafbsbury formerly denominated the 4th ; 
afterwards, for a season the 8d, and since 1844, the only church in 
town, was constituted in Bennington on the 19th of August 1788. 
The articles of faith and church covenant which appear among the 
papers of the church, are subscribed by twenty foiur members in 1787, 
and are very similar to those which the churdi now reoognice aa 
theirs, and which are contained in their printed rules. 

Although the records of the first fonnation of the church, and its 
proceedings for several years are very incomplete, still enough is re- 
corded to show the views which these fathers and mothers in Israel en- 
tertained at that early day in respect to some leading and important 
parts of church discipline, to wit : *That persons not Inptised accor- 
ding to the Scripture example, should not be admitted to the com- 
munion. That no trespass or offence committed by any member shall 
be brought into the church without evidence to prove the fiict, nor 
without the private steps of labour first tdcen. That every member 
is bound by the laws of Christ to attend the meetings of the diurch 
except for some reasoaaUe excuse. And that no broUier should go to ' 
lnw with brother/ 

It appears by the records that the meetings of the church were hcd- 
dian in bennington until January 10th 1785, after which time the cen- 
tre of Shaftslrary ai^Mars to have been their place of meeting, and 
Mder Amos Burrows was, at this time preaching iot the church, and 
BO continued until after the first meeting house was erected in 1786. 
During this y^ear a very extensive revived of religion was enjoyed. It 
^>peared as if the Lord approved the picas design of his people in 
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erecting a houBe for his worship in this then newly settled ooantiy 
and poured out his spirit upon them even before their boose was com- 
pleted, aad a uumber of Taluable members were at this time added 
who were afterwards pillars of the church. 

The meeting-house finished, the revival past, now came a scene of 
trial Elder Burrows who had been preaching for some time in town, 
was a man of ardent temperament, but somewhat periodical in his re- 
ligious feelings, and seemed better calculated to enlist the feelings 
and kindle the passions than to instruct his hearers in the doctrines 
and duties of Christianity. He had ardent friends in the church whose 
views and tastes corresponded with his own^ who wished that be 
might be settled for their pastor. Whilst others looked for other gifts 
and qualifications to unite in the man whom they should place in 
charge of the church, as its pastor and teacher. After patient waitincf 
and the exercise of mutual ciiristian love and forbearance. Elder Caleb 
Blood was settled as the first pastor of the church in 1788. 

In 1794 this church enjoyed another revival season in which thirty 
five were added to their number. But the most extensive revival, 
ever enjoyed by this church, and commonly referred to as the' 
"great reformation," commen<!ed in the spring of 1798 and con- 
tinued nearly a year. During this revival one hundred and seven- 
ty five were added to the church.* Of this number however, about 
twenty who had sustained a relation together as the Salisbury church, 
in the south part of the town, dissolv^ that connection and united 
with this church. So that subsequent to this period this church 
was usually denommated the Third, instead of the Fourth churdi, 
as heretofore.! 

Elder Blood continued his connection with this church as their pas- 
tor until April 1807, a period of nearly twenty years. Owinff to the 
destitutson of Baptist mmisters in this region at that time, and owing 
to his lon^ and justly established diaracter as a succesful minister of 
the goepd, ** whose fame was in all the churches," he waa so firequently 
called upon to attend public meetings, councils, associations, ordina« 
tions, and funerals, that it took much of his time and his people felt 
the loss. Several circumstances conspired to fix his mind upon a re- 
moval. Years had passed without any special work of grace under 
his ministry. His congregation had l>een thinned by death and re- 
movals, and frequent and urfrent solicitations were made ta him for 
his services in other places. He removed from this place to Boston, 
thence two years afterwards, to Portland, Me., at which place this yen* 
erable man closed his eyes on all earthly scenes. 

As much of the history of this ehurch is identified with the history 
of this father in Israel, it may not be out of place to recal to mind some 
traits of character with which he was enaowed. Never having en- 
joyed the advantages of an early education, yet possessed of a stron^f 
mtellect, of good sense and sound judgment accompanied with an nn- 

* See an acoonnt of this work in Elder Bloods letter, page 69-4K) of this wcffk. 
t It ts caUed the 4fh dhurch generally in the minutes, tni 181^ 
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yielding resolution, he gained that degree of general informatioo, 
which rendered his society agreeable and interesting ; he was justly 
esteemed a safe and yaluable counsellor, and an able minister of the 
New Testament. 

He was a plain preacher. Having dear conceptions of Divine 
truth himself, he set it forth before lus audience without disguise or 
ambiguity. He was powerful too, as well as plain. In his manner 
he was earnest, testifying to the truth like a witness for Qod, deeply 
impressed with its reality and importance. 

UpoQ the dismission of Elder Blocd, the church made application 
to Eider Isaiah Mattison of the west church, and obtained his services 
for one half the time, he preaching every other sabbath for this church 
and continuing his connection with the first church as their pastor. 
Tfiis arrangment continued with Elder Mattison and the let church 
for nearly nineteen years, until the Ist of January, 1826. 

During the ministry of Elder Mattison, two revivals of religion 
were enjoyed, one in 1810-11, in which about 100 members were ad- 
ded, and one in 1817, in which 20 were added. 

Since the dose of Elder Mattison's labors, several pastors have, for 
short periods, had charge of this chuTch. Elder Daniel Tinkham for 
one year, and Elder Cyrus W. Hodges for four years ending in the 
spring of 1833 ; during which time two revivals were witnessed, one 
in 1829 in which 82 were added; the other, in 1881 in which 41 were 
added. The consistent piety of this devoted servant of Christ, together 
with his amiable deportment, sweetness of temper, and meekness of 
mind, greatly endeared him to the people of his charge, espedally to 
those who by the Divine blessing, nad become the subjiects of grace 
under his ministry. 

In the Autumn of 1833 this church was visited by Elder Warham 
Walker, who was subseauently employed as pastor, and sustained 
that relation to the church untd the Spring of 1888 about four and a 
half years : — during which time 23 were added as the fruits of a re- 
vival in 1834. Elder Harman Ellis succeeded Elder Walker and 
remained one year. 

In the month of January, 1839, a committee was appointed to 
take into consideration the subject of holding a series of religious 
meetings, and in their discretion, to employ suitable gifts in aid of 
such meetings. This led to an acquaintance with Elder Joseph W. 
Sawyer, who came at the request of said committee to labor for the 
church. These labors proved successful, and with the blessing of 
God, resulted in the addition to the church, of 60 members. Elder 
Sawder was employed as the pastor of tlie church, and so continued 
for five years, in the autumn of 1842, and winter and spring of 
1843, a very interesting work of grace was enjoyed by this church, 
and one hundred were added^ to its number. Several united who 
had been members of the Second churdi, and as the Second church 
have held no meetings since, it may be considered as virtually dis- 
solved. 

Elder Sawyer was succeeded by Elder Israd Keach, in the spring 
of 1845, who remained with jihe church aa their pastor for three 
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years; and in the Bmniner of 1841, Elder Lansing Bailey was em- 
ployed as pastor, and remained as such until April, 1861. During 
the autumn of 1849, 26 new members were added as the result of a 
series of meetings, held by Elder Isaac Wescott. 

This church erected a neat and commodious house of worship in 
1846.* Their present number of members, as returned to the asso- 
ciation in 1862, is 170. 

The large numbers which hare united with this church during so 
many successive seasons of reyival, have been principally dismissed, 
88 a consequence of emigration to the west, where many of them 
have already, and do now, fill important stations in the Zion of God^ 



The foregoing sketch was prepared by Hon. Nathan H. Bot- 
tom, (for many years derk of this Shaftsbury church,) in June, 
1862. It might l>e added that Elder AsTHua Day succeeded Elder 
Bailey in the care of the church, and remains in that relation. The 
association has just held its 'ZSrd anniversary with this ancient church, 
now left alone of the fov/r Baptist churches once known in the town 
of Shaftsbury. And m this connection it may be appropriate to nve 
a brief account of the Fint and Second^ or as they were called on 
the minutes for some years, the We^t and Eoit Baptist churches in 
Shaftsbury. 

The first or loezt church was not only the earliest Baptist church 
in town, but in all the region, having been constituted in the year 
1768, and had its centre of operations and field of labor also in the 
southwest portion of the town, taking in some of the towns of Ben- 
nington and Hoosick in its domain. We know little of its history 
and struggles for the first twenty years, during the scenes that pre- 
ceded and followed the war of our revolution, nor can we say much 
of its progress till aft^r the year 1800. It was one of the original 
churches in the Shaftsbury Association, and the first, and some of 
the earlier meetings of the body were held with it. According to 
the minutes of the association, tnere were 46 members in standing in 
1786. It did not make returns every year ; but we perceive by 
those that were made, that the membership declined to less than 80 
in 1798, there being no settled Pastor among them. A licentiate 
named Cyprian Downer was helpful by his labors, in keeping them 
from entire dissolution ; as also were the labors of another Brother 
usually denominated Deacon Gideon Slye. 

In the year 1798-9 this church shared in the grecA reformati<m, 
with Elder Blood's people, and 73 were added to their number, ma- 
king them nearly one hundred strong. In 1801-2 they had a Pastor 
in the person of Elder Andrew Harpending, but Mb labors did not 
seem to have been of much service to them. But in 1808, one of their 
own number, born, reared, converted and baptised among them, was 
called forward to public service, and in November of ti^at year he 
was ordained to the pastoral charge of his native church, at the age 

* They rebuilt th«!r former home on the old site.— CSoxpilsb. 
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of 28 and a half years. In the year 1807 this church reported 19 
additions ; in 1811, 88 more ; and from that onward till 1825, a few 
scattering drops fell upon their soil, to encourage the fainting laborers. 
Tet with their Pastor's labor only one half th.e time from 1807, there 
was a gradual decrease of their number from 136, until in the year 
1824, they reported only 65 members in standing. 

But in 1825 they went up to the association, rejoicing over some 
86 accessions to their number'; and in 1827, they reported oy&r forty 
more, making a total of 130, after dismissing 15 dunng the year pre: 
TiouB. In 1881-4 during three years, they recei-Ted 71 by baptism 
and a few by letter, raising their total membership to 182. Again, 
in 1889, the^ reported 82 baptised ; and in 1843, 17 more, which was 
the last revival they ever enjoyed. During the long period of forty 
years had their own Pastor, Elder Mattison led them into the- pastures 
of grace, and been their spiritual guide and counsellor. He was in 
fact, the only Pastor the church ever really enjoyed- All others had 
been mere transient helps for a brief period, and then they were gone. 
But tl.ig Pastorate endured until indeed its incumbent had well nigh 
worn nimself out in the service of thb single church, and the fourth 
church for awhile, one half of the time. As we have stated in the 
sketch of the 2d Bennin^on church, this body became entangled in 
difficulties and dissolved its organization in 1844, after having existed 
as an independent body for about seventy-six years. Some of its mem- 
bers yet remain in the vicinity and out of connection with any ohurch« 

CcSQoerning the second or east Shaftsbury Baptist church the follow- 
ing items may be of some interest, gleaned up from the wreck of ma- 
terials that once existed respecting this church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ It was situated in the northei'o, or northeastern portion of 
the town, in a locality called Maplehiil ; and sometimes called the 
Bhode Island church, oecause, if we understand rightly, many of the 
earlier settlers in this part of the town came from the State of Rhode 
Island. 

This church was constituted at the house of Thomas Mattison, (father 
of Elder Mattison) in the south west part of the town, June 29th, 
1780, as the records testify, yet extant in the possession of a Brother 
Jared Mattison in thenorfii part of the town. The constitiient mem- 
bers were said to be " some of the Brethren of the frst ohurch, with 
others living in the north part of the town.'' 

This church also was one of the constituent members of the associa- 
tion. In 1786, they reported 84 members in standing. They seem 
not to have had an ordained minister as their Pastor at all, till the 
year 1827. They never had a house of worship of their own, and 
hence could not well sustain a Pastor in his labors. But with the aid 
of Brother Downer and Deacon Slye, with the occasional help of 
neighboring ministers, they maintained their visibility for more than 
46, years without a settled pastor. And in the year 1799, this church 
shared in the great work of grace that blessed the town, and add- 
ed fifteen to their number, making 86 in fellowship amonsr them. No 
returns were made to the association from this church for 20 years, 
from 1807 to 1827. At this last dat^ they reunited with the body 



SEC. I.] CHUBCHES : SRAFTSBURY. 291 

reporting the name of Elder Daniel A. Cobb as their Pastor, and 
a membership of 55, haying evidently been refreshed and strengthen- 
ed by a revival of religion, as the Ist church had been that year. El- 
der Cobb, left them in 1880, and we next find the name" of Elder 
Robert R. Bennett among them as Pastor, from 1882 to 1835, and 
again in 1838. In 1831 they enjoyed a revival again, and reported 
24 baptised in 1832, xirith a total of 64 members. Again in 1838-9 a 
few more were baptised, while the central charch was sharing a bless- 
ing; but their numbers diminished until 1841, they were dropped 
from the minutes of the association ;* and have ceased from that time 
to be counted a church in gospel order. And since they have no 
bouse of worship, and are too weak to maintain a Pastor, why should 
not the scattered remnant of this little church find a home an^s privi- 
leges among their Brethren at the center of the town ? Thus might 
all be benefitted, and the g^eneral cause of religion in the town be pro- 
moted. 

Having completed our design in sketching a brief account of the 
leading facts in the history of each of the churches yet remaining in 
the body, or recently in it,f^ we shall close this first section of the 
Appendix, with a taoular view of all the* churches that have ever be- 
longed to this association from the beginning to the number o£ 88. 
This table is so arranged as to show the location of each church, the 
date of its constitution according to the best authorities attained, the 
date of its union ^o, and the departure /rom the body ; with the num- 
ber of years it was connected, and the present connection of eaeh 
church, unless extinct. Some of these churches bore dififerent names 
at various times which will be explained in notes at the dose of the 
table. 

* Bee page 221 ot this woric 

t When this work was first commenced, the Bnpert chnroh was a member of th*- 
association, and as the compiler had troubled a brother ft>r the materials of a 
sketch of said church, he has inserted it 
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EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 



The following remarks may be necessary to explain the forego- 
ing table, and show the different names which some of the churches 
have borne at different periods of their history. As is seen, more 
than 80 churches have found their home around the hearth-stone of 
our Old Shaftsbury mother, some dozen of which have become ex- 
tinct, while others have changed their names. Those in small capi- 
tals are yet in the body. Tliose that have borne various names are 
the following : the Awierlitz was called New Britain till 1798, then 
1 Canaan till 1821. The Ballston Spa was called 2nd Milton till 1802. 
Berlin was called Little Hoosick till 1792, then Stephentown till 
1800, then Stephentown and Petersburgh till 1806, and since then 
Berlin. Bottskill bore the cognomen of Battenkiln at first, (often 
called Union Village,) and is the oldest church of three in the town 
of Greenwich, Washington county, N. Y. Broadalhin was called 
May field till 1805. Canaan Ut, was called 2nd Canaan till 1821, and 
the same is now known (since 1846) as the Flatbrook church in the 
Berkshire Association. The 2nd Canaan was the Srd Canaan till the 
year 1821. The IM Cheshire wsl& called Adams till 1794. The Src^ 
Cheshire became the second, when the six principle churches became 
extinct in 1806-7. The Cheater church was called Thunnan till 1800. 
The ist Dover was Pawlington for many years. S^gremorU was called 
Great Barrington till 1811. The Oalway churches were called Gal- 
loway or New Galloway at first Greenfield 2nd was once the thirds 
till the old second church was dissolved in 1822. Uadley became the 
Corinth in 1819, and is now extinct we believe. The IH Hartford 
was called Westfield till 1794. The 2nd Hartford has become the 
Adamsville in late years, made up of the fragments however of two 
or three churches. The Hinsdale was called Partridgefield till 1807, 
then Peru till 1810. Hoosick was called Mapletown till 1811. The 
1«^ Nassau was called Philipstown till 1809. The Nine Partners 
was called Great Nine Partners till 1792. JS/orth East^ was North- 
eastown till 1795. Moreau, was Srd Saratoga till 1799, then called 
Northumberland till 1805, (as we suppose,) and now Moreau. The 
Providence church was formed by the union of the first and secoud 
Providence churches in 1801, which had been called Srd and 4th Gal- 
way till 1796. The 1st Savoy was called Bullock's Grant tiU 1798. 
Schuylirsville was called 1st Saratoga till 1886. Saratoga Springs 
was 2nd Saratoga till 1820. Schodack was called New Bethlehem 
till 1799. The \st and 2nd Shaftsbury chnrchea were called East and 
West Shaftsbury till 1793, and the present Shaftsbury was called the 
4th till 1819, when it became the Srd : it has often been called the 
oentre church. Stephentown was called the 2d church till 1 804. 'Die 
White Creek was called Cambridge till 1817. These explanations 
may suffice as to various names of single churches. A few churches 
united with the association for a few years, that were never repre- 
sented more than a year or two, and then disappeared from the min* 
utes. Of this class were Ballston in 1797 to 1801, with 60 members, 
but no returns after the first year. Another was the OranviUe, from 
1797 to 1801, with 18 membeTB,butiio returns again from them. 
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SECTION n. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF A FEW DIS- 
TINGUISHED MINISTERS OF THE BODY. 



In tbis section we propose to give a series ot biograpbical sketches 
of some of the more useful and distinguished ministers, whose labors 
were in connection with the early history and progress of this asso« 
oiation. We cannot notice even all that we would, for want of «pace 
in our work, already swelled to sufficient size, and also for want of 
proper materials in regard to some of these worthies of a formed 
generation. Of course we haye selected the names of the older 
ministers, who have passed away to their account and reward in 
another world ; except that we insert sketches of two or three yet 
living, but far advanced in years, who have attained some distinction 
bv the fact that they preached a life titne, or nearly so, in the same 
churchy and ihatt the church with which they first connected in Zion. 

For surely it is no mean distinction for a minister, in these times of 
ehange, to have retained the same pastoral connection for thirti/ or 
forty years, and among the same people where he was bred,, and fiist 
professed the name of Jesus. It is a remarkable exception to the 
truth of the proverb, " A prophet is not without honor, save in his 
own country, and in his own house." (Matt. 13 : 57.) 



I. EDWARD BARBER, OP GREENWICH, N. Y, 

We place at tlife head of this list of worthies the above name, not 
only -because it is deserving, but because it falls first, in an alphabeti- 
cal order of names. And although Elder Barber was a member of 
the Shaftsbury Association but* a few years, he was a frequent visitor 
and messenger from the Saratoga body, and therefore deserves a no- 
tice among the distinguished ministers of this association. We re- 
gret we cannot find more ample materials for our purpose ; and the 
more, as no characteristic sketch of him, — except a mere newspaper- 
obitiwry,— has ever found its way into print, whereby the memory of 
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his public yirtues and pulpit taleuts, as well as his private wortb, may 
be perpetuated to the geuerations following. We here design no 
fuUsome eulogy of him, but a plain statement of the leading facts 
respecting his public labors, with a brief analysis of his character as 
a man and a cnristian mioister. 

He was born September 23, 1768, in Exeter, State of Rhode Island, 
where also he ^pent his early youth* He professed relision when 
about eighteen years of age, and soon began to improve his gift in 
public Bpeakiog. His first settlement in the ministr;^ was with the 
Bottskilf Baptist church at Union Village, N. Y., at first called Bat- 
tenkill, from the stream of water near which its meeting-house stood. 
He came to this people as a licentiate from the Berlin church, under 
Elder Hull's care, and conmienced his ministry among them the last 
Lord's daj in June, 1791. On the 26th of September following, he 
was publicly set apart to the work of the gospel ministry in obedience 
to the call of the church, at the age of 26 years. His ordination 
took place in the open air, we are told, before the house of a Brother 
Wm. Tefft, (since called the Pohlman house^ in Easton, one mile 
southeast of the Baptist meetinghouse in Union Village. Elder 
Blood, of Shaftsbury, preached the sermon, and the occasion was one 
of deep interest to the church, ka Elder Barber's subsequent ministry 
proved vastly beneficial to the prosperity of the whole community, 
and the cause of true religion in that region of country. 

During a ministry of juat forty years with this people, he enjoyed 
frequent revival seasons, adding to the church about 100 during the 
first six years of his pastorate. He found them much distracted on 
account of the sad fall of Elder Tanner, his predecessor, who had 
, been excluded from the church and the ministry. From a member- 
ship of 172 reported to' the association in 1794, they gradually in- 
creased to 240 in 1799, when they last reported their number to this 
association. A few had been dismissed, excluded and died ; but 
there was a nett gain of nearly 70 members in the brief space of 
five years. 

In the revivals of succeeding years that blessed the churches of 
that region, and of the land generally, his people shared largely, and 
frequent accessions were maide to the church. In 1806 his church 
united with the Saratoga Association, where he took an active part 
among his brethren in the business and devotional exercises of that 
body for 26 years, never being marked absent from their meetings in 
the whole of that period. From the minutes of that body we gather 
that he had a constant increase to his church, rising from 236 in 1806 
to 647 reported to the association in 1826. In these 22 years he en- 
joyed three ccnsiderable revivals, in the years 1809-'! 1, aadingneariy 
sixty to his church ; in 1815-'17, about 260, and in I824-'26, soYne 
40 more, by baptism. 

The revival of 1815-'16 was a wonderful work of Divine grace 
among his people, as in many other parts of our land. Concerning 
this work we find the following account from his ffraphic pen, in a 
letter to the Editors of the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Maga- 
zine, Vol. IV., pages 866~*7,of which the following is an extract; 
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** For four years past there have been but few added to the churcb« 
In this time we have endured the trials comnK>n to the people of 
God, attended with a great want of the spirit of devotion and praC' 
tical piety ; while coldness and stupidity have mueh prevailed among 
the professors of religion. But for two years past there has been 
more attention. Our public assemblies on the Lord's dacy have been 
increased with an apparent solemnity on the minds of many who 
thus attended to hear the word. The latter part of summer there were 
some who appeared seriously impressed ; and on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, one from the Methodist eommunion came forward and gave a re- 
lation of her experience, was received of the church and baptised. 
Ou the 26th of October, pne other person was baptised. Both of 
these professed to have met with a change some years before. On 
the 20th of January, 1816, the work became more visible; several 
persons gave a relation to the church, and were received as candi* 
dates for baptism. The day following I baptised one o{ them, and 
on the 28th, Jive more, and February 11 th, two. fVom this time the 
work spread into diffident parts of the vidnity, and went on hke the 
work of a God, against all opposition. 

'*0n the 25th of February I baptized 11 ; March 10th, 19; ditto 
17th, one ; ditto 24th, 21 ; April ^th, 25 ; ditto 2l8t, 20; ditto 28th, 
22 ; May 5th, 22 ; June 2nd, 24 ; ditto 9th, 8 ; ditto 28rd, 21 ; July 
7th, -8; ditto 11th, 2; ditto 25th, one; and July 28th, 15 persons. 
Thus from the 21st of January to July 28th, being six months and 
seven days, I baptised 228 ; niaking in the whole, since September 
28th, 1815, to the 28th of this instant July, 230. These have all been 
added to the church. 

** Althoiigh this work has been verv powerful and rapiJ, yet gener- 
ally it has not been attended with noise or confusion. Very few have 
ciled out or made any visitde ado under their convictions ; but in 
some instances they have spoken their joys aloud when the Lord de« 
livered them from a guilty conscience, and the curse of the Divine 
Law. In conference meetmgs they have generally spoken with great 
calmness and deliberation ; and in giving their relations to the churchy 
they have spoken with so low a tone of voice that the crowd of spec- 
tators have found it difficult to hear. Some of all ages, from sixti^ 
down to ttoelve vears,have been baptised and received into the church, 
not any younger that I know of, have offered themselves.*' 

In another letter dated March 22, 1817,* he further says of this 
revival : 

" God is gloriously carrying on his good work in these parts ; al- 
though it has subsided within our vicinity, yet in the following towns, 
or at least in some of them, it is progressing, viz. : Hartford, Ai^gyle, 
Kingsbury, Queensbury, Fort Ann, Gran/ille, Salem, and Cambridge 
or White Greek, all in the county of Washington. According to the 
beet information I can get, about 840 persons have professed religion 
within a little more than a year past, in the above towns, including 
^57 added to the chtlrch under my pastoral care. These are the aa- 

* Bee the^Am. Baptist Magazine, YoL I., pages 152, 16?. 
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tonislimg doings of the Great Redeemer whom God hath exalted 
upon hie holy hill of ZioD. 

** Yours most affectionatel7» 

"EDWARD BARBER.** 

This was indeed a great work of Divine grace, the greatest in this 
church of his whole ministry. But in 1881 his people shared once 
more in the Divin* faror, in a revlYal that added 186 by baptism^ 
during the first six or eight months of that year. These adlditions en- 
larged the church to 414, as reported to the Bottskill Association. 
And in 1886, the yePt of his death, 185 more were added by baptism) 
as the result of a meeting of days, conducted chiefly by Elders L 
Wescott and S. S. Parr. But in this harvest Elder Barber took little 
part actively, though his prayers for Zlon and for souls, only ceased 
with his latest breath. 

His long pastorate was very profitable to this church, enlarging 
them to more than 600 members ; and the old BotUhUl remains to 
this day one of the strongest and most efficient village churches in all 
eastern New York ; and this, after it has sent off two colonies since 
Elder Barber's death ; one at Li^eville on the northeast, and tJie 
father at Galesville, on the west. The total memhership in these thret 
' Greenwich churches in 1868, is about 750. Among all the older per- 
sons of the town and yicinity who knew him. Elder Barber's memory 
IB fragrant to this day. He was the spiritual fother of hundreds in the 
town of Greenwich and the region around. In his doctrinal views, he 
was of the old school ; but still he was eminently practical, as he was 
able, in his pulpit efforts. It might be said of him in his day, Jn labors 
abundant. Often the chosen preacher at Associations and ordinations, 
he was heard with pleasure and profit by his brethren of the pulpit, as 
well as by those of the pew. Of the Shaftsbury Association, lie was 
Clerk in 1799, as he was the author of the circular letter in 1800, and 
of the corresponding, in 1797. An extract from his circular may be found 
page 74-6 of this work. In the 5ara/o^a Association, also, he shared 
a like distinction among his brethren, as well as in the Bottskill 
body. He preached the introductory sermon in the Saratoga Asso- 
dation five times in twenty-five years, and was Moderator of the 
same six times in that period, beside being clerk for ^o sessions.! 

In the controversies of his times respecting the character and ten- 
dencies of the institution of Free-Masonry, Elder Barber was one of 
the foremost and firmest in opposition to this institution. And in an- 
swer to the reproach sometimes cast upon the churches that took 
anti masonic ground, that tb^y lacked ardent piety, and only lived in 
a spirit of controversy, it might be stated that in the great revivals of 
188 1-2, as well as those of subsequent years, the churches in this re- 
gion which were the most decided in their opposition to secret socie- 
iteSf shared full as largely in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and 
are not behind other churches gfenerally, in the spirit of Benevolence. 
Facts well known, demonstrate the tiTitfifulness of this remark. 

Elder Barber died suddenly amidst his own people, on the first day- of 
July, 1834 ; "and devourmen carried him to hu burial, and nusA^ great 
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lamentatioD o^«r him.^ Iq the mkiiitesof the BottskiU AssociatioA 
ol that yeaxy honorable testimony was borne to his worth, and a reso- 
lution of condolenoe with his widow and children was put upon re* 
cord. And the sul^oined obituary notice of him, puWahed jsooa after 
lus decease, will show the manner of his death and the esteem in 
which he was held by those who knew him in his day and generatioik 
It is copied from a newspaper notice found in the possession of hia 
daughter, Mrs. Jane B. Gregory^ of Albany, N. Y« 

<<From the JSsw Yokk Baptist Rbgistsr^ 

"ELDER EDWARD BARBER. 

'*DiBD, About one o'clock on the morning of the 1st ultimo, at bis 
residence in Greenwich, Rev. Edward Bakber, in ihe sixty-sixth year 
of his age. 

*' The circumstances of his death were as foUows : "Wliile harness* 
ing his horse for the purpose of attending an ecclesiastical conTention, 
trhere his counsel was much desired,* at about half past three o'clock 
P. M. of the day pt^'vioxis to his death, he was suddenly attacked 
with an apoplectic affection, attended apparently with some degre« 
of paralysis which he surviyed but a few hours. He remained speedi* 
less during the time, but from the slight manifestations he was ena- 
bled to maUe, he appeared to have tiie tise of his reason to the last ; 
and seemed not onb^ to be aware that the hour of his departure had 
Qome, but also to meet the king of terrors. undismayed, and in the faU 
hope of a blissful immortality. 

** His funeral services were attended on the 3d. A solemn, ap- 
propriate, and impressive discourse was delivered on the ocoasion hv 
Rev. George Witherell, of Hartford, from Psalm 12:1, * Help Lord) 
for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful £tXL from among tiie 
children of men.' Hie audience was very lai^, attentive and deeplr 
affected. His death seemed to touch a diord tiiat vibrated throud^ 
the whole county ; and the vast concourse that attended his remama 
to the mansions of the dead, bore ample testimony of the respect and 
veneration in which he was held in the community around him, who 
had witnessed his life, and attended the labors of his ministry. 

** He commenced his ministerial course with the people, (to whom 
he preached to the last,) on the last sabbath of June, 1*794. He was 
publicly set apart to the work of the gospel ministry, by ordination, 
on the 25th of September, in the same year, at whidi time, as appears 
by a memorandum of his own, he was 2B years old. lliis section of 
country was, at tkat time, almost a wilderness. The church was ia 
its infancy, feeble in resources, and few in numbers. His labors 
with it have been abnndantiy blessed, and from a mere handful 
of about thirty,f he lived to see it embrace more than Jive hundred 
members. The day before his death, completed the fortieth year of 
his ministry with tnis church ; and he was then called to give an ao- 

^We have been told that this convention, was the preliminaiy meeting to settle ' 
the principles upon which the Washington and Bottokill Associations might coal- 
esce, as they afterwards did, into one bodj. 

t This is a mistake, for the BottskiU ehorch reputed to the assodation in Jane, 
1794^ the handsome number of 172 members in fellowship, 

14 
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oomit of bis stewardship and to receive that crown of righteousness 
■ad glory, which, we trust, the Lord had prepared for him in Heaven. 
He had long praved that he might not outlive his ufiefulneas ; and 
his Heavenly Father has taken him home to the rest of the Blessed, 
while yet his lamp burned brightly, and his labors were not fruitless. 
" Mr. Baebbr was possessed of a vigorous and active mind, a ripen- 
ed and well regulated judgement, a chastened and humble spirit; 
and a generous and a£fectionate heart. As a preacher, a )>astor, and a 
coimsellor, he was ezceUed by bpt few. In his public ministrations he 
was faithful, fearless, and affectionate ; in his private life — blameless, 
unassuming and kind. H« adorned the doctrines he professed, not 
more by his devotion as a public teacher, than by his example as a 
private christian. He practiced with faithlulness the virtues he 
preached ; and performed in the spirit of the gospel, the duties he en- 

ioined upon the followers of his ^mster. In the denomination to which 
le belonged, he was held in high estimation ; and in the circle of his 
acquaintance, was beloved. His praise was in all the churches, and 
Ms remembrance is garnered up in the hearts of thousands who 
knew him. 

** He was a sound divine. No man could have been more firmly 
established in the belief, or possessed clearer and more definite veiws Ik 
the Divine sovereignty, plan of grace, aud the wajr of recovery from 
the ruins of the fall, by Jesus Christ, than he did. The full, rich, 
onmerited and special grace of God, exhibited in the salvation of 
the sinner, was a theme on which he delighted to dwell. We cannot 
but believe he has received many souls as the seals of his ministry, and 
that he will meet in the realms of glory, many beatified spirits that 
have been saved by his instrumentality. He has baptised during his 
ministry about 760 persons. 

** In view of the life, labors, and death of our father in Christ, we 
connot but say ; jLet me die the death of the righteous, and let my l<ut end 
ht like hUr « A Brother in Christ." 

The following unostentatious inscription may be read on his tomb- 
stone where his dust slumbers among his own people in the Baptist 
burying ground in Union village, Washington county, N. Y. 

"EDWARD BARBER: 

died 

''July 1st 1834, in his 

66th year. 

" He was a minister of the Gospel of Christ. 

"Hblp, Lord ! for the Godlt man obaseth ; for ths 

" Faithful fail from ahokg the children of men." 



II ELDER CALEB BLOOD, OF SHAFTSBUBY, VT. 

Elder Blood was for twenty years an active min ister and member 
m the Association, and from the prominent part he bore in all its do- 
ings as well as ilrom his excellent spirit and general acceptance 
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among his brethren, deserves more than the passing notice given of 
his worth, in the body of this work, when he took leave of his breth' 
ran, in the year 1 807. The following sketch is condensed from a no- 
tice of him, in the Mass. Bap. Miss. Magazine, vol. iv. pages 50-4 ; and 
other authentic sources of information concerning him. 

He was born in Charlton, Worcester co. Mass. A.ugU8t 10, 1754. 
In the 2l8t year of his age, he was brought hopefully to a sweet and 
comfortable experience of the truth, and professed the religion of the 
gospel. It is reported that he was struck with a deep sense of his 
lost condition, while at a ball, in the midst of mirth and gayety ; and 
that the impression thus made, continued, until the Lord, by his sov- 
ereign grace, set his soul at liberty. He soon became impressed with 
the situation of a world of sinners around him, and in about 18 months, 
commenced preaching the gospeL It is presumed he was approbated, 
and sent into the ministry by the church at Charlton, of which Elder 
l^athaniel Green was then pastor. After preaching in several 
places, as a door was opened before him, he visited Marlow, Kew 
Hampshire, in the autumn of 1777, where he was ordained, and con- 
tinued to labor for about ^100 years. He then removed to Weston, and 
labored a year and a half with the Baptist church and society. About 
tbis time, the Lord poured out his spirit upon the inhabitants of New* 
ton, Mass., and numbers being converted were baptised after the 
apostolic example, and in the summer of 17 8u a church was consti- 
tuted, which increased to 70 members in 14 months. This infant 
church invited Elder Blood to become their Pastor, which he did la 
the spring of 1781, and continued with them, until the year 1788. 
Though his ministry here was short, he was much beloved by the peo- 
ple. The following incident spei^ for itself, as related by key. St F. 
iSmith in his notice of Elder Blood's ministry. " The evening after he 
had taken leave of his people, two sisters, then mere children, went 
home in tears ; and it is said one of them, steadily affirmed that she 
would willingly leave her father and mother, and all that she held 
dear, for the privilege of accompanying Mr. Blood, even if he should 
go to the eoas of the earth."* 

Elder Blood removed to Shaftsbury, Vt., at the earnest request of 
a number of brethren there, in January, 1788, with the consent of 
his attached people in Newton. Here he was eminently useful for 
nearly twenty years ; not only in the town of his adoption, but in all 
the region around. Several revivals of religion were enjoyed under 
his minbtry. He found about 1 96 members in fellowship when ha 
came ; and in 1807, when he removed, the church reported 865 to the 
Association. The year 1795 was a year of enlargement, some 85 be- 
ing added to the church ; as there were 4ome, about every year of hia 
pastorate. But in the winter of 1798-9, a most wonderful work of 
reformation was experienced in that town ; and Elder Blood's con- 
gregation shared largely in this gracious revival About 175 were 
added to his church, among them several of his own ohildrea Ad, 
account of this revival may be found in this work, from his pen, un- 

* Hr. Smith's life of Elder ^» GaArroir. of Newton, p. 44. 
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der date of 1799, copied from Backus' history of the churches inNeif 
England. [See pages 59, 60.] And during the whole of his ministry, 
About 275 were added to the church under his care, se successful t^aa 
he in gathering the lambs of Christ into the fold. 

But Elder Blood's labors were not confined to his own people ; hit 
frequently traveled and preached in the adjacent country, being often 
called to assist in councils, ordinations, ic., in other churches. So 
eminent were his services, that he acquired the title of one of the 
Fathers in the Shaftsbury Association. When the University of VeT'* 
mont was established in 1791, he was appointed ode of the Irustees ; 
and the year following, by the appointment of the Legislature, he 
preached the election sermon before the Governor and members of 
the State government 

In addition to bis other itinerent labors, Elder Blood, in the autumn 
of 1804, performed a missionary torn of three months under appoint- 
ment of tne Association, to the western parts of the Stale uf New York, 
and into Upper Canada. There is reason to believe his labors were 
highly useful in many places, in *' setting in order the things that 
were wanting," and in "strengthening others that were ready to die.** 
While in this body, he preached the introductory sermon, at least 
five years, or in 1792. '86, 1801, '03 and in 1806. He also served his 
brethren, as Moderator for nine sessions, and wrote the circular letter 
for them in 1789, and in 1796. The first of the circulars is in the 
the body of Uiis work, and -MtTell deserves our study for the clear 
and comprehensive principles which it embodies in regard to the 
government of a church. Beside, the Constitution or Plan of the 
Association, both in 1789, and 1806, was the fruit, in part at least, 
of his mature judgment and views of the order of a voluntary 
association of cnristian churches for mutual aid and usefulness. 
And in the early discussion of the merits of Speculative Free-Ma- 
sonry, in this body, in .1799 and 1802^, Elder Blood is understood 
to have been one of the firmest objectors to this institution, along 
with Barber, Warren and Webb, tmld compeers, in those days, in 
their opposition to all that was clearly inconsistent to the letter 
and spirit of the gospel of Christ. 

After spending the meridian of his life in Shaftsbury, for nearly 
twenty years. Elder Blood, at the age of 53, was dismissed at his 
own urgent solicitation from the care of that church, in April, 1807. 
He next settled in Boston, as Pastor of the Third Baptist church 
in that city, where he labored for nearly three years, or from Sept. 
1807, until June, 1810, with very good acceptance, though with 
what success we are not informed. The last four years of his life, 
he spent in the service of the First church and society in the city 
of Portland, Maine. He was useful in this new field, although be* 
ginnins^ to feel the infirmities of age. The church and society 
erected a convenient house of worship, during his ministry. Hu 
labors were increasingly useful and acceptable here, and especially 
the last years of his U/e. For nearly two months before his death, 
he was unable to walk to his meeting house, though but a small 
distance. But his zeal for the cause^ and his love to immortal soolsy 
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suffered no abatement. He felt and spoke like a dying man. To 
all who heard him, his addresses appeared uo usually solemn and im- 
pressive. He struggled hard with his infirmities, and was often 
exercised with great pain, while discharging the duties of his pul 
pit. 

He was attacked more violently on the 19th of February, and 
continued to £ul until Lord's Day morning, March 16th, 1814, about 
6 o'clock, when he fell asleep in Jesus, aged 59 years, 6 months, and 
17 days. The state of his mmd during his last sickness may be seen 
by the following extracts from a letter, written to a friend, dated 
March 12, 1814. 

** Dear and respected friend, 

** I received your kind and sympathetic letter with grateful emo- 
tions. The sympathy of friends may, in some instances, Mothe our 
sorrows, but it cannot ease the heart that is rent by the cruel tyrant 
death. But shall I call that cruel which alone introduces the soul in- 
to inmiortal felicity ? Oh no ; let me rather adore the goodness of 
Ood, that overrules his power, and makes even Death me great pri^ 
Tilege of the believer. Yet I may truly say the hand of the Lord 
lies heavy upon us. Few children have had such a parent. Bnt alasl 
he is now no more. Ac." ** The Lord has been good to us, especially in 
granting the manifestations of his love to my father. In his last sick- 
ness, ai^ for some months before, he was unusally engaged in prayer 
and preaching; so much so, that many thought him ripening for 
glory. His mind was perfectly composed in his sickness, and by his 
conversation, he evinced to all that heard him, the reality of the re- 
ligion of Jesus, and its power to support the soul, when flesh and 
heart faU." 

** When in the near prospect of death, he manifested an unshaken 
belief in the doctrine he had preached, expressing an entire confidence 
in God, and dependence on the righteousness of Christ He often 
said, * I am as naked as the thief on Uie cross, as to any thing to recom- 
mend me to God.' When he spake of sufferings, he would quote those 
words in Luke, 23 ; 41 ; " And we indeed justly : for tee receive the r«- 
ward of our deeds; but this man hath done nothing amiss,** When it 
was mentioned, that he was going to receive the reward of his labors, 
he would reply : * If mere mercy through the atonement of Christ can 
reach so great a sinner, and a soul that deserves to sink to hell can be 
saved I shall arrive at the kingdom of glory ; if not, I am gone.' 

** Being asked, if he could give up all below, he said he calmly re- 
signed his family and the dear children ; but the thought of no more 
warning poor sinners was the hardest thing to him ; Imt at length he 
said ; ' I nave done the work, and finished the ministry I have re- 
cieved.' 

** He fervently warned ministers against seeking to be great in the 
view of others ; and of the great necessity of church discipline. He 
desired that poor sinners might be told, that he died with a concern 
on his heart for their souls. As a ministering brother was going to 
X^ray with him, he was asked, what he would wish to have pray^ 
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for ? * 0/ said he, *pray that all our wills map be swallowed up in the 
Divine will ; and that the cause of God inaj flourish in this ^orld.' 

** He often repeated the following words ; 

" This life's a dream, an emptj show; 
*' But the l»'ight world to which I go, 
* ' Hath joys substantial and sincere ; 
" When shall I wake, and find me there ! 

" When in extreme pain, he would say, 

**Thii' painful at present, ' twill cease before long, 
" And then, Oh how pleasant, the conqueror's song 1 

'* Seeing my mother affected in looking at his hand, he said, *Don*t be 
anxious, because you see death in it : the Lord will fashion it like un- 
to his glorious body; for I shall see him for myself, and not for 
another.' She replied, 'I hope it will not belong, before we meet 
again no more to part.' He replied, * It will be all graoe'if we do.' 

^ When very near to death, being asked, if he was sensible he was 

going, he said ; ' I believe I am, yery fast.' Then he w^as asked how 
is mind was ? be said ; Calm; I am not afraid to trust in Jesus; 
there is enough in him.' And then, on the morning of the*^ Sabbath, 
we have reason to belieye, he entered an Eternal Sabbath of rest" 

BsTSitT Blood." 

The following notice of his. decease is from a Portland paper oi 
the time. 

** On Lords' Da^ morning, 6th inst. between the hours of ^ix and 
seven, departed this life, after a short, bat painful illness. Ret. Qalsb 
Blood, Pastor of the Baptist church in this town, in the 60th year of 
his age, and the 88th of his ministry. His dying testimonyto thi last, 
ao impressive upon the minds of. all that hewrd it, is the^.best com- 
ment upon his enaracter. In his last stclmess, all classes ajppeared 
equally concerned; each one striving iojexprees a regard iW so 
valuable a member of the community. A bereaved widow ahd^ two 
children, mourn the loss of a husband, a faiihar, an instnictbr'ana ]^ost 
invaluable companion, under tbefuH oonvi<$tion that he is noxv reaping 
the reward of a faiUiful servant. The bereaved church, of whTcii he 
was Pastor, sustaining so great a loss, are entitled to the sympath)^ of 
all the frienda of Zion. May the , Great Head of the church, with 
whom is the residue of the spirit,, comfort the bereaved, and jteptdr 
this breach now made in the militant church, fcHr the glory ef his 
name, and support of hia cause upon the earth. 

" His funeral was attended on the Wednesday fidlowii^ by a Wge 
concourse of people of all denominations, from the Baptist meeting 
house, where a very solemn discourse was delivered on the occasion, 
by the Rev. Stlvanus Boardman of North Yarmouth, from Job V, 
17. Thus terminated the life of this excellent man, leaving behind 
him the good name, which is better than precious ointment^ 
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IIL ELDER AMASA BROWN, OP HARTFORD, N. T. 

Respecting this veteran captain in the host of our Israel, and for 
some thirteen years a member of the Shaftsburj Association, we w 
unable to furnish more than the following meagre sketch, drawn pari- 
]j from the minutes of associations, and partly from the yerbid 
accounts of those who knew him. 

He came from Swansey , Massachusetts, into the region of his sub- 
sequent labors, soon after the revolutionary war, in which he did ser- 
vice — attaming, it is said, a commission > in the army. At what time 
he enlisted under the banner of King Jesus, and when he was pro- 
moted in his service to the rank he so well honored, as a leader in 
Zion, we are uninformed. Most likely his preaching efiEbrts com- 
menced about the time of the constitution of the first Baptist 
church in Hartford, in 1788, when about 33 or 34 years of age. 

His, name occurs on the Shaftsbury minutes in 1793, for the fir^ib 
time, as pastor of the church, (then called 1st Westfield,) with 146 
members, of whom 27 had been added during the year previous. 
The next year he came up to the annual meeting at Pownal, Vt., with 
an addition of 50 more ; and having dismissed 21, he reported a total 
still of 168. In 1 795, although not present at Stillwater himself, 
his church reported an addition of 31, and a total of 196. In 1796, 
he reported 49 added, SO dismissed, and 212 in all. In 1797, he was 
present at Bottskill to report the accession of 106 more, and a total 
of 3U3, after a powerful revival^-which began from the death of a 
woman by lightning, to which solemn alarm, some 40 persons dated 
their first awakening. And thus tor years did his church increase ia 
Dumber under his ministry, until in 1806, we see his name at the head 
of a company of 435, with 16 new recruits under his guidance, in the 
Saratoga battalion of tlie army of Zion. 

From 1793 to 1799, he must have enjoyed a continued revival — ad- 
ding in these seven years, about 300 to his church. After a few years 
of declension he shared again in the Divine favor upon his labors, 
adding about 105 in the years 1813-'14*, and again m 1816-'17, he 
baptised from 140 to 150, in two years. This was his last and great- 
est harvest, the fruits of which are yet seen In many churches, by the 
fitability and consistent conduct of those converts ; and blessins even 
the distant heathen, through the indefatigable labors of our beloved 
Wade, on the shores of Burmah. For among the number he baptised 
in 1 8 1 6, (as we learn by one of them,) were three now living, ajod 
useful ministers of the gospeL One was our excellent foreign ml»* 
sionary, Jonathan Wade, D. D., in Burmah ; another was Elder 
Babna Allen, now of Hubbardton, Vt, once for a year or two, the 
pastor of his mother church : while the third was Elder John "SL 
Barker, uow for several years pastor of the Adajnsville Baptist 
church — ^a colony from Hartford, as its foster mother. 

Soon after this great harvest. Elder Brown's increasing age and In- 
firmities, secured for him a release from the pastoral care of the 
church, although he continued till about the yea|| 1821, a period of 
some 33 years in all. His labors were felt in adjacent towns; and 
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during Ikifl miiustry, the chur«h ia Hebron, on the east. Mid that aft 
Adamsyille, on the southwest, were constituted, in considerable part 
from memberB of his church. 

Bvsaoceasor was Elder QEOUcnt WiTEnEBELL,.in 1^2",^ who continued 
tbe ten or tweWe years in town. The Hartford church has had its pe- 
ecdiar trials and yicissitudes smce the labors of Elder Brown closed, 
baying been for a period dirided into two bands by the Masonic ques- 
tion ; but now, and for the last ten years, is united again ; having en- 
joyed the labors of seyeral pastors, some of whom haye been fayored 
with powerful revivaJs of religion, and large accessions to the churchi 
It now embodies s memb^ship of about 4S0, under the pastoral 
efaarge of Elder J. B. Drummona, who has baptised into their fellow- 
tfaip during the past two or three years, about 200 converts. May 
tiienr frmt be vnto holinesB; asd the end everlasting life. 

iUider Brown's church united with the Saratoga Association^ 
at its organization in 1805, and remained in that connection till 1827, 
when it united with other chuvches in the vicinity, in forming ih» 
"Washington Association. Hrs memory is cherished among the peo- 
ple of the town of Hartford and the regions about it, for the excel- 
lent traits of his character aa a man — a christian — and a minister of 
Jesut Christ. If he was not the most talented of preachers, he wi» 
a very useful one. He must have baptised something like seven hun- 
dred into the fellowship of the Hartford church in the fast thirty 
Tears of his ministry amoi^ them. For several ^ears his brethren 
honored him in the association, by appointing him its Moderator. 

Elder Brown was a patriot fx>r when his reghnent was called out 
In 1814, to march to Plattsbnrgfa, the order coming on the Sabbath — 
as chaplain he went into his desk in the morning with his epaulettes 
on, (as we are informed l^y an eye-witnesp,. then a boy,) and preached 
m very patriotic discourse to incite bis neighbors and brethren to fi- 
delity, who had been summoned to the defence of their country 
against the invading ibe — ^and then at the close of the service marched 
on with his regiment in the afternoon^ evincing that his love of coun- 
try was true-marted. 

He was an early advocate for the foreign mission, and other benev- 
olent societies that arose about the same period, soon after the war. 
For his zeal and boldness m advocating these objects of benevolence, 
he met with opposition, and suffered in consequence, even from some of 
his own Inrethren. We have this incident from Col. Allen, of Fair- 
kayen, Yi, fas well a» the former one,) that he said : " If a man 
would not allow his wife the means to give to such worthy objects^ 
he thought she would l>e justifiable in getting into his purse and help« 
in^ herself to fonds.** To some, this was outrageous counsel from a 
mmister of the 6k»speL But should a christian wifo be hindered al- 
ways from acting tne reasonable promptings of her benevolent soul 
hy sudi a husband ? With suek a pastor, who wonders that Jonathan 
Wade became a missionary of the cross f 

Elder Brown died at last in a good old age, among his own people^ 
where his sepulchre is seen to this day in the public burial ground, 
Hiudat hn own fkmilyy several of whose remains lie aroui^ hioL 
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On his tombstone the passer by will read the following brief in- 
scription :— 

** Rev. Akasa Brown, 

"Died January 24, 1830, 

**in the 'ZOth year of his age* 

And in the same yard, lie the mortal remains of two other minis* 
ters who have labored among this people ; Rev. Jbeemiab EysaTSi 
who died among them, August 24th« 1846, aged 88^year8; and 
Rev. Henry F. Baldwin, (once of 1 Bennington,) who died in Arca- 
dia, New York, September 20th, 1845, aged 43 years. 



IV. ELDER JOSEPH OORNTELL, OF GAL WAY, N. Y. 

The compiler eannot do better than to give his rea^ters entire, the 
following sketch of Elder Cornell's life and character, which is taken 
from the History of t>ie N. Y. Baptist Missionary Convention, by El- 
ders Peck and Lawton ; pages 2(^0-204. 

*' But few individuals, under all the circumstances which attended 
his life and eharactf r, liave been more generally known in this State, 
and in a considerable portion of New England, than the one whose 
name is placed at the head of this article. He lived in a peculiar age 
of the country and of the church, to both of which his habits and man- 
ners seemed peculiarly adapted; and hence his popularity and ose- 
fulness were unquestionably great, in the different fields of labor to 
which he was called in the course of his ministerial duties. 

"The subject of this memoir was bom February 1 1, 1^47, at Swan- 
ney, Mass., where he continued to reside with his father, Mr. Elisha 
Cornell, until he was about twenty-five years of age. He then mar- 
ried to Mary Mason, and removed with her, and settled in business, in 
Lanesborough, Mass., where he remained until the year 1780, when he 
was ordained to the work of the ministry. 

" Eld. Cornell was made the subject of ffrace, as he supposed, when 
he was about nineteen years of age ; but tor some reason did not con- 
nect himself with the church until about two years after. He was then 
baptised by Eld. Russel Mason, and united with the Baptist church 
in Swansey, his native place. Almost immediately after his connec* 
lion with ihe people of God, his mind was deeply exercised with a 
sense of his duty in reference to the ministry. On the one hand he felt 
almost irresistibly impelled to commence preaching the gospel for the 
ealvation of sinners ; and on the other, he felt weighed down with a 
sense of his insufficiency, especially in reference to tiie education neces- 
sary to qualify him ** rightly to divide the word, and give to each his 
portion in due season." In this state of mind he continued his 
walk with the church, exercising his gifts in prayer and exhortation, 
on nil suitable occasions, for about twelve years, when, having deter- 
mined his future course, and having passed the ordeal of exaxmnatlon 
and admission, he was ordained at lAnesborongh, in 1780. 

14« 
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<* Immddiatelj sfter his ordioaiion he remoTed to Manehesier, Vt^ 
then a frontier settlement, where manj people remained during th» 
•ventful period of the Ainerican revolution, and whnre there was a 
*' Baptist Conference,'' which had invited him to come and labor 
with them. Soon after tike conunencement of his ministry in this 
plaoe, a church was regularly constituted, and he became their first 
pastor. 

** At this time when Eld. Cornell \v(ent to Manchester, there was 
a revival of religion in that place, and the church is understood to 
iisve rsedved ver^ considerable additions; but at the close of the 
war many of the mhabitants, who had resided there but tempora- 
rily, removed to diffsrent places ; which materially affected the per- 
manent growth of the church imder his ministration. 

"It is understood, however, to have flourisbed under his preach- 
ing ; and his labors in that place gave evidence of Divine accept- 
anoe, and satisfaction to the public. After remaining at Manches- 
ter about fourteen years, he accepted an invitation to take the 
pastcoral charge of the second Baptist church in Gkdway, N. T« 
talis church had been recently constituted, and Dea., smce Eld. 
Abijah Peck, had offidated in its public exercises ; but as yet there 
had been no regular pastor until Eid. Cornell was settled there, in 
1794. Here he continued for five years, laboring faithfully and ae- 
ceptably, the church prospering under his ministry. 

" At this time Dr. John Munro, a member of his church, having 
been ordained to the ministry, Elder Cornell resigned the pastoral, 
diarge into his hands, and commenced a series of missionary labors 
under the patronage of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, which 
he continued for three years. The first year he spent in what is usually 
called the Blade River country, and Upper Canada ; the second 
year principally in Chenango county, N. Y.; and the third year in 
the western part of New York and Upper Canada. In the course 
of these ministrations he formed an extensive circle of acquaintan- 
ces, of a very dear and interesting character, whidi will long be re- 
membered* 

" At the dose of this period, in the year 1802, his health having 
become impaired, he went to ProvideDce, R. I., for the purpose of 
regaining it. At that time the first Baptist church at rrovidence 
was in a fiourishing condition, imder the pastoral charge of Elder 
Stephen Qano ; and the Congregational diurch in that ^ace had re- 
cently been left destitute by the death of its pastor, the Rev. Mr. 
Snow. The latter invited Elder Cornell to preach for them, which 
he did for about a year ; at which time, a revival taking place, and 
most the subjects of it receiving gospel baptism, the second Baptist 
church of Providence was finalfy constituted, from these and former 
members of the Baptist church, and some members of the congregation- 
al church where Eld. Cornell had been preaching. Over this diurch, 
thus formed, Eld. Cornell was again settled as pastor, it being the third 
instance of his being settled as pastor over churches newly constituted. 

" This church erected a large and commodious meeting-house, in 
which Eld. Cornall preached the first aermon, and, hy a singular 
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coincidenee, the last, also ; happening to be in ProviBence on a fuH 
about thirteen years afterwards, when he preached, and the next dsjr 
the house was carried away by a flood, in a terrible stoiin. Th« 
Bible belonging to the church was found floating in the river, and 
though drenched with water, and although it must have changed 
positions repeatedly after leaving the desk, when found, it was said 
to remain open at the place from which the text had last been takeo 
by Eld. Cornell 

" After remaining at Plrovidence about ten years, he returned, and 
resumed his labors as pastor of the second Baptist church in Oalway, 
in which he succeeded Eld. Samuel Rogers. Here he continued about 
nine years, and then resigned the pastoral charge to Elder Eugeoio 
Kincaid, now a successful missionary in Burmah. 

** From this period to that of his death, between four and fiT« 
years. Elder Cornell was employed by the Hamilton Baptist Mission- 
ary Society, a part of the time as a missionary, and a pa^ of the tim« 
as an agent for the Oneida missionary station. His missionary la- 
bora were principally performed in Columbia county, N, T.; hb 
travels as an agent in the western part of New York, and in Kew 
England. In this last service closed the labors of this pious, devo- 
ted and interesting servant of Jesus Christ, in the eightieth year of 
his age, and the forty sixth of h s ministry. 

** There was something sing^ar and apparently providential in the 
time and manner of his death, which happened in strict accordance 
with his previously expressed wishes, at his residence in Galway, July, 
26, 1826. He had, contrary to his previous arrangements, unexpect- 
edly returned home from Oneida county, on Monday evening, in good 
health. On Tuesday he complained of a slight indisposition, which, 
however, did not confine him to his house. On Wednesday momine 
he remained about the same ; he had walked out and returned, and 
about 10 o'clock, A. M., he was sitting and conversing upon some 
common topic with his son, Dea. Ana Cornell, when the latter per- 
cieving a sudden change come over his father's countenance, spranff 
forward, and caught him to prevent his falling from his chair ; ana 
thus he expired instantly, in the arms of his son, without a strug- 
gle, a word, or a groan, and slept with the saints of the Most Hira 
God 1 Such is the brief and imperfect history of the life and minis- 
terial labors of Eld. Joseph Cornell — the duration, variety and ex- 
tent, of which, alone, is deemed to be of sufficient importance to enti* 
tie him to this notice. 

*<But there are other considerations which render his memory pe- 
culiarly interesting. He was wholly self-taught. So illiterate, in- 
deed, was he. at the time he commenced in the ministry, that it was 
difficult for him to read a sentence intelligibly. Notwithstanding 
this, his language was generidly well-selected, ms arrangements sys 
tematic, and his illustrations clear and lucid. He possessed a strong 
mind, and a discriminating judgment, which enaoled him to steer 
clear of many of the troubles and difficulties which frequently disturb 
the placidity of the pastoral office. He seemed to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the avenues to ihe human heart, which enabled him 
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frequeatly, in the coarse of his preaching, to make the most deep and 
UstiDg impressions* with the most familiar language and the most 
unlabored argument. 

** In a word, his entire devotion, fervent piety, and unremitting zeal, 
were apparent at all times in his daily walk and oonversatioa, and 
tecured to him the entire confidence of the Christian community. Un> 
like many of his age and circumstances, in reference to literafy ac- 
quirements, he was a warm and decided friend of education, and of 
tnose institutions, — especially that at Hamilton,^-which have in view 
the education of persons for the ministry. The wrier of this article 
rec(^ects perfectly well being present at a ministerial conference, 
nearly twenty years ago, when Eld. Cornell was also present, and 
warmly espoused the cause of education; rendering, as one reason for 
his BO doing, his own experienoe for the want of it, and the privation 
and emharrassment he had suffered as a conseqnenee.'* 



V. ELDER JEHIEL FOX, OP CHESTER, WARREN" CO., IST. Y 

"Among the early Fathers in the ministry, whose pioneer labors 
and toils contributed so- much to the establishment and future pros- 
peritv of the Shaftsbury Association, is the name of one^ whose field 
of labor was on one of the extreme outposts of this ancient body. Elder 
Jehiel Fox. He was born in East Haddam, in Connecticut, about 
the year 1760. He was the son of Daniel Fox, who with his large 
family, about the time of the Revolution, moved up to J^ew Canaan, 
Columbia county, N. T. The subject of this notice, at that time, a 

Joung man, taught a school near Whiting's Pond. He married Miss 
erusha Baldwin, da\;ighter of Capt. Hezekiah Baldwin, a soldier of 
the French and Revolutionary wars, but who, at this time, was a sol- 
dier of the cross, under the ministry of Eider Jacob Drake. The 
Baptists were then called, by the "standing order," new lights, (322 
Benedict's Hist Bapt. page 551.) After this, Mr. Foxmovtd with his 
family up to Hoosick Falls, about the year 1788, where he began to 
improve nis gift in public, and was licensed to preach by the church 
at St Coix. The license is signed by Dea. Waldo. In the year 1796 
he moved to Chester, 18 miles north of Lake George, in the north 
part of Wjshiugton, now Warren county. In that distant wilderness, 
ne found a few scattered followers of Christ ' In 1796 a church was 
organized, and he was ordfuped at a, council of brethren by Elder 
Amasa Brown, from Hartford, the nearest Baptist minister, in about 
50 miles. The writer of this article, although at that time, a lad of 
6 years old, well remembers the solemnity of the scene. It was in 
the old liOg House and was among his earliest convictions of sin. 
Eld. Brown preached and prayed until it seemed as though Heaven 
and Earth had come together. 

With a zeal for the honor of his master, and a burning love for 
83uU, scattered in that wilderness region^ i^dar Fox was fd>andant in 
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btbon. Often threading his way by marked trees, over hills, through 
▼allies, and fording streams, he sought out and won souls to Christ. 
Perseverance and untiring diligence, were the elements of his charac- 
ter. He received no support — the disciples were poor. He expected 
none, but **he endured as seeing Him who is invisible/' while he had 
respect unto the recompense of reward. Many toils, privations and 
obstacles, to which Christians were then subject, were met and pa- 
tiently overcome. One aged mother in Israel came 8 miles with her 
husband on an ox sled, through the woods, to enjoy a covenant and 
communion season at the Pastor's house, where the meetings were 
held, remaining from Saturday' till Monday in his family, as was 
usual for those living at a distance. On returning to their homes they 
were beset by a huge Panther, by which they became exceedingly- 
alarmed and distressed about their safety, but the Presence of thd 
God of Daniel was there, and the fierce animal was held in check. 
By the sweat of his brow, Elder Fox toiled some four or five days in 
the week, to support his family, and the remaining part of the time, 
he preached, traveled and planted churches in the following places, 
from 10 to 20 miles from his residence : Johnsburgh, Minerva, Scbroon, 
Bolton, Athol, and Thurman, now called Warrensburgh. These 
churches now comprise a large part of the Lake George Association. 
He was a man of study and reflection, to which he often gave himself, at 
the fireside, after the toils of the day were ended. His business hab< 
its were systematic, ready and punctual. Constant exposure and fa* 
tigue, common to a new country, brought on a distressing asthmatic 
complaint, whidi wore upon him, until 1823, at the early age of 60, 
the earthly house gave way. A little before his departure, he pre- 
pared the following inscription and requested it might be placed over 
his srave. ** Jkhikl Fox passes this way, from the labors of the 
field and vineyard, to his master. Lo 1 Grace gives the triumph." 
Soon after this the Savioujr called — he laid off his armor, sunk down 
to rest and now sleeps upon the battle field of his conflicts and war- 
fare His flesh rests in hope. 

Connected with this ancient organization of christian churches, we 
see a class of ministers who were eminently successful in gathering 
souls to Christ, with much greater toils and hindrances, aiid far less 
advantages and facilities than are enjoyed by the present ministry. 
The question is often asked in what did their success consist t 
"Where was their moral strength ? The question is easily answered. 
In their acts and prayerB, They were men who walked and com- 
muned with God ; who were habitual, fervent and effectual in prater. 
They went up daily to a Throne of Grace upon their knees, bearing 
in their lips and presenting to God his own written promise : " As 
thy day is, so shaU thy strength be," and they came back, richly la- 
den, with every needed blessing they asked for. In glancing over the 
past history of the old ShaftsUiry Association, which has been the 
mother of so many associations, there is joy mingled with grief. 

And we involuntarily exclaim, *' The FATHEas, where are they f 
and the Paophstb, do they live forever ? ' The answer is, No. The 
Prophets are dead, and the Fathers are fallen asleep. The Otodky 
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mmn ceaseth and the faithful fail. Bat blessed be God. The ohurch 
liTes, and she thtUl live and triumph. For she has inscribed npoa 
her banner, the oath and promise of her ascended Lord and King, ''I 
am he that was dead and am alive, and behold I lire forever ; araen ; 
and have the kejs of Hell and of death.'* Therefcnre, ** Beeaose I live, 
je shall live also." 

The above sketch tras contributed bj Rev. Korman Fox, for twelve 
Tears Pastor of the Baptist church at Ballston Spa, Saratoga co. N. 
I . and who is a son ot the venerable Jehiel Fo:t. It is a proper 
tribute of filial regard to the memorv of a deceased parent, as well aa 
a just tribute to his worth as a minister of the gospel, and a pioneer 
laborer in the new settlements of his adopted county. 

The name of Elder Jehiel Fox is found in the Shftftsbniy minntes 
for several years, from the St. Ooix church in Hoosick ; but in 1798, 
ho came from his new home to represent a church of 57 members, 
which he introduced to the acquaintance of his brethren, of the asso* 
elation. He was blessed witn a large increase of members for the 
next four years, reporting the addition of no less than 140 in those 
years, 56 of them in the year 1802, and making a membership of 168. 
In 1805 his church was aismissed with the Saratoga churches, and we 
can give no further official statistics of its condition, as it never uni- 
ted with the Saratoga body ; but formed the nucleus o( what is now 
the Lake George Association. Buc Elder Fox, ** though dead yet 
speaketh,** to many who cherish his memory in their hearts. 



VL ELDER ELISHA D. HUBBELL, OF HALFMOON, N. Y. 

Elder Hubbxll was a very active and useful member of the Shafts- 
bury Association, for nearly twenty years ; as he was a very efficient 
Pastor in each of two several churches in this body. Hence, thoagh 
he lived not to the age of a Hull, a Leland, or a Werden ; yet from the 
part he bore for many years in the business of the Association, as 
well as for his general excellence of character, his skill in pastoral 
management, and his talent in the sacred desk, we place his name 
among the men of God whose services in the cause of Christ, and in 
the alGftirs of this body, deserve to be held in lasting remembrance. 
From reliable sources, we gather the. following memorials of him. 

Elder Hubbell was bom in Dan bury, Fairfield oo.. Conn., Jan. 14th, 
1795. Experiencing the regenerating grace of God when about 18 
years of age, he united with the Baptist church in West Stookbridge, 
Mass., by which church he was first sent as a messenger to the asso- 
ciation in 1814, at Schodack, N. Y. But in 1816, and every year on- 
ward till 1822, his name stands recorded as a delegate or minister 
from the Egremont Baptist church, formerly called Great Barrington, 
under the care of Elder Jeduthan Gray. In 1618-19 his name is 
marked as a licentiate of that churdi ; and in 1820 he appears as an 
ordained preadier and Pastor, in which station he continued foi* 
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three years. He was ordained May 4th, 1820, and died May tth, 
1889, GODsequently he bore the ministerial office 19 years and 8 days. 
Elder Hubbell dia not labor in vain in Egremont, for erery year some 
baptisms were reported to the Association, by his church, and m 
1822, they reported 14, with a total of 217. Still no large accessions 
took place, and in the sjning of 1823, he resigned the charge of the 
churcn, and removed to Clifton Park, Saratoga co., where he became 
assistant PastcHr with Elder Abijah Peck, for nearly 12 years. At 
this time the church of Elder Peck numbered about 860, scattered 
over a wide extent of country, and occupying two meeting houseg« 
one in Clifton Park, and the other at Newtown in Halfmoon township. 
It is believed that these servants of God, ever labored in the most 
perfect harmony, and good understanding, during the whole period of 
their joint Pastorate ; and with what success, the continual and 
healthy growth of. the church in graces and numbers, abundantly 
testified. During this period, 281 were baptised into the fellowship 
of the church — some every year ; but the largest numbers during the 
years, 1825 and '26, and in 1881, '82, and 1884 respectivjely. These 
were revival years, and embraced the period of three several revivals 
of religion. The first in 1825 and '26, brought into the camp of Jesus, 
about 80, who were baptised into the faith of the Gosf>el. The next 
season of refreshing was during the years 1831, and '82, all one revi- 
val, which gathered in a little over seventy by baptism, making their 
total 839, in the latter year. In 1834, they reported 31 baptised 
again, as the fruits of another harvest of souls, making 8*7 1 in fel- 
lowship, at the time this church asked a dismission from the Shafts* 
bury to the Saratoga body. During Elder Hubbell's ministry here, 
the largest reported membership of this church was 424, in the 
year 1826; and this was the largest number they ever reported. 
In the year 1884 the church in Halfmoon was set off by itself, and 
Elder Hubbell took charge of this new interest, for a few months. 
But in the fall of 1885, he was invited to remove to Jordan, Onon- 
daga ca, N. Y., and labor with a new interest just rising there, into 
the form of a church. He commenced his labors October 1st, 1 885, 
and tarried only three years, when his failing health admonished him 
to seek another l^)cation for his impaired constitution. But he staid 
with the Brethren at Jordan, and in the Cayuga Association long 
enough to become endeared to their hearts, and to see a house of wor^ 
ship completed in Jordan, and filled with the glory of the Lord in 
the salvation of some 80 precious souls, who were added by Baptism; 
and a total membership of 94, which has now become a strong church 
of 260 members. 

Betuming to Clifton Park in October, 1838, Elder Hubbell took 
the sole pastoral charge of the church, ' and although enfeebled by 
disease, and unfit for pastoral labor, he entered into the work ef the 
Lord with zeal, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing the pleasure of 
' the Lord proe^er in the Mediator's hands, through his feeble instrument- 
ality, during a protracted meeting effort in the month of January, 1 839. 
He was aided by lus ministering Brethren in the neighboring churches; 
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Irat he was instant in season and out of season himself, and did all be 
eould to persuade sinners to Yye reconciled to God, as he said he felt 
that this was the last revival season he ever should enjoj on earth, 
and he could not hold his peace. About 21) sonls were hopefully con- 
yerted and added to the church, much to his satisfaction, and on the 
seoond Sabb ith in April, he was borne to the h:>use of Qod by his 
brethren, and although too feeble to make his Yoice heard by the 
ehurch, *' he partook with his brethren and sisters for the last time, 
of the symbols of th^ broken body, and shed blood of the Saviour, 
▼ery much to his spiritual consolation. The circunMtanees and ezer- 
eises of this occasion made a deep and lasting impression on the hearts 
of all who participated in them.** 

He preached his last sermon at the meetmg house of the Halfmoon 
ehurch in Middletown, on the third Lord's day of March, at the fune- 
ral of a young sister in Ohrist, from the words, *' Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord, Ac" [Rev, U: 13.] But his work on 
earth was done, and he only waited the Master's call to discharge 
him from the service, that he might enter into the joy of his Lord. He 
lingered till the 7th of May, as before stated, when he fell asleep in 
the arms of Jesus, and added his dying testimony to the truths of the 
Gospel he had preached. 

it is not invidious to say that Elder H. was one of the best of our 
preachers ; and that his piety, his zeal, and his unceasing efforts to 
build up the Redeemer's Kingdom on earth, was surpassed by none. 
But he has gone — a'standard- bearer in Israel has fallen. Yet we have 
hope in l^is death, and rejoice in the consolation. He deceased in the 
45th year of his age. He left a wife, who bad been deranged for sev- 
eral years, and three children, in peculiarly afflictive circumstances. 
His wife, once the kind, amiable, intelligent, F.nd discreet help-meet 
and counsellor, has been in a confirmed state of insanity, and we be- 
lieve, is living at this day. But God doeth all things right ; and it is 
not for us to question his wisdom, or murmur at his dealings. Elder 
Hubbell preached the introductory sermon before the association in 
1828, '28 and 1882. In the yevs 1827, '28, '29, and 1831, '88 and 
1834 he was the chosen Moderator among his brethren ; and in 1820, 
^ud 1884, he wrote the published circular letters, besides one Or two 
of the corresponding ones. " Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his." 



VIL ELDER JUSTUS HULL, OF BERLIN, N. Y. 

Of this venerable servant of God, so long the successful pastor of 
a large church in Berlin, Rensselaer county, N. Y., we would make 
the following record, from such materials as were to be found. Some' 
of the facts here stated, were gathered from the lips of his sen. Dr. 
Emerson Hull, in a recent visit to the town of Berhn, where many of 
the Hull family still reside. 
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Elder Hull was born in Reading, Oonn., July 26th, 1755, but when 
young removed with his parents into the field of his future labors in 
the ministry of reconciliation. From a manuscript copy of hb reli- 
gious experience we gather the following facts. 

When about 18 or 19 years of age he was awakened to a sense of 
his true condition and standing as a sinner before God, under the 
preaching of 'Elder Clark Rogers, of Hancock, in a revival among his 
people, about the year 1773 or '74 He says: " The Infinite sove- 
reign was pleased to grant a reformation among the people in Han- 
eock and the lower part of this town, under the improvement of El- 
der Clark Rogers, whom I went to hear, and by wnose means I re- 
ceived another arrow to my gpiilty conscience, to my great awaken- 
ing. About this time also, the private christians in our neighborhood 
kept up their conferences, which I attended. And now the important 
scenes ot Eternity rolled with such weight upon my mind, that I 
scarce could refrain from crying out in their meetings, that the Lord 
would have mercy on my soul, and save it from the burning main ; — 
though the pride of my wicked heart kept it as much a secret as I 
possibly coiud. And oft when I left their assemblies, my soul was so 
full of anguish I scarce could contain myself till out of hearing of 
the people, when I vented myself in broken accents to the Lord that 
be would spare my soul from hell." And after relating various exer- 
cises of a similar character, he says again : " Thus my soul went 
bowed down all the day long. Desolation like a mighty flood, rolled 
through my soul from aay to day. I remember 1 oft used to retire 
and walk the lonely groves to bewail my most dismal and unhappy- 
circumstances. At length, one evening in a solitary walk, I had such 
a discovery of God as a sovereign ; and of his justice in the execution 
of his most holy will, that his law was holy, just and good, — that it 
was all around my defenceless head like a flaming sword, and threat- 
ened me with destruction, — pointing to the bottomless pit, and pierc 
iDg my poor bleeding heart. Condemnation was written in my soul ; 
gnastiy misery opened wide her devourinp^ jaws to receive me head- 
Lsng." " It seemed as if hell was gaping, devils waiting, and my 
poor soul was sinking. But when all hopes failed me, and I expected 
m a few moments to people the dark regions in black despair ; to my 
joyful surprise, and in an unexpected way, — behold the charming 
voice of a Savior reaches my ears, full fraught with gladsome tidings 
of peace and pardon through his own merits, which he pleads at his 
Father's throne." 

The joy of his espousals he expre-sses in the following language : 
** My mmd was so taken up with the view, I forgot my poverty and 
misery in contemplating tne glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
I saw he died for sinners ; died that the dead might lire, — that the 
banished exile might return home, — ^that the prisoner might go fi*ee, 
and find peace wim God their Savior. Now with the eyes of my un- 
derstanding, agreeably to the written word, I beheld one clothed in 
white. Methinks it is the Babe of Bethlehem, — ^the Son of David, — 
Jeaus by name, — Prince of life, and son of God. Now my guilt and 
luurror of conscience all departed ; and peaoci tranquility, and sedate- 
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nesa of mind possessed my breast, and reigned through all the powers 
of my soul. Notwithstandiog at that time I did not think it was re- 
generation.*' This was at tlie age of nineteen. But not doing his 
duty in professing religion, he wandered into the world again and lost 
his enjoyment in religion. Again he says : " Then I wandered for 
about four years, till I was l>etter than three and twenty years of 
age. At length it pleased the Lord to send that son of thunder, £1- 
der JosBPii Barns to preach among us, and at the same time fulfilled 
his ancient promise, that he would not send his servant where he 
would not come himself ; but granted his attendance in the chariot of 
his grace ; and before him blew the gentle gales of mercy, waving 
the lofty cedsi's which grew in nature's forest. All opposition seemed 
to fall to the ground, and th^word of the Lord rode in i;ilumph in 
the minds of the people. It reached so far, and his. majestic voice 
Bounded so loud, that it penetrated my adamantine heart, and created 
an exceeding desire in my soul that I might know where and how 
my standing was before God. And this was niy cry : ' O Lord 1 in 
mercy let me know where I am ; — ^if an heir of Heaven, grant some 
discovery of thy glory.* Then my soul would breathe forward, and 
try to reach beyond creation, that I might be delivered from the un- 
happy circumstances I was in. Anon these thoughts would pass my 
mind : * Is there no mercy for me ? Must I at last go down to people 
the dark regions of black despair t* At length, in the midst of my 
sorrow, and at the height of my distress, it seemed as if there was a 
door opened into my heart, and divine glory shone in the face of 
Jesus Christ, with such lustre upon my soul, that it captivated every 
faculty of my mind, and my whole immortal part was swallowed up 
in Divine wonder." ** Now I was brought to believe, to love^ and to 
adore with my whole souL Oh 1 what humility, — what earefuiness, — 
what joy apd hope it wrought in my heart ; I felt as if I never should 
eommlt another sin, but forever swim in that theme ofjoy and stream 
of love, till it brought me to tl>e boimdless ocean of true-' delight, and 
everlasting pleasure. And now my mind was led back to view my 
former experienc(% which I had pa^t through four years past ; and I 
saw that law and gospel shone in it with such clearness and lutstre, 
that 1 could but upbraid my unbelieving heart ; and wonder I did 
not \)elieve before.** Again ne says : " And oh ! what a wonder that 
ever such a miserable chief of sinners should find favor, and b« 
brought into union with God. For which, Lord grant I may for- 
ever praise, bless and adore thy great name, in prostration at thy sa- 
cred feet. Now my soul began to long that every creature should, 
t&ste and see how good the Lord is. Upoa which; I remember, I de- 
sired one evening to free my mind in my father's family, and tell 
them the wonders of God's love to my soul ; which I attempted, 
though in weakness, yet the Lord gave me strength, with some sweet 
comftrt in my soul. I then retired to my lodgings for repose. But 
oh I such a night as this I never before enjoyed. While I slept, my 
heart waked and ascended on high. I now experienced the truth of 
that inspired Prophet who asserts that it is sweet to commune with 
his own heart aim God, and oould join with the spouse in her affco^ 
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tionate language, * My beloved is mine, and 1 am hie/ Hia baDner 
over me "was love, and his fruit was sweet to my taste." 

This must have been about the year 1778-9, and from h\a exercis- 
es, there must have been a revival of considerable power in the place. 
He says futher: *' About this time, great numbers were brought to 
bow, (as we trust) to the sceptre of the bleat Immanuael; and we 
kept up a steady meeting which was attended with a large audi- 
tory, in which meetings my soul was so enlarged towards, and drawn 
oiit in thirsting for their everlasting well being, that I kn«w not 
how to hold my peace. While the Beauty of the Mediator shone 
with such lustre in my soul, and I beheld such virtue in his blood, 
such freeness in his nature, such power in his grace, and such an over- 
flowing fountain to wash away sin and unclean ess in, that 1 could but 
recommend his infinite and boilhdless love to dying men and women, 
though in«a weak and feeble manner. Yet the tiord owned and bless- 
ed my poor endeavors, and still carried on his work in a most 'Extra- 
ordinary manner. Thus I labored by way of exhortation tpo;- and 
prayer for my fellow youth, that they would return from their vani- 
ties and take shelter under the balmy wings of everlasting -goodness, 
the alone love of a crucified Savior. Such heavenly blessings^ such 
•xtacies of joy, a&d sweet delight, used to flow into my soul, that I was 
ready to say : * Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
I desire upon earth beside thee.* Thus I traveled for about:^nine 
months. And what shall I render unto my God for all his Mercies 
shown?" 

Thus have we given freely his own words from this manuscript ex- 

Serience, saved irpm among hid wasting papers, in otdes; ta show 
ow G^od' enriched his soul with a-> large experience of his grftC6>,'and 
thereby fitted him to bov what he became 'in the ^linistry «f 'the Oos- 

?el, both a son of thunder ta awaken the ccu-eless by the te|rvors of 
ehovah's Law, and a son of consolation also to Ood's children-, by 
administering to them the eomfort wherewith he had been oomforted 
of God. J 

We understand thai he did some service in the army at the taking 
of Burgoyne in 1777 ; and the next year, it wa»in the mind -of Gen- 
eral Van Rensselaer, to have made, him the commander of a brigade 
of miUtia ; bnt when he learned he had begun preaching, he withheld 
the promotion, lest it should turn him from his duty. It does not ap- 
pear to us when he was baptised, whether in the first revival in the 
year 1773-4 or in 1778. Most likely the latter, from what we have 
learned. 

His parents were Paedobaptiats, very worthy people ; but he read 
the Scriptures for hinuelf.Deli'syed and was baptised, and after* 
wards had the pleasure, of baptising his father and mothel*, about the 
year 1800, and most ef his own brothers and sisters, in the course of 
his ministry. From his experience, as given above, we conclude he 
began to preach in 177^, when about 23 years of age. And we are 
informed that he traveled and preached for several years before he 
was ordained, extending his excursions into Massaohuesttd and Con- 
necticot, and* erea m far m Virginia. Among hia maniucripts ia 
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the journal of one of his excursions in the year 1783, from July 17th 
to September 18th, in which he traveled and preached throi^ the 
State of Massachusetts to Reading, Conn., the place of his nativity, 
and back again to Berlin, or Little Hoosick« as that precinct was 
called till about the vear 1792. Tne date of his churcn runs to the 
year in which he maae the above tour, dating from December 30th 
1783, and not in 1786, as usually given. 

Elder Hull was ordained to the pastoral office as we understand, 
February 23d, 1785, in the thirtieth year of his age.* The same year 
we conclude he united with the association, as he was the preacher 
of the introductory sermon in 1786. according to previous appoint- 
ment. In this latter year, his diurch report^ only 43 members in 
their fellowship. There is some confusion about the several churches 
of Little Hoosick, Stephentown and Berlin, whidi may be cleared up, 
we think in this manner. From the fact that the Shaftsbury associa- 
tion met at. Stephentown in 1782, '83, and '86, we infer that there 
must have been an early church organization in the town, that became 
extinct afterwards. That it became extinct is evident from the fjact 
that Elder Hull's church was afterwards, in 1798, called Stephentown, 
and Ist Stephentown in 1797, when the present Stephentown 
church united with the association as the 2d Stephentown church, un- 
der the pastoral care of Elder Robert Niles. In 1800, Elder Hull's 
church took the name of Stephentown and Pet ersburgh, when the 
town of Petersburg!! was constituted, as we suppose, and held hat 
name till 18!)6, when the town of Berlin having been constituted, f this 
church took the new name, which it has retained to this day. The 
other church was constituted June 16th 1796, and hence does not 
claim to have been the oldest church in town. But Elder Hull's 
church, whatever name it bore, is always known to be the same or- 
ganization, by the Elder's name among them, for a period of 46 or 48 
years. The old or extinct Stephentown church with which the asso- 
ciation met, may have been, most likely was, the church spoken of by 
Elder Hull in his experience, as existing in the lower part of the town, 
when he was but 19 years of age; or about the year 1774. This 
may have been a branch of Elder Roger's church, at first But enough 
here concerning the origin of these churches. 

After Elder Hull's ordination, his church increased by a steady 
growth until the year 1800, when the large accession of 136 is record- 
ed in a single year, making a total of 298 in fellowship. Thence on- 
ward for a number of years, there was a gradual increase from year 
to year, until again in 1811, the cloud of Ood's Mercy gathered 
about the hills of his rural district, and literally poured down such a 
shower of Divine grace that there was hardly room to receive it, and 
the vallies of Berlin were made vocal with the high praises of our 
Ood ; while the mountain tops caught the sacred joy, and it was veri- 
ly thought, at the time, that angelic songs were heard in the air over 
their heads, by the enraptured sons and daughters of Zion. So great 

*At his ordination. Elder J. Morse of Sandisfleld was moderator ; Elder Nichols, 
Scribe, wboaleo made the (nrdalning prayer: Elder M<hm save the ohaige; Elder 
BstUmn, tfaelMiii4 of (iaUawsblp; aiid Skfer Taaner, jaads ue Noting prayer. 
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was this blessing that his already lai^e church of nearly 400 inemberSf 
▼as thronged bjr the accession in one year, of 22*') joyful converts, 
swelling fajs numbers to 611, the largest membership ever reported be* 
fore or since by any church to this association. Concerning this 'wonder- 
ful work of grace. Elder Hull wrote the following account to the Massa- 
chusetts Baptist Missionary Magadne. It is in the number for June« 
1812, page 171-174. 

** Extract of a Lettet from the Rev, Justus JTiiZ/, dated Berlin, State of 
New York, County of Bentulaer, Feb, 12, 1812. Addressed to the 
Editor, 

BkV. and DxAH BaOTHBB, 

"Hie small, though happy acquaintance I have formed with you' 
induces me to indulge myseli in transmitting to you, aa account of 
the wooderfal work of God, which of late hath taJien place among 
the people here. The heavens have dropped down iatoess, while 
Jesus hath rode in triumph in the chariot of his love in the midst of 
this CArt of his Zion. Qlory to his name forever. 

** The Brethren among us which have appeared the most steady and 
established, have been greatly revived. Backsliders have joyfully 
returned, while a multitude of sinners have been awakened, and we 
trust brought to the saving knowledge of the truth, to the praise and 
honour ot rdgning grace. The work began about the first of August 
last. It s€K>n spread in every direction, and we still hope it is not 
wholly extinct. There have been, I think, two hundred and four 
added to this church in this revival. I believe about one hundred 
and twenty have joined the seven-day Baptist Church three miles 
north of this ; and about Uiirty have joined the open communion 
Baptists five miles south. Kot one to my knowledge has Joined any 
other order, who has been awakened in this reformation. It has been 
a precious harvest of souls for so short a time I — Oh I that our glo- 
rious Lord Wfmld unfurl his banner more and more, and spread the 
trophies of his grace far and wide, until the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord. 

*' This work first made its appearance in a young man, who by a 
small circumstance in providence, had his mind pointed to the day 
of judgment, and who found he was not prepared for that solemn 
scene. His mind appeared to be greatly distressed for a number of 
days, till at length the Lord was pleased to deliver his soul, and en- 
abled him to skout the victory. He soon came forward, and gave a 
public relation of what Qod had done for him, to the joy of the re- 
deemed. The holy flame kindled and spread like electrical fire. The 
brethren in that neighborhood immediately set up prayer and con 
ference meetings. The people very generally assembled, and the 
Lord poured out his Spint upon his children ; a spirit of prayer, be- 
yond what I had ever witnessed. 

** These meetings soon became general in almost every part of the 
town, and for the space of three months, I believe there was not a 
single night but there were from two to five meetings in the different 
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parts of the town. At thia time, aad indeed for some time before, I 
b ad discovered great perturbation of mind, and travail of soul in pa* 
rents for their children, and tor the rising generation. Their prajrers 
were almost incessant at the throne of grace, that God would have 
mercj upon the dear youth. The spirit of conviction was ver^ pow- 
erful in those meetings ; numbers were often heard crying out, "Lord, 
have mercy upon me, 1 am going to hell ." Others were struck numb» 
and losing the use of their limbs, would fall prostrate to the floor, 
and lie helpless and speechless for the space of an hour or more, al- 
though they seemed to retain their senses in the mean time as per- 
fectly as ever. Some of those, when they came out of this state, 
seemed to wake as if in a new world, crying " Glory to God, who 
hath redeemed my soul 1" Others, when the agitation of body left 
them, appeared to be much as they were when it found them. 
Among those, who in a judgment of charity have experienced relig- 
ion, either with or without these bodily exercises, there appears 
lictle or no diifereoce in the nature and moral effects of their reUgion ; 
but all appear to unite in the cause of truth and love. It has oeen 
a general remark among the old christians, that they rarely ever 
saw young converts brought out so strong and happy, and appa- 
rently so near heaven, as a number of these seemed co oe. 

** In about the height of this reformation, at a preparatory meeting 
previous to communion, the church convened on a Saturaay, when 
there appeared a number of candidates for baptism, who wished to 
relate their experiences to the church, wliich was immediately at- 
tended to. The meeting continued till night came on, and we were 
not through ;' we then adjourned till the next morning at nine o'clock, 
at which time a multitude of people assembled, and the whole day 
was occupied in hearing the wonderful works of grace in the hearts 
of sinners, until night overtook us, and we still had not got through. 
Thus we continued our meetings for five days successively, until 
Wednesday morning, witb an increasing multitude every day I In 
the mean while, our evening meetings were disseminated in the va- 
rious parts of the town, and the Lord wrought wonders in these 
meetings : so that on one of these evenings there were 13 souls hope- 
fully converted I And although we had not got through examining 
the candidates on Wednesday morning, yet it was thought advisable 
to proceed, and baptise those that were ready. We then repaired to 
the river side, where prayer «va3 wont to be made, and hailed a Sa- 
viour's name, as on fair Jordan's banks ; then in the midst of praying 
hundreds, and a surrounding multitude, I joyfully immersed beneath 
the "yielding wave" fixty-seven happy souls. This was done in 
the space of thirty-two minutes and a half, by the watch. Whether 
it would not have taken as long a time to have sprinkled as many 
infants, judge ye. 

"This revival had a good effect on society in general. The ball 
chambers are left empty, the card tables deserted, and almost every 
house has become a Bethel ; and a multitude of souls, we trust, are 
made a fit residence for the Lord. While the Lord reigns, the earth 
is called upon to rejoice. Oh I that my feeble soul might bear 8om« 
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part in those immortal etrains of hallelujah to Ood and the Lamb, 
for his goodness, and for his woncierful works to the cliildren of men I 

"There is one circumstance which has occurred among us, whicn I 
would briefiy notice, viz : In about the lieighc of this reformation, one 
evening at a meeting, a number of people went to the door, and they 
say, they heard a concert of music or singing^ in the air orer their 
heads. I believe there are as many as one hundred persons who say 
they hare heard it distinctly, though not all to undei-stand what the 
words were ; those who do, say tbcy sang " Glori/ to God in tht 
highest, on the earth peace^ good will towards men P 

** This singing has been said to have been heard, I believe, as many 
asr a dozen or fifteen times, and by a number of as good moral char- 
acters as we have among us. They tell us there appeared to be a 
multitude of voices of di&rent tones, all praising God in the highest. 
I cannot vouch for the truth of the fact, though we have the united 
testimony of a great many good moral characters to its truth. It 
still continues to be heard at different times, and at different places, 
for eight or ten miles round. Whether the angels have come down 
or not, I cannot say ; one thing is evident, there has been great re- 
joicing here among men, women and children ; and I know not but 
that it has reached the heavens, and that the angels have come down 
to hail us welcome* Oh I my Brother, how blessed it is, that there 
is a way cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to pass in, that shines 
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. Tet we never see its 
histro but when we choose Mary's seat in some humble spot near the 
feet of Jesus. Then our touls* are made as the chariot of Ammina- 
dab. 

** It can hardly be expected, but that in such a gathering there will 
be hay, wood and stubble ; but we think, with prndence and energy 
in the church, the word of the Lord will purify his people. 

** The greatest number I have baptised have been from sixteen to 
twenty-four years of age, and I should say, not twenty that are thirty 
years old, and I believe there are as many as sixty from nine to six- 
teen year3.f 

I remain yours affectionately, 

JUSTUS HULL." 

Elder Hull had the assistance of Elders Alderman Baker, and Ebor 
Moffatt for some years, in the care of this large flock. And still his 
labors were owned of God to the good of souls, down to the year 1826, 
when his name is seen for the last time on the Shaftsbury minutes, m 
the Pastor of this church. For some reason, we cannot here explain. 
Eider Hull's church withdrew from the association at the last men- 

* ** We offer no opinion respectii^ the singing motioned above, but give it to 
onr readers as it was commanicf^ed.— Bimtob." 

t This letter was not attained bj the compiler, until this work had reached the 
i^pendix, w it should have been inserted at page 188— 4 where the revival is allnded 
to. Hence it is inserted in Elder Hoira biograi^y, as the nt>xt most appropriate 
place. The compiler hereby tenders his thanks to the Bev. J. G. Warren of the 
Korth Baptist ohoiob in Troy, for the privilege of copying the letter, from his file of 
the Magarinea. 
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tfoned date ; although for the year 1830-38 hU ntuiu occurs as a mia- 
later aud delegate from the Ut Nassau church ; to which, doling these 
years about 65 were added by baptism, evmcing the fruitfuhiess of 
ms ministry, even in his old age. But he still resided in Berlin, 
among his own people, where he finished his earthly career) Maj 2Qth 
1883, aged 77 ^ears, 10 months, and 3 days, and in the 49th year of 
his public ministry. If we reckon the years he preached beuHre or- 
dination, it would make 55 years labor in winning souls to Christ. 

He was honored among his brethren as preacher of the annual ser* 
moa, or Moderator, or clerk of the assoaation, a number of times, 
which duties he fulfilled with general acceptance. The following tes« 
timony to his worth is from the lips of Elaer John Leland, who Uved 
at no great distance from him, and was oftoi his companion in labor% 
He made this statement in preaching his funeral sermon, yiz: 
*" That he had been ucquainted with alwut e/even hundred Baptist 
ministers, and he thought that Elder Hull possessed the most of the 
Chribtain and ministerial graces of any one he eyer met wit^" (Bene* 
diet New ed. 550.) 

With no pretensions to an education, but with a strong mind natunl* 
ly, a pious heart, and a deeply consecrated spirit of deyotion did this 
man of Qod apply himself to the great work of the ministry. And 
what results haye we seen from a ministry fulfilled with industry and 
perseverance, for nearly half a century in one general field of labor, 
though often abroad to preach among the destitute in regions beyond 
his appropriate field I More than 760 were added to bis church from 
1788 to 1817, or in a period of 30 years, the most active and success- 
ful of his ministry. From his church were sent oSj one after another, 
colonies of Bretliren and sisters, that made the following churches on " 
the east, north, west, and southwest, viz : Williamstown, Mass., Peters- 
burgh ; Qrafton ; and Ist Sandlake, (now called PoestenkiU) in Rensse- 
laer county, N. T. 

How honorable to havabeen the instrument under Qod, of so much 
good in his day and generation I and to have set in motion, infiuenoes 
in every direction, that shall continue to benefit men, while time last. 
The memory of Elder Hull, oh how sweet and reviving in man/ 
hearts, that used to hear his earnest voice in prater and praise, and 
who heard from his lips the word of life ? His kindntss and cand<v 
of demeanor won him many friends, and now he is gone, majr the 
memory of his public and private worth and usefulness, long indte 
his succesEors to a like faithfulness in the service of the same Mat- 
ter. 

The following Inscription may be read from Elder HulVs tomb- 
stone about two miles south of the village of Berlin, where his dust 
reposes in the family burial ground, amidst the dust of some 40 or 60 
of the same name.* 

* Of the fiunily of Elder Hall, we might make the following record, as it is tiow, 
and baa been a considerable element in uie popoUUion of the town of BerUn. 

His father, Daiosl Hull, Esq., had six sons, of whom Jostns was the seo<»d, and 
three daughters. If we are correctly informed, he not onlj baptised his parents, but 
all his brothers, save one, and his three sisters. And all this fkmily, except one 
brother, and one sister of his, with most of their companions, and some or their 
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ht memory of Rir. Juirui ISmX"; 

iHlo 4ied ttay 19, 1«88; 

in th« 76tk y<ear of ki6 agf^L 

Md tJM Mtk «( Ids mmiatry . 

** Soon as his soul br gprace was well refined^ 
"^ H« prettoiied the Savior «ifii a readj miad ; 
"** No rrowna Bor briber eoold oheek Ma «aieit«d Mil» 
V In proaehiDg wliat tke seriptures did renr«al. 
"^ jir«veat in spkit and Mtbnd vofeo d«aftK 
. ^ His oeoree ho fimiAied, holding faslliie&ilii: 
**' Patient he bore his paia and dying strife* 
** Aod^ied beUrring wlMt he p r eiwhe d in life« 
"' Mja work i&.domtt £e sa^ aad doeed his eyei# • 
** And took hiellpeedy llig^fc to DaradiseJ* .. 

Tkese Uiies are from' the pen of his li^iend and brbUier^ Elder Joba 
LeUad. 



VIIL ELDER KATHANIBL KENDRlCR, DL D^ OF HAM- 

ILTON, N. Yi 

Hits disdngalshsd mimster' and -theelogieal ibsitnictor of our later 
Baptist miniatiT* was fire yeara'« pastor in- the Sbaftebarir Aftsocia- 
tion, and therefore may be entitled to a brief -notioe in thb portion of 
our work. It will be reoollected by those "v^ho have read 'ttw wMb 
of the Body for the years 1806-I(v thist EliSer ]Bleiidn!Bk was a meia- 
ber of the assodatloi^ as paator of the t4anf»ihgbnrg Baptist ehnroh;.' 
and for four years he was clerk of the boc^, aad alwigrs aeti?« ia iia^- 

, ■.-. ■ u - .. . ■ 

lobildiea sad culdn»''s oUldrea, sra baq^d. in tl|s Mme-yaNrrloar g&DMs^kniM^'^' 
to tbe number of forty or fiftj grayos, awudiiff the resorrection pomr ef the.'- 
Lord Jeeofl, to raise tbem to their proper rewards in the fatore state, ilrareara yet 
livinff in the town of SfifciUk. abont fifiiefDi distteet ihmUiai by thename of Hall, <10» 
eoendants of Daniel HiiXL Bsf^ haviwig som« 00 to. 7ft Mtseaa la.tb^ai all^ beside 
naay who have remoTed into Tiwiqiitf jpirts ci Vb0 IsnA. - 

Slder Ilall lefblbur eUldren, iWbu F^iw HaU,,and X)ir< fSOMtm HnU, (both 
Ilvinff in the town,) and Dr. Aionxo G. Hall, of New-tTork olty, and for 19 years a 
pracationer in London, Bnghnd; This latter tBTsnlisd a pin xnasiiliMu patented im 
England, Fraaoe and Germany, Hie iiadMedangftter'sikeiWk»lB deal. Ilietwo 
aons first named, and the daa^tter^liaTe besa hajptised staes Ms dsatii. 

Elder Hull wrote some peetry tiMt has bssnang amoag-tliB srtoltlh their war- 
ship. The following inddent is peoallar, thoqgb yerifled by the. SQ^nn siBrmatloa 
of the narrator himself to flw compiler of tMs work, shd to Sertm iof his brethren 
In BerHa. Dr. Smereon Hull aS s e r ts that s* three semsl tnbss allies bis llifber'k 
decease, he has dreamed of seeiBgiiUiH and hsMlM' htm preaoh. Bbti^ManuMO' 
was perfeetly natural, his h)ok pleasant As Ih Mb whim preaoMnff, bot the vision al 



ways vaniabed ere heooold get near ei^ngh to.him, as ho^reauy deelrsd, to qpssk 

wim Mm. ■ ■ ■■ ^ ^. . ^.; . , ■ ,r , ^ ^«.« [■^-i^^^imlij.^y ■" i?^ ^m»-'' 



The last instsaee of thS Uad wis in M|^ 185& sa^! Wsi 6X^^^'<^ 

idiecU 



dtiaeaof flMtoWAtstiltllTtBftMay 2nd,) had dlSd,. as U)^ dresm wi|S, 
Hull attended the fiineral of hu Old neighbor, and prsaehea a Tsiy sqp ' 
mon from Hebrews, 9 : 27. ** It is appointed onto men once to die, 

15 
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meetingi. And in 1808 and 1809 he performed missionary tours of 
three months eadi into Western New York, Mid Upper Canada, un- 
der the appointment of the assoetation, with good success. We there- 
fore give him a place among the worthies of this body. For many 
of the particulars of this sketch, we are indebted to nn article in the 
New ITork Chroniele, Vol I^ pages 12f-I87, which we shall use for 
our purpose. 

Elder Kxrdriok was bom in Hanover, New Hampebire, April 2Sd, 
1777. His parents, Samuel and Arnia Kendrkk, were among the 
first settlers of the town, and distinguished by those sterling traits 
that marked the early New Bngland character. His parents were 
members of the Oongregatiooal church. He was the oldest of seven 
sons and two daughters, and early developed marks el an uncommon 
strength of mind and eharaeter. He labored on the farm till he 
was twenty years old, bat obtaininff hie father's eonsent to act for 
himself, he began to improve bis mfara nofe directly, by attending an 
a^emical school and bjf teaching, though still labofing as convenient 
onbis'fiither*s farm. * 

About this time a religious awakening occurred in the neighbor- 
hood in connection with a small Baptist diurch, which held its meet- 
ings in school-houses, without a pastor or house of worship. Among 
the early subjects of this work was his cousin, Clark Kendrick, aP 
terwards for many years, tJie osefal pastor of thiB Baptist charch in 
Poultney, Vt luis work spread^ and as its result, more tlian forty 
persons united finally with the Baptist church. Nathaniel became a 
convert in this revival, but his education having been with the Paedo- 
BaptistB, it cost him a struggle of mind^ and a thorough investigmtkn 



ths>id|pn«iH.*' At the dose of the dlseonrse, he said be i 
heiuecrtodoflonietiiiiBSsflwpneQhiuL Ue-tbeasasffiai 
w<tfdB beltf«r, in a SQUable tone ; bctJk Cm fcords cmd ihs t 



Attbedqeeof thedlseoiine,h«8eldbeireiddBliig afewUneSiaB 

' & a oleer, Dstwral TOlei^ Ike 
tune beiog entirelj sew 
to the IntMwted sndltor, snd making 0oeh mt impreBsloD npon his heart and mem- 
orj, thatbe elearlj xememhenand npead^cilV, althoaglk never aeeastomed te afog 
ecaroely aft alL After dictating the words to the compiler, he aang them with a 
deep*fdt interest of filial reepoet to the memory ol a departed parent, whom be 
BOOB hemes to meet when the fctndrsd of the good riiall bo more be aepsnted. 
H«M is the hymn: 

• 

* thti done pfeadiing ilie Qosnel on this mortd alidn^ 

*' Fm only ivTiewing what I Mve preached here beftHre ; 
**Tet I have the credentials- by which yon may know 

* lint CkM throng CHuM JepB^ psrdoOB siBners bdow. 

** And if my credeotisls yoQ would like tosea^ 
. « I answer, the Bible I wiU show viito. thee; 
" And if vim diabelieve sad set it at naught, 
** QoA will i^eotyon whao in Judgment yoa*re brongbt 

** I luVe dons preadiing and pvaying with' mortali below, 

**H7 miaaion u ended and back I muBtgo, 

**Te fill that blest mansion in Ueaven above, 

** Where angels and taints jxaiae Ood in his lov«b^ 

Booh Is the rabetanee of this remarkable dream, with an exact copy of the hymn 
song. Wo tqll it ss a dresm. aaHy, What it nortenda to the IMitg we oannot say? 
bat comes it not like a veioe ttom the dead u> heed Che Gospel lo long proolidnMil 
by this vQBttidde flemnt ef God ? 
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of the wh(4e subject of baptism, ere he could cast in his lot with the 
hiunble, — and at that time— despised Baptists. His hig^ eonscien- 
tiodsneas is evident from the manner in which he labored to solve tha 
problem of duty In regard to Uiis ordinance. " Feeling the need of 
aid in his inquiries^ he procured from the pastors, both of the Baptist 
and Congregational churches, (with tiie hitter of whom he was hoard- 
ing, and on whose preaching he chiefly attended,) a statement of their 
reasons for their respective opinioDs. Still dissatisfiedy he.^en read - 
the Ifew Testament, marking and carefully weij^ung every passage 
which related to the subject of baptism. The result was, that after • 
an auklottS and protracted inquiry of about nine months, he came. to -, 
regarcjl his early oaptism as unscrmtui^ and united with the Baptist 
church. He was baptized in Apru, 1.798.'* 

Mr. KendHck was 21 yeiirs of age, when he thus surrendered himw-^ 
self to the Leadership of the C{u>tain onf our Salvation, and never 
did he give back from the vows he then publidy ratified, tieiore all 
the people, to!bd a faithful soldier of the cross, and a diligent serr 
vant in the Lord's vineyard. . During thie four years suoceMing hie 
baptism, his mind ^as much -exercised in regard to the dnty of. 
preaching the Gk>s{>ei, but he 4urui^ from a station of such responsi- 
bility as utterly unworUiy of. being a minister of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But impressed with such a sense of duty on the subject, he 
at length arranged for a course of study. There being no Theologi- 
cal Institution to which he ooidd resort at that time, he ^t " spent; . 
four months in severe preparatory study with the Congregational 
minister of Hanover, and then pursued theological studies for $w 
tntm/As with Rev. Dr. BuaroN, of Thetford, Vt.** He declined the., 
wishes of his own church to give him a license to preach, and asked 
them to lay the matter before the Woodstock Baptist A^oeiation at. . 
its next session. But they referred it back to the church, with the 
counsel of othe^ churches, as the appropriate jurisdiction. And stilL 
he continued his studies, spending three wontfis with Bev. Dr, Em- 
mons, of Franklin, Mass., and after that^ a whole year with Rev. Dr« 
Baldwin, of Boston, whose. church licensed him. to preach finally,. in - 
the spring of 1808, at the age of 26. , , . .' 

His first settlement was for one year onlv, with the Baptist society 
in.BelUugbam, Mass., where he was so well liked that be was uivitett; ] 
unanimoueily to settle as their pastor. But he d^Uhed. and after- ,! 
wards settled in LansingburghjN. Y., (as stated before,) wnereihe was ' 
ordained in Aagu8t» l.SOSr.'and remuned until the autumn of 181(^Qr ,. 
a period of nearly sis yeairs. J^(^ found but a handful' of .brethr^ 
here, who had just been constituted inito i^ church, and whose inCiUBt ' 
struggles to secure a foothold iA. waX interesting village, h6 shand • 
with cheerfulness, devoting a portion, of his tin^^ to teaching a select 
school, to make up the d^iency . pfhis small sjilary. The church 19- 
cr'easfMi slowly under h|s care .^u he left th^in,, reporting 40 membera ^ 
to the associatbn in 1810. ' . , . ; 

He next settled at Jiiddliibury/.yt^ with impliher young church,^., 
where he spent about seven years, partly wi^li this chuifchj but di- 
viding his uJoon among some of th^ neignjbonffg cj^i^coheii in that tv 
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eiiiltj'; *t Uadkton, BHilport »nil Iteir Btjea. And j«l he wm. 
oonpelled to apeudmudi of h(s time in teuhing aabool to seoiiTa tin 
ntMUii uf mulecuice for hii family. RepMUed dmtlu Id bb fkuilf 
ddrns th« period irf hia residenae there, aod wnong tb«in hii wife, 
with 8m aev«n Ubon of hie poiltioo, so wor« upon hie MMiKiaa, that 
ba at laet thoqriit it fau dntf loiemove to MMJie other B«ld of labor bet- 
ter adBp4e<] to nis oeceFBitie*. Rcceivine a call la the epring; of l6lT, 
ft<Bm th« Baptiit darches In Baton, Nl Y\, to become tlwir paator, he 
laid tb« lubieet before the qhoreh In Uiddleborf, Mklng their adTiie 
re«pe«tiB^hudatf. TheyUiought he ehoald remain, andbegaoef- 
bn» to niae him a more vorth; support, but looti gare up, and 1^ 
him to act hi* own eon^oliaiu of dvbf. A* a reaalt, b« accepted the 
call of the EatoD chorchei, aod io Julj, iBll, remored and took 
charge of than, a statJen ha filled tar manj year*. 

In IBS! he waa elected ProfeMor of Theolon and Uortl Philoeo- 
phj, in the neirlj fbuitdsd Seminar;' at HamiTtoc), N. T^ (n -whoae 
■aeecM he had become inttreeted, and with whoee history he became 
idmtiBed for the remainder of bis llfti. Be preaohed the first annual 
Berman before th« ITew Tork Baptlrt Edncattm Sodetj in 1818, at 
Sanditfield, and wa« earif an aeUia member of the Board of that 
Sodetj, tind of Ita Bxecutire Committee'^ aa be also waa CorreepoKd-: 
tng Secretary and Colleeting Agent, for nfany yeara prerioiu to Ida 
lut sickness and death. la IBM ha remOred lui reatdenee to the 
Tillage of Hamilton, tboiufa be eontinued to anfipl)' the church at 
Baton village with preachiiig, sereral jean afterwaraa. 

Bnt hie great won, during the last twenty-five years of bia Hfe, 
was to aid the enterprise of rearli^ an loBtitutioD ef sound Thei^ . 
gjeal and Clasalcal leaning, where tbe'young men of our Baptist 
dmrdie^ whose minda were drawn toward the work of the niiiuslry, 
ml^t find the means and fiwilldea Qtiy needed to further their pre- 
panttion for this ^eat and respoosibte.wor'k. Bia own want of op- 
porttmities btrt increased Ua aense of the importance of the ent«- 
priee, and to it he consecrated tbs maturity of hia valuable life. 
With What sueceis he and Baieeil, bis noble conipe<>r, toiled in thb 



work, lei the proaperous hiatorj of our beloved ioatitution at Hamil- 
ton, add the niereased power for usefutoeM of bundreda of paaton 
tlfroDjbant dtelattd, and among the heatlieD, who have been educated' 
fai that institnfltn, bear wiinwa. 

Ve oannof, however, run out the detiifa of liie lire and labors in 
thb brief skBteb of him. Suflice it to mj. that afler Rerring hia 
genelMiM Sj the will of Ood. in the work of the ministry, and in 
aidinir to prepare miDisters tor thcrr work for nearly half a century, 
be tta asfeep In Jemf, wo truat, and ifoot up tu staod and minister 
in the prvsenee of the glorious Itedeenier in Htaren. 

He' died on Hoodair, September llth 1848. aged 71 yesra, after a 
ptinful sidnieaB of three years, caused by a fult Ihat injured his hip- 

iuint, causing the boneti> decAj, and rcnderiug him perfectly belpteas 
O Us bed . But wMle his "out«r moo penahed, Lib imier maji was 
renewed day far dav," and be enjoyed Urge experiences of the Di- 
Tine Smr anlcUC hb ezcraciatiug Bgoniea of body. In hia lost sick 
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neas he ceased not to labor and pray for his favorite institntioQ- . He 
inquired after its prof perity, ana even dictated letter* to its friends 
to enooorage their hop^ amid the trials and labors they endnred lor 
its support He loved. it with a master passion, imd tluU passioo was 
atroDg even ta death. ' : 

Amidst his stiffenngs at one time, he whispered :" I am too weak 
to pinrsue a connected train of thon^, but I feel the foundation firm 
beneath me, and death has pp terrors." He made arrangements for 
■his funeral, selecting a preMdier, tej^ anfl one of the hymns to be 
aung on Uie occasion. Ur. 'Katok was the prtaeher ; the Uxt ir%% 
JPtalnitiZi 5,-Hmd the hymn th^ one ooQupeocing^ 

"^ 111 praise taiy. Maker with my breath." 

But in the absenee of Dr. Eaton from the pltee, (it being the time 
of the fall yaeation,) Elder ALFaxo BnmRt, an old frieira tad fel- 
low-laborer in the eauee of God, preaiehed the lermov to a vast con- 
eonrae of people in l/he meMiqg-housiB' of the Baptist diurc|i in 
Hamihoo, and his mortal rsmains were deposited in the o^etery ht 
the Institution. '■'-.' 

Thirt lived and labiored and died, tide great and good man ; and 
long will hb memory be eheridhed aAlibng the BaptisU of this land. 



IX. ELDER JOHir LELAND, OF CHESHIRE, MASS. 

We can harder do justice to the p<}bUe ez|jectatieos in regard to 
our Biographical department ; without Jjiisertuig some testifnonial of 
the worth of tluB eccentric^ but useful minister among the ^uvdi^ 9f 
our order, thro^jrhout the land ; and eqpKdoiaUy usefiuin his labon/lio 
secure c^ual reugious and civil liberty to all denominations in Vir- 
ginia, his adopted State at first *,imd.afterwardainhis mitiye .Maspa* 
ohusetts. And although a memorial of his industry and public worth 
is^ eamered in the oqtayo volume of his auto-hiography and in his reli- 
gious and miscelianeoue writings, given to the public some, yeaqi 
ainoe; we will for the sake of many who ^onld require it o^us, give 
his name a distinct notice in this appendix^ among the venerable 
names of the Shaftsbury miniiters. And inasmuch as we 4od en^ 
bodied by a graphic pen, fi sketch of hio, that is better than we haro 
fiime now to maae, in the Baptist Meniprial of 1842, voL i, and pages 
186-8, we will simply extract it entire, and itdd a few remarka at 
the close. 

** Elder John Lklaho was bcMn in Orafton, (Masa,) May Hth, 
1764. Few men that have ever livei), possessed a more gifted intel- 
lect. From a child he was a lover of leaning, add made rapid pvo- 
^ency for the age, and the advantages affi>rdM.hinL 

" At the age of 18 his attention was arrested with what he said 
aeomed a voice from heaven >— ** You are not about ^e work yon 
have to da" Hus oooTietioa was more than ordinarily poBfint. He 
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bronglit to eive np all the foolish amusements otjonth in diagnst, 
and fall at the feet of sovereign mercy as alost^ perishiiig sinner. 
After his ooayersion, he says, ** my heart Trawreatiy attached to the 
fi(^ Scriptores. i have not yet unrgot the bmning desunB, tJie sonl- 
longing^ I had to know -what was the mind of .Gk>d ooDtflined in his 
word. I wonld read, then pnj, then read and pray again, that I 
might know the truth as it is in Jesns." He was frequently aocos- 
tomed to hold meetings in company with a young coaVert, and, as he 
said, "weach two or three of our sort of sermons at each meeting.** 
From tne date of his spiritual birth, he seemed imbued with a spint 
to preach, though self-distrusting on aooount of conscious unwortfai- 
ness. The number of sermons, (aoefa as A&y were) that I preached 
alone, by myself " ha adds, " was yerr great \ and ooth saint and sin- 
ner said, John will bt a preocher** He was yeiy deeply sensible 
that no num should preach, until called of .(}od to Uie work. 

** In 1*774, hs miited with the Baptkt ehurflh in BeUinffhun, (Mass.) 
and by that church Wf)s licensed to preach at the age c? iwMity. In 
the same ^ear he journeyed to the State of VirisiDiSy and there labor- 
ed as a muHster eight months. After his return be was manied, 
Sepj^ber &0,. ll^B, to Misa SarsJii DeTine, with whom he'lived 61 
years. He soon repaired with his companion to Virginia. 131% labors 
were itinerant, confined chiefly to Virginia, Penusylvania and South 
Oarolina. He was ordained m Vtt^. His meetings were often in a 
circuit, sometimes 120 miles in length. In the month of October of 
this year, he was mudi re?iTed in his mind, in yiew of whieh he said, 
** Souls appeared very precious to me, and my heart was drawn but 
in prayer for their saly ation, . Now, for the first time, I knew what 
it WAS to traySil in birth fyt the conyersion of sinners. The result 
was, in a short time he bilptised, oim hunifeddnd thirty^ as the seal of 
his ministry. For some time, reyiyals- almost constanny followed his 
labors. In about lioo years, he baptised 400. In 1790, after a stay 
of fourteen years, in which time he baptised precisely ^00, he re- 
mored to New Eo^and, with his fsnuiy, then embracmg eight' chil- 
dren. After preaoiing for a season in Oonnecticiit, and about a year 
in Conway, (Mass.) he ronoyed to Cheshire in February, 179^2, which 
has been his residence chiefly, for almost half a century. 

* About this time it pleased the Lord to bless his lal>ors in adjacent 
towns. Lanesboro^, Adanu^ Philipstown. (now Nassau, N. Y.) Canaan, 
Gore, and Conway, suecessiyely enjoyed reyiyals under his ministry. 
He continued to preach in New England and New York, until 1797, 
when he Journeyed again to Virginia, preaching, as formerly, to and 
from the State. He remained were eigfateen months. After his re- 
turn, he was a4jasting his concerns to go thither again, when he re- 
eeiyed an impression mat it was his duty to preach day lime and 
eyening for tne space of two weeks. The time had then arriyed 
when his appointments must be met on his way South. He says, 
'* these words forced themeelyes again and again on my mind. The 
Lord will workT On his way he appohited ameeting, and the people 
of Cheshire followed him in great numbers, and wejS mider tfie pun- 
g^i tracks that fell from hu lips. He was absent only twenty days. 
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On hU returoy he found the work of grace, like 4 iorrant, was bearing 
all before it After Jus return, which was early in the fiilL he preaohed 
every, day until the March following, when be luid baptised 200 1 . Find 
for us the minister of Christ, tbat has performed in nis own pariai^an 
equal amount of preaching in a given time, that we may <^mba1jm iu 
name forev^ in grateful rememhraiice* 

'*In the year 1800, he made a tour of four months in New York, 
Connecticut, Bhode Island and Massachusetts. In Noveinb^, 1801, 
ho journey^ as iar South as Washin^on. 

'*In 1808, his labors were blessed m Pownal, Vt., where he bap- 
tised about sixty. In 1811, he enjoyed a revival in ihia town, and 
baptised forty. 

"In December, 1818, he again for the last. time, visited Virginia. 
The joy was indescribabk^ both to him and his spiritual children, in 
being once more permitted to meet this side of tna grave. Ha was 
absent six months, travelled 1800 miles, and preached 160 timeiB. 

" In the £all of 1817 he enjoved here, (in Cheshire,) under his minis- 
tration, a precious revival, and baptised thirty one, la the March fol- 
lowmg, a revival in Adams brought 70 into the fold of Christ^ In 
this revival his. labors were much blessed, and 27 of the aboTe 
number were baptised by him.* .,^ 

** The above outline sk etch," says the article in the Memorial, 'reir 
brief and eompressed, of one of New England's distinguished sons, U|d 
a venerable Imk connecting the ^Baptist ministere of this generation 
and century with those of the last, we have taken from the sennen 
preached at his funeral, Jaa 37tii, 1841, by the Rev. John JUden, jr. 
Pastor of the churoh in North Adams, Hasaachusetts. 

" The spaeo which father Leland has filled in the public mind, and 
to a considerabla degree, in the hearts of the trulv poous, seems to call 
for some furthler atUmpt at developing andanalvzing Lis character. 
He was endowed by his Creator with uncopimonly strong and v^gor* 
ous powers ofmina. His memory had not bean . overtasked Sn hSa 
youth. There was no vast lui^ber-room of jcoofosad images stored 
away, to check the ardor of his oridnalitj. Very independent; and 
also very successful in his early e&rts, he was easilv and naturally 
led to an undue disive^d of the attainments of others ; and from 
this cause, especially u the latter period of life, he suffieriMi no inooi^ 
aiderable dimmution of enjoyment and usefulness^ Every man» more 
or less, takes the tinge of the tioies in which h« lives, and the circum- 
atances by which, at the most susceptible period of his life, he hiqspenf 
to be surrounded. In the ease of Lrulnd, these t^mes and ourcmx^ 
fltanoes^were of so striking a <!haiacter, that it b by ho means 0tnu^ 
that they maiie an inef&ceable impression upon fais character and alt 
bis future course. It is not neeessary here fx> i;etrace theprominent 
lineaments of the rdiigions history of New En^^and and Vuginia, at 

*Tbere mnat be a mistake In regard to tkeUmediMB revival at Admsi for tiia 
printed mjniitea of the ABSocfatiOD, give no snch additions for the year 18l& as It 
woold bek Bat in 1819, the Adams cfaoreh reported 81 added, and in 1990^ ST monL 
Jbsving BO Pastor either year. It miiBt kave been la the ^nfng aad taminsr m 
1B19, that tUa ahawer deeoended. 
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Ibe ptribd when he beg^ his eventful career oi public labors. In- 
lolenMe; griwll B y eppfeagiMi^ bf a» eeelesiastical hferan^y, goaded 
to the reryqaiok, those who had religioiiB feeling and cooscientious- 
mese eaou^ to determine to setre aod please Gtod^ aoMrdo^it^ the 
Atates or Us vwtt vnvS, al whatevet sacrifice; This ftspeot of the 
times requires to be fully consfdered^ by any one dispoeiid to award 
simple justice to the feeluies of distrust, which, in this wn^ became 
fawnnsbt IB the mind ofXnAii» aad maay of liis aasoetates^ A0 
-well might you expect the Israelrtea to toTerate aa asdmflatieii to their 
Egyptian taskmasters, as to ask such men to look witb lavor on con- 
binations, which — as theif thought, — ^however erroneously, tended dt- 
fectly to bring back opoo tbem^ er their posterity; a yoke, wbiob 
neither their fathers nor they were able to bear. Hence the suspi- 
eion with which they looked upon mnny of those institotioos, in the 
ibrm ofvoTtmtarjr assooiatkine, in wbieb, they feared, wovU b« found 
the germ of spiritual despotism. 

"■ If we are not misinformed, fiither Ldand nlwsjrs distmstcd asso- 
tiatknn, and for years reftwed t* nnite with them, even when guarded 
by bU the sssm'aiices whid^ o^ependent Bnptist c bur cbee can giv» 
to one another, that in the union which they shall form, t&ere mil 
be no assmnption of eootcsiastical authority. It is not so much to be* 
wondered at, as deplored, that very good men, and great men, when 
fbey beeene deeply imbued wi A abboiTene» eC what they Yegard a» 
wrong, manifest an unlorely, if q^t an unholy antipaAy asainst 
whaterer their minds associate with ilL' Hence the subject S th». 
sketch was indueed to impifte to king-crafl or prtnt-ttrnff Very moch, 
which we hope and b^ere Jjtfid a worthier $nd purer cnrignk 

** Haying thug said eDoagti to indioite both the nature, and tli» 
proorimste cause of some of those peculiarity, which for a score of 
Tears past, too much alienated the renerable Leiand from many of 
ais brcuHren, we fl^ftdty learre- the mantle of filial le<re to> cover all un- 
necessaiy details. We trust he is m tte presecce of that Saviour,, 
whose cause he so ably advocated ; and with many of those^ tarneit by 
bis instrumentality to righteousness, be now wears a spotless robe^ 
and an unfadine crown, and siBgs the new song in blessed harmony. 
Our eiuriy recoffectioos, one third of a cenfcurjr ago, present him to our 
Bunds in a noble, and even then a venerable fotia ; discoursing in 
public^ or in the social circle, witb mingled eravity and sprighdiness, 
listened to by pblitidans and the religious, vj the learned and igno^ 
ant, by the refinedand the vulgar, the young Aid the ofd; with that 
Und of deference, which would bare aw^dbened awe, and degenerated 
to-man-worship, had not the outpojuring of eccentricities, and almost 
follies, (permitted, perhaps, for this very purpose) shown the alley of 
greatness. 

** Among his peouSartties whidll may be regarded with favor, was 
a miouie accuracy in reference to many little things, in his own per- 
sonal history, with one or two spedmeas of which, we will close this 
article. He baa stated that since he began to preach, he has traveled 
distaneesi redboneid together, nearly sufficient to thrice ciirde th« 
Mrth» or about ISkOOtt miles: and poached about 8000 sermoQiL 
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The namber of Baptist ministers he has personidly known, is 962— 
SOS of whom he has heard preach. 7%ree hundred of the abore haT« 
gone before him into eternity, 207 have visited him at his own house.' 

'^He has baptised 1524 persons,, and preached in 486 meeting 
houses^ neveral eapitols, and in various other kind of ouildingi, as 
well as in the streets and groves. Ue has written about thirty jMmptt^ 
lets, some valuable pieces of poetiy, and much, from time to time, in 
tlie public papers, both political and moral. So much did he love hia 
Bible, that he numbered all its chapters, 1,189; its verses, 31,118; 
and even its words, 786,683. 

** He has written us lus own epitaph, in the following words : 

'Hn» UBS THE BODY OF JoHN LbLAND, WHO IJLBOKED SiXTT-ElOBV 
TSARS, TO PaOXOTE PIETy, AND VINDIOATS THE dVlL AND aEUQIOUS 
RIGHTS OF AIL MEN.' " 

Thus much have we copied from the Memcnrial, from, the pen of Dr.' 
Babcock, as we suppose, tnen one of its editoA. His critic upon the 
character of the. times of Elder LelanJTs early ministij, and the eaneee 
that united in giving him the cliaracteristics of mind and heart that' 
distinguished bun, is undoubtedly just. But we forbear, only saying 
that we trust the sketch of his character and labors in the ministrr we 
have. set l}^ore our readers, will do good, and help to guard others 
a^;ainfit the errors into whidi he inadvertantly fell, and incite all the 
disciples of Christ, and the ihinisters of the word especially, to Imi- 
tate his apostoUe zeal in spreading the tidings of ricn, free and un- 
merited grace among his fellow men. He died at North Adams, 
where he had spoken publicly but a few days before, for the gratifi- 
cation of some of his old friei^ds, January 14, 1841, aged eighty-Hx' 
years, and eight moniht, after having preached the gospel for mor^ 
than 66 years. 



X. EtDER ELIAS LEE, O^ BALL8T0N SPA, N. Y. 

We are unable to say much of this worthy man of God, for watit 
of more definite information, but give his name a page or two in our 
work. ' 

Elder Lsa, as we are informed, was the son of Deacon Lee^ of 
Danbury, Cona, who kept what was formerly called a Baptist taVerD, 
for the entertainment gratis, of traveling mmisters who ranged the 
country to encourage and strengthen the feeble churches in the wil- 
demesB of those early times. With this good deacon, a HuU,--«nd 
doubtless a Leland and a Morse,— often found a hospitable shelter for 
the night, and enjoyed precious seasonsin conversation and \mjer,^ 

The name of Elder Lee first appears on the Shaftsbury muiutes m i 
the year 1800, as pastor of the 2nd Mflton, afterwards the Ballston 
Spa church, Saratoga county, N. Y. It reported 9| members that 
year, having enjoyed a revival a year or two before, that bad addJe<r 
74 to their number. From this time to the year 1828, the name andnf 
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labors of Elder Ijee, were identified with the history md growth of 
His d!nxrch^ b fact that aceount* verj mueh for its suDBequent increase 
and prosperity to tiie present time. It Was a Zfafd ainsg^le lor ov 
hrethren to secure a foothold in that yilla|re in its earlier periods, but 
the talents afid firmness of Elder Lee, aided and encouraged by warm 
ai4d tme-hearted fHends, who gathered around him !n the eoAfSets of 
ofMnlon that arose, were snccessful ; and the Baptists liare nsoaUy 
exerted theif apfifiopriatg share of religious in^ence upon the moral 
and spiritual interests of the population of that Tillage. He enjoyed 
two or three revirals of religion during his ministry there. In 1911 
his church reported 40 additions ; and in 1B19, another accesBiQD of 
t9 to their number, making their tvtal at that time, 1S4. When be 
died he left about 140 ia connection with tlie churchy 

Elder Lee was compelled to sustain himself in part, tn the mfaney 
of the Bailstoa Spa church, by teaching sbhool, if we are correctly 
informed ; but still be made " full proof of hia miniatry,'' and did 
" the work of an Erangelist" to a very good degree. In a oootro- 
Tersr he had with an Episcopalian minister', (alluded to at page 82 
of this work,) he vindicated tne Baptists siiecessfuUy from yile 'asper- 
sions, and achieved a triumph for our distinctive prinexplea over the 
traditions of men.* 

£]der Lee's death occurred about the year 18S8; — and ia thus re- 
corded upon the pages of the Saratoga minutes for 1^29, at page 6th: 
"Since the last meeting of this Association, our beloved Elder, 
EuAS Leb, has departed this life. His labors here were arduous, 
bat we have a ffood hope that he has gone to the boeom of the Mas- 
ter he loved isind served, where sorrows cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. The association sincerelv sympathize *with hia 
afflicted widow and children, prating the widow s God will counsel 
them, and be a husband to the widow and a father to the fatherless ; 
also that the church of which he was a member, may have their loss 
made up to them, bv Him who plants churches, and seiuia Pastors 
according to hia will" 

Of his general character, and the good influence of his loqg pastor- 
ate of nearly thirWyears with tliis one church, the following testimony 
is home by Elder XSTorman Fox, now of Scheoectadjr, but for 12 years 
pastor of the same church, from 1838 to 1849. 

" Elder Eltas Lex was a man of strong mind and clear head. He 
was a successful preacher. A man who in his writings and preaeh- 
iilg, ' eontended earnestly for the faith once .delivered to the aaints.» 

P In this oontroversj, Elder Lee quoted many Acts and statements that gnttXy 
aimoyed bts adversaiy in his defence of Episeopanahinn, fWmi an old book oftho 
ITlh eentonr, ealled *^ A Plealbr the Non-<3imformiBt8,** bj one TbomM "De Lanne^ 
a BaptM achoolmaater of England, who had saffered impri^nment at Newgate^ 
ibrhuman^ escpreaaion of sentiments in favor of his -yiewB of the truth. ^Rils 
book disappeared from the table oT the Conrt-hon«e in which the coatroTersy waa 
held, one night and no one oould or wmldttlX when it had hidden itsell As it 
was a bonowed book, and mnch valued by ito owner, SMer Lee felt bopnd to re- 
tarn an equivalent to his friend who had kiahed the book to him; but as he could 
hwd|i7 find it in print, he conceived the idea of re-publiahing It in this ooantiyv a 
wMk wUoh he aecompHehed, tiins scattering its seeds of trutii bmMdosit over the 
MM, bj ths eUnalatktikof a laige editicn of Ihie sterling work. 
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He did maeh io building up the Baptiat oanse in Bftllston Smi nlmre 
he was pastor for many years. Owing to his early and faithful la- 
bor^ in that place, and in the adjoining towns, it is, to a great extent, 
Baptist ^und to the present day." 

We might add that there now lies before us a pamphlet of forty 
pages, oeUtvo, that Elder Iieepublished, entitled ** A Rkplt to" A 
■Eber Oowle^s sermon on the I&nger and I'oeaibility of failing firinp 
Grace. By Elus Lbs, Ministex' to the Baptist church at !&Istcii 
Springs. Troy : rrintedby Moffitt A Lyon. 1802.'' 

The following adyertisemebt of this' book to Uie reader, will shofw 
the spirit in which he wrote : 

"Reader I if thou art a christian, both in thy heart and head, I 
think the sentiments in my book will pleaae tnee ; howerier rouc^ 
and uncourtly the style may seem. If thou thifteet I baVe been 
too severe, I pray thee to remember tlu^t I haye opposed the doctrine, 
•nd not the people, any farther than t£^y Bupjport it. It miffht do 
fhee good also, to consider that the spirit of truth is a thousana times 
more severe than duch a mortal as I, can be: it breakejth t^e hejufi, 
And taketh the very life, to roQt out these l^gal. prinoiples; — neiuer 
have I said ahy thing rat what the nature of thejcase led u>, or requured. 

* But if thou art a christian only i^ heart, and a legali^ m. Uif 
head, then my book l^ill set.tlgr head and heart at war with ekcli 
other ; and the grace "which dwelleth. in thy heart, will no douot, meet 
with many reflections and hard speeches from the' law notibaB which 
dwell in £ny head. But if tbou art a legalitt, both in thy head iMia 
heart, then tlbou art law throughout ; and as the law .evitihiaw no 
pardon, so Tmust look for nothing but condemnation from thee. My 
Dook will appear to thee as Ohrist did to the Jews, when they cried 
out, ' Away with him ; crucify him ; crucify him.' Iiet me remind 
thee, however, of the motto on the title page, * There is a way that 
»eemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the wtys of death.* 
If thou art an anything, then thou wilt say it ia^ folly to write about 
these things ; that thou hatest controversieff and disputes, 'imd if a 
person be sincere, it. matters not what docirbe or profesnon he falla 
in with. But if tbj wife should deal with thee as thou dealest with 
Jesus .Christ, thou wouldst soon begin to auction her sincerity to th^ 

** But if thou belon^eat to either, or neither dass, I hope ttion wilt 
try to give my book a candid perusal ; and'if thou begmnest, I wis)!^ 
thee^to read it throug)i, and compare it closely with the arguments on 
the other side of the ^u^tion. And that the Lord would give ua all 
understanding in the way of life, is the prayer of. the unworthy 

« Ballston, April 24, 1802. Aumaa." . 

With such a muid, and such a pen,' did he meet his opponents in 
edntroVersy ; and i6 it a mtovel that he usually gained posseiisioik 'of 
the field of conflict! How mluch more he printM besides these; add 
a few circTilar letters, we are unable to afllrm. But he now rests from 
his labors. May we be as fiuthfid in our day and generation as he 
was, to maintain the truths of the Gospel, and promote .practical 
godHness mnong all aroimd us. . 
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Xt. BLD. NATHAK MASOF, OF THIRD OHBSHIRB, MASa 

Concerning thia worthy minister, and pious man of Qod, we hare 
gleaned the following particohurs, that may help to ohoish and per- 
|ietuate bis memory among the generations of uod's people. 

From Benedict^ vol I, paees 280-1, and 489, We gauier some of the 
fbUowiug facts. "Elder Nathan Mason was bom in the town of 
Swansey, Massachusetts, in the year 1726, and was baptised in the 24th 
year of his age by Blder Job IusoDi then pastor of the d&ureh in that 
town." In 1763, with a company of his nrethren, he went to Nova 
Scotia and spent abont eight years. Before departing on this expedi- 
tion, April 2l8t 1768, he and tw^We ether persons were constituted 
into a church, anc^Mr. Mason ordained their pastor. Thev sailed soon 
after in a body, and settled near the head of the bay of Fandy at A 
place called Sadcville, where thcT were blessed of the Lord, and 
BoeQ increased as a church, under hu minlstiy to 60 members. But 
not alt^ther liking the lands and the government, after 8 years resi- 
deboe, rader Iffason and Ms original company returned to the States 
and settled in Laneeboro^ where the;^ found six more Swansev Breth- 
ren, who united with them in forming a churdi of 18, in the year 
1771, wMcfa connected itself with the Rhode Island Yearly meeting 
of six principle Baptists. Here again his labors were crowned with 
soccess, and in ten years they numbered 200 members in' Lanesboro 
ymd towns a^acent, that formed the nucleus of several churches. 

Froni this diurch proceeded Eldto Joseph Cornell, first Pastor of 
the Baptist church in Manchester, Vt, as* well as some of the earlier 
members of that church. Indeed, we learn from the records of thai 
church that Elder Mason himself constituted it on the S2d of June 
1 78 1 and also gave Elder Cornell on that occasion, a " solemn cbaiige to 
be faithful in the execution of his office ; and then gave him the 
right hand of fellowship" as Pastor of this new church. 

About the year 1788, Elder Mason with a majority of his church 
dissentib from the strictness of the * six principle plan," by holding 
that the * La^^ on of hands" after baptism, or the neglect of it was 
a matter of indifference and should be no bar to communion. As a 
ooDseouence he became pastor' of this new church, called the 2d 
IjanesDoro Baptist diurch, as the six principle body had been called 
the 1st LanesDoro Baptist church. By the erection of the town of 
Cheshire in 1793, partly from Laneslwro, and partly from the town 
of Adams, both of these diurches, as well as Elder Wer den's, became 
located in the new town. And as Elder Werden*s was the oldest, it 
was allowed the title of the first Baptist church in Cheehfa^e; the six 
principle body, whom Elder Mason had left, was next in age, and 
called the second church ; while Elder Mason's of consequence, be- 
came the Third churdi. This town, having so many Baptist churafaes 
in it, and having been settled by them <£iefly from the firsts there 
has been little room for any other older, to gain a foothold in tha 
town to this day. 

^ Elder Mason and his church united first with the Shaftsbury Asso- 
ciation in 1?89, being only 44 in number, and himself an old man of 
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61 years of afe. But in 1*790-1 he must have been favored with a 

great revival pi religion or else verv many of his former six principle 
rethren came over into his church ; for in 1791 they reported 112 
members to the. association. And in 1793 thev reported 168, of 
whom 88 had been added the gfevioiis ^ear. At thifi time, or in 1792, 
Elder Mason had associated with him m the minbterial work. Elder 
John Leland, who had just returned from Tlrginia, and who became 
now the more active Pastor for many years. 

Still Elder Mason's name occurs on the minutes from year to year» 
M one of the ministers of the Third church in Cheshire down to about 
1800, wh^i from the infirmities of increasing years he absented him- 
self from the meetings of his Brediren, and in 1805 or 1806 he iwik 
to his repose in the gn^ve. He died at Fort Ann, Washington oo. N» 
Y., whitn(»r he bad gone on a visit to some of his children and fn^fdtt 
reaidiiig there, aged about 80 ; ** being old and full of days.** Many of 
his de<Mndent9 are scattered through the land, beside those in Fort 
Ann and Oranville, N. T. A number of them have been, or are now 
laboring' usefully ^ in' the Baptist miolstry in various churches. He 
was the maternal great grand father, of Elder. James O. Maoon, the 
•uocessf ul pastor of TSi^^ Barber's church in Union 'Village, Wasliin^ 
ton Oo., lor the last nine years, as we are crediU v informed. 

Of the cbaiacter of Elder ISTathan Mason, Elder Leland, who knew 
him testifies, " that it was fair and irreprofl>cbable. He was a man ik 
peace and Qodline98,pr.eachuig seven days in a week by his life and 
eoDversaUon.!' Well does the scripture say : *" Mark the perfect man 
and behold the upright for the end of that man is peace. 



»* 



XII. ELDER CALEB NICHOLS, OP POWXAL, VT. 

Eld^r. Nichols, for some 15 years Pastor of the Ist Baptist church 
in Pown|il« was also a member of this association, for about a dozen 
years, or from 1793 to 1803 ; and we will give him a brief notice in 
our Biographical department. But it must be a meagre sketch, for the 
want of more ample materials. From good authority we suppose, 
the following facts respecting him may be relied on. 

Elder Caleb Nichols, was bom in Exeter, in Rhode Island, on the 
13th of March, 1748. In his youth, he was yain iaod thoughtless, and 
Tory much attached to the yiolin, as well as merry companv. But at 
tiie age of 24, he was brought to embraoe the Saviour, and was bap- 
tised soon after by Elder Nathan Toung. He soon commenced 
preaching, and was ordained to the pastoral care of the 2d Coventry 
church in his native state, constituted but a few months previous. 
The church prospered under his mimslry, and tncreased to 850 mem- 
bers, in the course of ft-or 10 ^ears; but being scattered and broken 
during the war of our revolution, Elder Nichols removed in 1788, to 
Pownal, Yt., and became pastor of the Baptist church in that town, 
which had been wading through trials for some yearsl The character 
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of this exeellent man is thus sketched in A brief paragraph, from iht 
p6n of fhe discerning Leland, of Cheshire. He says of him : 

** Elder Nichols moved into Pownal, in 1788, CMring^gwith him 
not only fdr paper credentials, but vhat far exceeds, ah^Mrt glowing 
with love to God and man ; and now instead of using his Tiolp toeap^ 
Tate the thoughtless throng, he is engaged with sneqeasftd aeiu in 
sounding the gospel trumpet His life and converstitidb are exem- 
plary ; his f reaching is spiritual and animatiag, pretty full of the 
musical New light tone. But his gift in prayer, is his great excellence; 
for he not only prays as If he was softly climbixifi; Jacob's ladder to the 
portals of heaven ; out his expresaons are so ^triosli that a good 
lermon may be heard in one of his prayeHL*^ 

With such a Pastor, why should liot a churdi proeper f A6oord- 
ingly we find that a revival attended Us labors, thbfirH .year he was 
among them, but how many were added we cannot ascertab, as thdr 
statistics were not jet preserve in the minptes of the Assodi^on, 
as afterwards. But m 1798 liiey muted with it, and Reported 72 mem- 
bers in standing among them. And the next year, ttie good tidings 
eame up from tnem that Ood had poured out his spirit and 64 haid 
been aqded to their numbers, makmg IS7 in alL Afid for aeveral 
years, they gleaned up a few sheaves, inaldng an abces^on of nearly 100 
from 1793 to 1808, when Elder Kichors name disappears from the min- 
utes among this people. He (^^-'iii 1804, and was greatly missed 
from his place and labors in this town. At the ripe age of 60, har- 
ing spent some thirty-seven years in the wcnrk of the ininUtry, he sunk 
to his rest, in hope of a blessed immortality b^rond the grave.' His 
church have had a very changeable hnmstry,' most of the time, smce 
his death, till the last few years ; and several times, for years, have 
been without a stated pastor, to go out and in, before them, and watch 
for souls. And yet they have enjoyed several powerful revivals. 

The following uscription may be read on Ms tombstone in the yard 
on Pownal hill, where his dust reposes : 

** Sacred to the memory of the Rev. Caubb Nichols, who, after 16 
years faithful service as a minister and watchman over the firbt Bap 
tbt church in Pownal, departed thb life, on the 27th of February 
1804, in the Slet year of his age." 



XIIL ELDER ABIJAH PEOK, OP OLIFTON PARK, N. T. 

^e following notice of Elder Pxcx*s lil!a, labors and character la 
copied from an obituaiy in the New York. Baptist R^^ter of Nov. 
8(^ 1848 ; and we cannot do b^ter in fuokishmg a sketch of this emi- 
nently useful and good man than to iK>py the article entira 

'* Died, in aifton Park, Saratoga Oa Nov. ISth, 1848^ Elder Au- 
JAH.P<OK,aged 90 years, .7 months, and 9 days.* The deceased has 
been long and extensively known as a laborious and suooeaafol minis 

* Benedict, V9I. 1 XM^ 888. 
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ter of tbe gospel, and for manjr yjbBJrs past has been rmrded as a 
patriarch in the Saratoga Aseodation. He 'was bom in Geebitwich, 
Fairfield Ca Conn^ April 8, 1768. In 1771, his father, John Peck, 
died, leaying a large family in destitute eircumstances. Abijah, the 
youngest son, was apprenticed to a weaver soon after his father's 
death. He entered Uie eonthiental army in January, 1776, and senr- 
ed at rarious times, under three enlistments, one year and two months. 
When the army left New York he was one of the guard, and mafai- 
tained his txwt until the order was given to escape ^ his life. Witli 
othen he tiirew down his pack ; but letumed and took it away iHt^ 
him. He was afterwards m the battle of White Plains, and narrowlr 
escaped death in the retreat Having reached a fence, '^he laid his 
bands upon it, and at the instant, two musket balls struck the rails, 
olie on each side of him, brushing his clothes as they passed. 

** He became the subjeet of Pitine Grace in his iwenivj'ourth year, 
and was soon after baptised by Elder Elkanah Holmea. He soon began 
to preach. In 1784 he remove^] from Oonneetioot to Galway, N. T., 
whidi was then a wilderness, with a tsw scattered inhaHtonts. Af- 
ter a little time, a few Baptists collected and held meetings in his 
workshoj); he taking the lead of the meetings. A revival followed^ 
which resulted in the oiganlxatioft of the second Galway diurch in 
1790. In I79i, he removed to Clifton Park, then a part of Halfmoon. 
Here he collected a few scattered lambd of Christ; and fai 1796, Febu 
12, a church was organized, consisting of about thirteen members. At 
the first covenant meeting following, he and ibur other persons united 
by letter. On the I3th March, 1801, he was ordained to the Pastoral 
office, having for five or six yea^a, refused to be ordained on the ground 
of personal unfitness His pastorate was a vierr laborious one ; but 
its duties were dischai^geci with Christian fidelity, and his labors 
crowned with the blessing of .God. Prom Clifton rark as a centre, 
have arisen the churches of Schenectady, Burnt Silh, Ist and td 
Mal/mo&n, and one at Beotia ; whfie the surrounding churches have 
been gpreatly benefitted by his occasional labors and counsels. 

* As a maitt the deceased was well known for industry, inte^ty, 
and puEtetuality : As a Chriitian^ for consistency, humihty, and be- 
nevolence. As a minitter andFAStoa, for untiring zeal, fidelity, and 
devotioHtothe.interestsof the Redeemcr^i Kingdom. Without any 
of the advantages of Education, he acqtiifed a considerable amount of 
feuenl knowledge, rich stores of spiritual wisdom, and was 'Eighty 
m the scrijitures." Hm preaching was characterised by plainness and 
force ; a holy unction seemed to & upon him, whidi he was generally 
successful in communicating to his nearers. His sermons often dis- 
played mueh, and vigorouSt thought, and were in a high degr^ '^'tP* 
iural. His mmd Was naturally strong, and his judgment correct. He 
was the father oT eight children, four of whom survive him, and are 
members of the ohurdi, which mourns hra loss ; the others prieceded 
him to' heaven. Hirf his mantle fi^l npon his juniors in the ministry, 
who have often sat with delight to receivelessons of wisdom from his 
lips. Full of years, of faitl^ and of hope, he fell asl^p in ^esus. 
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* Fallen is the man, who lonff has stood, 

A pillar in the house of God; 

Fallen^ did I saj t He's raised ok high, , 

And stands a pillar in the sky?" 

Such was the testimonj borne to departed worth, in the reli- 
gious jonmals of the time ; and to those who knew him, we pre- 
sume the picture is true to the ori^^inaL This sketch was written 
bj Elder J. Goadb^,now of Poultoey Vt, we understand, and so 
fiur as our recoUeotiou of him serves, haying seep him^ a few times 
at public meetings, and tarried once over night at his house, is a 
truthful description of his character. We will simply add, that 
although he might have been ** for many years a patriarch in the 
Saratoga Associatioo,'' near the close of his yaluea life, he never- 
theless belonged to cur body, during the greater portion of his ac- 
tive ministry. In the years 1^91 and *98. each, his name is on our 
minutes as a messenger from the 2d or Jtfew G^Uowa^ church, as 
it was then recorded; and in the year 1797, and almost 9very 
year after, till 1834, his name is recorded on the Shaftsbnry min- 
utes, as a messengper or minister from hb beloved flock at Oliftoa 
Park. So that for about 88 years, be represented that one ohureh 
in the body ; though seldom present for the last ten years,— he was 
almost uniformly' at the meetiius from his ordination in 1801 till 
1825. 

^ And for more than ferU- years, be was a member of the Asso- 
ciation, from the two churches which he served. Bom. in 1768— ha 
was 83 years old vhen he first atteiyjied, as a member of the body; 
ordainea in 1801 — he appeared as a xxiinister at the age of 48 ; and 
when his church, at their request left the Shaftsbury Association in 
1884, he bad readied the age of 1% ;. although at bu latent attend- 
ance in 1880, at the First Baptist church in Nassau, he was 72 years 
o|d. So ve may well say, he was for many years a rxT^Rcn among 
the Brethren and uUnuten of the Shafltlmry Anoeiation. The vigor 
of his life, as well as its best maturity, was expended in our connec- 
tion ; though when he came to the grave as a shock of cq||||i f uUjt 
ripe, he was gpathered, unto his fatheis- among the Saratoga brancL 
oi our denomination. While in the^bodf he. presided over its doings 
as Moderator for three sessions, vis : m the years 1814, '17 and 
'20. In the. year 1810, at White Creek yiUage, he preached the in- 
troductory sermon ; beside several other discourses, preadied durii^ 
the various anniversaries of the body, to edify and. .comfort the Bro- 
therhood of disciples present on those occasions. He wi» an ar- 
dent friend of Home and Eorcugn Ifissions, as well as the cause 
of Ministerial Education ; for which, and othi*r worthy objects, ha 
contributed freeW of his substance; as he had a veryeomfortable 
property, for a Baptist minister. But we haye enlarged this bio- 
^phicfu sketch beyond our original design, and yet the subject 
IS not exhausted. In his pastoraT relations, he had one or two as- 
sociates for the greater part of his ministry, from the year 1806 ; 
and yet harmony and love was the charm of this relation in the 
taiaistry. He closed a long and useful minbtry of nearly 50 years 
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in the ^D>e churoh,* umyersally respected, aod lamiiuted hy all 
who bad ahared his Christiaa fellowship and acquaintance. 



XIV. ELDER SAMUEL ROGERS, OF STILLWATER, N. Y. 

OoDcerning tliis miaister; we would insert the following^ particulars, 
gleaned chiefly from the minutes of the Shaflsbury and Saratoga 
associations, with some verbftl statements respecting his character. 

His name first appears on the Shaffcsbury minutes as Pastor of the 
Ist Saratoga chnren'iii 179X« at tlie time it iSrst united with the body, 
reporting-47 membei^' in standing. If we are correctly informed, he 
was the son of Elder Claric Ro^vs' who died at' Hancock, Mass., in 
1B05. His name is found with £he Saratoga church till 1'795 ; in these 
five years, he received an accession of more than 80 to bis church. 
In 1798, 12 additions were repoited, and in 1794, the pleasant num- 
ber of 40 are reported, (not all by baptism however) making. a total of 
113^ But in 1.795, wbue 11 more additions are noted, 44 are reported 
as dismissed from their fellowship, we presume to form the 8a Sara- 
toga church, afterwards called Northumberbiod, and now the Moreau, 
neeording to the best iofolrn^ation we can gain. 

From 1797 to 1801, we find thd name of iElder Rogers as Pastor 
of the Mapletown or Hooeick church, during which bri^ period he ad- 
ded 60 to their number, and leaving t)iem about 60 string. 
Where )>e spent the nei^t mz or seven jrear^ we do not learn. 'But 
in 1808 Ilia name is reported in the Saratoga, mintites as pastor of this 
Sd Ckdway church. ha?jing added 52 during the year preyious, mi^kii^ 
a total br 1 22. From BOthe hidications' we find, we presu^ie he bad 
been withthU chuirch some time before, but bad noli uiiited with th^ 
Saratoga association till 180JB. . 

From this time to the jr ear 18 IB his name stands, as pustor at 2ci 
Gal way, during winch period he add6d,in ill aix>ut 90 mem- 
bers. JEfezt he ' is rej^rtcd in the Stillwater church fh>m 1 814 (6 
1822, though absent a ye^r or two with Iu9 clkurch irom the assodatioa 
in 1816-17, But in this pa/storate he enjoyed his usual Sipccess, .addjvg 
some to the church abput every year ; and in 1820 receiving by baptism 
the hirge number of 68, making a total of 176. But.his*work was com- 
ing to a dose. 

After a mimstry of some 83 ^ears m four or Ave diflferent chufchee, 
he canu9 to his fp*av6 in peace, hke a sho^V of com fully ripe, and was 
gather^ unto his fathers among the people of his last charge in Still- 
water, where his sepulchre mi|y be seen to this day in the old bqrii^l 
ground near the meeting, hoiise of Qie first cl^urcb, on Bemis Heights. 

In the Saratoga muoiutes of that year, we fiiid the following brief re- 
cord of his wortE ** The church id Stillwater, in t6e month of Feb'y 
last, was called to follow to the grave, ioe#ptn^, their venerable Pastor 
E^der Sajiuxl Roobbs. Though this gOckl man's prayers on earth, 

• HissoUve pastoral Ubon ceased in 1880^ when 77 yean oUL 
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Mxe ended, (hia most precious gift) they will loi^live in tlie heuta of 
all tliose who have heard htm. 

The following is the ioseription referred to above. 

** Sacred to the memory 

of 

Elder Samuel Roosas, 

who di«d February, «th 1828, 

aged 63 years, 6 mohthfl, and 17 days. 

** CelestiAl truth employed bis breatli ; 
** Precious in God's sight is bis death. 
" He sleeps, iu Jesus, and shall rise 
" Te meet his X^ord ijbave the skies." 



XY. ELDER EBEM^EZBR SMIT^ OF PARTRIDGEFIELD. 

This veteran of the Baptist cause, whe endured the spoiling of his 
goods, and other persecutions, for his fidelity to principle, d^ires 
a notice among the venerated fathers of the Shaftsbury Association, 
of which he was a worthy member for uwtnieen years, from the 
ehurches of Ashfield and Partridgefiel<). , This latter churdi took the 
narfie of Peru in 1807, from a diange beciisioned by the ^recti^ of a 
new town; and inally, in 1810, it was called Hinsdale, for the' same 
reason, which name it. still bears.. From various sources we gather 
the following particulars concerning his' life, labors and death. 

Elder Ebenezer Smith was bom October 4th, 1784, and ordained 
to the work of the ministry in the year 1761. His church in Ash- 
field, Mass., was constituted in the year 1761. We do not learn the 
Slace of his nativity, in t1^ year 1791» his church united with the 
haftsbury Association, at its session in Adams, or 1 Cheshire, Mass. 
At that time it numbered only 22, and Elder dmitii was Its paaior.as 
he continued to be till 1794, when it left the body and united with 
the Ley den Assoeiation. While among this people, he suffered the 
loss of pome of his goods, with his t>rethren, by tiie voracious desire 
of the predominant party then iii power.* 

la 1799, he again became a member of this Association, by his 
connection with the Partridgefield Baptist ehnrch, which had united 
tho year before with the Sbaftsbury body. Here, also, he shared a 
measure of persecution with his brethren, in b^og compelled by the 
fotce of legal enactments to aid in building a Congregational meeting- 
house. But we have spoken of this in the body of this work, in the 
annals of the year, 1800 and 1801. (See pages 69 and 79.) 

In this church he enjoyed a larger measure of success in winning 
souls to Christ, and gathering them into the visible church, during 
his stay with them ; although he wIm now advancing to about sixty 

^3ee AOta 00 ps|pB 71 of tbis woit; 
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^ears of age. In J 798 this church united with but 18 membera; but 
it BO increased onder his ministry, that when it was dismissed to the 
"Westfield Assodation in 1811, it numbered 121 in fellowship. 

From this time we are unable to trace his lustory, till we find the 
account of his decease recorded in the Am. Bap. Magazine, for Sept, 
)824, Yol. IV., pages 429, 480. His decease and character are thus 
described in a letter f^om Rev! Elisha Tucker, then pastor of the 
Baptist church in the place, and intimately acquainted with him in 
his declining years. 

« F\redoma, N. F, Jyly 12, 1824. 
/ BXY. AND DxAK Sui : 

" At the special request of the late Elder EamszEa Smnr, a short 
time since; it now beoomes my duty to state to yon that he has gone 
to reeeSrehis reward. He breathed his last on the morning of the 
6th July. Since April he has been gradoaliy declining. At first he 
seemed a little uneasy - at b^g confined to his house; his great 
anzietT was to preach as long as he lived, but he soon became con- 
vinced that his work was done ; and resigned to the will of God, he 
commenced examining himself closely. The result was, the fullest 
and firmest confidence in the doctrine of grace, and a holy satisfac- 
tion of his union to Christ. Grace, Grace, was his theme as long as 
he lived. 

" And here I cannot deny myself the pleasure of making an ex- 
tract from his journal, dated October 41b, 1828: *I am this day 
tighti^nine years old ; have tried to preach the Gospel Hxty^ine 
years and ten months ; have been tin ordained Elder in the Baptist 
order, Hxty-tiao yean and six^ weeks ; and have traveled and preached 
in Meven of the United States I have been called in the course <tf 
my life to defend the liberties of the Bantists in the State of Kassi^- 
chusetts ; to plead their cause before the General Oourt in Boston, 
befiore a Justice of the Peace, before the Court of Common Pleas, 
and before the Supreme Court ; a$ict honing obtained hdp of the Lord, 
I continue to this day. Although my boculy'streneth decays, I am 
favored with th^ clear use of my reason and understanding. The 
things of religion, the truths that I have tried to preach, tne ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, and the order of building up the visible church, 
appear to be a Divine reality, and that it is safe to die in the belief 
of these truths. But when I look into mvself, w)iat a poor, sinfvl, 
imperfect creature I I cannot fiud ai^^thing that I have done to 
plead before a hbly God. But I have hope through a Savior's merits. 
If God can, consistently witi^ hh own glory, show merey to such a 
poor sinner, / am safe ; — otherwise,' I am fost : — ^but here I am, re- 
aigned to the will of Qod, Lord, if thou hast any more work for me 
to do, give me strength to do it ; if not, do vfith me as seemeth good in 
aysMit: 

" Under date of March last, he writes as follows : ' l\co persons, 
who heard nle preach my first sernton in November, 1768, were pres- 
ent to hear my last sermon in November, 1823, wUeh completed tev- 
enty years of my mmistry.^ 
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"This I think a very eztraordioaiy ciroumstaDce, p»rti«iilarij 
y/rhan we understand that the last sermon was delivered about &0U 
miles from the place where they heard the first These peracAs were 
also both present at his interment 

" During tlie last days of his illness his mind was very clear, and 
very happy in prospect of death, l^e waa exercised with bat very 
little pain, and his HeaveolY Father seemed carefnllf and teoderlr 
opening a passage for the night- of his immortal spirit, which took 
place the morning before mentioned, vnthtnU a struggle or a ffromn. 

"* Thus did Elder Smith come to his grave in full age, *'like as a 
shock of corn cometh in his season.'* The text which, while living, he 
selected for discussion at the time of his interment,' wfts the 7th and 
8th verses of Uie J 8th chapter of Hebrews. 

** I would further state, that since Elder Smith has lived, in this, re- 
gion, he has endeared -himself to all the friends of rdigioo, as a 
faithful and devoted servant of the Lord. .i.. 

*< I am yours, . 

«S, TUCKER. 

'* Editors of Am. Bapi Magazine." 



XVI. ELDER OBED WARREN, OF SAL^M, N. Y. 

Althoagh Elder Warren was actually a pastor in the Shaftsbu^ 
Association but a few years, yet, from his near location, at Salem, N . 
T., for more than 20 years, he was a very frequent visitor, and often 
pi'eacfaed, and took an active part in Uie business of the body ; as 
well as served ihem in 1804, as a missionary with the lamentiB4 
Cqvell, in a tour through Western New-Tork, and into Tipper Canada. 
For these reasons we ^udge it apprepriate to condense from anthoi- 
tic sources, the foUowins biogramiic notice of him for this work. 

He was bom in PlainfieU, Conn., of pious parents, March ]8t|i, 
1760; and at the early age of seven years, he was the snbjeot of the 
awakening, — ^and as he afterwards thought, — of the saving inflneiiea 
of the spirit of Gk)d. This he kept to himself^ and not till he was 
fifteen years old, wUen his parents nad removisd to DucQey, Mass., did 
he make an open profession of religion, by uniting Mnth the Baptist 
church. In tnis town he coihmenced preaching, and on the day he 
was 21 years old, delivered, his fiirst sermon. . He had a call to Hali- 
fax, y t, where he settled, was ordained, and labored for Beveralyeaii 
in the work of the ministry, until he removed to Salem, N. Y. lioi 
1788, his name occurs on the Shaftsbury minutes^ as pastor of the 
Baptist church at Halifax, to which 15 had been added during the 
year, under his ministry. The year he removed to Salem we cannot 
ascertain, but in 1792 his name is recorded on the minutes of the 
Vermont Association, as pastor of said church, with an accesdon oi 
27 during the year, and a total of 61 members in his church. Here 
he spent more than twenty years of his public miniitry» and ei\joyed 
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sefF^ral re^Yivals ftmoog his people, in one of wliich, in 1808, mot% 
than 60 united with lus.churck In a letter dated Juij 16th, 1808, 
he gires the follQwinv account of this Work of Divine grace:— « 
" Some, time in Deoember l^t^ evening conferences were set np in thtt 
neighborhood .where I. .live; and the brethren appei^red quite engaged 
in prayer and exhortation. Some of ihe young people attended, and. 
appeared to hear with solemnity ; but there was no apparent concern 
among the unregenerate, tiU albout the first of F.elbruary, when it be- 
came evident tluit there waa an inquiry among some x>f the youth. 
The work appeared gradually to Kicrease; and eonferencea wera . 
holden .two evenings in a week from about that time. 

** On the first. Sflpbhath. in Majcdb^^tie were bajjtised. This appeared ■ 
to. a^m nvviy,, and the a,w:akezuog aopn spread pretty generally 
tlirough every j^t of the society. . v aiq. meetings. of theyoutk trera 
attended no more, unless bv a &w ; but religious inferences wer« - 
set up all. around. .1 geawally attended five or »ix in a weeh{ and 
yet I believe .1 did not attend much more than half the cooferencea 
m the ■ circle of our eongregation.. Jifeetii^.on Lord's. days wer»' 
very full, aod people appeared to hear as for eternity. In confer- 
ence meetings sucn.ao awfiA Aol^i^Qity was visible on the minds of 
the people in general, as I think I have never seen ifiSore, . Soipa 
meetings, fuc solemnity, seemed almost like the judf;meht day. Tour 
acquaintance with me, andttie interest you have-.m the welfure of 
my family fl will excuse me for being a little particular; hut stiU, ijb 
wiU be impossible for me to des^rite the gpreat mercies of God to my 
family, or my own feelings on the .occasion. -Qad you, my brother, - 
(Klder Bkrad, whom he was td(hressing.) raised a large fiimdy, seen a 
number of .jthem married, and nv^t of. them with their companions, 
at your hoose; and whe9 mildly speaking a few words to them about 
their, souls^ — ^to see every one of. them in tears, some of themim- 
pressed, with. iin aw^ sense of. their lost situation ; and others who 
nad a . hope, in Ohrist, sypapathiziiig witfi them,— you might form 
some idsflk of my feelings respecting my family. These things I have 
seen an4 felt; bless«4 be God. I hop» a number of tha^i hav«. 
chosen. that good part.wBkdi oannot be taken firom them^.. Since the : 
revival b^jan, I have baptised two daughtert, two daughttnin^kun 
and OM sof^n-^cw. I havv ihue of my..crwn. children, ukdJmHr who 
are sooh by marriage, members of the church with m& . I fiave good 
satiafaetion for my second spiv but he has not yet made an open pro- ; 
feaaion. ..i . . ■ 

,** SiAoe Ijhe first of Mareh^ more than//^. have joined the jdiuroh ; 
and numbera hare obtained a hop^ who have not connected with any. 
church. : More than -^^^ have m tb^same tune joined the Presby-^ 
teriaa church in Ounhridge. Somp are still onoer serious awaken- : 
ingpii but at preaent, 4hs^ w^]( sterna rather on the dedine.''* 

Elder Warren jenvuned .with th« S^lepk: baptist Church, in what.: 
is n^w 4)aUj9d Shnshaoi vUhige. tfll the spring of 1812, when he waa - 
dismissed from them at his own request, because he felt, that hie 

• Bee IfsBB. Bap. Mlssioniry ICagudne, Vol XL, pages 187-a 
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Work was done in that place, nod God called him to anotber part of 
his vineyard. Daf ihg bis connection -wjth this cbnrdi he associated 
with the Vermont Association, to wliich the Salem church belonged 
for many years ; bat still he was often preset Urith the Shidftsbnr^ 
brethren, to Whom he Was much endeared^ as the above letter to £1- 
ber Blood shows. Bat in 1813 we find his name in tho minutes of 
this body, as pastor of the Cambridge Baptist church as then odled, 
now the White Creek, for more than thirty years, under the care of 
his successor, Elder Daniel Tinkham; Unto thu day, save for three or 
four years. In this new connection Elder Warren remained four years, 
or till the spring of 1816, during which he added some 25or 80 totUs 
church, no s;eneral reviral occurring, aHhotufa in the firA yf»t, li 
were united to it In 1816 his name- is rottnd with the Hooeick 
church, as its pastor, wh«i it disappears entirely. Elder Warren was 
Moderator of this Association in the years 181I-1S and 15. In 181d 
he preached the introduetory sermon by appointment, and in 1814 he 
wrote the circular letter. In this body he Was much respected for 
his preaching and business talents, as well as for hb soimd judgment 
and fervent piety, that made his absence te be much felt by nis breth- 
ren, when he left them. 

He removed to Delphi, Otiondaga county, where he spent two 
years, and enjtryed an interesting reriva] : and thence -to Scinio, 
Cayuga county, where he spent one year ; and thence he removea to 
Eaton, Madison county, ana took chai^ge of the first Baptist, church 
for three y^s, diiHng which he bore an' active part in the aflaire 
of the Madison Association, the Hamilton and Madison Missionary 
Societies, and the Literary and Theological Institution. He was 
some time President of the Board of Trustees of the Education 
Society, and served the cause of JMBnisterial Education, as colleeting 
agent, for a few months in 1821-22; His sympathies were strongly 
enlisted in this enterprise of our denomination, for the improTe- 
ment of the rising ministry. ** His correctness of jud^ent, known 
inte^ty, and weight of character j gave him much irauence in re- 
moving the fears, and obviating the prejudice of many against the 
Institutien. He embraced the object as a very important one, ^md en- 
tered fully into the principles of the constitution, and the measures 
adopted for its support" 

Elder Warren consittored Eaton his last fidd of toil, when he re- 
nwved thither; but in the winter before his decease, he thought the 
Lord called him to a service in the Ba|Aist diuroh in Covert^ Sene- 
ca county, where he finished the work of his ministiy, and on the 
29th of August, 1828, ended his valuable life, in the 64th jear of 
his aif^, and the forty-third of his ministry, after having been pastor 
of eight different churches. He was faTored with some roTirid 
mercies in this last fielcl of his toil, and - «eteral were added to 
the church during the summer, some of tAiem hy baptism. He waa 
favored with health to preach till about a'moBth beifore his death ; 
and with what feelinss and views of the work of the minietry, the 
following language, addressed to his Mend and brotiier, Elder J(^n 
Peck, will testify : ** O that aU the saints were more fervent in 



S£C. II.] MINISTERS : 0. WARREN. 547 

their desires that the Lord of the harYe»t would send ibrth lahoT' 
ers I O that all the laboretB might work dailj as (hough they were 
doing their Hut workt How seldom do we, my brother, when we 
preach or oooTerse with one another, speak as though we realised 
thisre Is bul *a 8lii|g;le step betweien us and the eftem^ world I O 
for more f^ency id praying, jEoore energy and sphritnality in preach- 
ing; eithorting am leaming Hnners to /^e/rom the wrath to cotne." 

Doling hie last illness <yf abottt three week^, he had strong ezpee' 
tatioris of reeovery, and hoped to return to his labors and see more 
of -the flalvatioQ of €Fod limoiBg his people. Ad4 cren when death 
was changing his countenance, one' of his daughters asked hhn *' If 
he did not think he was dyings T He Answered, '^No; I shall life 
and preach the Qospel." A member of his church standing by, said 
to him, "Brother Warren, yon ate dyin^.** He repAied^ without the 
lelHt alarm, ** Well, fortnodl ; I om pure from the blood of all menT 
He spoke but one6 more, when he fell asleep in Jesus, m the 64tb 
yefor of his age, learing ■ widow and she chudreir to mourn their ir-' 
feparabife loss. Bat ^eii^ sornnes, blessed be €K)d, were min^e^ ' 
witb the pnreM jo^jr, and the most frinmphant hope. His f uoeral wan 
attended o* the itezt Lord's day* wheh a discotwse was preaiehed 
by Ekler 6. O-. OoniHtbek, 16 a large and solemn assembly^ firomr 
Ptfalm, 9Si 94; ** Thou ekalt p*f^ me with thy ee/unsel^ ai%d afterward 
reeeive md to glory" The following tribute to his worth Was re- 
corded BO(m after his lamented death, in the Mass. Bap. Miss, Miiga- ' 
zine, V<^^ IV., page 274 : - 

*'The records ef many churches, and the minutes of numerone- 
councils and assodationsi with the voice of huhdreds and thousands, 
bear concurrent testimony to his zeid and mefiilDess in "the Zidit 
of Ood. PeiiTing a strong mind from' hiq-. Creator, improYed by \ 
much readinj^, obseryatioiv and cxperienee, the deceiuM was Justly ' 
esteewed a raluable eonnifi^or «m! friend, and an able miiklst^r of 
the New Testament Bekoldiitg the tnjith. in » strong and clear 
point of light, and emlting in its r^finihp poorer, Ite promptly j^e' 
jected every thing which he deemed incompatible with the principles ' 
and spirit ef the €k>spdL .'The st^ness of hiiif virtne,' the honesty 
of his decisions, aAd the ct^aior ^'his adrioe, have sometimes la- 
dled unfriendly feelings^' sinA provoked eensure. Wherever he found 
the pa(h of duty, he fearlessly advVuaeed, regardless of every conAe* . 
(jiMnee. In the imperfection ef man, he may eciqetimes have erred - 
in jodgment: hut all must admire the purity of his sentiments, aii'd 
the reratude ef ' Ms intuitions. He eourt^ not pimularity, he sought ' ' 
not the applanse of ' men ; bet'tW'ftpprohation of nis own conscienoe 
and the ikppreving smiles of Heitf^n.' Zet me die the death <^ l^ 
ri^teouB, emd my laei end he Uke Mi/*' ^ 



XriL BLtTER ISAAfr WEBB. QT LA.KSI*(?BXTRGH. 

" - • ■ ' * 

For about 25 years Elder Wxbb w«9 ftn atrtlve pastor or minister in 
thii body, serving tltfee diflferent churches, each a t«nn of years, and 
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a fourih, one y«ar. For about 25 years more he resided in the vi» 
cinitj of this astooiation, and hence a biographic sketch of him may 
be appropriately g^smered in this work. Where he waa bom, we 
do not learn ; but he commenced his ministerial career at BrandoBi 
Vt, where he was ordained September 24, 1789, by such men us 
Blood, Beala^ and Henry Qreen; the j(ft< preach&qg the sermon; 
the second gluing the charge ; and the mird the hand of fellowship ; 
the consecrating prayer, we presume, by .the preacher, Blder Blood« 
of Shaf tsbury. Elc^r Webb coatinued'at Brandon some two or three 
years, as pastor of tne Baptist church. . 

la 1793, he first became a member of this body as the paster, of 
the 1st Baptist church in Pittstown, Rensselaer oounly, N. T. Here 
he remained till 1802, though not as pastor all the time, for in 1790, 
the lamented Gorell was elected pastor ; and Elder Webb^ as near 
as we can ascertain, sided by iii* labon^ the then in&nt Baptist 
church in Troy ; and from 1808 to 181 1» his name occurs on the 
minutes as pastor of that church. In 1806 he enjoyed a rerival 
of religion, and an addition of 84 jui reported, to the church, with a 
total of 76 members. And in 1812 he is.lound on the minutes of 
this body, as pastor of the young Albany Baptist ehurch, with a 
reported membership of 72.. Here he. /continued to officiate as pastor 
some &yp years, or till 1818, when tins church was dismissed to 
join, the Hudson. River Association^ then newly formed. He enjoyed 
the Divine favor upon his ministry in Albany, adding to thecanroh 
every year, some ; 27 the last, and Q6 dunng the 6' years of his 
pastorate, leaving them with .90 members. In the year 1817, his 
n^me occurs, in the minutes as .Pastor of.. the Baptist ehurdi in 
Hoosick. After this his name jdisappears from the Shaftsliury min - ' 
utes entirely. Sut Elde;; jWebb, ti)9U£[h engaged, as we understand 
he was, for the greater part of bis l&te in mercantile pursuits, at Hoc* 
sick. White Oreek, Union Village, an J JUkQaiqgbuign, still preached 
the Oospel o<;casionaUy, till his advanced age i^ infirmities excused 
him from . public service. , • 

As a preacher, he was counted a *' workman that needed fiot be 
ashamed rightly dividing the w(urd-«\f truth." In his doctrinal views, 
he was a strong Galvanist, of the old scdtioel ; and it is understood be 
feared the result of the more lenieiU sentiments into which he saw his 
Brethren gradually sliding. He x^ned to tiie last, hie rdisfc for 
strong doctrine^, and far distinctiFC Baptistpiindples ; and in a good 
old. age, he came to his grayf^ in peace. ^ died at Lansingbwgh, 
N..7., on the 20th of Feb. 1842 : and!j>r,B. T.. Wiuoh of Albany, at 
that time, for whose preaching he hid ^a strong partiality, preacbed 
his funeral sermon from Rev. 14th chap.. 18 verse. It was a most 
befitting discourse for the occasion, as well as the character of a good 
man. 

Elder Webb waa a|i active member of the ^haftsbury Association, 

preaching the Intrckluctofy sermon, presiding^ among his Brethren, or 

• writing the circular and corossponding lettei^ ii. wunber of timee. I9 

the years 1799, 1807, and 1816 he preached ^heintrodu^^irsamiop. 

In 1808, '09 ao, *18, and 1818 he served his'Brcthrei as Moderator. 
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And fa 1794, 180&, acd 1609, the droular letters of {he Body weri 
from his p^a. Besides^ he was often on committees of reference <al\ 
difficult siii^ects, and was fi*e<|neBtI^ -called upon topreadi'itserfho^^ 
amidst the business of the Association, for tlie comfort and instructioii 
both of bis brethren in the ministry, land from the cfaordiea. Tfaua^ 
was he honored in his day «nd generatioi], by those vfeo beat knew 
bis worth. But he is gone to his fathers, «ad '^liis works 4o iotkiw 



XVHIL BLDER PBTER WBRDEN", OF FIRST OHBSHIRfi 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Of this venerable man of God and minister of the Goflpel, we can. 
give no better account than to copy entire, or with some imimport;act 
omis^ons, the biographical account of him contained in Benedib^. 
VoL II., pages 401-404. We presume, from the closing sentence^' '. 
that it is the production of Elder J. Leland'9 pen ; but'nohe the lesr^ ' 
valuable for that, because he lived in the same town iaijd lab<»:ea 
flide by side with him for some fifteen years, and heade I^ew 'vHre^e- 
of he affirmed. 

"Elder Petee Werdrn was born June 8th, 1728, and ordkihed tfo 
the work of the ministry at Warwick, Rhode Ikland, May, 1761, ii* ' 
the 24th year of his age. When he first hegsn. to preach he wiais' ' 
too mudi of a New-Light, and too strongly attached to the doctiUI^' 
of tahcUion by sovereign- grace, to be generally received' ainonfl^' ' 
the old Baptist churches In Rhode Island, which had been fcoiiiea ' 
partly upon the Arminian plan, until tiie following event opened the' 
door for him. 

*• A criminal, by the name of Carter, was to be executed at iTower- 
Hill, and the scene of his execution collected al^undaace of people 
from all parts of the State. While the criminal stdod uiidler the 
gallows, young Webden felt sudi a coocem for his soid, that he nrged^ ' 
his way through the crowd, and being assisted by the Sheriff hb^ 
gained access to him, and addressed mm as fbllows: * Sir^ ity&ur 
90ui prepared for that awful eternity into which you will launm'^'^ 
9 few minutes r The criminal replied: *I don't know that it ia; 
but I wish you would pray for me/ In this prayer, Mr. Werden 
was so wonderfully assisted in spreading the pocn: man's cause befdre 
tfab throne of God, that the whole asssembly were awfully sblemiL- 
iaed, and most of them wet l^r cheeks with their tears. Thia 
opened a great door for his ministrations, both on the main and da 
the island. He preadied at Warwick, Coventry, and many other 
places^ with good success, about nineteen years, and then moved in; 
17:70, into the town of Cheshire, Berkshire oounty, Massachusett*^ 
where he lived and administered almost 38 years; ^ . . -. -' 

"^Jn his first religious ezenxLaea lie was led to. dig deep iniohia! ■ 
own heart, where he found auoh opposition abd rebemon, tbat whan' 
he obtained pardon, he attributed It to sovereign grace alofie; which 

16 
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Mptiment, so interwovea in his soul, be ever prodaimed aloud to a 
dying world. Nothing appeared to be more disguetful to his mind, 
thAn to hear toarkt and gr€u;e mixed together, as a fomidatioo of a 
BinDer*8 hope. To hold forth the Lamb of God as a piece of a Sa- 
Tior ; or to consider the self-exertions of a natural man, to be the way 
into Chrbt, the true and only way, — were extremely displeasing to 
that soul of his, which delighted so much in proclaiming eternal loye, 
redeeming blood, and mattmless grace. 

<* Sound judgment, correct principles, humble demeanor, with bSL- 
•mn sociability, — ^marked all his public impruvements, and mingled 
with all his conyersation in smaller cireles, or with individuals. In 
bim young preachers found a father and a Ariend ; distressed churchr 
68, a healer of breaches, and tempted souls, a sympathizing guide. 
From his first settling in Cheshire, until he was 70 years old, he was 
a father to the Baptist churches in Berkshire county and its environs, 
and in some sense, an apostle to them alL His many painful labors 
for .the salvation of sinners, the peace of the churches, uud the purity 
of the ministers, will never be fully appreciated, until the time when 
he shall stand before his Judge, and hear the words of his mouth, — 
* Well done, good and fjuthful servant' 

"From the sternness of his eyesi, and the blush of his face, a 
stranger would have been led to conclude that he was sovereign and 
self-willed, in his natural habit of mind ; but on acquaintance, the 
physiognomist would have been agreeably disappointed. He had so 
much self-government, that he has been heard to say, that, (except 
when he had the small-pox,) he never found it hard to keep from 
speaking at any time, if his reason told him it was bust to forbear ; 
and no man possessed finer feelings, or treated the characters of 
others with more delicacy than he did. He had an exalted idea of 
the inalienable rights of conscience ; justly appreciated the civil 
rights of man, and was assiduous to keep his brethren from the chains 
of ecclesiastical power. 

** His preaching was both sentimental and devotional ; and his life 
so far corresponded with the precepts which he taught, that none of 
his hearers could justly reply, ' Physician, heal thyself.' 

" He had the happmess of having a number of revivals in tha 
town and congregation where he resided and preached -,* and a num- 

* In Tegsrd to the revivals of Eld. WeTdeii*8 miBistry, it may be proper to remark, 
that tbe early period of bis mioiatry in cbeablre, befbre the population had become 
densely aettlea, and while ma^y things hindered the rapid growth of churebes 
genenulyf beside his advanced age, it was not to be expected under such circnm- 
Btaneea, that large additiona would reward the labors of n minister in a single town. 
He was over 40 years of age when he removed thither, and when we first find the 
statistics of his church inliSn, he was nearly 60 years of age ; and yet the retons 
of tbat year give his church a membership of 117. But in the years 1"80--'^1, 
when he was passing tbe period of 80, his ministry was fhiitfnl in a revival that 
seems to have added in tbe thr^ y«ar8, more than ofie hundred to his chnrth^ 
making them in 1791, after diminutions by death, exolusions and removals, are ae- 
oounted for, 176 in nujnaber. After this time, his great ago, nnd tbe growing pi^iic 
laHly of Leland In tbe 8rd clrarcb, caused tlie tide to tnm in fkvor of tbe latter 
ohiinb : so that bis uembeiBhip became very mnoli Mdnced before bis death. And 
yet in the ycwis 1800 and 1801, while other branebes of Zion around, wero being ftt- 



ber of miiuBters were raised up m the church of which he was pM* 
tor. For about tea years before his death, his bodily^ and mental 
powers hiLd beexi od the decline, azid he was often heard to rejoice, 
thi&t others incireased, though he decreased * but his superannuation 
was not 80 great, as to prevent the whole of his usefulness ; and his | 
' hoary head was a crown of glory unto him.' A number of times he 
was heard to pray that he might not outlire his usefulness, which 
was remarkably answered in his case, for the Lord's day before he .. 
died he preached to the' people of his charge. Hie disease which. 
<dosed his mortal life, demed nis friends the pleasure of catching the 
balm of life from his lips, in his last momenta. He had finished his 
work before, and nothing remained for him to do, bfit to cUe, 

** Let. the inhaUtants of Cheshire, (said Mr. Leland,liis biographer, 
and who exhibited the above, at the close of the sermon which he 
preached at his funeral,) reflect a moment on the dealings qt Qod' 
towards them. Within about three years, three ministers belonging 
to the town, have departed this life. The pious MAsoHtook the lead.; • 
the pleasing CoyaLL followed after ; and now, (in 1808,) the arduous 
WsEOSN, who has been in the ministry longer than any Baptist . 
preacher left behind, in New £njg;land, has finished his course, m Uie , 
8Qth year of his age ; whUe Leland remains alone, to raise this monu- 
ment oyer their tomb." . 

Such was the record made at the time of departed worth, and now 
after the lapse of almost half a century, wmle we inquire, " The - 
Fathers — where are they ? — and the prophets, do they live Lreyer f* 
we may profitably listen to the echo of their yoices, who, being dead, \ 
yet epeak to us, *' to be followers of them who through faith and ' 
patience have inherited the promises." MaV we who are now on the. ^' 
stage of action, as well fight the fight of faith, and fulfil the work of 
our day of service, as a Werden, a Mason, a Covell, and a Leland 
did, the work of their B.eryice of service in the kingdom and patience, -> 
of Jesus. ' ^ 

I 

voted with the dews of Divine grace, hia people were not left entirely desdate, nor. > 
his sool uncheered by fVesh t^ens of his Bedeemer's favor upon his ministry. In 
two yean the pleasing addition of some 23 were reported to nis ehnrob, while he 
was attaining the ase of 78 in life, and the 60th year of his publie mlnistrp . And 
still in 1804, we find him adding 12 more in a year to bis flock, and three or four ia - i 
the subs^uent years of his lengthened pastorate of 88 years among that one people, 
until he fell with the arauae on, nobly contending fin* truth, and encouraging the 
hearts of l^s brethren, in the 80th year of his age, and tathe last 8abbi^ of bis ' 
eventful life. Is not this ** bearing fruit even, in old age r (Psalm, 92; 14.) 

Elder Werden. appeared once at least in print, before the public^ in a little week • 
of 64 duodecimo pages, with the (Ulowing title .* ** Letters to a Fbdbrd ; containing 
remarks on a pami^et writton by Job Boote, entitled *The £afitUm of OhrUt, a * 
Qoepd ordinance, being altogether inward, q^iritnaL ico. By Paiut WsEoar. : - 
Printed at Lansingburgh, by Wm. W. Wands, for the Author. MDOOXOYL" 
(17M.) 

This pamphlet embraces • series of Tm Letters, on the various points in oontio^ - 
versy between those christMma,— and enieoially the Baptl8t%<— who dtflBsr ftoBath*; '■ 
Friends or Quakers,. In tbeif views of Oospel ordinaDoe& Its spirit is good^nt.- ■- 
be presses the airgumait pretty close home upon tJie writer he is reviewing: Thii^' ' 
pamphlet givea evidenoa of the InteUaotnal powar, os' well as the reUgleiis prtaeh^'^ 
pies of this venerable Father of the Bhaftsbury Association. 
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XHt ELDEft GEOKGE WTTHERELli, 0?'flARTFORD, IT. T' 

ThB subject of this sketdi was a member of thb body for the 
period of 7 years ; and often a corresponding member for many yeari 
Mbide. Where he originated, or where he wacr ordaided* we cannot- 
■ay ; but he was reported as pastor of the Baptist church in Kortk 
Adams village in 1809, the ^ear after its organization. Here he re- 
mained for four years^ or tiU 1812, during, w^ch time he enjoyed - 
one revival, in 181D m which this infiint church received an ae- 
eession of 17 members, making a total of 56i about which number 
it contained till 1818, when another revival added about W io 
their fellowship in two years. 

Elder Witherell, was pastor of the Baptist church in Oolerain^, 
lilUB., for some years following. tiiis, as we judge. For in 1817». 
under dftte of Jan. 18th, we find him writing a letter to the Editor 
of Ihe American Bap. Miigadne, dated at Colendn^ of which the &1- 
lorwing is an extract. 




abore number were baptised within the term of three months: I 
intend giving you a more particular accomit of the beginning and 
jHTOgress of this good work ; when it shall have come to a close; Ther . 
Touih have shared remarkably in this reformation. The last Sabbath - 
w December, our communion presented a scene the. most pleasing 
and affecting. There were upwards of 100 communicants, a minority 
of whom were young persons. Many of theeey as they expressed, 
thfimselves, were three months before, in the broad road to ruin. Tfaiia 
■it, is the Lord*8 doinjg, and marvellous in pur eyes.*'* 

In 1820 to *22,' we find his name on the Shaltabury minutes again 
for 8 years, as Pastor of the Baptist church in Boosick. But here he 
seemed to have had small success, as few were added to the church, 
only 6 during his m nistry among them. After this he became Pas* 
tor of the Baptist church in Hartford, Washington ca K. Y., of whieb 
Elder Amasa Brown liad been the beloved shepherd for some SO- 
years. Elder. W. came directly from HooKck, where he remained 
tiH' 1884. 

From 1823 to 1830, he must have bean quite suecessful, as the min- 
utm for those- years show an increase of over 100 to the^ church by 
baptism chieny, and a nett gain of some 70. But in the year 
1831, after the death of the veneraUe Brown, the church under his- 
eav^-Bfaared laigely in. the ontpooring of the HoLy Spirit, so exten- 
siyvthat year, and 79 are reported in the minutes of the BottskUl 
Association, as having been baptised into the Hartford church ; mar 
kii^ •» total of seSi nembera. Bat he had trials in this place. Upoo 
tha- diseloscnre of the teerets of Free Haeoory, by the Book of 
CMnt Wm: Morgan, in Westem ITew York, Elder Witherell felt him- 
aeV^compaUedrtoronoaBce hia eonneotkii -wif^ thai institntion, aa- 

« Bee Am. Bap. Mag. vol 1, psgeST, Jan. 1817. 
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•fPRfnpt and abti-cbrialiaa ; and in oonaequienee % violent peneooliioti 
raged 9pkis^ him, wluch ^aUy tevorecl the (dinrdi, « mmori^ «>f 
^0 or 80 members dissenting, foittied « tnew ohordi^ oallea the 
Siouth Hartford idinrch.* But the minority, who were anti-masoiKO^ 
seUined the aervieee of SUder Withen^ foreone a» years fvcum 
J^828» when Ihe dUsentionoccunied, tiU18S4^ when he was disonaaed 
and went west, into the atate of IhlMUsai uSieoce ihereinmed, in hU9 
.to western Pqaofljirflaia, on aeoovnt ol thent^te of his health, and 
settled wxth the O^ssewajsa ehurcb m Ormw&ird to. Boi fell diBeatoa 
liad marked him «s his vietim, and after « few Greeks labor, he.snnk 
^to the embrace of death tm the 19th of Aigost, 1:889. Says a tat- 
irespoudent of the I9«w York Baptist Regtstenef Oet llih, who te- 
•warded the notiee ^f his .death ;-<*i^ In a T«py few weeks from tlia 
iime of his settlement, be bade iareweU to the -ehurcli mititant;^%o 
join the ehurch triumphant His «nd was peace. That gospel which 
lie had so long preclaimed to others was ms support in tne hour ^f 
departure. sQs sohI being stayed on tiie grclat atoning sacrifice, he 
feared no evil when entering **the valley of the shadow of death.'' The 
day after his decease, he was borne to the |^aTe,Mlewed by a laat^e 
aapfflnbly. A fnaerad diseounci was prettied by Elder Thomas B. 
BcowB, of the Carmel ehureh. Ekkrs Ohvk and Oviatt also tnok 
^ar.t in the seryioes.'* Bk?. 

Such was the end of this good nan after a life of nsafdlneBs in: tf a 

:l0aeter's vineyanL : He had buried eome of hia family, in Indiana, 

— one of his sons — engaged like himself in the g6$>pel' ministry. <Ha 

,iaw anexeeUebt preacher; sonndinthe £Eiith,.and wise ineouncilatndn^ 

: 4kis bretinren, when h<B)|»ing iZion ftut of her. difficoltiea. Be often edi- 

. jBed the aasoeiatieaihj ins elnar and ^wett artaageid diaoourses, tvhw a 

. visitor among Iheaar; aodMi tha BottakUl AasoeiatiQai «fwhjkli ha was 

an active member, he was sometimes Clerk, sometimes Modeiatar, 

,#nd sometimi9s iwci^ of the i:ii|:<enlar Zi«U«r« And: In "the Wnshing- 

M^n Assoeiation he won the prea<4ier oitkm annoal MEinon in 18ill,«i 

he had been its Qlerk for w four Team {sievions. Ha shared, in J^ 

.pleasure, the.confideneeof hie brethren; and let nal.ihe breaAiibf 

aoandal deny him aplace among the wocthiea of 4^ «Ad BhaMbtary 

JUaociation. 



•J, 



3X EiJOER MAIAS ilAtttSOtN- OF SHAFT^BtTBY, Vt* 

Although yet liring. wa would inadriba npoii ihefeia pag^> and Wn 
record a few facts in the public life and labors ot Blder 3JIattison. J^a 
vas boru in Shaftabury, near the scene .of hia mrolpnged labors, on 
Ikellth of April, V780. '£Qs ihtheri llM>mas Maitiscm, was ona.pf 
the oldest Baptist inbabijtants of the town^ and a leading member of 
the first or west ShaftadbuiT chutdb^ as anciently called. And in ,^ 
barn of this early settler, ^tyet Btanding we beliieiTe,) toe aeaoclatuyi 

^7li9twopar(fiBWsi!ati6'<aaltatf In tlMl^ ttfn vtk nbc^. 
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VB0 ornnized before a honee of worship had been ereoted In the 
town. The name of Mattison hai been numerous in Shaftebnry as it 
is to this day; and many of them members in the sereral cborehes, 
iwhich hare always been Baptist in town. Arteman Mattison, Esq., 

:■ (a brother of Elder Mattison) now deceased, waa for many years a 

: deaeon, and the Clerk of this church, as well as the princ^ud man 

'• among the property holders, and business men in the ehurch. 

Elifer Mattison's name occurs first on the minutes of the association 

•io 1801, as a delegate fhmi hb aatiTe choroh. In 1804 he appwed 

^ aa IHutor, baring been onlained Kor. 2d, 1808. And for the period 
vtfortf^four years, with but three or four exceptions, his name is re- 
eorded as a representatire of that church, /oWjr of which, he was its 
Pastor. And from 1801 to 1850. when he serred the body as its 
Moderator for the last time, he was an active member in its annufd 
meetings, save the 8 or 4 years he was absent, for the unprecedented 

' period of half a century. He was Moderator in that time, for nx 
sessions, preacher of the introductory seimon nx times, aod writer of 
ihe circular letter Jive times. He never courted these honors, but his 
brethren laid them confidingly at his feet 

His pastorate, like that era Barber, Brown, Hull, Olmstead aad 

- Peck, was in unbroken succession in one church for about forty years. 
And in his case, it was in the town, and with the church where be 

^ had been bom and reared, converted and baptised, licensed and or- 
duned to preach the gospel ; an occurrence so rare as to deserve the 

' special record we here give it. 

During 18 years of this time-^fit>tn 1808 to 1825— he was also the 
pastoral supply of the 4th church hi this same town, after E^der 
Kood's removal In thiar joint pastorate of two choroheadid he labor 
with fidelity and success ; for he enjoyed a number of revival seasons 
in each diurehi 

In the^rs^ ehureh, daring the earliest 15 fears of his ministry, he 

"gathered in about TO members; of whom 88 were reported in the 

Sear 1811. And from 1819 to 1848, or dming the last 25 years, in Hx ' 
ifferent revival seasons, about 215 were baptised into the fellowship 
of the church, it is presumed by his hands. And in this latter period' 
about 60 also united by letter to the people of his charge. These 
several numbers make about 850 added to that one church in forty 
years, during his pastorate ; of whom from 260 to 275 must have 
been added by baptism, an average of 6^ persons each year. The 
chief rerivals wereinlSOt; 1810-11; 1825; 1887; 1881*2; 1884; 
1889, and in 1848 ; being eight considerable revival seasons in forty 
years. The largest number baptised in one year was 49 in 1881-8. 
The largest membership tbis chuixb ever attained under his care, was 
182, in the year 1884. 

And in his connection with the fourth diurdi also, he was emi- 
nently useful, considering the double care he had on his miod. In 18 
years he enjoyed ttoo revivale among this people ; one of them a large 
Messing in the years 1810-12» whidi brought in more than 100 per- 
sons to the fellowship of the church in arout two years. Then once 
more, in 1818-19, he was fayqred with sopis reviyal mercies th»t-add- 
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ed SObjrbiptism. In all there were added to this ehurch during bis 
half pastorate of 18 years, about 160, most of them bj baptism. -In 
1812, this church embraced its largest membership, 889, under the 
ministry of Elder Mattison ; being '23 more members than it had in 
the year 1800, after Elder Blood's great reyiyal 

If he baptised 125 in the Fourth church, as we preBome he did in 
his connection with them ; and 275 in the first diureh in his long 
pastorate of fort^ years, as we judge he did; there would be a totu 
of 41)0 baptised in one town, or an ayerage of 10 each year of hia 
public ministry. This must be reckoned a successful ministry indeedr 
upon a territory so small, and in the town of his natiyity. Who 
will show us its parallel ? Elder Mattison baptised others in towns 
and churches adjacent, as well as far distant from t^e scene of his 
hardest toils. Uovo many, we eannot telL But in White Creek,^. in 
Hoosick, in Bennington, and in other places, we hear of his leading 
many a willing convert down into the flowing stream«and there bury- 
ing them beneath the yielding wave, in token of their death to sin, and 
raising them up to walk in newness of life. 

For a few years past, Elder M. has had no pastoral charge ; but 
ha^ traveled and preached wherever a door of usefulness has opened 
before him ; and a blessing m some instances, we are informeo, has 
attended these itinerant labors. He has journeyed repeatedly to Illi- 
nols and Wisconsin, where he has children living; and thus has been 
permitted to scatter the seeds of truth in the great western valley. 

Elder Mattison now bends under the weight of more than three 

score and ten years, and soon must go the way of all the earth. May 

his .last days be calm and favored with the light of the Sayiour^i 

Ismiling countenance, as the youth and maturity of his years wen 

aborious and successful in the ministry of reooneiliation. 



XXL ELPEE DANIEL TI^KHAii, OF WHITE ORBEK, N. T. 

From tiie long eooneetion of this aged liying minister with the 
meetings and business of the Shaftsbnry Assodauon, as well as firom 
his continued residence and labors in ome ehurckf we think it may be 
appropriate to gratify the feelings of many of kis bre<liren and fHends, 
by inserting the following tribute to his memory in the pages ef this 

work. 

Elder Daniel Tinkkam was born April 80th, 118ft, in Middlelior- 
ongfa, Plymouth co. Massachusetts. wUleyet a lad his father re- 
moved into the town of Shaftsbury, Y t, and whUe Ehler Blood was 
in the vigor of kis osefulnesi, as Pastor of the Fourth diureh. Under 
his ministry during the ** great reformation," so called in that town, 
in the foil of 1198, be was brought to see his lost condition as a sin- 
ner before God, and fled for refuge to the blood of the Lord Jesus 

« Im tbis tova be baptised Ex-Governor Brtggs ia 1810-11, in his etrly yoatlu 
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Christ, aa Hb justifying righteousness in Ihe sight of a holy God, He 
MB baptised on a cold winter's daj, with/oWy-ata? others, by Elder 

' Bamuef Roger8>(then (^ Mapletoxni) who assisted Elder Blood in thft 
jkminiBtrauoa of the ordLtxaace'iof that oceasioo. It was bo eold^ 
that his dothes froze to stiffiiess after his baptism, while he walked 
.60 rods to the house where the candidates exchanged their clothing ; 

' aqcl yet he heifiier took cold as he relates, nor suffered any^ harm 
for hiB €>bedleDce to the Saviour's command. How true in his eas& 
ihe words of Leland : 

** Ohristians I if your beorf • be warm, 
** Ice and snow can cfo no harm; 
•• If by Jesus you are prized, 
'- Rise, beUeve, and be baptised.** 
This was in the tixkenth ^eve of his ager and although early exer- 
eised on the duty of preachmg, he shrunk fer years from the respon- 
sible work. Thus deferring tbis matter, he became settled in life and 
en^nged in business for the sustenance of his growing family, ere h» 
ViSded and '* became obedient to the heavenly visioi^ ** which said to 
him, ' Go preach the preaching I bid thee.' Bis opportunities had 
been so limited that he greatly, felt the want of a better eduea|ioiH 
than had faHen to his lot, for a work so arduous But after many 
struggles of mind^ at the urgent request of some of his brethren m 

'the chm'eh, he begfan to improve his gift and was JinaUy licensed tO' 
preach the gospeL 

' After preaching in his own vicinity for some time, he was invited 
to take the care of a church in West Clarendon, Rutland co., Tt. to 
which place he removed his family in Ibe year 1812. He was eiUled 
to ordination the next year, and on the 9th of July, 1813, he was 

' iiolemnly set apart to the work of the ministry among this people, 
where he spent four years, with but little apparent success m the 
conversion of sinnera How trving to the faith of the servant of Christ 
is such a period of fruitless labor, none ean conceive but him who 
has experienced the trial for himself. 

At tne invitation of the Baptist church inr White Creek, W^hing^ 
ton eo., N. Y., where he had been known bffore, he removed into their 
Ticinity in the wesi part of Shaftsburv, in July 1816, and took charge 

- ef aaid church as the successor of Elder Warren. And there for 8T 
Tears, with the ezoeption of one or two brief intervals, he has senred 
im brethren as their spiritual guide and teacher imtothis day, (1858) 

. Iiaving been greatly useful in his ministry among them. 

Blder Tinkham has enjoyed several revivals of religion and been 

rnivil^ed to baptise huodreds into the fellowship of this ehureh. 

. Boon after hie removal in 1818, the Lord poured out his Holy Spirit 

upon tike peoplie, and so blessed his labors, that ia June, 1817, ^e 

ehturdi reported 29 baptised, and a total membership of 1 13. This 

. work continued the next year in other portions of the society^ 

..vhioh [^nread into two or three towns, and so large was the bless- 

. ing, that 49 were baptised during the year ending with June, 1818. 

.And agahi from 1821-4, another work of grace was enjoyed, that 

ttn^ered from year to year, and spread into various parta of his so- 
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det^, until more than 100 were brought iote the chnroh by bi4>tiany 
making a total of 199 members, beside the diminution ofrears, from 
deaths, dismissions and exclusions among his flock. Tnis mad«a. , 
Bett gain of orer 100 during the first ten year* of his ptdtorate. A»d 
still mercy drojM fell on Zion's. thirsty hUl to cheer hia hearty almoft 
every year until 1828. 

But a period of darkness and trial succeeded, and in 1828 here- 
signed the charge of the church, and for two years, he was absao.^ 
preaching one yeajrat Shaftsbury centre, and another in East Ben- .. 
nington and the eastern portion of White Greek. But in 1830, he 
resumed his labors with the White Creek church, and remoTed, in 
1881, into the west part of the town where he now resides. 

Soon the clouds of mercy gathered over the place, and a blessing 
descended upon the whoU town and vicinity in copious diowen, -. 
making the waste places of Zion once more to flourish. From lAaf 
to September, through the busy seaseo of the year, the attention of. ■ 
the whole eommunity was arrested, and the conversation in nU cir<i . 
cles and among all ages when they met, was upon the subject o^ , 
religion and the wonderful doings ot the great Redeemer of sinners. 
This was an old-fashioned reviyal, such as we should be glad to wit^ 
ness agun in our day. Save a four days meeting in the month of May^ 
there was little preaching except the two regular sermons of tha ._ 
Lord*8 Day ; but conference ana prayer meetinjjs in yarious neigh- . 
borhoods during the week, with inquiiy meetings at the internuA- ; 
sion of the Sabbath, and baptising, were the chief co-operative agen- ■ 
cies used to advance the work. The house of Qod was thronga4..= 
every Lord's Day, and with solemn attention did the people hear* 
while the preacher delivered the messages of grace, as a dying man -^ 
to d^'ing men. This was indeed a good work of grace, and before it 
closed fully in 1832, Elder Tinkham baptised over 120 on the prpr. ' 
fessioii of their faith, (most of them during the year 1831,) making hia • 
church S66 in number. It was the greatest harvest of souls in his 
whole ministry. And we might here remark that large additions 
were made also to the imited Presbyterian church of Cambridge^ ,- 
and to the Reformed Dutch church at Buskirk*s Bridge, near by. 

Again during the early months of the year 1838, he was favored i 
with an increase to his church, as the result of a protracted meeting lA' ; 
which he was aided by Elder Solomon Gale, and 4ome other minis* . 
tering brethren. He baptised about 80 as tlw fruits of this effort. 

And in 1843, during the months of February and March, be iras as-. ; 
sited a few weeks in a similar effort by Elder Isasa Wascott, thsn of .- 
StiUwater, as the result of which he baptised 60 more conrerU ; and 
yet others we trust were savingly benefitted, that did not come out 
on the Lord's side. Siace that time a dearth has prevailed, and few 
have been baptised; so that h^ deaths, removals, exclusion 8,»nd the : 
dismissal of members to form the two new churches at Cambridge ' 
and West Hoosick his church has become much reduced. 

The largest number it ever reported to the associntion was 280 iit' 
June 1838. They reported 2iS6 m June 1843, after the last roTivaL 
The present number In 1868, is about 70. According to the best esti» 

ir,» 
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mate we can make, he has baptised in the 88 years of his actual mJD- 
ifttr among this' people, f^bont 400 who have united with the "White 
Onek church under hw care .* Besides he must have baptised many 
in Bennington^ Hoosicik, and other places where he has performed oc- 
Midonal serrioei. And durioK his whole ministry, his memoranda gi^e 
about 625, as the total number baptised by his hands, of whom seven 
hATe become ordained ministers, and are still, so far as we know, 
•taoding upon the towers of Zion. 

During the ministry of Elder Tinkham in this church 60 to 70 
haTe united by letter, while about 250 have been dismissed to other 
ehnrohes, — some 60 have been excluded, — and 75 to 80 have died in 
fellowBhip, according to their printed statistics. From these figures 
it is evident that Elder 'Hnkfaam has been a recruiting officer for Zion, 
addfaig more Irf baptiBm than bV' letter; — and dismii^sin^ to other, 
ehnrohes, many more than have both died and been excluded. 

Jt might have been stated, that for two years, from the spring of 1845, 
ht declined serving the diurch and labored elsewhere; but at the 
etfaest solicitations of his brethren he returned to them, and has serv- 
ed them till he has attained his seventieth year, in April past. And 
now again he declined the chnrge of the church, while he goes^ 
tremblingly down the declivity of life, though still it is his privilege to 
preaeh we gospel as he has strength and opportunity. He has 
preached more funeral discourses, probably in an extensive rp^ton of 
country around him embracing &ve or six towns, than any other min- 
ister of equal years, and has married a proportionately laige number 
in the same region. Of funeral sermons his memoranda say about 
1840 ; and of marriages about SOO couples. ' Of other sermons, we 
hate no enumeration, but in the forty years of his ministry since he 
was ordained, they cannot have been less than five or six thousand. 

Elder Tinkham has shared the confidence of his Brethren, and been 
honored by them at associations, councils and ordinations, as Modera- 
tor or preaeher. From 1817 to 1828 his name occurs on the minutes 
as a member of the Shaftibury association ; and since then he has of- 
ten Attended their meetings and mingled in their business and devo- 
tions as a visitor. But in 1829 his church wiUidrew from the body 
amidst the discussions that arose in regard to MaSohry, and their con- 
neetion has ever since, been with the Bottskill and Washington 
Umdn associations ; in each of which he has beien honored as preacher 
or febod^initor severifl times. 

In ooQolusion, we remark that his ministry has been somewhat 
reniutrkahle for its long oontinuimce in or near the place of his nativity, 
wttere he was bred in youth, converted, baptised and commenced his 
pTMiohikig eflforts. How fevfhnre equalled him for solid usefulness 

iSASSj ^®P y* delightful privilege to bary In baoUsm, among others, bia con- 
■orr % IJp, and «« out of seven of th«Sir chlldren^beside three of the oonopanious of * 
nls •Qhildiui'; and all Into the fellowship of the White Creek church. At one time 
ne gave the hand of f«lU>V8hlp after baptism— among several othon, to his wife, two 
8oaM4.a dw^ter,* and, it was truly affeoting, whon he came to the wife of bis 
yojffh to h*iV him addrbss her, as he said In thefinguago of Solomon's Songs ; »* Jfu 
WflK nfif >Spcfm : I bid yon a hwrtv' welcome to the prt vllegw of the chnrch." 
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KcTTE. — To fill B page tbM would jidiGrwne be neO^y jk UMiH;tIi* 
(tempiler Would here uis«rt tberoDuwlDg Bctount of jhe JVwwJMtfr 
A^tiMl oinxioltVn, to' wliicb two or thiee cliurchea OtdtBd for rfev 
TOsrs, that bad belcnged to tlie ShH/tabury Bod j. H* ir mtlfibM, to 
Elder C. M. Fuller, on active member ot Uiia body fat Ae mfoftntfau, 
pKTll;, and la • brokcB ffle of the mioiitee of tbe asiouaSoa-foc th* 
rADBioder. ;- - ■ ^ . j 

Tbe IbHouncK JLwineiiii'H VH nrauized ja >[u|«he*tei£ Tf;, !■ 
THh, 18K, whK iilwttlieaitf^AtscwV >° t*Kla<"i& of Scpk/ol- 
Itfft^. Tli^Sft wWpSffi<a9da«fka^bBkf«ed toteTi-mited 
attAe chWebe^Ho-if nti|K(li»eTeeffHR>«i^t<i''ibeat'to the H«ban 
River .from Arlington aud Salem Mutbi MutlCto 'W^lIingfW.jiid 
'WbUeh&lt OB UMiBortb. It.vae Uiou^ttkia n^mgment -nkiuM better 
•aootDatadBte 6t» At&i&tt '^i ikt a e^iim, i^tlioiA aAj detrTm^ ta 
tUe StufCsbui? on 'CbS_^'EhV tlTe T^OfiliHiti onllie aottii, and tm Sim- 
It^B uaUiene&i.iiBlheo Watei. 

Attheir ifrtt meeting-, (be tmen cborcbea foUovticg vere rcprescnt- 
«d, Tii: Arlington haTing-Rbout flOmflmbera ; Manchester. 'J 3 ■, Donet, 
40; loodonilerry. 100; Hcbrou, 60 ; Bapert, 1S3; and Wiuhall, 30 
memberfl. Tha I'awlet church united at lie next seflsion with iH 
meniberB, Rnd afterwarda the Wallingford churtb. The asnnd aemion 
■was held at West Dorset with Elder Fiaier's church in Sept. iSlB, 
«ad for eeTeril years their sesaioua ivere ihterasting an^ prohtable la 
the brethren and churchea, and faTored with the pVenence o[ tbe 
Great Head of the diurcbee. But the formation of the WaahingtoD 
B.4B0Ciatioa in 16aT~wi(h other cauaes, Oially brake them up sBont 
the yenr 1899ar 30,aiidsome of Iheohurches have become exlinct also. 
The principul minislera in thia body were Elder O. M. Fuller, of Dor- 
(St : P. W. Reynolds, of Rupert ; 0. Chamberlain, of Manchester, and 
I. Beals, ot Pawlct. 

There waa nevur more than 8 churches &t a time in the body, -witli 
some 4or B minister!, andfrom 47S to 680 members in all the diUKb- 
te. In 1S25, they reported A 7 baptised in all the charebea, witt a 
total of GS2. la 1897, 8 chnrdles and B74 members in the wbol* 

bdj. : • ■ 
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AH't. 


OJeb Bloed, 
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In N. T, from Cuyagn Late to the 
hfiad orOntnHo. 
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fsooS' 


Ltmnel OoTell, 
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In Western, N V., and TJ^ipBT Can 










adft to Long Point. 
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Mostly in company with Eld. 0, 
In Uppar Canadii, to Charlotte 

Tille. 
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On the same route again. 
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To IT. Ciuiaila and the Tusoarora 
Icdiana.— his last tour. 
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[n thfe regions about Late Cliani 
plain and in Lower Cnoada. 
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in Upper Canada. 
In NorilieTn H. Y. and into Lower 
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Canada. 
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0. Obmaberliiio 
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lf«th'l. Kmdricfc, 
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In Weatern H. Y. and into Upper 
Canada. 
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N. Kendricfc. 


1809 


(n Bnnie region aK year before. 
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In Horthem N. Y. and L. Canada. 
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Cynia Andrews, 




N. Y. and Lower CBoada. 
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George WiCberell, 
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Into Western N". Y. and Upper 
Canada: 
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60 OO 


Dkoiel Uaseall. 
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Ebenraer Smith. 


do 


To aid bim in a toor Westward. 




SO 00 


Dtniel Haeeoll, 


1811 


Into Norlhern N. Y. Ac., 




40 00 


CyruB AodreWB. 


do 


Western N. Y. and Upper Canada, 




lao 00 


Cyr™ Andrew., 


1812 


In the Holland Purcfaaao, in West- 
arn N. Y. 
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flOOO 


Joseph Oornell, 
J«oEs6.John, 


do 


FotraTel and preach at diseretioD. 






do 


do do 


2 




Wtn. Tbroop, 


do 


do do 






N. H. Kipley, 


lets 


Into Uorlhem Pennsylvania, 






JoMph Cornell. 
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In the Slate of New-Yorft, at his 
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UUTiMO^^^i 






Br, Poter Brown, 
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Missionary Table — continued. 



Obarlea Lahatt 
J. Cornell, 



•f 



1815 
do 



Not deaigiuited ; but brought good)3 
returns of 21 baptised, and a de- 
sire for the GospeL 



From 1817 onward, there is no record made in the minutes of the 
missionary appointments, although the Board of the Society held its 
meetings, and reported the state ,of its funds. Their monies now, in 
part, at least, were sent to the Bap^ Board of Poreiffn Missions ; and 
to some other organization, we presumf^ nltimntaly lor d^omestio mi»- 
■iofM. 



SECTION in.| 



STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES OF . THE SHAFTSBURT 

ASSOCIATtOK. 

As before promised we como now to the task of presenting a seriee 
of Tables that will exhibit th^ Atatistios of eaeh church by them«elTe«, .. 
during the whole |>eriod of its connectioii with the Shaftsbury, and 
the other Associations that have sprung out of that body ohielly. 
We design also, as a matter of gratification to many interested iii our . 
work, though at an additional expense^ to give the statistics of Uiese 
younger churches in the sister^iood, thai haye branched o£f. from tM- . 
original Shaftsbury churches. We give the .churches nearly in alp^-.:. 
betieal order, distinguishing thoske that have ever beeu in the SiiaftobQiy 
body by large CAPITALS while tl^e branch ehui«hes are in ITALIQ . 
letter, following however in general, the mipth^r diurches in the order of 
our arrangment. W^ giv« the date, of eonatltation, and from year .to < .. 
year the names of Pastont and other mimsters in the ch^reb; witJ^ th«. 
changes, as given in the pi:inted minutes ; and thjB.aipount:Of moby for. . 
Benevolent purposes so lar aS; reported to us. In thie . matter,.. it j 
should be stated that many of tlie:Ghiircbesbay«n9( done themaelTea • 
Justice by their returns to the associstipos^ but have reported nothing 
sometimes, or only in part their .benevpleig^toontributionq. The uddi- 
tions by Baptism are not distinguisheii it wiU be remembevedt from 
those by letter in the Shaftsbury minutes till 1818, and in theSan^: 
toga till 18 15, The additions by exp^rionoe and by restoratiofi .ar^ t 
put into the same column to save room^ ^s th^!« are but Hsir of ibm.;. 
m all. When a minister was absent frcon the meeting of the associa- 
tion, his name is marked thus/^if^ AOsttftT The asaaoe of licenl- 
tiates are in /ifa/fcs. 
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« 
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V 
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4S 


S. WiLHWa, J. Walk»e. 
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•1 
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;; 


S, WllKINS. J. WiLKKB, 
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I 
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?3 
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4( 
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52 
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4; 


2 
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3 215 
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20 
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- SBWTONVILLE,^xti.GU, cobst'd in 1849. 
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ALBANY, {^tikiK Strzbt) chubch, cokst'd in 7ah. 1846. 
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J;'. 


i 


II 


ff 
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liODBKiriFl'. 
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" 


S 


1 
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iC 
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V. 
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U' 
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l< 
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i\ 
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A 
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1BU1 

OS 
OS 
04 
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e 

[8 


a 

4 


"■ 


1 
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06 
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!8 
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oa 
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I 
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21 




OS 


, J- HoLinra.* 
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3 


1 


ei 




09 


The oliurch became extiuet 
for yeare; in 1825 reTi 
vedsgam. 
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, lett«r. 
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!7 




6 


1 


s 
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40 
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64 


2 00 
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48 
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6 






4S 
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S8 


Abbalom B. EAat, 


le 
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a 


5G 


3 00 


S4 
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3 


4 


2 






69 




as 


A. a Eabi,« 


2 


1 


1 






61 


8 00 


S6 


J. I, Whitilu.. 


B 


13 
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71 
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81 


J. L WKiniiB, 


S 


1 


[] 






69 


u 


88 






5 
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61 




sg 
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n 


6 


s 






73 
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Edtis Wasaon; 




11 


7 






72 
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J. W. GIBBS. 


81 


26 


1 10 
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10 00 


42 


J. W. GlBBS. 
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16 66 


43 


. Assoc iatioD met here, 


91 


T 
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33 68 
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S 


8 
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B 


J 
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AMSTERDAM chobch— oohtindeo. 


.. 
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gll^ S 
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4,10 fl 
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ARLINGTON CHtncHi' Vi, toHvr's A«Q. 27. L81S. 
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£S 




14 
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IG 
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es 




16 
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S 
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18 
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le 




S 
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91 
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S4 
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35 
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2C 
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2a 


CvBCa W. HoDoaa, 
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96 




SB 
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S 
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88 
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84 
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S5 
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S6 
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87 
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s 
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"88 
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3 
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1 


1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


r 
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06 
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81 
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4 

a 
1 


1 




< 
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s 
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as 
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CO 
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17B2 
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9B 
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98 






s 


SB 
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87 




«8 






I 
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99 
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8 


84 
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40 


5 
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01 
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e 


4 
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03 
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S 
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47 
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09 
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IS 
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10 


S 


46 
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11 

la 

IS 
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1 

B 


1 
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48 


f!0(* 


14 
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b 
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16 
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IS 
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f 


1 


i 
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r 
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6 


2 


" 
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"2 


s 
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- 
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24 
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9 


1 
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1 


1 

2 
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43 
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1 
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31 
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33 
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10 

n 


8 
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1 


2| 
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61 












4 






1 


GS 
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9 






1 


63 




38 
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2 






8 






1 


S3 




39 
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1 
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4B 
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^ 
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15 
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2 
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44 
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40 


p. Bbt™, 
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6 
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5S 
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47 
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1 




3 
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G4 
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1791. 
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"S 
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T 
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1 


1 


0' 
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? 
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03 
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Bl 
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04 
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S 
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.s 


4 
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06 
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:• 


06 
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it 


"1 


07 
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oa 
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09 
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44 
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11 
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e 

40 
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1 

2 

S 
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1 

a 
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16 
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15 
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11 
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S 

6S 


I 




9 
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1 
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2 
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21 


B;Lkb, 


1 


i 
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3S 
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I 
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3 

1 
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2b 
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2 
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a- 
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i 


2 


1 
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^ 


1 
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148 
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8B 
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W. E. Watkbeubv, 


9 


■ 












9» 
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1 


11 
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IM 
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B3 
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95 
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84 
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36 
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1 
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& 
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s- 
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2 

B 
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12 


1 


18 
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8 
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77 BO 
SO IS 


39 


KOEMAN Fos, 
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4 
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92 
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1 
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B 
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e 
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1 


1 


3 


a 
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48 
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GS 
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1 
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11 

a 
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SO 
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IS 
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— ° LEBraL TaOttPSOM 
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, No paBtoi, 
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24 
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No re7»rfc 
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39 
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SI 
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82 
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6 
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34 
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3 
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35 
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3 
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86 


fcNopRBtor/ 
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W 
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10 
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3 
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43 
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5 
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367 
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12 
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3 169 
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1 
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n 
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91 


e 00 


Sfl 


Iea HALt, 
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2 




100 


It IS 


se 


DiVlB FOHD, 


1 




2 
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1 










1 


7S 


Si IS 


41 


R Sandts, 


s 












1 


11 


IS 26 


42 


3. Hiioa .• 
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T. FiNca,* 


11 








1 




PI 




09 


T. F,MCH,» 










f 








1810 
11 
12 


T. FiwcH,* 
T. Finch, 
T. F.SCB,* (No report,) 


6 






3 
6 


a 
1 


1 


57 
54 




IK 
















54 




14 


r, FlKCH,' 














64 




16 
16 


r. FlNOB,' 

r. Fisca .• " 














b4 
84 




17 


. A letter by Elder La 

hatt. 














lis 




m 

19 


, No pastor, Letter, 

MBm'd to Oan. Confarenoe 














6V 





«C. HI.] 



CHUBGHSS: STATIaxICS. 
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